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Volunteer Spirit 
Humanity First USA is 100% volunteer-run organization and is 
presently serving in 24 countries worldwide. Our current 
programs include ComputerTraining Centers (human develop
ment programs), Our Kids Our Future (educational and devel
opmental programs for children), Feed-a-Family, Disaster Relief 
(currently operating in Indonesia, New Orleans and Pakistan), 
and Water for Life and Gift of Sight (health improvement 

programs). 

Humanity First is looking for volunteers who have a passion to 
help mankind with experience in following fields: 

· Administrative 
· Accounting/Book Keeping 
· Agriculture 
· Donor Relations/Fundraising 
· General Volunteer work 
· Graphic Design 
· Information Technology 
· Legal 
· Marketing 
· Media/Public Relations 
· Medical Professionals (Doctors, Nurses, etc.) 
· Solar Engineering 

To volunteer and for more information please contact 

vol u nteer@h u man ityfi rst.org 

Humanity F-Jr~t 
"Restoring Communities, Building a Future" 
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Al-Qur'an 

0 ye who believe! fasting is prescribed for you, as it was prescribed for those 
before you, so that you may guard against evil. 

The prescribed fasting is for a fixed number of days, but whoso among you is sick 
or is on a journey shall fast the same number of other days; and for those who are able to 
fast only with great difficulty is an expiation - the feeding of a poor man. And whoso 
does good of his own accord it is better for him. And fasting is good for you, if only you 
knew. (2:184-185) · 

COMMENTARY.· 

Fasting, as a religious institution, in whatever form or detail, is to be found in all 
faiths. "By the greater number of religions, in the lower, middle and higher cultures alike, 
fasting is largely prescribed; and when it is not required it is nevertheless prescribed to 
some extent by individuals in response to the promptings of nature" (Enc. Brit.). 

It is the common experience of saints and seers that a certain degree of severance 
from physical relations or worldly connections is essential for spiritual advancement and 
has a powerful purifying effect on the mind. Islam, however, bas introduced a new 
orientation and a new spiritual significance in this institution. According to it fasting 
constitutes a symbol of complete sacrifice. One who fasts not only abstains from food and 
drink which are the chief means of sustenance and without which one cannot live, but 
also from going in unto one's wife which is the means of assuring one's progeny. Thus be 
who fasts realy evinces his readiness, if need be, to sacrifice bis all for the sake of bis 
Lord and Creator. 
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Al-Hadith 
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J:la4Iat 'A'ishah .. relates that the Holy Prophet, in the month of Rama~n and in 
other months, did not offer more than eleven rak'at Nafa/Prayer (in the late hours of the 
night at Tahajjud time). He offered four rak'at Ask me not how beautiful and for how 
long he offered these. Then, he offered four rak'at Ask me not how beautiful and for how 

long he offered these. After that, he offered three rak'at J:1a4Iat 'A'ishah .. relates that she 

asked the Holy Prophet: "Do you take a nap before offering the Witr Prayer? He said: 'O 
'A'ishah! My eyes go to sleep but my mind does not.'" 

(Bukhan kitab~~aum bab faql min qama ramaqan) 
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I;Ia4Iat Bilal .. relates that the Holy Prophet said: "You should stand up at night 
(for TahajjudPrayer) regularly as this was the way of earlier rightly guided persons and 
this is the way to achieve nearness to God. Furthermore, this habit ( of offering Tahajjud 
Prayer) safeguards one from sins, repels evil and protects one from physical afflictions." 

(Tinnidhi abwabudda 'wat) 
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THE PROMISED MESSIAHAS 

The Purpose of Fasting is Purification 
Do not perform the Salat as a mere ceremony, but observe it with the burning and the 

melting of the head and supplicate continuously in the Salat. It is the key to the resolving of 
all difficulties. in addition to the prescribed prayers and glorification supplicate much in your 
vernacular so that your heart should melt, and continue this effort till you arrive at that con
dition for that is the means of the achieving of all true objectives. All physical postures dur
ing the Salat should represent the condition of the heart also. When the worshipper stands in 
the Salat his heart should also be standing erect for God's obedience; when he bows down 
the heart should also bow down; and when he goes into prostration the heart should also 
prostrate itself, which means that the heart should not let go of God at any time. When he 
reaches that condition he will begin to get rid of sins. 

(Malfoozat, vol. VI, pp. 367-368) 

I have already spoken of the Salat. Next in order is worship in the shape of the fast. it is 
a pity that some who call themselves Muslims at this time desire to modify these forms of 
worship. They are blind and are not aware of the perfect wisdom of God Almighty. These 
forms of worship are essential for the purification of the spirit. These people seek to inter
vene absurdly in a sphere of which they have no knowledge and devise false schemes for the 
improvement of a territory that they have not visited. Their lives are devoted to worldly af
fairs; of spiritual matters they have no notion. To be moderate in eating and drinking and to 
bear hunger and thirst are necessary for the purification of the spirit and promote the capac
ity for visions. Man does not live by bread alone. To discard all thought of eternal life is to 
invite Divine wrath. 

It should be remembered that the fast does not mean merely that a person should ab
stain from food and drink over a certain period. During the fast one should be occupied 
greatly with the remembrance of God. The Holy Prophetsaw occupied himself greatly with 
worship during the month of Ramadan. During that month one should discard one's preoccu
pation with eating and drinking; and cutting asunder from these needs should address oneself 
wholly towards God. Unfortunate is the person who is bestowed material bread and pays no 
attention to spiritual bread. Material bread strengthens the body. and spiritual bread sustains 
the soul and sharpens the spiritual faculties. Seek the grace of God, as all doors are opened 
by His grace. 

(Speeches Jalsah Salana 1906, p 20) 
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A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE FRIDAY SERMON 
OF 

HADHRAT KHAUFATUL MASIH 1/ABA 

DEU\1£R£D ON 14TH SEPTEMBER, 2007 

On 14th September 2007, Hadhrat Khalifatul Masihaba delivered the Friday Sermon at 
Baitul Futuh Mosque, London. 

After reciting verse 184 of Surah Al-Baqarah, which is translated as follows: 
.. ,. , .. • 0 -.. <· I , '.:' • -:< t, ...__.;.f ~..;,,.It t -::.~t•. e ,I C .......,-. .,...-- ~~ ......... 

'"f ,G,,. .. 0, ,. , .,,,. 

0 :.-:.11-::-:: • e<lil · e<lii u.,-- ,. 

"O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you, as it was prescribed for those be
fore you, so that you may become righteous. " 

Hazoofba said: In view of this Divine commandment, we should make the best use of 
these days of Ramadan in order to make progress in Taqwa, to gain Allah's nearness, to ex
perience the acceptance of our prayers, and to improve our moral and spiritual condition. 

Allah says, "Whoever strives in Our path, We surely guide them towards Us." If any
one wishes to gain Allah's nearness, he must strive in His path, and whoever makes this ef
fort is cleansed of his sins. The Holy Prophetsaw is reported to have said that when a man 
keeps fast in the hope of attaining Allah's bounty, Allah creates a distance of seventy years 
between him and the Fire. The Promised Messiahas says, "He who truly strives to attain Al
lah's nearness can never fail." In a Hadith-e-Qudsi Allah says: "Every act of man is for him
self, except fasting. Fasting is for me and I Myself will reward them for it. When any of you 
is fasting, he should neither use vulgar language nor abuse anyone. And if someone abuses 
him or quarrels with him he should only say, 'I am fasting." The Holy Prophetsaw says: 
"When a person keeps fast, the smell of his mouth becomes dearer to Allah than the scent of 
musk. And he who observes fast has two joys in store for him: first, when he breaks the fast, 
and, second, when he meets his Lord." 

Hazootba said: Ramadan is a training camp in which we learn how to get rid of our 
sins, and this is the goal everyone who observes fast should try to achieve. A man can only 
be seen to strive towards Allah if he continues to cleanse himself of his sins. When a person 
welcomes every Ramadan with this purpose in mind, it will win him Allah's approbation and 
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he will be happy that Ramadan has rid him of his ills and has enabled him to progress in 
Taqwa. We should make maximum use of this provision that Allah has made for us, and we 
should pass through the days of Ramadan in keeping with His commandments and should 
raise the standard of our worship. 

The Promised Messiahas has said that the purpose of fasting is not merely to go without 
food. He who observes fast should also keep himself busy in the remembrance of Allah so 
that he may detach himself from the world and come closer to Him. Fasting means giving up 
the food which nourishes the body and observe fast for the sake of Allah should always busy 
themselves with His remembrance so that they may partake of this spiritual nourishment as 
well.' This is the objective of fasting which brings a person nearer to Allah and grants him 
Taqwa. As we pass through Ramadan, may Allah enable us to keep ourselves focused on 
gaining His approbation, and may our fasting be for Him alone and may we progress in 
Taqwa. 

During Khutba Thaniyah, Hazoofba spoke about the sad demise of Saeeda Begum 
Sahiba (wife of Jalaluddin Shams Sahib), Saeeda Begum Sahiba (wife of Maulana Abul Ata 
Jalandhari Sahib) and Nasira Begum Sahiba (wife of Chaudhry Sayyed Muhammad Sarwar 
Sahib). Hazoor spoke about the sacrifices made by these ladies for the Jama'at as well as 
their piety and their strong attachment with Khilafat. Hazoor prayed that Allah may grant 
them a lofty station in heaven and may their progeny follow in their pious footsteps. Ameen. 

(Ch. Hameedullah) 
Wakil-e-A'la, 
Tahrik-e-Jadid Anjuman Ahmadiyya Pakistan 

******* 
FASTING 

Hadhrat Abu Hurairahra relates that the Holy Prophet'8 w said: "Allah, the 
Lord of Honor and Glory says: 'All deeds of a son of Adam are for himself, but 
his fasting is for Me and I shall be its reward.' The fast is a shield. When any of 
you is fasting he should eschew loose talk and noisy exchanges. Should 
anyone revile him or seek to pick a quarrel with him, he should respond with: 'I 
am observing a fast.' By Him in Whose Hands is the life of Muhammad, the 
breath of one who is fasting is purer in the sight of Allah than the fragrance of 
musk. One who fasts experiences two joys: He is joyful when he breaks his 
fast, and he is joyful by virtue of his fast when he meets his Lord. ' " 

(Bukhari kitabussaum bab hal yaqul inni sa'im idha shutima) 
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A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE FRIDAY SERMON 
OF 

HADHRA T KHALIFA TUL MASIH "AB" 
DELIV'£R£D ON 21 TH SEPTEMBER, 2007 

On 21st September 2007, Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih yaba delivered the Friday Sermon 
at Baitul Futuh Mosque, London. Here are some extracts from Hazoor'saba Sermon: 

After reciting verse 185 and 186 of Surah Al-Baqarah, which are as follows: 
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The prescribed fasting is for a fixed number of days, but whoso among you is sick or 
is on a journey shall fast the same number of other days; and for those who are able to fast 
only with great difficulty is an expiation--the feeding of a poor man. And whoso performs a 
good work with willing obedience, it is better for him. And fasting is good for you, if you 
only knew. 

The month of Ramadan is that in which the Qur' an was sent down as a guidance for 
mankind with clear proofs of guidance and discrimination Therefore, whosoever of you is 
present at home in this month, let him fast therein. But whoso is sick or is on a journey, shall 
fast the same number of other days. Allah desires to give you facility and He desires not 
hardship for you, and that you may complete the number, and that you may exalt Allah for 
His having guided you and that you may be grateful. 
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After the recitation Hazoofba said: It is said in these verses that the few days of 
Ramadan have been set aside for your training and to make you Mujahids. It has been made 
binding upon you to fast during these days so that you may attain the object of your lives. 
But if you are unable to fast due to unavoidable travel or temporary illness, you have to 
make up for those days afterwards. Do not think that this concession gives you the excuse 
not to fast. It is important for your spiritual progress that you should compensate for the fasts 
you have missed, due to illness or travel, by fasting for the same number of days after Rama
dan. This is what is expected of a true believer. During Ramadan, Allah gives us the oppor
tunity to fight our moral and spiritual weaknesses and we make the best use of them. 

Allah says that anyone who is unable to observe fasting should pay Fidya, which 
means to provide for the fasting of a needy person. The Promised Messiahas says that this Di
vine injunction refers to people who cannot complete their fasts afterwards, like a very old 
man or an expecting mother. Only such people have the option to pay Fidya without having 
to make up for their missed fasts afterwards the Promised Messiahas has also said that the re
ligion which does not include striving and endeavor is of no use. It is a great sin to cast away 
the burden that Allah has placed upon us. Allah says that I guide only those who strive in My 
path. The Promised Messiahas has said that if a person eagerly awaits the arrival of Ramadan, 
looks forward to fasting, but is unable to fast due to illness, he will not be deprived of his re
ward in heaven. Ahmadis should observe their fasts understanding the true spirit of Ramadan 
and should avoid making unnecessary excuses to avoid fasting. 

Hazoofba said: The month of Ramadan is that during which the Holy Qur' an was re
vealed. As a mark of gratitude for this we should pay more attention towards Allah's wor
ship during these days, and should try to purify ourselves and to observe fasts as He has 
commanded us. If we observe the fasts with all their conditions, Allah will also keep His 
promise and will enable us to do more good deeds and will rewards us abundantly. During 
this month as we raise the quality of worship and observe fasts, we should also try to im
prove our moral condition so that we may be rid of the evil within ourselves and may get 
closer to Allah. 

The Promised Messiahas says that the verse "It was in the month of Ramadan that the 
Holy Qur' an was revealed" signifies the importance of this month. The Sufis have written 
that this month is extremely valuable for illuminating one's heart and many visions are ex
perienced during this month. While prayer cleanses the soul, fasting enlightens the heart. 
During this month we should try to observe prayers that will truly purify us. The verse also 
reminds us that the Angel Gabriel used to come to the Holy Prophetsaw during every Rama
dan and go through the portion of the Holy Qur'an that had been revealed until that time, and 
it is reported that during the last Ramadan of the Holy Prophet'ssaw life they twice went 
through the whole of the Qur'an. Ramadan, therefore, has a strong link with the Qur'an and 
it is important for us not only to recite it but also to learn its translation and ponder over its 
meanings. If we want to make the best use of Ramadan we should try to abide by all the Di
vine commandments. May Allah enable us to reap all the blessings of this month. Ameen 

(Ch. Hameedullah) 
W akil-e-A 'la, 
Tahrik-e-Jadid Anjuman Ahmadiyya Pakistan 
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A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE FRIDAY SERMON 
OF 

HADHRAT KHALIFATUL MASIH "ABA 

D£IJ\f£R£D ON 26TH S£PTEMB£R, 2007 

On 28th September 2007, Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih yaba delivered the Friday Sermon 
at Baitul Futuh Mosque, London. Here are some extracts from Hazoor' saba Sermon: 

Hazoor3ba said: By the grace of Allah, we are passing through the holy month of 
Ramadan, and the Holy Qur'an tells us that this month has been set out specifically so that 
we may reform our spiritual and moral condition and try to attain Allah's approbation and 
His forgiveness, and so that our prayers may be accepted. Allah has promised that He will 
accept the prayers of anyone who prays to Him. The Holy Prophetsaw has said that the first 
ten days of this month are the days of Mercy, the middle ten days are the days of Forgive
ness, and the last ten days are for redemption from the fire of hell. During the last ten days 
there is a night known as Laila-tul-Qadr (or the Night of Destiny), and whoever prays during 
this night, all his prayers are accepted. 

Hazoor3ba said: In the few days that are left, let us try even harder to make the best 
use of this blessed month. Allah says that there are certain conditions which a believer must 
meet if he wants to benefit from Ramadan. The first condition is that he should have such 
firm faith in Allah and all His attributes that no one should be able to shake it. Secondly, he 
should have the conviction that Allah listens to prayers and accepts them. When the faith of 
a believer is thus strengthened, he draws closer to Allah and Allah even speaks to him. The 
third condition is that, Allah says, "O Muhammad, people can only experience the accep
tance of their prayers if they stick to you. Only those will enjoy nearness to Me who have 
perfect faith in My Messenger and only such people will hear My answer." The fourth condi
tion is that one should pray to gain Allah's approbation. Allah says that when My servant 
prays for a meeting with Me, he will find Me near him, and if he wishes to hear My answer, 
he must abide by My commandments. The fifth condition for the acceptance of prayers is 
that the supplicant should try to avoid all sins. The sixth condition is that the suppliant 
should give precedence to his faith above all worldly things and should shun all vulgar and 
frivolous pursuits. The seventh condition is to pray consistently for the betterment of your 
practical and spiritual condition and to remain steadfast upon it. The eighth condition is that 
the prayer should be within the realm of the Divine law of nature. Any prayer that is contrary 
to Allah's teachings will not be accepted. The ninth condition is that one should not only 
pray in difficulty and adversity, but should remember Allah even in times of peace and tran
quility. The tenth condition for the acceptance of prayers is that the supplicant must not be 
hasty. The Promised Messiahas has said that no man can truly benefit from his prayer unless 
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he shows patience to the utmost degree and perseveres in his prayers. The eleventh condition 
is that one must carry one's prayers to the utmost degree, and must supplicate and beseech 
God with prayers so sincere and heartfelt as the cries of a child. 

Hazooraba said: All the prayers that are offered under these conditions and abiding by 
Allah's commandments are sure to be answered by Allah, and such people are the guided 
ones. 

Hazooraba said: The word Ramadan has its root in the word Ramd, which means the 
heat of the sun. In Ramadan man experiences two kinds of heat, first he gives up eating and 
drinking and his bodily pleasures, and, secondly, he experiences a motivation to abide by Al
lah's commandments. As we follow Allah's injunctions and fulfill our duty to Him, we 
should also attend to our duties towards our fellow beings, only then will we be considered 
the guided ones. 

(Ch. Hameedullah) 
Wakil-e-A'la, 
Tahrik-e-Jadid Anjuman Ahmadiyya Pakistan 

****** 

l'tikaf 
Hadhrat 'A'ishahra relates that the Holy Prophetsaw went into retreat 

(l'tikaj) during the last ten days of Ramadan till Allah the Exalted caused his 
death. Thereafter his wives used to go into retreat. 

( Bukhari kitabul i 'tikaf babul i 'tikaf fil 'ashril awakhir) 

Lailatul Qadr 
Hadhrat Ibn 'Umarra relates that some of the Companions of the Holy 

Prophetsaw dreamt that the Night of Decrees was among the last seven nights of 
Ramadan, whereupon the Holy Prophetsaw said: "I see that your dreams all 
agree upon the last seven nights. Whoever, then, seeks the Night of Decrees 
should look for it among the last seven nights of Ramadan." 

( Bukhari kitabussaum bah tamsu lailatul qadr fissab 'al awakhir) 

******* 
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HOW ONE CAN BENEFIT FROM 
RAMADAN 

Syed Shamshad Ahmad Nasir, 
Missionary, Southwest 

Once again we have the great fortune to reap the glorious blessings of the Blessed Holy 
Month of Ramadan. The Holy Prophet, Muhammad (peace be upon him), called this month 
'the blessed month" as Allah rewards us, seven to one thousand times more, for the good 
deeds we do during this month. The following are some suggestions on how one can take 
full advantage of God's blessings and benefit from this glorious month of Ramadan: 

1- Congregational Prayers 

It is mentioned several times in the Holy Qur'an that one should observe prayers in 
congregation. The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said that the reward for observing con
gregational prayers is 27 times more than that of prayers offered by a person on his own. 
Each Muslim should therefore strive hard to attend congregational prayers so that he/she can 
enjoy the extra blessings during the Blessed Holy Month of Ramadan 

2-Tahaijud (Midnight/ Dawn) Prayer 

Believers should make utmost effort to perform Tahajjud Prayers on a daily basis. The 
Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw used to observe Tahajjud Prayers by performing eight Raka'at 
Nawafil then three Raka 'at Wit 'r. It is suggested that one should take special measures to al
locate some time to perform Tahajjud Prayer during the night after midnight or at dawn, as 
many Ahadith (traditions of the Holy Prophet5aw of Islam) emphasize the benefits of this su
pererogatory prayer. 

3-Taraweeh Prayer 

Taraweeh Prayer is a special congregational prayer performed exclusively in the month 
of Ramadan. Muslims should make special effort to observe this prayer in the Mosque. One 
should note that Taraweeh Prayers must not be treated as a substitute for Tahajjud Prayer 
which stands separate and in itself has very great rewards from Allah. 

4-Recitation of The Holy Qur'an: 

The Holy Qur'an was first revealed to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw in the month of 
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Ramadan so there is a deep relationship between Ramadan and the Holy Qur'an. In other 
words, the month of Ramadan is like a birthday of the Holy Qur' an. Muslims frequently re
cite the Holy Qur'an during this month and study its profound meanings. In accordance with 
the Sunnah (Practice) of the Holy Prophetsaw, one should try to read the entire Qur'an twice 
if possible, or at least once, during Ramadan. 

5-Supplicate, Supplicate and Supplicate 

There is no doubt that Ramadan is the month of acceptance of prayers. Had.rat Uma.r3 
relates, that the Holy Propheeaw said, "Allah forgives the supplicant in Ramadan and the req
uester is never returned un-rewarded." In the Holy Qur'an Allah says to the Holy Prophetsaw, 
"When my servants ask thee about Me, say, I am near; I answer the prayer of the supplicant 
when he prays to Me." 

6- Zikr-e-llahi, Forgiveness and Invoking Blessings on 
the Holy Propher•w 

Zikr-e-Ilahi (Remembrance of Allah) is highly recommended during this blessed 
month. One should remember Allah and His blessings much and frequently ask for His for
giveness since He has promised to shower His blessings upon the believers during Ramadan. 
One should therefore not be neglectful, else the whole month passes by, and he reaps not a 
single benefit. The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said, "The example of the one who re
members Allah and one who doesn't is like (the difference between) a living and a dead per
son". 

7-Charity 

During the month of Ramadan, Allah rewards one more for the material and financial 
sacrifices offered to meet the needs of others. Allah has given the believers special com
mands which, when followed, will lead to spiritual purification and physical health. Believ
ers are taught to abandon everything for the sake of Allah and make sacrifices of one's needs 
and wishes. Ramadan gives awareness of the needs of others who are deprived of basic ne
cessities. One way to win Allah's blessings, therefore, is to give more in charity and Sa
daqat. The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) was the most generous human being on earth. 
He never allowed any needy person to return empty handed. If, he could not meet a person's 
need at that time he would advise him to borrow the required item or money and later when 
means became available the Holy Propheta\saw would pay back the debt on behalf of the per
son. During Ramadan, the Holy Prophetsaw would give so much that his generosity seems to 
have no bounds. 

8- Fitrana 

Fitrana (a fund for underprivileged people so that they can celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr) is 
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made obligatory for every believer with no limitation to age. It is a specified amount that 
every Muslim has to give in Ramadan. The purpose is twofold; it teaches one to make sacri
fice and is used to bring some happiness in the life of the unprivileged. 

9- I 'tekaf (Retreat in the Mosque) 
during last ten days of Ramadan 

The last ten days of the month of Ramadan is the period where believers gather in the 
Mosque and stay for the entire duration spending their time in supplication to Almighty Al
lah. The Mu 'takif (one who observes the I'tekaj) finds a solitary place away from any kind of 
disturbance and worldly business and spends this period, uninterrupted, in the remembrance 
of Allah. He invokes blessings on the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him), recites the Holy 
Qur'an, asks for Allah's forgiveness, supplicates for the problems of human beings and for 
the unity of the Muslim Community. 

10-Lailatul Qadr 

The Holy Quar'an states about Lailatul Qadr, "The Night of Decree is better than a 
thousand months". (Al-Qadr: 4) The majority of Muslims wish to find this great night of Al
lah's blessings as Allah says that believers should try to find it in the last ten days of the 
month of Ramadan. It is a great opportunity for those who missed most of the prayers due to 
worldly businesses that either they perform l'tikaf or spend greater parts of their days and 
nights in seeking Allah's blessings. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said, 
"Allah will forgive all the past sins of a person who prays in the night of Lailatul Qadr with 
pure intention and is a true believer". (Muslim). 

11-Eidul Fitr 

Allah has commanded Muslims to have a celebration at the end of Ramadan. This 
special day is called Eidul Fitr and it's a reward for those who have submitted to the will of 
Allah during the month of Ramadan. Muslims celebrate this very auspicious day because Al
lah has given them an opportunity to achieve the benefits of Ramadan in their life time. It is 
also a way to express their thanks to Allah for all the extra bounties He has given during 
Ramadan. The Holy Prophet5aw always insisted that all Muslim men, women and children 
must participate in Eidul Fitr Prayers and celebrations which is a reward for bearing the 
hardships in Ramadan. Eidul Fitr brings the believers closer to Allah and that is the true hap
piness. 

******* 
Hadhrat 'Abdullah bin 'Abbasra relates that someone asked the Holy Prophetsaw: 

"Whose ,ompany is better? The Holy Prophet53 said: 'Whose company reminds you of God 
Almighty, whose talk increases your knowledge, and whose deeds remind you about the Day 
of Judgement.' " 

(At-Targhib wa 'tTarhib - At-Targhib fl majalasitul'ulama-, p 7611) 
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CONCEPTS OF KHILAFAT: 
POLITICAL AND APOLITICAL 

Mubasher Ahmad, 
Missionary West Midwest 

To understand the 
concepts of Khilafat, we 
have to go back to the 
Qur'an as its original 
source. In Arabic, the term 
'Khalifah' means 'succ
essor/deputy/vicegerent'. In 
the Qur'an, the terms 'Kha
lifa' (in singular), 'Khulafa' 
and 'Khalaa 'if (in plural) 
have a wider connotation 
than merely civil or politi
cal leadership. The Qur'an 
uses the title of 'Khalifah' 
for political as well as non
political figures. For exam
ple, the title of 'Khalifah' is 
repeatedly used in the 
Qur'an for Adam who was, 
from Islamic perspective, 
not a political leader: 

The Qur'an says: 
When thy Lord said unto 
the angels, '/ am about to 
place a Khalifa (vicegerent) 
on the earth, ' they said, 
'Will You place therein one 
who will cause disorder, 
and shed blood? We glorify 
You with Your praise and 
extol Your holiness.' He an
swered, '/ know what you 
know not' (2:31). 

In Islamic theology, 
Adam is understood to be 

the first Prophet of God. 
The use of the title of 
'Khalifah' for him indicates 
that Adam must not the first 
human being , as he was a 
"successor" a "Khalifah" to 
others who had gone before 
him. It opens up the possi
bility to consider that there 
were other humans who 
lived before Adam, and 
who might have caused dis
order, and shed blood. The 
eminent Muslim scholar 
and mystic Muhaiud Din 
Ibn Arabi held the same 
opinion, and referred to a 
saying of the Prophet of Is
lam that God had created no 
Jess than a hundred thou
sand Adams. 

(Futuhat-e-Mecciya, iii. 
607.) 

Moreover, the words 
'Khalaa'if' and 'Khula
fa' (the plural of 'Khalifa') 
are used in the Qur'an for 
succeeding generations or 
nations in the sense that 
God made them the leading 
nations as against those 
people who were perished 
in the past. 

The Qur' an states: 
And remember the time 
when He made you as Khu
lafa after the people of 
Noah, and made you a 
great nation. (7:70). 

And remember the 
time when He appointed 
you as Khulafa after the 
people of 'Ad, and assigned 
you an abode in the land 
(7:75). 

For political leader
ship, the Qur'an calls King 
David a Khalifah who ruled 
Israel. After his death, his 
son Solomon inherited an 
empire that covered a wide 
area in the Middle East. 
The Muslims consider 
David and Solomon not 
only kings of Israel, but 
also Prophets of God. 

About King David, 
the Qur'an says: 'O David! 
We have made you a Khali
fah in the earth; so judge 
between men with justice 
and follow not vain desires, 
lest it should lead you 
astray from the way of 
God.' (38:27). 
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This verse of the 
Quran makes it clear that 
establishment of justice, ab
staining from vain desires, 
and staying on the path of 
God are essential for a 
Khalifah. 

In the Chapter of the 
Qur' an entitled Al-Nur -
"The Light", it is stated that 
God has promised Khilafat 
to those who posses faith, 
and do good works: 

God has promised 
those of you who believe 
and do deeds of righteous
ness that surely He will 
make them successors on 
the earth as He made suc
cessors from among their 
predecessors, and that He 
will surely establish for 
them their faith which He 
has approved for them, and 
that He will surely replace 
their state of fear with a 
state of security and peace. 
They will worship Me 
(alone) and they will not 
associate anything with Me 
(24:56). 

Thus, according to the 
Qur' an, the fundamental 
source of Islam, God's 
promise to establish Khila
fat among the believers is 
firmly rooted in their moral 
and spiritual condition. In 
this specific sense, it can be 
argued that according to the 
Qur'an, Khilafat deals with 
religious and spiritual lead-
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ership more than the politi
cal authority among the 
Muslims. 

In other words, a 
Khalifah is required essen
tially to establish the Unity 
of God, His worship, and to 
engender a pious and reli
gious society, as distinct 
from holding some political 
influence. Therefore, in the 
Qur' anic sense of the word, 
a Muslim political ruler 
may not necessarily be 
called a Khalifah if he him
self is not morally upright, 
or does not endeavor to 
maintain good religious be
havior among other Mus
lims. On the other hand, a 
non-political leader who in
stitutes and works for the 
intrinsic moral and spiritual 
values in a Muslim society 
could be called a Khalifah 
though he may not hold any 
temporal office. 

The Mission of the 
Prophet 

The concept of Khila
fat in its essence is a con
tinuation of the mission of 
the Prophet so that the ob
jectives of Khilaf at and 
prophet-hood remain the 
same. 

The question may be 
asked: What was the mis
sion of the Prophet of Is
lam? To answer this ques
tion, I refer to the earliest 
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period of Prophet Muham
mad's call (peace and bless
ings be on him). 

To escape the bitter 
persecution at the hands of 
the Quraish of Mecca, a 
small party of 80 Muslim 
men and women had taken 
refuge in Abyssinia (the 
modern day Ethiopia) 
where a Christian ruler by 
the name of Najashi (or Ne
gus) was well-known for 
his just and compassionate 
rule. The opponents of Is
lam, the Meccans sent their 
envoys to fetch those Mus
lims back, but the Christian 
king of Abyssinia refused 
to do so unless he heard the 
Muslims to present their 
case in his court. When 
asked by the king to explain 
the new religion, Jafar bin 
Abu Talib, a leader of the 
refugee Muslims, made the 
following statement: 

"O, King! We were 
plunged in the depth of ig
norance and barbarism; we 
adored idols, and lived in 
unchastely ... We disre
garded every decent human 
feeling, and ignored the du
ties of hospitality and good 
neighborhood. We knew no 
law but that of the might. 
Then, God raised among us 
a man of whose birth, truth
fulness, honesty and purity 
we were well-aware. He 
called us to the Unity of 
God, and taught us not to 
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associate anything with 
Him. He forbade us the 
worship of idols; and en
joined us to speak the truth, 
to be faithful to our trusts, 
to be merciful and to dis
charge the rights of 
neighbors. He forbade us to 
speak evil of women; or to 
usurp the property of the 
orphans. He commanded us 
to stay away from sin, and 
abstain from evil. He taught 
us to off er prayers, render 
alms and to observe fast. .. " 

Thus, in these words, 
Jaf ar bin Abu Talib summa
rized the mission of Mu
hammad, the Prophet of Is
lam. His mission was obvi
ously a moral and spiritual 
reformation, and it re
mained so at the heart of his 
prophethood till the last day 
of his life. 

Towards the end of 
his life, Prophet Muham
mad was also given politi
cal authority as the head of 
the newly emerging Muslim 
State. To be a statesman 
was an added responsibility 
to his moral and spiritual 
authority over the believers, 
and he conducted brilliantly 
the administrative affairs of 
the nascent Muslim com
munity using mutual con
sultation (Mushawarat) 
with his competent and 
close companions. 

The Prophet has been 
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acknowledged as one of the 
most successful and influ
ential statesman in the 
world history. However, it 
is clear that the main objec
tive of his mission as the 
Messenger of God was 
moral and spiritual reforma
tion. 

The Rightly Guided 
Khilafat 

His death came rather 
quickly and unexpectedly, 
and his followers went into 
a state of shock and confu
sion. However, the majority 
of his companions elected 
Abu Bakr as the first 
Khalifa-tur-Rasool, that is, 
the Successor to the Mes
senger. Abu Bakr and the 
next three Khalifahs -
namely, Umar ibn al
Khattab, Uthman bin Affan 
and Ali ibn Abi Talib- were 
among the closest and most 
devoted companions of the 
Prophet. 

The Khalifahs not 
only discharged their re
sponsibilities as the heads 
of the expanding Islamic 
empire, but also continued 
to carry out Prophet's main 
mission. They understood 
that the religion of Islam 
was had been completed in 
the life of the Prophet, and 
that the revelations of the 
Qur'an had ceased with the 
death of the Prophet, but to 
keep his mission going was 
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of paramount importance to 
them, and they carried on 
the Prophetic mission the 
best they could. 

They led the five daily 
prayers as Imam-us-Salat; 
and imparted religious 
knowledge, its precepts and 
underlying wisdom to the 
fellow Muslims through 
their Friday sermons, mu
tual discussions, speeches, 
edict and rulings. They 
fully utilized the institution 
of Mushawarat, that is, mu
tual consultation, as was or
dained in the Qur' an and 
practiced by the Prophet 
himself. 

[REF: WA amro hum shura 
bainahum: (42:38)] & 
[REF: Wa shawir hum .fil 
amr (3:159)]. 

They upheld the rights 
of the poor, the needy, the 
orphans and the widows, 
and remained above any 
party-politics. That's why 
they are known in Islamic 
history as Khulafa-e-Rash
idun - "the Rightly Guided 
Successors" of the Messen
ger of Allah. 

Safeguarding the Text 
of the Qur'an 

One of the major tasks 
they undertook was to pre
serve the text of the Qur' an 
in written form. The proc
ess of writing the verses of 
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the Qur' an had in fact 
started in the life of the 
Prophet who had received 
the Qur' an piecemeal in the 
course of 23 years. In addi
tion to memorize the 
Qur'anic revelations cor
rectly, the verses of the 
Quran were put immedi
ately into writing by the 
scribes before Prophet's 
own eyes. That's why the 
Qur'an calls itself Al
Kitab - the Book or the 
Writing. The task of bring 
all the written material to
gether in one authenticated 
volume was taken up in the 
era of the first Khalifah, 
Abu Bakr, and completed in 
the time of the third Khali
fah, Usman bin Affan. 

Political Khilafat in 
Islamic History 

After the Khulafa-e
Rashidun, many Muslim 
rulers throughout Islamic 
history used the title 
'Khalifah'. Yazid, the son 
of Muawiyya, inherited 
kingship from his father (in 
680 AD) and thus the 
Umayya family initiated a 
new phase in the history of 
Islam, changing the election 
of Khilafat by mutual con
sultation to a system of in
herited monarchy. The 
House of Umayyad ruled 
the Muslim world for al
most a century. The 
Abbasid overthrew the 
Umayyad in 749 AD, and 
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they retained the political 
power for next five centu
ries. The Umayyad and 
Abbasid kings kept the title 
of Khalifah. In 1258, when 
the Mongols attacked Bagh
dad, the then Khalifah al
Musta'sim was executed. 
Three years later, a surviv
ing member of the Abbasid 
family was installed as a 
Khalifah at Cairo under the 
patronage of the Mamluk 
Sultanate; but his authority 
remained a "shadow" 
Khilafat, mostly limited to 
ceremonial and religious 
matters. 

The End of Political 
Khilafat 

The Turkish Otto
man rulers preferred to use 
the title "Sultan" for them
selves, but the seventh Sul
tan, Mehmed II (1432-
1481) and his son Selim I, 
claimed to be the Khalif ahs 
to justify their conquest of 
Islamic heartland. When the 
Ottoman Empire defeated 
the Mamluk Sultanate in 
1517, the last Abbasid 
Khalifah at Cairo, al
Mutawakkil III, was impris
oned and taken to Istanbul, 
where he reportedly 
"surrendered" the Khilafat 
to Selim I. After that, the 
title of Khilafat took a kind 
of permanency once again. 
But the so-called Khalifahs 
were far-removed from the 
moral and spiritual norms 
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set by the Prophet and the 
early "Rightly Guided Khu
lafah" and none of them 
could claim the religious 
and spiritual leadership of 
the entire Muslim Umma. 

By the end of World 
War I, the Turkish Ottoman 
Empire was defeated and its 
territories were occupied by 
European Allies. The 36th 
Sultan, Mehmed VI, was 
exiled, and after his death 
the Sultanate was abolished 
in 1922. However, his 
cousin, the Crown Prince 
Abdul Majid II, was elected 
by the Turkish National As
sembly in Ankara as 
'Khalifah'. Later, on March 
3, 1924, he was deposed 
and expelled from Turkey 
along with the rest of his 
family, and Mustafa Kemal 
(Ataturk) formally abolish
ing Khilafat for ever. Abdul 
Majid II, therefore, is con
sidered to be the last politi
cal Khalifah among the 
Muslims. 

Sufi Orders and 
Apolitical Khilaf at 

The lavish lifestyle of 
the elite ruling class under 
the monarchical political 
rulers had caused a reac
tion, and many pious Mus
lims were led towards mys
ticism. The moral and spiri
tual essence of Khilaf at was 
preserved and sustained by 
the Sufi orders, the mystics 
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of Islam. Eminent Sufi lead
ers emerged since the 
eighth century, and with the 
passage of time the mystic 
trend was further height
ened. The famous Sufi or
ders of Naqshbandiya, 
Qadriya, Suhrawardi, Chi
shtiyya, Mawaalawiyya, 
and many others, were 
formed in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries. 

The use of the title 
of Khalifahs a non-political 
entity became customary 
among the deputies and 
successors of the founders 
of Sufi orders. For example, 
Qutbud Din Bakhtiar Kaki 
(d.1235 AD) was a contem
porary saint and the princi
pal Khalifah of Muinud Din 
Chishti (d.1236) -- the 
founder of the famous and 
highly respected Chishtiyya 
Order among the Muslims. 
Farid-ud-Din Masud Ganj 
Shakar (d. 1265) was a 
Khalifah (successor) of 
Bakhtiar Kaki; and his 
Khalifah was the famous 
saint Nizamud Din Auliya 
(d.1325) of Delhi, India. 

Held in great es
teem, the Sufi Kkalifahs ex
ercised moral and spiritual 
authority over the hearts 
and minds of the people by 
laying emphasis on piety, 
and resistance to worldly 
temptations, and showing 
their followers ways how to 
attain nearness to God 

18 

through esoteric doctrines 
and practices. They were 
saintly persons with strong 
faith in the power of prayer. 
They experienced true 
dreams and visions, re
ceived personal di vine reve
lations, and even perform
ance of miracles was attrib
uted to them. 

Ahmadiyya: 
A Modern Non
political Khilaf at 

I would like to 
briefly talk about the insti
tution of a non-political 
Khilafat in modem times 
which is in existence now 
for 100 years. Its strength is 
steadily growing. It is 
known as Khilafat-e-Ahm
adiyya. 

The Ahmadiyya Khi
lafat is of interest to study 
because it is a reformist, 
dynamic, and fast growing 
internationally. It categori
cally rejects militant jihad, 
and it forbids the use of 
violence for any reason in 
any form. 

It is the only well
knit International Islamic 
organization that endorses a 
separation of mosque and 
state. It does not believe 
that Islamic life can be suc
cessfully enforced by any 
government over its popula
tion just by enacting the 
Shariyah laws. It strives at 

Ahmadiyya Gazette USA 

the grass-root reformation 
of the Muslims at large, and 
believes that religion is a 
personal choice of an indi
vidual, and as such freedom 
of religion should be pro
tected. The Ahmadi Mus
lims believe in a workable 
possibility of the concept of 
separation of religion and 
government within Islamic 
countries. 

The Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Jama'at started out 
of a small village called 
Qadian, in the Punjab, in 
India in 1889. The founder, 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
(1835-1908) claimed to be 
the awaited Mahdi and the 
Messiah of the Muslims. He 
initiated a Messianic move
ment to revive the faith of 
Islam in its moral and spiri
tual dimensions, like Jesus 
Christ he announced, that 
there were two main Com
mandments of God: One 
was to love and obey God; 
and the second was to dem
onstrate compassion and 
love for all mankind. 

To achieve these ob
jectives, his methodology 
was also clearly defined: 
He stated that his course of 
action was "to work for the 
betterment of mankind in 
the manner of the Israeli 
prophet of Nazareth, the 
Messiah, with extreme hu
mility, meekness, modesty, 
love and courtesy" (Tabligh 
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Risalat, Vol. 1, p.11 ). 

Upon his death in 
1908, an eminent religious 
scholar, Alhaj Maulana Nu
rud Deen was unanimously 
elected by his followers as 
his first Khalifah on to con
tinue his mission. He was 
entitled Khalifatul Masih, 
that is Successor to the 
Messiah. On the demise of 
Alhaj Maulana Nurud Deen 
in 1914, Mirza Bashirud 
Din Mahmood Ahmad 
(1889-1965) was elected to 
be the Second Khalifah. 
However, at the time of his 
election, a split occurred, 
and a dissident section 
shifted to the city of La
hore, presently in Pakistan. 
The main body of the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim com
munity remained loyal and 
united under the leadership 
of the Second Khalifah, 
who led the movement for 
52 long years. He passed 
away in 1965. At the death 
of Khalifah, elections of the 
Successors have been con
ducted for new Khalifah in 
1965, 1982 and 2003. Pres
ently, Mirza Masroor 
Ahmad is the 5th Khalifah 
of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Jama'at. 

Khilafat Through 
Elections 

Presently, the bran
ches of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Jama'at are estab-
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lished in more than 180 
countries. In each country, 
the Community elects a Na
tional Executive Body and 
a National President called 
Ameer, through the process 
of voting. The elections of 
the National Ameers are ap
proved by the Khalifah. In 
every country, there are lo
cal chapters that elect local 
Presidents and executive 
bodies to minister the local 
community affairs. 

While all the office
holders are elected for fixed 
terms by the members of 
the community, the Khali
fah is elected for life by an 
Electoral College. The 
Electoral College consists 
of all the National Ameers, 
the executive Heads and 
Secretaries of Central Di
rectorate, and all missionar
ies who have worked for at 
least three years. The Khali
fah is elected on the basis 
of his piety, religious 
knowledge, and services 
rendered to the Community, 
and not on the basis of his 
personal agenda. There are 
no self-promoting candi
dates during the life of an 
existing Khalifah. As a mat
ter of fact, canvassing in fa
vor of any individual is 
strictly prohibited before 
and during the election 
process. 

The Ahmadiyya 
Khilafat does not aspire for 
any political authority in 
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any country. It teaches its 
members to remain loyal to 
one's own country, and to 
respect and obey the laws 
of the land wherever one 
may chose to live. They are 
taught to follow legitimate 
legal process, and not by 
create chaos by taking law 
in their own hands. There
fore, it strongly rejects vio
lence and terrorism for any 
cause in the name of Is
lamic Jihad. 

Administrative 
Structure of the 

Ahmadiyya Khilafat 

Administratively, the 
Ahmadi Khalifah heads 
various departments of the 
organization, such as edu
cation, moral training, mis
sionary work, public rela
tions, social services, and 
publications. He also heads 
a system of arbitration 
known as the Qaza. 

The Khalifah pres
ides over meetings of an 
Advisory Consultative Cou
nci I (Majlis-e--Musha
warat) which discusses and 
approves policies and plans 
to promote the aims and ob
jectives of Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community. The 
Consultative Council also 
approves the Budget each 
year. The institution of 
Mushawarat is vitally im
portant process under 
Khilafat. The Ahmadiyya 
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Khilaf at gives utmost im
portance to the consultation 
process between elected 
leaders and representatives 
of the Community. 

The Ahmadiyya Ja
ma' at owns its own satellite 
TV channels that work 24 
hours, 7 days a week, 
throughout the year, broad
casting multiple programs 
on international level in 
several languages, includ
ing Arabic and Urdu. The 
Khalifah leads the five 
daily prayers wherever he 
may be. His Friday sermons 
(Jumu'ah Khutbas) are re
layed through satellite TV 
with simultaneous transla
tions in various languages. 

Attempts for the 
Survival/Revival of 

Political Khilaf at 

Presently there are 
more than 50 countries with 
a predominantly Muslim 
population, but all are with
out any political Khilafat. 
Muslims are coming to the 
realization that the root 
cause for their failure in re
viving political Khilafat is 
the decline in their morality 
and spirituality. Several at
tempts for the revival of po
litical Khilafat have failed. 
Jamal al-Din al-Afghani 
(1835-1897) attempted to 
unify some Muslim coun
tries without any success. 
His concept of Pan-
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Islamism diminished in 
front of emerging national
istic Pan-Arabism. The 
Khilafat Movement in India 
started in 1919 when Euro
pean allies decided to parti
tion the Ottoman Empire 
territories, but it could not 
preserve the integrity of the 
Khilafat and the Ottoman 
Empire. The Khilafat 
Movement was based on a 
non-factual premise that the 
Ottoman Khalifah was the 
'Universal Caliph' to whom 
all Muslims, everywhere in 
the world, owed allegiance. 
However, when the Turkish 
Muslims under the leader
ship of Mustafa Kemal 
Ataturk abolished Khilafat 
in 1924, the Indian Muslims 
were deeply hurt and hu
miliated and the Khilafat 
Movement collapsed. 

Later, in 1928, Hasan 
Al-Banna founded the Soci
ety of the Muslim Broth
ers) --- al-lkhwanul Mus
limun -- in Egypt, with the 
aim to unify Islamic gov
ernments in a system of 
Khilafat, but met with harsh 
suppression by some the 
governments of Muslim 
countries. Jama' at-e-lslami 
was founded as apolitical 
party by Maulana Abul 
A'la Maudoodi in 1941, but 
without any significant suc
cess to gain political power 
in any Muslim country. 

Another active Is-
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lamic political party, Hizb 
ut-Tahrir, founded in 1953 
by Sheik Taqiuddin al
Nabhani, is working to 
unite Muslims of the world 
under Islamic Law. It has 
held a few large gatherings 
to mobilize public opinion 
in the Muslim world for the 
revival of Khilafat. Even 
some terrorist and Jihadists 
including the militant al
Qaeda are calling the Mus
lims to get united for the 
restoration of a global 
Khilafat, but apparently 
there is no agreement on its 
methodology. 

To conclude, I sub
mit that though the political 
Khilafat may seem a desir
able concept for the present 
day Muslims of the world, 
but the current diversity of 
political systems within Is
lamic countries, and the 
sectarian divide and mutual 
distrust among the Muslims 
will not allow a unified Is
lamic government run by 
any political Khalifah. It 
will not happen. The other 
alternative is the process of 
reformation of Muslims 
from within to teach and 
educate them to live a pious 
Islamic life under a non
political leadership, and 
such moral and spiritual 
Khilafat will give some 
hope to be able to bring a 
unity among the Muslim 
nations. 
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KHILAFAT CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS IN THE US 

Nasir Mahmood Malik, 
Secretary KCCC-USA 

May 26, 2008 marked 
the completion of the first 
glorious century of the In
stitution of Khilafat-e-Ahm
adiyya. To express our deep 
gratitude to Almighty Allah 
for this unique and invalu
able gift and to commemo
rate His countless favors 
and blessings on the be
loved Jama'at of Hadhrat 
Ahmada·',through this Insti
tution, Hadhrat Khalifatul 
Masih yaba had kindly de
clared 2008 as the year of 
Centenary Khilafat-e-Ahm
adiyya. Also, Hazoofba gra
ciously approved a Scheme 
of Khi lafat Centenary Cele
brations (KCC) for the 
worldwide Jama'ats with 
two main objectives: 

A. Express our deep grati
tude to Almighty Allah 
through humble prayers 
for the continuity and 
success of the blessed 
Institution of Khilafat-e
Ahmadiyya till the Day 
of Judgment. 

B. Educate the world, espe
cially our younger gen
eration, about the neces
sity, importance and 
blessings of Khilafat-e-

Ahmadiyya and personal 
relationship with Hadh
rat Khalifatul Masih. 

Following 1s a brief 
overview of these celebra
tions in the US to-date 
(June 2008). 

January 1, 2008 

The KCC started with 
prayers and homage to Al
lah on January l, 2008. 
Congregational Tahajjudl 
Fajr Prayers and Dars were 
held in all mosques, mis
sion houses and Salat cen
ters. The festivities then 
followed with breakfast 
and/or sweets distribution. 
In major centers the atten
dance reached 300. In some 
Jama'ats non-Ahmadi nei
ghbors were presented with 
gifts and/or sweets. Light
ing was also arranged at 
several mosques and mis
sion houses. Many mem
bers m some Jama' ats 
fasted a day before or after 
January l. 

Many Jama'ats and 
Majlis Khuddamul Ahmadi
yya arranged sports and rec-

reational activities. 

February-March 2008 

Musleh Mau'ood Day 
and Masih-e-Mau'ood Day 
were observed more enthu
siastically, with higher turn
out, in all Jama'ats in the 
context of Khilafat Centen
ary. Special interactive pre
sentations were made to un
derscore the significance of 
Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya for 
our Jama' at as well as the 
world at large. 

May 26 & 27, 2008 

The Congregational 
Tahajjud/Fajr Prayers, bre
akfast and/or sweets distri
bution were repeated in all 
mosques, mission houses 
and Salat centers on May 
26 and 27. Lighting was 
also arranged at several 
mosques and mission 
houses. On May 27, many 
Jama'ats gathered to watch 
the historic address of 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih 
yaba, live via MTA. In 
some Jama'ats non Ahmadi 
neighbors were presented 
with gifts and/or sweets. 
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Many members in some Ja
ma' ats fasted a day before 
or after May 27. 

Regular Khilafat Day 
meetings were also held in 
most Jama 'ats. In addition 
to speeches on Khilafat, the 
life histories of all Khulafa 
were narrated in these 
meetings. Many Jama'ats 
and Majlis Khuddamul 
Ahmadiyya arranged sports 
and recreational activities. 

May 26 is a holiday 
(Memorial Day) for most 
members in the US. Many 
members took the day off 
from work or school on 
May 27. Thus most mem
bers spent the whole 4-day 
weekend in prayers, reflec
tion and festivities. 

June 2008 

A historic Jalsa 
Salana was held on June 
20-22 at Farm Show Com
plex & Expo Center, Har
risburg, PA with an atten
dance of over 9,500. 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih 
vaba graced this Jalsa with 
his presence and 3 ad
dresses. Additionally, a to
tal of 14 speeches on Khila
fat related topics (10 in men 
and 4 in women) were de
livered. 

A mushaira was held 
on June 21 evening with 20 
poets and 400 attendees. 
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This mushaira was also re
ported on BBC. 

National Banquet 

A national banquet 
was held on June 23 in the 
Hilton Hotel Banquet Hall, 
McLean, VA. Hadhrat Kha
lifatul Masih V 11

b
11 kindly 

graced this event with his 
presence and address. This 
event was attended by more 
than 300 guests and 70 
members. The guests in
cluded 14 physicians, 4 pro
fessors, 3 lawyers, 3 church 
ministers, 2 journalists, and 
l police chief and 11 repre
sentatives from various 
government, public and pri
vate organizations. 

Public Events 

In addition to the in
ternal Khilafat Day meet
ings on May 27, many Ja
ma' ats held local or re
gional public KCC meet
ings on various dates in 
large mosques or rented fa
cilities. In these meetings, 
hundreds of non-Ahmadi 
guests were introduced to 
Ahmadiyyat and Khilafat-e
Ahmadiyya. These pro
grams included exhibitions, 
receptions, and gifts for the 
guests. Many guests were 
invited to speak in these 
meetings as well where 
they complemented the Ja
ma' at for its global unity 
and peaceful pursuits. 
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KCC Fund 

The US Jama'at had 
pledged to collect $5.0M 
towards KCCF for the reno
vation and expansion of 
Langar Khana in Qadian, 
expansion of the Baitur 
Rahman Mosque, and the 
KCC Celebrations. To
date, the Jama'at has col
lected $2.95M. The expan
sion of Langar Khana and 
Baitur Rahman Mosque are 
in progress. 

DVDs and alislam.org 

All books and articles 
about Khilaf at were made 
available as video docu
ments on alislam.org. 
Similarly, Friday sermons 
of al I Khulaf a from 1908 to 
present were placed on line 
at alislam.org on the Friday 
sermon page. A DVD on 
Holy Qur'an with cross ref
erences was prepared con
taining commentaries of the 
Promised Messiah111

, Hadh
rat Khalifatul Masih I'"", 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih 
ff" (Tafsir-e-Kabeer and 
Tafsir-e-Saghir), Urdu 
translation of the Holy 
Qur'an by Hadhrat Khali
fatul Masih IV'\ and the 
English commentaries of 
the Holy Qur'an in short 
form and 5-volume detailed 
commentary. 

Souvenirs: 

10,000 copies of an 
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international souvenir mag
azine (Mosques around the 
World) were published. 
The direct sale of this 
magazine in the US is in 
progress. 4,000 copies were 
supplied to Tabshir for in
ternational sale/distribution. 

5,000 copies of a his
toric national souvenir mag
azine were published and 
mailed to all Ahmadi 
homes free of charge. This 
magazine was also distrib
uted as a gift to many non
Ahamdi friends and several 
worldwide Jama 'ats. 

A CD was prepared 
containing all the pre
scribed books on Khilafat. 
Copies of this CD were 
mailed to all Ahmadi 
homes free of charge. 

A special monthly 
Khilafat magazine was pub
lished (4,000 copies each) 
for one year, starting with 
May 2007, and was mailed 
to all Ahmadi homes free of 
charge. 

100,000 commemora
tive postage stamps (in 20 
stamp sheet format) were 
printed. The sale of these 
stamps is in progress. This 
stamp sheet was also dis
tributed as a gift to many 
non-Ahamdi friends and 44 
worldwide Jama'ats. 

The following souve
nir articles were prepared 
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and sold or distributed free 
of charge to the members 
and sent to 44 worldwide 
Jama'ats as gifts: 

1. Time Piece Watches 
(2 styles) 

2. Desk Pen Holders 
3. Computer Bags 
4. China Cups 
5. Luggage Tags 
6. Ball Point Pens 

(distributed free) 

Exhibition 

A historic exhibition 
with khilafat theme was de
veloped for display at the 
US Jalsa Salana. The dis
plays included rare photo
graphs of Khulafa-e-Ahma
diyyat and charts depicting 
the blessings of Khilafat. 

Some displays from 
this exhibition were also 
supplied to various Ja
ma 'ats for 25 local or re
gional KCC events. 

Auxiliaries 

In addition to the 
above Jama 'at level activi
ties, all three auxiliaries are 
fully engaged in KCC by 
holding special sporting 
events, educational compe
titions, local, regional and 
national ljtamas, publica
tions, Khidmat-e-khalq pro
grams, etc. 

Majlis Ansarullah 
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conducted a Khilafat Essay 
competition with 40 partici
pants (3 Ansar, 4 Khuddam, 
12 Lajna, 14 At.fa! and 7 
Nasirat). 18 of these con
testants were awarded 
prizes at the US Jalsa 
Salana. 

Majlis Khuddamul 
Ahmadiyya (MKA) organ
ized an International Bas
ketball Tournament in New 
York in February with par
ticipation from 5 countries 
(Belgium, Canada, Ger
many, UK and USA). 
Similarly, MKA published 
a souvenir (comprising of 
Majlis Sultanul Qalam arti
cles) and adopted 51 high
ways. 

All auxiliaries are con
ducting the book exam (Al
Wasiyyat, Nubuwwat and 
Khilaf at, and Truth about 
Split - chapter 2) pre
scribed by Markaz. To
date, about 2,000 lajna 
members have taken this 
exam. 

Media Coverage 

Special advertiseme
nts were placed in many 
English, Urdu, Arabic and 
Bangla newspapers throu
ghout the country, includ
ing: 

English: 

l. Chino Champion 
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(CA), Chino Hill Cham
pion (CA), Chino 
Champion (CA), Chino 
Hill Champion (CA), 
Daily Breeze (CA), 
Daily Bulletin (CA), L. 
A. Times (CA), San 
Francisco Chronicle 
(CA), Chicago Tribune 
(IL), Fitchburg (MA), 
Baltimore Sun (MD), 
Maryland Gazette 
(MD), Finger Lake 
Times (NY), The Phila
delphia Inquirer (PA), 
York Daily Record 
(PA), Voice of Asia 
(TX), Patriot News, 
Paxton Herald, The 
News Journal, Lebanon 
Daily News, Intelli
gence Journal, Sun Her
ald, India Post, Daily 
Bulletin, Sun, India 
West, Weekly News, 
Daily Press, News Asia, 
Pakistan Chronicle, In
dependent Monitor. 

Urdu: 

Pakistan Times (TX), 
Pakistan Post, Pakistan 
Express, Asia Tribune, 
New York Awam, BBC 
Urdu Dot Com, Pakistan 
Journal, Nida-i-Waqt, 
Nawa-i-Pakistan. 

Arabic: 

AI-Akhbar 

******* 
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HOLY PROPHET 
Hadhrat Sa 'd bin Hisham bin 'Amirra relates, "I visited 

Hadhrat 'A'ishahra and requested her to tell me about the 
character of the Holy Prophetsaw. She stated that the 
character of the Holy Prophetsaw was the Holy Qur'an. Then 
she asked me: 'Did not you read in the Holy Qur'an where 
Allah the Most Honoured and Glorious says: 

Thou dost surely possess high moral excellences. (68:5)?'" 

(Musnad Ahmad, p 91/6, dala 'ilunnabuwwatu lil baihaqi) 

Hadhrat Sa 'd bin Hishamra relates that he visited 
Hadhrat 'A'ishahra and said: "O Mother of the faithful! Tell 
me about the character and conduct of the Holy Prophet53

• 

She said, 'Don't you read the Holy Qur'an?' I said, 'Why not! 
(Certainly, I read the Holy Qur'an.)' Then Hadhrat 
'A'ishahra said, 'The character of the Holy Prophetsaw was 
the Holy Qur'an.'" 

Another version is: "The character of the Holy 
Prophetsaw was in full accordance with the Holy Qur'an." 

( Muslim kitabussalat bab Jami' salatullail, majma 'ul bahar, vol. 1, 
p 372, dala 'ilunnabuwwatu lil-baihaqi, p 30811) 

Hadhrat 'A'ishahra relates that the character of the 
Holy Prophetsa was in accordance with the Holy Qur'an. 

( Mustadrik lilhakim tafsir suratul mu 'minun, vol 2, p 392, 
dala 'ilunnabuwwatu lil-baihaqi bab dhikr akhbar ruwait fl 
shama 'ilihi wa ikhlaquhi, p 309/1) 

Hadhrat Imam Malikrarelates that the Holy Prophetsaw said: 
"I have been commissioned (by Allah) for the completion of 
good morals." 

In another narration, Hadhrat Abu Hurairahra relates 
that the Holy Prophetsaw said, "I have been commissioned 
for the completion of noble morals." 

( Muwatta' Imam Malik bab fl husnul khulq, p 364, al-sununul 
kubra ma 'a jawah 
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KHILAFAT JUBILEE PROGRAM 

CENTRAL EAST REGION 

Inamul Haq Kauser, Missionary Central East 

MAY27,2008 

A Khilafat Jubilee 
Program was held at Re
gency House Hotel in North 
Jersey Jama'at on May 27, 
2008. The First Session of 
the program began at 12:10 
PM under the chairmanship 
of respected Ameer Sahib, 
USA - Dr. Ahsanullah 
Zafar. The attendance ex
ceeded 1200 members of 
the Jama'at from Central 
East Region. In The Second 
Session of the meeting 
members gave tribute to the 
Khilafat and showed their 
allegiance in 21 languages 
of the world. For the first 
time in the U.S.A. Local 
newspaper appreciated and 
talked very highly about it. 

FIRST SESSION 

• Nasim Bajwa Sahib 
from Queens Jama'at 
recited a few verses 
from Chapter Al-Noor 
of the Holy Qur'an. The 
translation of these 
verses into English lan
guage was subsequently 
provided by Fasasi Sa-

nusi Sahib from Queens 
Jama'at. 

• Jamil Chaudhary Sahib 

from Central Jersey Ja

ma' at recited an Urdu 
poem written by Hadh
rat Nawab Mubaraka 
Begum Sahibahra titled 

"Yaadhe 26 May." The 
English translation of 
the poem was read by 
Raheem Latif Sahib of 
Central Jersey Jama'at. 

• President of North Jer
sey Jama'at - Hafiz 
Samiullah Chaudhry Sa
hib welcomed all the 
guests for their atten
dance. He remarked that 
this event was perhaps 
the biggest gathering 
ever hosted in North 
Jersey. 

• The first speaker of the 

program was Dr. lrf an 
Alladin Sahib from 
Long Island Jama' at. 
The title of his speech 
was "The Sad Demise 
of Hadhrat Masih-e-

Mau'ood85." He began 
his speech with the reci
tation of the first portion 
of Chapter 3, verse 145. 

He asked the attendees 
of the program to reflect 
upon three things espe
cially - the special rela
tionship with Allah that 
the Promised Messiah85 

enjoyed; the similarities 
between the last mo
ments of the Holy Pro-

h dsaw d phet Mo amma an 
those of the Promised 
Messiah85; and the abso
lute falsehood encom
passed in the stories 
spread by the opponents 
of the Promised Messia
h85 about the circum
stances of his death. Dr. 
lrfan Alladin said that 

the Promised Messiah85 

enjoyed perfect health 
until his demise. Even 
as he started to receive 
revelations about his 
imminent departure 
from this world, he 
showed no signs of ill
ness and infirmity. Due 

to an illness of Hadhrat 
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Amman Janra, the Prom

ised Messiahas was vis

iting Lahore to consult 

with physicians. It was 
during this stay in La
hore that he became ill 
in the evening of May 
25th. The fact that he 

was in good health right 
up to that point is cor

roborated by the fact 
that he continued to 

work on his last book 
titled "Paigham-e Sulh" 

until that time. Finally, 
after a brief illness, he 
passed away on May 
26th. His demise was 

celebrated by his oppo
nents with great celebra

tion and joy who could 
not imagine that the Ja
ma' at of the Promised 
Messiahas could sustain 

this loss. The Promised 
Messiah' sas body was 

taken to Qadian and the 

funeral prayer was led 
by Hadhrat Hakeem 
Maulavi Nooruddinra. 

The Times of London 
wrote a long obituary 
and many newspapers in 
India paid rich tributes 
to the services of the 
Promised Messiahas. 

• The next speaker was 
Dabir Khan (Tift) from 
Central Jersey Jama'at 
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who spoke on the topic 
of "The Feelings and 
Determination of Hadh
rat Masih Mau' ood' sas 

son." He said that when 
the Promised Messiahas 

was lying on his bed 
during his illness, he 

was surrounded by 
many people. Hadhrat 

Sahibzadah Mahmood 
Ahmad Sahibra, went to 

the head of the bed 
where there were the 
fewest people and stood 
there. When the Prom
ised Messiahas opened 

his eyes, he saw Sahib

zadah Sahib at his bed

side. Sahibzadah Mah
mud Ahmad Sahibra re

lates that it must have 
been through divine 

plan that he was made 
to stand by the bedside 

where the Promised 
Messiahas could see him 

and it appeared that see
ing him made the Prom
ised Messiahas content. 

After the demise of the 
Promised Messiahas, Sa

hibzadah Mahmood 
Ahmad Sahibra returned 

home. Hadhrat Amman 
Janra gathered all the 

children together and 
told them not to think of 
the house as empty now 
that the Promised Mes-
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siahas had departed from 

this world. After the 
Promised Messiahas had 

passed away, Sahib
zadah Mahmood Ahmad 
Sahibra stood by the 

bedside of his late father 

and pledged to work for 
the mission of the Prom
ised Messiahas even if 

nobody cared to help 

him in this mission. 
Later on, Hadhrat Mus
leh Mau'oodra related 

that while making that 
pledge he felt fully con

fident that he had the 

ability to fulfill his 

pledge. 

+ The next item on the 

program was the read
ing of an Urdu excerpt 

from the book of the 
Promised Messiahas ti

tled "Al-Wasiyyat" 

about Khilafat. This pre
sentation was done by 
Ismail Nayyar Sahib 
while Rafi Ahmad Sa
hib of Brooklyn Ja

ma' at offered the Eng
lish translation of the 
Urdu text. 

• The next speaker was 

Dr. Mir Sharif Sahib 
from Central Jersey Ja
ma' at who spoke on the 
topic of "Election of 
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Hadhrat Khalifatul Ma
sih fa on May 27, 

1908." Dr. Mir Sharif 
Sahib said that after re
peated revelations about 
his demise, the Prom
ised Messiahas wrote the 

book "Al-Wasiyyat" in 
1905 where he outlined 
a system of monetary 
sacrifice for his follow
ers and laid the founda
tion of a special ceme
tery (Bahishti Maqbara) 

for his followers. The 
companions of the 
Promised Messiahas 

counseled him to create 
an "Anjuman" (a work
ing body) to run the af
fairs of the proposed 
cemetery. Later on the 
matters relating to the 
Review of Religions as 
well as Madrassah 

Talimul Islam were also 
added to the responsi
bilities of the Anjuman. 
The Promised Messiahas 

appointed 14 members 
to the Anjuman and 
Hadhrat Hakeem Mau
lvi Nooruddinra was 

made the Chairman 
while Khawaja Ka
maluddin sahib was 
made the secretary. 
Even though the Anju
man had been brought 
into existence, it was 
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not granted charge over 
everything - for in
stance, the Promised 
Messiahas never gave 

control over the 
"Langar" to the Anju

man. There were also 
instances when the 
Promised Messiahas de

monstrated that the ad
vice of the Anjuman was 
non-binding when he 
acted against the coun
sel of the Anjuman and 
according to the counsel 
of some of his other 
companions and his 
own best judgment. Dr. 
Mir Sharif Sahib spoke 
in some detail about the 
background of some of 
the members of the An
juman. After the demise 
of the Promised Messia
ha5, it was Khawaja Ka

maluddin Sahib who 
suggested to Maulana 
Mohammad Ali Sahib 
(another member of the 
Anjuman) that a Khali
fah should be elected. 
Maulana Mohammad 
Ali Sahib responded to 
this by saying that a 
Bai'at could be per
formed at the hand of 
Hadhrat Hakeem Mau
lvi Nooruddinra but he 

didn't think it was nec
essary for those to do 
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this bait who had previ
ously done a Bai'at on 
the hand of the Prom
ised Messiahas. During 

these deliberations, 
Hadhrat Hakeem Mau
lvi Nooruddinra was 

very reluctant to accept 
Bai'at and was fully 
prepared to accept any 
member of the Promised 
Messiah'sas family as 

the Khalifah. Yet, upon 
the insistence of every
one, he was chosen as 
the first Khalifatul Ma

sih and all the members 
of the Anjuman who 
were present in Qadian 
(including Maulana 
Mohammad Ali Sahib 
and Khawaja Kamalud
din Sahib) did his 
Bai'at. 

+ Safwan Akbar (Tifal) of 

Queens Jama'at spoke 
on the topic of the 
"Childhood of Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih fa." 
He said that Hadhrat 
Hakeem Maulvi Nooru
ddinra was the fruit of 

incessant prayers of the 
Promised Messiahas to 

Allah for a helper. 
Hadhrat Hakeem Maul
vi Nooruddinra was born 
in 1215 A.H/1851 A.D. 
in Bhaira. He belonged 
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to a very scholarly and 
religious family where 
many people had 
achieved the distinction 
of committing the Holy 
Qur' an to memory. He 
learnt the Holy Qur'an 
initially from his mother 
and then later on from 
his father. He was 
taught Persian and cal
ligraphy too. He was 
very fond of horse rid
ing and among sports; 
he acquired special ex
pertise in swimming. 
Once when he was 
taken ill, he was very 
impressed by the art of 
his physician and that 
formed the basis of his 
immense interest in 
medicine. 

• After the speeches, 
young Nasirat from the 
region dressed in match
ing clothes and carrying 
flags and a banner ap
propriate to the Khilafat 

Jubilee celebration sang 
a beautiful poem. 

• Subsequently, Akram 

Khalid Sahib - Presi
dent of York Jama'at -
spoke in Urdu on the 
topic of "Ways & 
Means of offering 
Thanks to Allah for the 

28 

present Khilafat." The 
speech was translated 
into the English lan
guage by Mubarak 
Bashir Sahib of York 
Jama' at. He laid out our 
responsibilities to Khila

fat with the help of vari
ous excerpts taken from 
the speeches of Khu

lafa-e-Ahmad-iyyat. He 
said that we must con
nect ourselves to the 
Khalifah of the time 
since Khilafat is the 
rope of Allah and we 
should hold on to this 
rope. He said that the 
members of the Jama'at 

are like pearls and 
Khilaf at is akin to the 
string that holds the 
pearls together so that 
they are not lost and are 
held together to make 
them look pretty. He 
said that the Khalifah's 

pleasure should be our 
pleasure. 

+ Ameer Sahib USA - Dr. 

Ahsanullah Zafar con
cluded the session with 
his remarks. He said 
that Hazoor' saba address 
telecast live from Lon
don in the morning on 
the subject of Khilaf at 

Jubilee was sufficient 
for all and he could not 

Ahmadiyya Gazette USA 

add anything to it. He 
said that everyone 
should make it a point 
to listen to Hazoor' saba 

address. Amir Sahib 
said that Khilafat had 
started with Hadhrat 
Adamas when Allah ap

pointed him the Kha/i

f ah on His own without 
anyone's asking. Every 
prophet of Allah is a 
Khalifah who brought 
Allah's blessings to this 
world. 

• The first session ended 

with silent prayer. An 
elaborate lunch was 
served after the session. 

SECOND SESSION 

The second session of 
the program was held under 
the Chairmanship of Na'ib 
Ameer, USA Munir 
Hamid Sahib. 

• The session began with 

the recitation of the 
Holy Qur'an by Majeed 
Y enful Sahib from the 
Bronx Jama'at. The 
English translation of 
the recited portion was 
presented by Hugo Fer
nandez from the Queens 
Jama'at. 

• An Urdu poem was 
melodiously presented 
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by Asadullah Chaudhry 
from Philadelphia Ja

ma' at while the English 

translation of the poem 

was rendered by Tariq 
Sharif Sahib from Cen
tral Jersey Jama'at. 

• Imam Inamul Haq 

Kauser Sahib introduced 

the second session by 
saying that the main fea

ture of the afternoon 
were the people belong
ing to different ethnici
ties speaking different 
languages who would 
speak the message of 
the Promised Messiah85

• 

He said that this was a 
fulfillment of a Biblical 
prophecy about the 
Messiah (in his second 

advent) that people will 
speak in different lan

guages and will be un
derstood. 

• The next item on the 

agenda was a steady 
stream of speakers rep
resenting multiple eth

nicities and speaking 
different languages who 
recited the same text on 
the topic of Khilafat. 
The languages repre
sented during this seg
ment of the program 
were Urdu, English, 
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Arabic, Hebrew, Span
ish, Punjabi, Yoruba, 2 
languages from Ghana, 

Bengali, French, Per

sian, Hindko, German, 
Japanese, Kashmiri, 
Sindhi and Swahili. 

• Following the presenta

tions in vanous lan

guages, an English lan
guage poem was pre
sented by Ziauddin Ni
zami Sahib. 

• The next speaker was 

Mr. Ahmad Saleem 
Corbett who was repre
senting the Church of 
the Latter Day Saints. 
He spoke on the topic of 

the "Election of a Presi
dent" in his community. 

Mr. Corbett said that the 
President is the leader of 
his community and is 
also known as a 

prophet. Recently, the 
last President of the 
church (who was Presi
dent for 13 years) 
passed away in January 

2008 and a new Presi
dent was elected. After 
the death of the Presi
dent, the person who 
has been the apostle for 
the longest period is 
elected the new Presi
dent. Ahmad Saleem 

Ahmadiyya Gazette USA 

also spoke about his 
community's belief in 

the concepts that are 

known to the Muslims 
as the five pillars of Is
lam. He also spoke 
about the brotherhood 

of humanity and the 
help and prayers offered 
by his community's 

membership in the after
math of the Tsunami in 
2006. 

• Father Joseph Doyle 

representing the Catho
lic Church was the next 
speaker who spoke on 
the topic of "Election of 
the Pope." He said that 

originally the Pope was 
elected by the assembly 
of the Roman people. 
Over time, the clergy 
began to dominate this 
election. Then, political 
forces started to get in

volved in the election 

after a while. This led to 
a very long process to 
elect a Pope - in one in
stance, it took 2 years to 

elect the Pope. To ward 
off the political influ
ence, a method was de
vised where the cardi

nals were put in a con
clave (locked room) and 
asked to elect the Pope. 
If they didn't elect the 
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Pope after 5 days, their 

rations were halved; if 
they dido 't elect the 
Pope after 8 days, then 
the rations were halved 
yet again; and if after 10 
days they hadn't elected 
the Pope, then they were 
provided with no rations 
at all. This method was 
very effective and the 
election of the Pope 
started getting done 
within days instead of 
years. Father Doyle said 
that currently there are 
about 115 cardinals and 
a 213rd majority 1s 

needed for someone to 
be elected by the cardi
nals to be the Pope. 

+ The next speaker was 

Dr. Our Parkash Singh 
and he spoke about the 
leadership in the Sikh 
community. He said that 
Guru Gobind Singh (the 
10th Sikh Guru) made 

the religious scripture to 
be the next Guru. Thus, 
now the Sikhs regard 
Guranth Sahib (the reli
gious scripture) as the 
living Guru. He said 
that any member in a 
Sikh congregation (man 
or woman) can lead the 
congregation as long as 
he or she is well versed 
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in the scripture. 

+ Imam Inamul Haq 

Kauser Sahib was the 
next speaker who spoke 
about the high status of 
the Khalifatul Masihaba 

and the special help that 
Allah has granted him 
so that the message of 
Islam has found accep
tance in so many peo
ple's hearts through 
him. He said that Allah 
Himself guided many 
people to Hadhrat Mirza 
Masroor Ahmad Sa
hibaba after the demise 

of Hadhrat Khalifatul 
Masih IVrh. Then Imam 

Kauser invited all the 
attendees to follow him 
as he recited the pledge 
to Khilafat in Urdu and 
English. Finally, he read 
the names of many de
ceased members of the 
community from the lo
cal region and asked 
everyone in attendance 
to pray for their high 
status in the hereafter as 
well as for those whose 
names couldn't be men
tioned. 

+ Ahmad Mubarak Sahib 

spoke briefly after 
Imam Kauser. He said 
that the Ahmadi Mus-
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lims should recognize 
their true place in this 
world. We are the fruits 
of the seed planted by 
the Promised Messiah88 

and it is not God's de
sign to merely create yet 
another religious de
nomination on this 
earth. We have a higher 
purpose in this life and 
we must understand it 
by studying the message 
delivered to us by the 
Promised Messiah88 in 
his writings. He said 
that we have opponents 
today just as movements 
started by prophets have 
had opponents before 
us - especially, Prophet 
Mohammadsaw faced 

great challenges from 
the high and mighty 
people of his time such 
as Abu Jahal who 
claimed superiority over 
him by virtue of his 
wealth, his higher status 
in the society and his 
learning. 

+ The next speaker was 

Salim Muhaimin Sahib 
who spoke on the topic 
of "My Journey to Islam 
and Love for Khilafat." 

He said that he was 
raised in Philadelphia 
and his first contact with 
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Islam was through the 
Nation of Islam. This 
contact with the Nation 
of Islam's interpretation 
of the Islamic teachings 
turned out to be unim
pressive. He said that he 
accepted Islam in a 
penitentiary. The broth
erhood and love demon
strated by the Ahmadi 
Muslims personified 
Khilafat to him. Salim 
Sahib met Khalifatul 
Masih nth in the mid 

70's yet it was after his 
meeting with Hadhrat 
Mirza Tahir Ahmad Sa
hibra before he was 

elected Khalifatul Masih 
that he gained the true 
love of Khilafat and ap
preciation for it. 

+ The last speaker of the 

day was Hafiz Samiul
lah Chaudhry - Presi
dent of North Jersey Ja
maat. He delivered the 

concluding remarks 
upon the direction of 
Na'ib Ameer, USA -
Munir Hamid sahib. 
Hafiz Sahib thanked all 
the participants of the 
program for their atten
dance. He thanked the 
workers and the organ
izers for their hard 
work. He wished the 
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last 100 years of Khila

fat "Mubarak" to all as 
well as welcomed the 
next 100 years of Khila

fat. 

+ The program ended with 

silent prayer. After the 
silent prayer, tea and 
sweets were provided to 
all the audience mem
bers and guests. 

******* 
Hadhrat 'Umru bin 

'Auf Al-Huznt8 relates 
that the Holy Prophetsaw 
said: "Whosoever re
vives any of my sunnah 
(practices) and people 
start practising it, will 
get a reward equal to 
those who are pra
ctising it without decr
ease m their reward. 
Anyone who introduces 
an innovation m the 
religion and people start 
practising it, will get a 
share of the sins of 
those who practise the 
innovation without 
decrease in their sins." 

( Ibn-e-Majah bah man ahya 

sunnatah qad ami) 

******* 
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PROHIBITION 
OF 

INNOVATION 
IN FAITH 

Hadhrat Jabira relates: 
When the Holy Prophetsaw 
delivered a sermon his eyes 
would become red, his voice 
would rise and his anger 
would increase as if he was 
alerting us against an enemy 
host. He would say: "The 
enemy is advancing against 
you in the morning; he is 
advancing against you in the 
evening. He would say: 'My 
advent and the event are 
juxtaposed as my two 
fingers; and he would hold 
up his forefinger and middle 
finger held close together.' 
He would point out: The best 
discourse is the Book of 
Allah and the best example 
is the example of Muh
ammad; the worst practice is 
the injection of new elements 
m the Faith, and every 
innovation is misguidance.' 
He would say: 'I am closer to 
every believer than his own 
self. If a believer leaves 
assets they would accrue to 
his heirs. If he dies an 
insolvent, survived by 
dependents, I will look after 
them.'" 

(Muslim kitabal jumu 'ah bah 

takhfifussalat walkhutbah ). 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE CENTENARY OF 

KHILAFAT-E-AHMADIYYA 

Sub-Central East Regional Program 

Dr. Imtiaz Chaudhary, 
President, Central Jersey Jama'at 

The first sub-central 
East Regional program was 
held at Baitul Hadi Mosque 
on March 15th, 2008, pre
sided by Maulana I.H. 
Kausar Sahib. The program 
started with the recitation of 
the Holy Qur'an from 
Surah Al-Noor, verses 52-
58, by Hammad Malik Sa
hib. The English translation 
was presented by Shazad 
Khandakar Sahib. Obvi
ously, the theme of the pro
gram was Khilafat, but in 
view of the chronology of 
beginning of the Second 
Khilafat, the program cen
tered on the life history and 
achievements of Khalifatul 
Masih IF. 

The Poem "Basharat 
dee Keh lk Baita Hay 
Teraa" was recited melodi
ously, as usual, by Kalim 
Bhatti Sahib. The English 
translation was by Shahid 
Mahmoud of North Jersey 
Jama'at. 

Dr. Imtiaz A. Chaud
hary, the President of Cen
tral Jersey Jama' at, for
mally welcomed the presi-

dents and participants of 
North Jersey, Philadelphia, 
York, and Willingboro Ja
ma' ats. Special thanks were 
offered to Maulana I.H. 
Kausar Sahib who had, 
once again, proposed such 
important events to be held 
at the regional level, like 
the programs conducted in 
1989 at the blessed comple
tion of the first century of 
Jama' at-e-Ahmadiyya. 

Rana Waqqas Sahib 
then spoke of the prediction 
and foretelling of Khilafat 
as Allah's second manifes
tation. Hadhrat Masih 
Mau'oodas had been repeat
edly informed of this bless
ing to be before his demise. 

A young Tift, Danial 
Qureshi, talked about the 
childhood of Hadhrat 
Musleh Mau'oodra, quoting 
interesting incidents as to 
how he was under the kind 
and watchful supervision of 
Hadhrat Masih Mau'oodas. 
The presentation was very 
forceful but lovely. 

·The topic of the 
speech delivered by Dr. Mir 

Sharif Ahmad was the pain
ful background and scene 
created by the few dissident 
elders of the Jama'at, like 
Maulvi Muhammad Ali and 
Khawaja Kamaluddin. They 
had been a consistent 
source of trouble to Khali
fatul Masih Ira and came to
tally out of bag at the time 
of the election of Hadhrat 
Mirza Bashiruddin Mah
mood Ahmad as Khalifatul 
Masih IF. This indeed was 
an extremely difficult time 
in the history of the divine 
Jama' at-e-Ahmadiyya. 

This was followed by 
recitation of a poem by 
Jamil Chaudhray Sahib in 
his typical sweet voice. Ra
him Latif Sahib offered the 
translation. 

The long list of 
achievements during the 51 
year period of the second 
Khalifah was then spoken 
about by Dr. Mubashar 
Mumtaz Sahib of York. The 
art was long, but the time 
being short, he had to ab
breviate at the end. 

Dr. Hafiz Samiullah 



September 2008 

Sahib then talked about the 
beginning of the Khilafat in 
Islam after the demise of 
the Holy Prophet Muham
mad Mustafasaw, the elec
tion of Khulafa-e-Rashi
deen, the formation and 
functioning of the Electoral 
College, and the election of 
Khalifah by them. It is 
through this establishment 
of the electoral college by 
Khalifatul Masih the It\ 
and then its modification by 
Late Khalifatul Masih IVr\ 
that the elections of third, 
fourth, and fifth Khalifah 
went so smoothly. 

* Beautiful recitation of 
the poem "Barti Rahe 
Khuda Ki Muhabbat 
Khuda Kare" was then 
done by a young Asad 
Chaudhray of Philadel
phia. 

* The topic of the speech 
by Maulana I.H. Kau
sar, our regional mis
sionary, which he deliv
ered with full force and 
authority, was the Vi
sions and Dreams by the 
Saints of Jama'at-e
Ahmadiyya about 
Hadhrat Mirza Bashi
r u d din Mahmood 
Ahmadra as the future 
Khalifatul Masih and 
Musleh Mau' ood. In ad
dition, he constantly in
terjected with his affec
tionate and experienced 
feelings about Khali
fatul Masih Ir amidst 
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amidst the speeches and 
poems 

* The program had origi
nally been scheduled for 
March 16, but was 
moved to March 15. 
Some confusion hap
pened, yet, by Allah's 
grace, the attendance 
was 375. 

* Maulana I.H. Kausar 
Sahib had to leave in or
der to be able to partici
pate in another such 
program to be held in 
the Brooklyn Mosque. 

The program ended 
with silent prayer led by our 
dear Dr. Karimullah Zirvi 
Sahib. 

Zuhr and Asr Prayers 
were then offered. The 
lunch consisted of Matar 
Pilau, Aloo Ghosht, Daal, 
Kheer, and seasonal fruit. 

MAY ALLAH REW ARD ALL 

THOSE WHO HELPED HOST 

THE OCCASION, AND ALL 

THOSE WHO ATTENDED. 

******* 
PAY 

ZAKAT, 
FITRANA, 
EID FUND 

******* 
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HOLYQUR'AN 

Hadhrat Anasra relates 
that the Holy Prophetsaw 
said: "A believer who 
recites the Holy Qur'an is 
like a tangerine, which 
tastes good and also has a 
pleasant smell; a believer 
who does not recite the 
Holy Qur' an is like a date, 
which tastes good but has 
no smell. A sinner who 
recites the Holy Qur'an is 
like sweet basil flower 
(Ocimum pelosum) which 
smells pleasant but is bitter 
in taste; a sinner who does 
not recite the Holy Qur'an 
is like a wild gourd, which 
does not smell good and 
also has a bitter taste." 

(Abu Dawud kitabul adab bab 
man yu 'mar afiyyujalis) 

Hadhrat Bashir bin 
'Abdul Mundhif3 relates 
that the Holy Prophetsa said: 
"He who does not recite 
the Qur' an melodiously is 
not one of us." 

(Abu Dawud kita-bussalat bab 
kaifa yastahbuttartil fil qira ') 

Hadhrat 'Uthman bin 
'Aff anra relates that the 
Holy Prophetsa said: "The 
best of you are those who 
learn the Qur' an and teach 
it." 

( Bukhari kitab Jada 'ilul 
Qur'an bab khairukum man 

ta'alamal Qur'an) 
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THE KHILAFAT OF 
HADHRAT KHALIFATUL MASIH vaba 

Mohammad Arshad Janjua, 
President, Long Island Jama' at 

On April 20th. 2008 It 
was only due to the sheer 
mercy of Allah who en
abled our Jama' at, Long 
Island chapter, to arrange a 
Jalsa to commemorate 
Khalafat-e-Khamisa on the 
beginning of the centenary 
year of Khilafat-e-Ahma
diyya Islamia 1908 - 2008. 

As it was the first re
gional event of the North
east region which cele
brated 100 years of Khila
f at, a tremendous amount of 
work was put in to ensure 
the event was successful. 
Here are the few main ac
counts of this memorable 
event: 

• Jalsa proceedings com
menced at 1 :00 pm after 
Zuhr/Asr Prayers led by 
Imam I.H. Kauser Sa
hib. 

• Dr. Hafiz Samiullah Sa
hib who recited verses 
56-58 Surah Al-Noor 
offered the recitation of 
the Holy Qur'an. Umar 
Ihsan Nayyer sahib gave 
the translation of these 
verses. 

• A nazam about Khilaf at 
was presented melodi
ously by a young 
Khadim, Asadullah Ch
oudhary Sahib of Phli
delphia, the translation 
of which was carried out 
by Brother Bilal Abdul 
Salam Sahib . 

The president of the 
host Long Island Jam
m 'at delivered the open
ing address. In his wel
come address, he re
called upon all the 
members in the follow
ing words: 

"On April 19th 2003, 
the shocking news of 
the demise of our be
loved Khalifatul Masih 
1vrh engulfed the whole 
community in deep sor
row and uncertainty. 
That time was a very 
prosperous for the com
munity. Allah the Al
mighty turned with 
great mercy towards the 
community and con
soled the hearts of the 
members by appointing 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Ma-

sih yaba as a divine 
leader a chosen one a 
most guided person not 
only to lead the commu
nity but to carry the 
mission of His beloved 
messenger, the Holy 
Prophet Mohammadsaw 
to unite all of mankind 
under One God. 

The Mission of Masih 
Mau'oodas was the mission 
of the Holy Prophetsaw. 
There are many prophecies 
about the Masih and Mahdi 
Mau'ood and his Khilafat. 
Allah blesses us since he 
has enlightened us by ac
cepting the reformer of the 
age. This light, which is il
luminating in our homes, 
must remain lit in our 
hearts. Our conduct must 
witness this light in order to 
attract others who have not 
yet experienced it and are in 
need of divine guidance. I 
am not standing here to 
make any speech, as you 
will hear the scholarly 
speeches later in this Jalsa. 
Please pay attention to 
these speeches and try to 
absorb as much as you can. 
This will enhance your 
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knowledge about the Khila
fat and may give you a new 
perspective. I pray and give 
all thanks to Allah, our 
merciful and gracious God! 
0 our Noble and Loving 
Lord, we are grateful to you 
that you have bestowed us 
with your Grace this Sec
ond Manifestation and once 
again saved us and changed 
our state of fear to that of 
peace. 0 Our possessor of 
power and authority and 
self-subsisting and All
Sustaining God, we bear 
witness that once again 
your Masih and Mahdi's 
prophecy (which You 
promised to him) the sec
ond manifestation material
ized with full glory and 
magnificence." 

After this welcome 
address the Jalsa proceed
ing was in its full gear. 

• The Atfal were given pri
ority to speak first, and 
the first speech was de
livered by Moazam 
Saqib Sahib from the 
Brooklyn Jama'at whose 
topic was the childhood 
of Hadhrat Khalifatul 
Masih yaba. Another Tift 
speaker, Sajeel Ahmad of 
Willingboro who talked 
about Hazoor'saba Love 
For Children. Both Tift 
were well prepared and 
Masha Allah presented 
their speeches very well. 

• Fazal Syed Sahib of Wil-
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lingboro narrated the 
dreams and visions of 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih 
IVrh pertaining to Khila
fat-e-Khamisa. It was a 
very powerful presenta
tion bearing the weight 
of the visions and spiritu
ality of our beloved 
Khalifatul Masih IVrh. 

• Mohammad Suliman Sa
hib of Long Island pre
sented a very inspiring 
and unique video about 
the life of our beloved 
Khalifatul Masih yaba. 
The presenter gave all 
the events shown in this 
video. 

• A new convert, Brother 
Khalid Waleed Sahib of 
the Bronx, was the next 
speaker who spoke 
briefly about his personal 
experience with Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih yaba. 
He made a special trip to 
Jalsa Salana UK where 
he first met with Ha
zoor3ba after his accep
tance of Ahmadiyyat (the 
true Islam). His presenta
tion was very motivating, 
inspiring, and full of 
spirituality. 

• Ahmad Mubarak Sahib 
of the Queens Jama'at 
delivered a very power
ful and very inspiring 
speech. His presentation 
consisted of the achieve
ments of Khilafat-e-
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Khamisa after Allah be
stowed the Throne of 
Khilafat upon our be
loved Khalifah Hadhrat 
Mirza Masroor Ahmadaba 
and how God helped this 
Khalifah and gave the 
glad tidings of victory to 
him. In his presentation, 
the data he provided re
garding the achievements 
were fully supported 
with evidence. The sub
stance of the speech was 
of great zeal and the de
li very was excellent. 

• After brother Mubarak 
Sahib's speech, another 
speaker from the Phila
delphia Jama'at brother 
Syed Fazal sahib talked 
about Hazoor' saba advice 
and exhortation and di
rections regarding Khil
afat. He presented his 
speech in both Urdu & 
English. The assignment 
given to the speaker was 
well carried out and was 
very much prepared. 

• Our National Secretary 
Tabligh Brother Ali Mur
taza Sahib (Brooklyn Ja
ma' at) also spoke about 
his personal experiences 
with Hadharat Khalifatul 
Msih IVrh. He described 
that he met with Hazoor 
for the first time when 
his Holinessrh visited 
USA in 1987. At that 
time he was not Muslim 
and as a matter of fact 
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was searching for the 
truth. He narrated that 
how Allah has guided 
him through dreams to 
accept Ahmadiyyat (the 
True Islam) and how He 
transformed him with the 
"Ultimate Guidance". He 
stated that he finds great 
strength in faith after his 
memorable visit to 
Qadian on the occasion 
of Jalsa Salana in 1991 
where the Khalifatul Ma
sih IV"h visited Qadian 
after an interval of 44 
years. 

• Brother Abdul Nasir Sa
hib of Central Jersey re
cited a poem the transla
tion of which was per
formed by brother Rafi 
Ahmed Sahib of Brook
lyn. This was followed 
by another speech deliv
ered by brother Noorud
din Sahib of Philadel
phia, who touched upon 
the subject of "Bless
ings Of Khilafat". The 
speech was very moti
vated and filled with 
powerful arguments. 
The speaker was ex
tremely articulate during 
his presentation. 

• Dr. Imtiaz Chudhary Sa
hib president Central 
Jersey Jama 'at ad
dressed the audience in 
Urdu on request of 
Imam Kauser Sahib. 
Doctor Sahib's presen-
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tation was very well 
worded and delivered. 

• The main speaker of the 
day was Imam I. H 
Kauser Sahib and the 
topic of his presentation 
was the "Demise Of 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Ma
sih IV"h and the election 
of Hadhrat Khaliftul 
Masih yaba. Imam Sa
hib described the situa
tion of the Jama'at after 
hearing the heart break
ing news of the demise 
of our beloved Khali
fatul Masih IVrh how 
each member of the 
community was in 
shock and was trem
bling with fear. At this 
time, as promised, a Di
vine Force came and 
helped the community 
console their hearts with 
Mercy by bestowing his 
blessings and appointing 
a Divine leader name! y 
Hadhrat Mirza Masroor 
Ahmad as Khalifatul 
Masih yaba. May Allah 
prolong his life and 
strengthen his hands 
(Ameen). He called 
upon the members to 
remain fervent in their 
commitment and never 
show a lack of obedi
ence but also to remain 
steadfast in offering any 
sacrifice for the safe
guard of this divine In
stitution of Khilafat. 
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• Our very respected 
Na 'ib Ameer and Mis
sionary In charge Imam 
Daud Hanif Sahib, who 
very graciously ac
cepted our invitation on 
very short notice and 
who also presided the 
Jalsa, offered the clos
ing remarks. In his re
marks he applauded all 
the speakers who deliv
ered their speeches and 
all the members of the 
audience who spared 
their valuable time to 
attend this spiritual 
gathering only and only 
with a sense of Love for 
Khilafat. He also de
scribed the events of the 
election of Khalifatul 
Masih as he himself was 
not only an eyewitness 
but also a member of 
the voting committee. 
He elaborated on the 
system of electing the 
Khalifah and the role of 
the electoral college (a 
committee who elects 
the Khalifah). He re
minded to all members 
that as the world is pass
ing through great dis
tress, chaos is the norm 
of these days; there is 
only one community 
which enjoys peace and 
that is the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community. To 
bring peace to the suf
fering mankind, it is our 
duty to pay attention to 
the call of our beloved 



September 2008 

Khalifatul Masih yaba 

and listen to whatever 
he may say and ready to 
act with out any failure 
and hesitation. 

This blessed gathering 
ended with silent prayers 
led by Na 'ib Ameer and 
Missionary In charge Mau
Jana Daud Hanif Sahib. 

As this was a regional 
event, many members from 
Philadelphia, Willingboro, 
Central Jersey, North Jer
sey, Bronx, Brooklyn, 
Queens and Long Island 
gathered at Masjid Baitul 
Huda by 11 :30 am where 
they were welcomed by the 
local administration and en
tertained them with light 
refreshments and soft 
drinks. 

At the end of the pro
gram a very delicious hot 
Lunch/Brunch was served 
to all the members, which 
they enjoyed a lot. On their 
way back, packages of 
sweets were distributed to 
al I the attendees. 

It was the first historic 
Jalsa in the history of New 
York given that over 485 
members of the Jama'at 
were in attendance. The fa
cility of Long Island 
Mosque by the grace of Al
lah was overflowing with 
people, all of who were ac
commodated in a respect
able manner. We are hum-
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ble and grateful to our Lord 
who enabled us to hold a 
blessed meeting of such 
magnitude. 

We must acknowledge 
the services of all those 
workers who prior to this 
program participated m 
decorating the mosque. 
Posters about Khilafat and 
Islam were found all over 
the walls. The mosque was 
very beautifully illuminated 
from inside and outside and 
for that we are thankful to 
our Brother Tariq Nasir Sa
hib ( Long Island), brother 
Fazal Ahmad Sahib of 
Brooklyn and his team. 
May Allah reward their ser
vices. (Ameen). 

Young Khuddam of 
Long Island were present 
on duty at all times and 
they very efficiently dis
charged their duties espe
cially with their handling of 
traffic and parking, for 
which we are thankful to 
our Qa 'id Khudam Dr. Irfan 
Alladin Sahib and his team. 

Ziafat is always a 
tough assignment and very 
demanding, but the way the 
Ziafat team handled this 
situation warrants all kind 
of appreciation and our 
prayers. A thanks goes to 
Mansoor Ahmad Sahib of 
Queens Jama 'at who was 
in charge of Ziafat on that 
day. His team workers very 
efficiently and very dili-
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gently discharged their du
ties. May Allah reward 
them in abundance. 
(Ameen). 

Cleaning after the 
event was an extremely 
tough job, since when the 
Jalsa was over everyone 
was in a rush to go back. 
Thanks goes to our property 
secretary Saleem Khan Sa
hib, who not only served 
the food to the participants 
but also cleaned the whole 
facility almost single
handedly with out any com
plaint. The job was so tire
some that one could imag
ine what he was going 
through. The true reward is 
with Allah who is watching 
over all of us and is aware 
of our intentions. May Al
lah give good health and 
bless our property secretary 
Saleem Khan Sahib who 
very patiently served the 
community during this 
event. (Ameen). 

Nevertheless, we must 
recognize the efforts made 
by our respected Imam 
Kauser Sahib Missionary 
East Region which made 
this even a great success. 
May Allah be with him at 
all times and may Allah be 
his helper in serving the 
cause of Islam and Ahmadi
yyat. (Ameen) 

******* 
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KHILAFAT CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS: 

KHILAFAT DAY PROGRAM 

Arshad Janjua, 
President, Long Island Jama'at 

On May 27th. 2008 
members of Long Island 
Jama'at gathered at Masjid 
Baitul Huda at 3:30 am to 
offer Tahajjud Prayers for 
thanks to Allah The Al
mighty with Who's sheer 
mercy Khilafat-e-Ahma
diyya Islamia entered into a 
new Millennium by com
pleting 100 years, a mile
stone in the 1500 years his
tory of Islam. Prayers were 
led by one of our retired 
missionaries, Maulana 
Ahmad Sadik Sahib. At 
Tahajjud Prayers about 55 
members of the Jama'at 
were present including 
men, women and children. 
Later by Fajr Prayer, al
most 85 members of the Ja
ma 'at were present. After 
the prayers, there was a 
Darsul Qur'an delivered by 
Dr. Irfan Alladin Sahib re
lated to Khilafat, which was 
very inspiring. 

After Darsul Qur'an, 
a delicious breakfast was 
served to all the members 
and everyone enjoyed it 
very much. After breakfast 

all members re-gathered in 
the main Masjid Hall to lis
ten to the historic address of 
our beloved Imam Khali
fatul Masih yaba. All mem
bers were watching MT A 
very patiently and were 
busy in Tasbeehat, remem
bering Allah's favor.All 
members listened to the ad
dress of Syedna Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih yaba very 
attentively. It was a very 
unique and very spiritual 
experience for every indi
vidual. Most of the mem
bers were not able to con
trol their emotions and tears 
came out from their eyes as 
the address of the Khalifa 
tul Masih yaba progressed. 
Towards the end of the ad
dress all members of the Ja
ma' at stood up as called by 
Khalifatul Masih yaba to re
cite "A Special Pledge". All 
members of the Jama'at re
cited this pledge at the hand 
of Hadhrat Khalifa tul Ma
sih yaba. 

We all pray to Allah , 
0' our Merciful and Gra
cious God ! O' our Noble 

and Loving Lord, we are 
grateful to You that You 
have bestowed us with 
Your Grace. O' our posses
sor of power and authority 
and self-subsisting and all
sustaining God, we bear 
witness that Your Masih 
and Mahdi's prophecy 
(which You promised to 
him) about the second 
manifestation that Khilafat
e-Ahmadiyya Islamia will 
remain till the Last Day, 
has achieved 100 Years 
with Your mercy. May Al
lah give us strength to re
main steadfast and faithful 
to Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya to 
be ready to safe guard this 
Sacred and Devine Institu
tion (Ameen) 

Prior to the celebra
tions the Mosque was deco
rated with lights and ban
ners. In the end all mem
bers of the Jama'at were 
presented with individually 
wrapped sweet baskets. 

******* 
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KHILAFAT CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS 

PROGRAM 
AT 

WILLINGBORO 

Dr. Farooq A. Padder, 
President, Willingboro Jama'at 

By the Grace of Allah, the Khilafat Centen
ary Celebration took place at Al-Nasr Mosque on 
June 1, 2008. The program was coordinated by 
Missionary Inamul Haq Kauser Sahib. About four 
hundred and fifty members from various chapters 
participated. The meeting started around 11 AM 
and was graciously presided by Respected Ameer 
Dr Ahsanullah Zafar Sahib. The recitation of the 
Holy Qur'an was presented by Nibras Mir Sahib 
and welcome address was given by Dr Farooq 
Ahmad Padder, President of the Willingboro Ja
ma' at. Several speakers presented on the impor
tance of the Institution of Khilafat and also high
lighted the contributions of different Khulafa. The 
morning session concluded at 1 PM following 
which lunch was served. After the combined Zuhr 
and Asr Prayers, the second session started at 2:30 
PM. This session was presided by our Na 'ib Ameer 
and National Missionary Imam Daud Hanif Sahib. 
Several Atfal were given the opportunity to speak 
on different topics and the presentations were well 
liked. The final speech was given by Missionary 
Inamul Haq Kauser Sahib who discussed the bless
ings of Khilafat. The meeting concluded with the 
concluding remarks and silent dua by the Chair. 
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HADITH 

Hadhrat Nu 'man bin 
Bashit°8 relates that the 
Holy Prophetsaw said: 
"The case of those who 
observe the limits set by 
Allah and those who are 
careless about them is 
like passengers on a ship 
who cast lots to deter
mine who should occupy 
the upper deck and who 
should be on the lower 
deck and disposed of 
themselves accordingly. 
Those who were on the 
lower deck passed 
through those of the 
upper deck whenever 
they had to fetch water. 
So they said to the 
occupants of the upper 
deck, 'If we were to bore 
a hole through our part, 
we would not then have 
to trouble you.' Now, if 
the occupants of the 
upper deck were to leave 
the others to carry out 
their design they would 
all perish together; but if 
they were to stop them 
from carrying it out they 
would all be saved.' " 

( Bukhari kitabal shirkah ba-b 
hal yaqra 'fil qismah wal 

istihamfih) 
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KHILAFAT CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS, NEW YORK JAMA' AT 

Nazir Ayaz, President, New York Jama'at 

Khilafat Day 

Tahajjud Prayers were 
offered at Baitul Zafar 
Opening the Khilafat Day 

A record for the first 
time in Baitul Zafar that 
hundreds of men, women, 
and children came on May 
27th, to offer Tahajjud 
Prayers and then Fajr 
Prayer (led by Imam Kuser 
Sahib) to start the Khilafat 
Day. Breakfast was served 
by the Ziafat team. Methai 
(sweets) were distributed 
while children got choco
late/candies. We appreciate 
Shaeen Sweets for the 
decorative packaging of the 
methai. Members stayed 
back in the Masjid to 
watch Hazoor' saba address. 

Baitul Zafar Lighting 

Baitul Zafar has been em
bellished with beautiful and 
colorful lightings com
memorating the 100 years 
of Khilaf at. 

Khilafat Centenary 
Dinner 

On May 24th, 2008, 

New York Jama'at held a 
dinner for all the New York 
Jama'at members on the 
occasion of celebrating 
Khilafat Centenary. Over 
200 members enjoyed mar
velous food from the Ziaf at 
Team, led by Mansoor Ah
med Sahib. After the din
ner, there was an informal 
trivia session took place, 
which was hosted by 
Mueen Ahmed. He asked 
10 questions and the win
ners received a special gift. 
Salatul Magrib and Jsha 
followed. Imam Kauser Sa
hib attended the dinner and 
led the Prayers. 

Khilafat 
Postage Stamps 

As part of the Khilaf at 
celebrations, USA Jama'at 
issued postal stamps and 
many members have pur
chased them and if you 
need more, you can order 
them from ahmadiyya.us 
site. 

New York Metro 
Khilafat 

Children Camp/Picnic 

On May 10, 2008, as 

part of the Khilafat celebra
tion, a special program for 
children was arranged for 
all children coming from all 
the four Metro Jama'ats of 
New York Queens, 
Brooklyn, Long Island and 
Bronx. 

The program was co
ordinated under the supervi
sion of the President of 
Long Island Jama' at, Ar
shad Janjua Sahib. The La
jna members headed by 
Sadr Lajna Farkhanda Ah
med who made all the pro
gram arrangements. Over 
200 children and their par
ents attend the program 
which was held in a wilder
ness scout camp by the 
beach and lake. It was 
beautiful day m a very 
pleasant surroundings of 
greenery and fresh air. 

Children and their par
ents were treated with a 
BBQ lunch prepared by As
sistant Ziafat Secretary 
Naeem Sharif with Rashid 
Khaloon of Long Island and 
Ijaz Sandu of Brooklyn and 
many others who gave a 
helping hand. 

The competitions 
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were conducted by Farah 
and Mueen Ahmed, assisted 
by Riaz Rehman and Shoeb 
Abulkalam. Children sent 
in their essays for the essay 
competition and brought 
with them paintings, 
graphic designs, and mod
els with the theme of Khila
fat. Children were awarded 
prizes in poem, speeches, 
prayers and other competi
tions. 

We are grateful to the 
judges (Karim Sharif, 
Mueen Ahmed) who helped 
in marking the competi
tions. The closing cere
mony was conducted by 
Arshad Janjua Sahib for 
Boys and by Sadr Lajna 
Queens, sister Farkhanda 
Ahmad for girls. Imam 
Kauser Sahib led the after
noon prayers and spoke to 
the children stressing upon 
the importance of Khilafat 
and he tested their knowl
edge on Khilafat by asking 
questions. Below are the 
results of winners from 
Queens Majlis: 

Essay Competition 
Boys 

Age: 7-10 

1st: Hamza Ahmad 

Essay Competition 
Girls 

Age: 7-10 

1st: Amatul Mariam 
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2nd: Anoosha Hamid 
3rd: Amara Mahmood 

Essay Competition 
Girls 

Age: 11-13 

1st: Shanze Hamid 
2nd: Sumra Ahmed 
2nd: Amna Ahmed 

Essay Competition 
Boys 

Age: 14-15 

1st: Safwan Akbar 

Models, Poster and 
Cards Competition 

Girls 

Age: 7 and under 

1st: Shaiza Mansoor 
3rd: Meher Muzaff ar 

Models, Poster and 
Cards Competition 

Girls 

Age: 11-13 

1st: Labeeba Chaudhry 
Nazm Competitions Girls 

Age: 7 and under 

1st: Meher Muzaff ar 

Nazm Competition 
Girls 

Age: 7-10 

1st: Hirra Muzaffar 
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Nazm Competition 
Girls 

Age: 11-13 

1st: Labeeba Chaudhry 

Nazm Competition 
Girls 

Age: 14-15 

2nd: Laila Mansoor 

Nazm Competition 
Boys 

Age: 14-15 

3rd: Safwan Akbar 

Hifz Competition 
Girls 

1st: Amatul Mariam 
Age: 7-10 
1st: Shanze Hamid 
Age: 11-13 
1st: Nida Nasir 
Age: 14-15 

Hifz Competition 
Boys 

Age: 7-10 

1st: Danish Chaudhry 
3rd: Hamza Ahmad 

The winning poster 
boards, and models from 
the Khilafat Centenary 
Celebrations Children's 
Competition are being dis
played in Baitul Zafar. 
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Monthly Adopt A 
Highway 

On Saturday, May 
17th, a group of Khuddam 
volunteered to take part in 
one of the Khilafat Centen
ary initiatives undertaken 
by Majlis Khuddamul 
Ahmadiyya USA.The 
Queens Majlis has part
~ered ~ith Suffolk county 
m theu Adopt-a-Highway 
Program. The mile long 
area is located just off the 
Long Island Expressway on 
Pinelawn Road. The pro
gram was started in April of 
this year and two successful 
clean-up projects have 
taken place. Clean-ups take 
place once a month and 
take about an hour to per
form. Afterwards, the group 
goes for dinner. All across 
the US over 50 highways 
have been 'Adopted' by Ma
jlis Khuddamul Ahmadiyya. 

Tahir School 
Ceremony 

Special Khilaf at Cen
tenary Tahir School held a 
ceremony that took place 
on June 14th, 2008. the stu
dents strived diligently 
throughout the fall and 
spring semester and finally 
their efforts were acknowl
edged in the ceremony. All 
those students who main
tained a high attendance re
cord were recognized along 
with those students who ex-
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celled in the classes. The 
subjects varied with differ
ent levels, from Holy 
Qur'an, Hadith, compara
tive studies, History of Is
lam, Urdu, to Qa'ida. 

The Tahir Camp 
started again from July 7th, 
2008, where there are topics 
various topics discussed 
from every Monday
Thursday between 6:30 pm-
8:30 pm ending with 
Maghrib. This Summer 
Camp covers in depth on 
Holy Qur'an, Hadith, His
tory, etc. 

Khilafat Centenary 
Fund 

At Ameer Sahib's in
structions, Syed Waseem 
Ahmad Sahib came to New 
York and delivered the Fri
day sermon on July 25th, in 
which he laid out the im
portance of the KCC fund 
and urged members to 
come forward and partici
pate as this is a 100 years 
opportunity and our chil
dren must not miss it. 

****** 
HELP 

HUMANITY 
FIRST 

DONATE MONEY 
AND TIME 

******* 
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PARENTS 
Hadhrat Abu Hurairahra 

relates that a man came to the 
Holy Prophetsaw and asked: 
"Messenge~ of Allah, who 
is best entitled to my good 
companionship and kind 
treatment? He answered: 
'Your mother.' The man 
asked again: 'And after her?' 
He said: 'Your mother.' The 
man asked again: 'And after 
her?' He said: 'Your mother.' 
The man asked again: 'And 
after her?' He said: 'Your 
father.' " 

According to another 
narration the Holy Prophetsaw 
said: "Your mother, then 
your mother, then your 
mother, then your father and 
then your near relations 
rankwise.'' ' 

( Bukhari kitabul adab bab min 
ahqunnas bihusnussuhbah 

' 
Muslim) 

Hadhrat Abu Hurairahra 
relates that the Holy 
Prophetsaw said: "May his 
n?se be rubbed in dust, may 
his nose be rubbed in dust 
may his nose be rubbed i~ 
dust. People said, 'Hazoor! 
Who is that person?' He 
replied, The one who found 
his parents, one or both 

' 
approaching old age and did 
not . enter Paradise through 
servmg them.' " 

(Muslim kitabul bir walsilah 
bab raghima anfu min adraka 

abawaihi) 



September 2008 43 Ahmadiyya Gazette USA 

KHILAFAT CENTENARY 
CELEBERATIONS IN BROOKLYN 

Rafi Ahmed, General Secretary, Brooklyn/SI Jama'at 

The first meeting of 
the Khilaf at Centenary 
Celebrations for the Metro 
New York Area was hosted 
by the Brooklyn/Staten Is
land Jama'at on Saturday, 
March 15, 2008. By Al
lah's Grace it was a suc
cessful meeting. There was 
representation from the 
various NY Jama' ats' -
Bronx, Queens and Long 
Island Jama'at who at
tended and took part in this 
blessed event. Queens Ja
ma' at had a fairly good rep
resentation of members, 
followed by Bronx and then 
Long Island. The guest 
speaker from the Queens 
Jama'at was Ahmad Muba
rak Sahib who delivered a 
forceful speech detailing 
the events that occurred 
during the election of the 
Second Khalifah in an in
teresting an eloquent man
ner. Rizwan Alladin Sahib 
and Rafi Ahmed Sahib 
were the main speakers 
from the Long Island & 
Brooklyn Jama'at respec
tively. The attendance at 
this meeting was about 260 
people (men, women and 
children). Respected Muba
lligh Inamul Haq Kauser 

Sahib also gave a detailed 
account during the time of 
the election of the Second 
Khalifah and the fear and 
uncertainty that the Jama'at 
went through at this crucial 
time and how this changed 
to peace and security when 
Hadhrat Mirza Bashiruddin 
Mahmood Ahmadra was 
unanimously elected as the 
Second Khalifah of Jama'at 
Ahmadiyya. The main 
theme of this meeting was 
Hadhrat Musleh Mau
' ood' sra contribution in es
tablishing the Electoral Col
lege for the election of the 
Khalifah under Divine 
Guidance. President Dr. 
Shahed Ahmed welcomed 
the guests on behalf of the 
Brooklyn/SI Jama'at and 
Bronx President, Nazir 
Cheema Sahib gave con
cluding remarks at the end 
of the meeting. 

There was a lot of ef
fort put in by the Brooklyn/ 
SI Jama'at members - the 
Ansar, Khudam, Lajna, Na
sirat and Atfal - all of them 
sincerely worked to make 
this event truly successful. 
We request prayers for all 
those who worked with 

great dedication to make 
this program and meeting 
successful. 

Our Lajna took spe
cial efforts in making some 
beautiful banners - one of 
them was a large banner 
which read "CELE
BRATING 100 YEARS OF 
KHILAFAT 1908-2008". 
The banner was posted out
side the mosque and at
tracted a lot of attention 
from the neighbors and pas
ser bys. Special thanks go 
to Mubarak Ahmad Sahib 
and his wife Mrs. Salima 
Ahmad who worked dili
gently to make this very 
beautiful banners under the 
guidance of our Lajna 
President Amatul Aziz 
Nighat Sahiba. 

Mansoor Ahmad of 
New Jersey provided us 
with delicious biryani for 
this occasion and we are 
thankful to him and our 
Ziafat Team for the good 
food provided . Our thanks 
also go to Fazal Mahmood 
Kahloon Sahib who put in 
a lot of effort and time in 
the physical arrangements 
for this meeting. Jaza
komullah Ahsanal Jazz.a. 
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KHILAFAT CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS 

(PHILADELPHIA JAMA' AT) 

Ahmad Nuruddin 
Vice President, Philadelphia Jama' at 

On 6/1/08 the Phila
delphia Jama'at was 
blessed to convene in cele
bration of completion of 
100 years of Khilafat-e
Ahmadiyyat. In the weeks 
prior to the event, many ef
forts were made to publi
cize the gathering which 
was to focus on Khilaf at; 
but with a special twist, in
corporating Tabligh. So the 
challenge was: "How do we 
make the 100 years Khilafat 
Centenary Celebrations a 
cause for the public at large 
to celebrate, as well as edu
cate them about Khilaf at?" 
Promotion started on our 
weekly radio program 
"THE VOICE FROM 
HEAVEN" [900am WURD. 
com Tuesdays 7-SPM] and 
through personal invitations 
and flyers. We used the ra
dio to also begin the educa
tion process( about Khila
Jat). 

After months of 
planning June 1 was finally 
here! The meeting was 
held at the First District 

Plaza hall in Philadelphia at 
1:00PM; However Jama'at 
members were requested to 
arrive by 12:30 to greet and 
host the guests. Majlis 
Khuddamul Ahmadiyya 
were already at the facility 
setting up since 9:00 AM 
under the guidance of Qaid 
Sahib. When the members 
and guests arrived, they 
were greeted at the door by 
Khuddam and Atfal who es
corted them to the registra
tion table. These Khuddam 
and Atfal were outfitted in 
white shirts, black trousers, 
black/white scarves and 
black caps as per Qa'id's 
instruction. After a quick 
registration (which also 
printed out name badges on 
the spot) guests were es
corted to the meeting rooms 
of both men and ladies. 
Once inside, guests and Ja
ma' at members were seated 
in a way which mixed the 
two groups to promote dia
logue. There were large 
banners on the walls with 
slogans (ex: LOVE FOR 
ALL HATRED FOR 

NONE) as well as a slide 
show presentation on a 
large projection screen at 
the front of the room. 
Guests were engaged and 
some stated that they were 
impressed at the organiza
tion of the event. Lunch 
started and the guests were 
invited table by table. 

After lunch, the 
main program began. Tala
waat, Nazm and translation 
were followed by a brief 
welcome address by our 
Sadr Mujeebullah Chaud
hary Sahib. Sadr Sahib also 
introduced the distin
guished panel which con
sisted of Maulana Daud 
Hanif (chair), Bilal Abdus
salaam, Ali Murtaza (Natl. 
Tabligh Sec.), Mulana Ina
mul Haq Kauser (keynote 
speaker), Hafiz Samiullah 
Chaudhary, Hussein Abdu
laziz, and other distin
guished members. Men 
from the local Majlis were 
called one by one to the po
dium to speak for 5 minutes 
about: 'How has Khilafat 
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impacted your life since ac
cepting Islam/ Ahmad
iyyat?" All of those speak
ers were converts. There 
were few if any prepared 
speeches and the meeting 
room was transformed into 
a warm family atmosphere. 
At the conclusion of those 
speeches, Kauser Sahib ad
dressed the gathering on the 
history of Khilafat-e
Ahmadiyya leading up to 
Khilafat Centenary Cele
brations. The audience was 
very attentive and capti
vated by the charm and elo
quence of his speech. Next, 
Khuddam were dispersed to 
each table with writing ma
terials to gather questions 
from the guests. Questions 
and answer session fol
lowed and a range of ques
tions came forward on the 
finality of prophethood and 
what is Ahmadiyyat? After 
the session more time was 
spent mingling with guests 
and an area was designated 
for afternoon prayers. The 
meeting concluded with 
Dua at approx. 6:00 PM. In 
all there were 61 non
Ahmadi guests and approx. 
200 members at the gather
ing. Sweets were distrib
uted as guests were leaving 
and new contacts were 
made. Many guests ex
pressed gratitude and gave 
contact information for fu
ture gatherings. Alham
dulillah, it was truly a 
blessed event! 
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KHILAFAT CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS 
(Buffalo Jama'at) 

Nasir Khan, President 

Buffalo Jama'at held its Khilafat Day Confer
ence on Sunday 25, 2008 on the topic of Divine 
Guidance for Establishing Peace in the Latter Days. 
About 80 people attended the symposium out of 
which approximately 20 were guests. 

The speakers and their topics were as follows: 

1. Dr. Nasir Khan: Caliphate and Peace: 
Concept, Need and Purpose 

2. Dr. Zia Shah: The Righteous Caliphs 
3. Imam Inamul Haq Kauser: Khilafat - Divine 

Intervention for Spiritual Uplifting of Hu
manity. 

4. Imam Daud Hanif: Divine Scheme for Lead
ership for Peace in the Latter Days - Prophe
cies and Fulfillment 

After all the speeches, a 45 minutes long ques
tion & answer session was held. Dinner was served 
as well. 

The conference was attended by United States 
Congressman Brian Higgins and covered by Ken 
Hamilton. 

The day before the conference, the largest 
newspaper of Buffalo published an article. 

******* 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS AND TABLIGH 
ACTIVITIES 

(CONNECTICUT JAMA' AT) 

Dr. Mahmood Qureshi, President 

Sunday, July 13, 2008 

Connecticut Jamaat Public Relations and Tabligh Activities 

2007-07 to 2008-07 

Date Actlvltv Comment 
A young lady, Ms. Blsma 

2007 Khan cerfonned bait 
Sent letters to Connecticut political leaders, including 
Senator Dodd regarding Pakistan. For example, sent over 
50 letters to Pakistani officials and media regarding 

2007 Persecution Outreach Faisalabad Medical Student Issue. 

Attended by several Meriden town council members,tabligh 
contacts, a Muslim activist, and an Arab-Muslim leader 

Mosque Inauguration with from Waterbury; Please refer to article in Record-Journal, 
21-Jul-07 Guests main newsoaDAr for Meriden from Julv 22 2007 

Several guests Including Mayor of Meriden and reporter for 
main Connecticut newspaper, the Hartford Courant, 
attended. Please refer to front page Sunday Connecticut 
section article from Oct, 14, 2007. Mayor presented an 

13-0ct-07 Bdul Fitr honorable citation. 
Messiah and Khilafat Several non-Ahmadi Muslim guests attended, included a 

23-Mar-08 Conference Pakistani familv and an Albanian contact 
31-May- Khllafat Day Regional Announcement of Khllafat Day sent to all Tabligh/PR 

08 Conference contacts. 

Several Khuddam and Attal visited three homes 
immediately adjacent to the Mosque; presented a small gift 

15-Jul-08 Neighbors outreach and Huzur's address reaarding "Love Thv Neighbor." 

Invested $500 in Albanian books. Our Albanian Ahmadi 
Imam Kemal Laml Sahib made sales of $250, including 

2007- Albanian Communtiy selling 8 Holy Qurans; Imam Sahib's travel to Jalsa to see 
2008 Outreach Khilafat was arranaed throuah Tabliah funds. 

Several members of Connecticut through the guidance of 
Majlis Sultanul Qalam wrote In this regard. On various 
issues including the Danish Cartoons (printed in the 
Christian Science Monitor), Islam and Peace (Daily Online 
Edition), Jalsa events, at least three letters to the editor, 

2007- Letters to Editors and Op- one Op-Ed on Islam, and several other internet postings 
2008 Eds were oublished. 

Local Mobile Khilafat Colorful photographic posters on Khilafat from God to 
2008 Centenarv Exhibition Proohets to Khalifas were made. 

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, Baitul Aman, 410 Main Street, Meriden, CT 06451 
Phone: 203-379-0742 Email: Connecticut@mkausa.orgWeb:www.alislarn.org 
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KHILAFAT CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 
BY CENTRAL EAST JAMA' ATS 

on December 31st and January 1st, 2008 

Inamul Haq Kauser, Missionary Central East 

Central Jersey 
Jama'at 

On December 31st 39 
members of the Jama'at in
cluding Atfal, Khuddam and 
Ansar gathered in the 
mosque at 9.30PM and had 
an educational Program in 
which Surah Al-Noor was 
discussed regarding Khila
fat and some references 
from the book "the truth 
about the split" were pre
sented. This program was 
followed by a sleep over. 

On the morning of 
New Year Jan 1st about 75 
Jama'at members including 
La.jna gathered at the 
mosque at 5.00AM and of
fered Tahajjud and Fajr 
Prayers. After the Prayers, 
Dr. Imtiaz Chaudhary Sahib 
the President of the Ja
ma' at gave a talk on Khila
fat which was followed by 
question and answer pro
gram. Afterwards Khuddam 
held a sports program. The 
program was concluded 
with silent prayers at 
9.30AM. 

Long Island, NY 
Jama'at 

About 70 people gathered 
in Baitul Huda on New 
Years Eve for Tahujjud and 
Fajr prayers. The prayer 
was followed by Darsul 
Qur'an on Khilafat .. Sweets 
were distributed afterwards. 
It was indeed a most 
blessed and rewarding oc
casion. 

York/Harrisburg 
Jama'at 

It was announced in 
Noor Flash Local News let
ter. We offered Tahajjud 
and Fajr prayers at three 
different locations. The to
tal attendance was 72, men, 
women and children. While 
39 members of the Jama'at 
spent whole night in 
prayers and Tasbeehaat. A 
Special Launch was served 
to 83 members of the Ja
ma'at at Noor Mosque. 

A Special program.: 
Khuddamul Ahmadiyya dis
tributed to 200 neighboring 
homes New Year's Cards 

with Jama'at Literature and 
a small gift of special Pens 
(These pen have Jama'at 
web address info) and 
sweets. 

Alhamdulillah Y orlc/ 
Harrisburg Jama' at had 
more than 90% participa
tion in this program. 

Willingboro Jama'at 

Our program started 
with /sha Prayers, and 
about forty Khuddam and 
Ansar spent the night at Al
Nasr Mosque. In the morn
ing, we offered collective 
Tahajjud and Fajr Prayers 
and Dars-ul Qur' an was 
followed by breakfast in the 
mosque. Approximately 75 
members, including La.jna 
were present in the morning 
program. The Al-Nasr 
Mosque was illuminated by 
colorful lights. By the 
Grace of Allah, the program 
went very well. 

New York (Queens) 
Jama'at 

Masjid Baitul Zafar 
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was decorated with lights 
along with a announcement 
in front of the Mosque in
viting the neighbors to join 
us in the Celebrations. 

This program was or
ganized by Khuddamul 
Ahmadiyya, although some 
Ansar also participated. 
They had two hours pro
gram with speeches and in
teractive sessions. The next 
day the congregational 
Tahajjud was offered by 
275+ members of the Ja
ma' at. After Fajr Prayers, 
Hazoor's concluding speech 
at the Jalsa Salana Qadian 
was watch-ed. All attendees 
were ser-ved breakfast and 
sweets. 

North New Jersey 
Jama'at 

Approximately 15 
Khuddam and Atfal spent 
night at the mosque for 
over-night stay to pray and 
to thank Allah for Khilafat. 
Almost 200 members in
cluding children, men and 
women gathered to offer 
Tahajjud in congregation at 
the Mosque. The mosque 
was illuminated from out
side and inside. A news re
porter along with a photog
rapher from Herald News (a 
local newspaper) arrived at 
Fajr prayer and covered the 
event which was published 
in the newspaper on the 
front page the following 
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After the prayers the 
President Sahib made a 
presentation about the 
Khilafat. The meeting con
cluded at 9 o'clock with col
lective silent prayer. 

Bronx, NY 
Jama'at 

About 10 members of 
the Jama'at stayed over
night at the Mosque for spe
cial prayers. While 30+ 
members including Lajna 
offered Tahajjud and Fajr 
Prayers. A general meeting 
of the Jama'at was held at 
evening regarding the 
Khilafat which was at
tended by 30 members of 
the Jama'at. 

Philadelphia 
Jama'at 

Tahajjud Prayer was 
offered by 63 members of 
the Jama'at including La
jna and Nasirat. After Fajr 
we had Dars-e-Qur'an 
from Surah Al-Nur. It was 
followed by question and 
Answer program. After
wards we had a Khilafat 
Jalsa at 8.15 am at the 
Mosque. The salient feature 
of this program was that a 
few brothers shared their 
experience of meeting the 
Khulafa-e Ahmadiyyat. The 
program concluded by 10 
am. 

Our Respected Ameer 
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Sahib visited us the same 
day. Respected Ameer Sa
hib addressed the audience 
for half an hour. More then 
22 African American 
Ahmadis and six Pakistani 
Ahmadis enjoyed the lunch 
together. Our Respected 
Ameer Sahib spent another 
two hours with us. We had 
an informal discussion and 
talk on various topics. No 
doubt it was a great day for 
us. 

Brooklyn, NY 
Jama'at 

Masjid Baitul Tahir 
was decorated with lights 
on December 30 2007 Our 
program started with Isha 
Prayers at 7 PM. More than 
50 Khuddam, Atfal and An
sar gathered in the mosque 
for prayers, Tasbeehaat and 
educational Program. More 
than 70 members offered 
Tahajjud and Fajr Prayers 
followed by Darsul Qur 'an. 
In the evening we had 
Khilafat Jalsa which was 
attended by more than 200 
members of the Jama'at in 
which we made special 
prayers for the Khilafat. 
This Khilafat Jalsa was 
held for 3 hours. Afterward 
members were served din
ner and sweets were distrib
uted/ 

****** 
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CELEBRATION OF A 100 YEARS 
OFKHILAFAT 

BY THE LOS ANGELES WEST JAMA' AT 

Amjad Mahmood Khan, 
General Secretary, Los Angeles West Jama'at 

On May 27, 2008, the 
Los Angeles West Jama'at 
celebrated 100 years of 
Khilafat, the spiritual insti
tution of successorship in 
Islam. The day began with 
morning Tahajjud and Fajr 
prayers at Baitus Salaam. 
This was followed by a spe
cial international broadcast 
of Hazoor'saba special 
Khilaf at address from the 
Excel Center in London. 
Approximately 40 Jama'at 
members listened atten
tively to the riveting and 
historic address. The day 
continued with a special 
dinner reception at the Tor
rance Civic Center in Tor
rance, CA. The reception 
drew over 181 attendees, 
including over thirty out
side guests. Special guests 
included members of the 
staff of California State As
semblyman Ted Lieu, Mr. 
Devin Chase, Deputy Chief 
of Police of Torrance, and 
Mr. Cliff Numark, candi
date for Torrance City 
Council. The Jama'at was 
presented with a special 
certificate of recognition 
from Assemblyman Lieu's 

office for the Jama'at's hu
manitarian work and contri
butions to Southern Califor
nia communities. 

The reception began 
with the recitation of the 
Qur' an by Mr. Mohammad 
Shabooti. Mr. Mazaharul 
Haq then delivered a spe
cial poem on the blessings 
of Khilafat. Mr. Amjad 
Mahmood Khan, the 
event's moderator and Gen
eral Secretary of the J a
ma' at, welcomed the guests 
and delivered an introduc
tion to the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community. He 
encapsulated the salient fea
tures of Ahmadi yyat and 
teachings of Hadhrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmadas. After the 
welcome, Mr. Nasir Malik, 
Vice President of the Ja
ma' at, delivered the first 
speech on the concept of 
Khilaf at in Islam and 
Ahmadiyyat. He explained 
the basic aspects of Khilafat 
through an interactive slide 
presentation. Mr. Ibrahim 
Naeem, Secretary Tabligh 
of the Jama'at, delivered 
the second speech of the 

night on the subject of the 
"Need for Khilafat." He 
explained the relevance of 
Khilafat to contemporary 
society. Finally, Imam 
Shamshad Nasir, Mission
ary of the Southwest Re
gion, delivered the event's 
final address on the subject 
of "Future of Khilafat." 
Imam Nasir explained how 
Khilafat is a special prom
ise from Allah for the suc
cess of the believing and 
righteous Muslims. This 
promise is connected to the 
future triumph of Islam. A 
short question and answer 
session followed the 
speeches. Audience mem
bers asked several questions 
of the speakers relating to 
the subject of Khilafat. Fi
nally, Mr. Chaudhary 
Jalalaudin Ahmad, Presi
dent of the Jama'at, deliv
ered the concluding re
marks. Drawing on his per
sonal experiences as an im
migrant to the United States 
from a small village in 
Pakistan, Mr. Ahmad ex
plained the special bless
ings of Khilafat on his own 
life. A special full course 
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dinner followed the formal 
program. 

All in all, the event 
was very well-received by 
members and guests. Sev
eral of the guests com
mented on the quality of the 
speakers' presentations and 
the professionalism of the 
organizers. A few newspa
per reporters also covered 
the event proceedings. This 
day will forever be remem
bered by Jama' at members 
as a monumental milestone 
in the history of Jama 'at 
Ahmadiyya Alamghir. Al
humdholillah. 

****** 
Hadhrat Rafi' bin 

Mu 'llara relates: The Holy 
Prophetsaw said to me: 
"Shall I tell you before you 
go out of the mosque which 
is the greatest chapter of the 
Qur'an? Then he took hold 
of my hand. When we were 
about to exit from the 
mosque I said to him: 
'Messenge~ of Allah, you 
had said that you would tell 
me which is the greatest 
Chapter of the Qur'an.' He 
answered: 'Alhamdulilla-hi 
rabbi[ 'alamin' (All praise 
belongs to Allah, Lord of 
all the worlds), the opening 
chapter which contains the 
seven oft-repeated verses 
and the Great Qur' an which 
has been bestowed upon 
me.'" 

( Bukhari kitab Jada' ilul 
Qur' an bab fadl Jatihatul 

kitab) 
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ENDURING SIGNS OF 
THE TRUTH OF ISLAM 

The Islam whose qualities we have set out is not 
something for proof of which we have to refer only to the 
past and to have to point only to the ruins of tombs. Islam is 
not a dead faith so that it may be said that all its blessings 
have been left behind and that there is nothing ahead. The 
principal quality of Islam is that its blessings always accom
pany it and that it does not speak only of the past but offers 
present blessings as well. The world is always in need of 
blessings and heavenly signs. It is not as if it needed them in 
the past and does not need them now. 

A weak and helpless human being who is born like a 
blind is in need that he should know something of the heav
enly kingdom and that he should see some signs of the exis
tence and power of God in Whom he believes. The signs of 
a past age cannot suffice for a subsequent age, for hearing is 
not the same as seeing and by the passage of time past 
events become like stories. Every new century is like the be
ginning of a new world. Therefore, the God of Islam, Who 
is the True God, manifests new signs for each new world. At 
the beginning of each century, especially at the beginning of 
a century which has strayed far away from faith and integ
rity and is enveloped in many darknesses, He raises a substi
tute Prophet in the mirror of whose nature is exhibited the 
form of a Prophet. Such a one demonstrates to the world the 
excellences of the Prophet whose follower he is and con
victs all opponents through the truth and the display of real
ity and the frustration of falsehood. [A 'ina-e-Kamalat-e
Islam, Roohani Khaza'in Vol. 5, pp. 245-247] 

The sign of a true religion is that through its teaching 
such righteous ones should continue to arise who should ar
rive at the stage of a Muhaddas to whom God Almighty 
should speak face to face. The foremost sign of the truth of 
Islam is that at all times it produces such righteous ones 
with whom God Almighty talks: 

This alone is the test of a true, living and acceptable 
religion. We know that this light is to be found only in Islam 
and that the Christian faith is without such light. [Hujjatul 
Islam, Roohani Khaza'in, Vol. 6, p. 43] 
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PRESS RELEASE 

May 28, 2008, Baitul Hameed Mosque, Chino, CA 

Ahmadi Muslims Celebrate 

The First Centenary of Khilaf at 
Some 550 members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community and their guests gathered at 

the Goldy S. Lewis Community Center, 11200 Baseline Rd., Rancho Cucamonga, California 
on May 26, 2008 to celebrate the Khilafat (spiritual leadership) Centenary. The members of 
the Community began their celebrations with pre-dawn prayers at five different centers lo
cated throughout the area. 

The proceedings at the Community center in Rancho Cucamonga began at 10:30 AM, 
as is customary, with a recitation from the Holy Quran. Dr. Hamid-ur-Rahman, President of 
the local community welcomed everyone and explained that the purpose of the gathering 
was to thank God for bestowing upon us the blessing of Khilafat and to introduce the es
sence of what Khilafat is to everyone. Four young members of the Community, Saif-ur
Rahman, Faisal Rajpoot, Rizwanul Haq Jattala and Ataul Malik Khan then made presenta
tions on each successive 25 years of history of Khilafat, the spiritual leadership that has ex
isted in the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community since 1908. 

Imam Shamshad then explained the underlying theme and message, "Khilafat is a di
vinely established institution that promotes peace through love for God and service to hu
manity and that unites the members of this worldwide community in bonds of brotherhood 
and singleness of purpose." 

The celebrations continued with a second session that began at 12:30 PM with local of
ficials and neighbors present. After the customary recitation and welcome of the guests, all 
present stood to observe a moment of silence in memory of those who serve to protect our 
nation. A short presentation was then made to explain Khilafat as understood and as it exists 
within the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. Mr. Abdur Rahim, himself a convert to Islam
Ahmadiyyat explained, "Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya promotes peace, obedience and submission 
to the will of God and rejects violence in any form." 

The Chief of Police Mr. Stewart then addressed the audience and emphasized the 
need for community involvement. Imam Shamshad then thanked all the guests, especially 
the interfaith friends and the police officials who had honored the gathering with their pres
ence. These proceedings ended with lunch and afternoon prayers. 

The celebrations continued on till the next day when again the members gathered at 
the various centers in the area to listen to the address of Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, the 
current international head of the Community from London, England. 

In his address he reminded the members of their duty to God and to humanity and 
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urged them to adopt righteous ways because the blessing of Khilafat had been promised only 
to those who have firm faith and who do good deeds. He said both were essential and faith 
without good actions was as worthless and good deeds without faith. He asked all the mem
bers of the Community watching in all the 190 countries to stand and take an oath to protect 
and safeguard the institution of Khilafat and to instill this devotion and love to Khilafat in 
their future generations. 

For further information, please contact Imam Shamshad Nasir at 1-800-WHY-ISLAM 
or 1-909-627-2252 at Masjid Bait-ul-Hamid, 11941 Ramona Ave Chino, CA 91710. 

******* 

BELIEF IN UNITY OF GOD 
ESTABLISHED THROUGH 

THE HOLY PROPHETsaw 

It is a false and stinking notion that belief in the Unity of God can be 
achieved otherwise than through the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Al
lah be on him); nor can man achieve salvation without it. How can there be 
faith in the Unity of God unless there is perfect certainty with regard to His ex
istence? Be sure, therefore, that belief in the Unity of God can be achieved only 
through a Prophet, as our Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on 
him) convinced the atheists and pagans of Arabia of the existence of God Al
mighty by showing them thousands of heavenly signs. Up till today, the true 
and perfect followers of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on 
him) present those signs to the atheists. 

The truth is that till a person observes the living powers of the Living 
God, Satan does not depart from his heart, nor does true Unity enter into it, nor 
can he believe with certainty in the existence of God. This holy and perfect 
Unity is appreciated only through the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Al
lah be on him). 

[Haqiqatul Wahi, Roohani Khaza 'in, Vol. 22, pp. 120-121] 

******* 
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KHILAFAT-E-AHMADIYYA 
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 

Phoenix Chapter-2008 

Latif Ahmad, Phoenix, AZ 

The first major 
event that was celebrated at 
the Phoenix Chapter was 
the yearly celebration of 
Musleh Mau' ood day which 
this year was organized on 
Feb 24th 2008. This event 
also marked the first major 
event of the Khilafat Cen
tennial year, we changed 
the format of such organ
ized activities to make these 
events more personal and 
meaningful to the Jama'at 
members. Instead of long 
speeches by established 
speakers, we invited 5 
Khuddam and three Ansar 
to take 5-6 minutes each 
and speak about what 
Musich Mau'oodra person
ally meant to them. The ac
tivities started with Zuhur 
Prayers followed by an ex
cellent lunch prepared by 
the local Lajna Imaillah. 
After lunch, the Musich 
Mau'ood Day program 
started with the recitation of 
the Holy Qur'an by Mr. 
Haroon Shakoor, followed 
by a Navn by Mr. Zaheer 
Sajid. Mr. Anis Shaikh, lo
cal Secretary Tarbiyyat, 
spoke on the Tarbiyyat re-

lated aspects from Musleh 
Mau'ood day's perspective. 
Mr. Rizwan Ahmed, local 
Secretary Taleem, gave 
brief remarks and than held 
a Quiz program. The audi
ence was divided in two 
teams for this purpose. La
jna were encouraged to also 
participate and answer 
questions among them
selves. The questions were 
related to the Holy Qur'an. 
Everyone enjoyed this very 
much and these questions 
were a source of knowledge 
for all. We decided to in
clude such a program in our 
future meetings as well. 
This was followed by 
Khuddam and Ansar taking 
turns and speaking about 
various aspects of the life of 
Musleh Mau'oodra. Most of 
the Khuddam who spoke 
were young and it helped 
them express themselves as 
well and allowed them to 
read and do more meaning
ful research. The feed back 
we received was that Quiz 
competition and Khuddam 
participation made the pro
gram more interesting for 
all. The event was con-

eluded with silent prayers, 
snacks, and Asr Prayers. 

Next, the Phoenix 
and Arizona Chapters con
vened an interfaith sympo
sium on March 1, 2008. 
The topic of the discussion 
was "PEACE AND RE
LIGION" on which differ
ent religions were invited to 
share the teaching of their 
faith/ religion on this im
portant topic. Respected 
Imam Shamshad Nasir, 
Missionary South West Re
gion represented Islam at 
this event. In order to ac
commodate the number of 
guests expected, the Chan
dler Public Library Audito
rium was chosen as the 
venue for this event. 

The program started 
with the recitation of a few 
verses of the Holy Qur'an 
followed by its translation 
in English by Mr. Shahzad 
Amjad. After a brief wel
come the program was 
turned over to Professor 
Blair Gadsby, Professor of 
World Religion at Mesa 
Community College to 
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moderate. The three invited 
guests were Sister Mary 
Norbert Long representing 
the Catholic Church, Dr. 
Jaswant Sachdev of Sikh 
Religion, Mr. Jason Jarvis 
representing Mormons 
(Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints). 

Imam Shamshad Nasir 
Missionary described the 
Islamic teachings on the 
topic of Peace, starting with 
explaining that the word 
'Islam' means peace. Cit
ing verses of the Holy 
Qur'an, he explained that 
Muslims are taught by Is
lamic teaching to establish 
peace at all levels and in all 
walks of life. He explained 
that according to Islamic 
teachings, an individual can 
attain peace and tranquility 
only by creating a direct 
link with the Creator. Five 
times daily prayers by a 
Muslim is the prime source 
of creating the direct link 
with God, Who speaks and 
listens as He used to and 
He answers the prayers. No 
peace can be attained with
out returning to God. 
Elaborating his view point 
he further said that Islam 
presents two fundamentals 
to attain peace. The first 
one relates to one's obliga
tion to God Almighty and 
the other one relates to 
one's obligation to his fel
low beings. If we discharge 
our responsibilities on these 
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two fronts, we will be able 
to attain peace at all levels. 
He concluded by saying 
that if we practice Islamic 
teachings, such as to be re
spectful to each other, do 
justice, treat each other with 
love and compassion, we 
can bring peace in our 
homes, in our communities, 
and in countries and with 
that we can attain interna
tional peace. 

The symposium was 
well-received by different 
religions which continued 
for two hours from 3:00 PM 
to 5:00 PM and about 55 
Men and women from dif
ferent religion attended this 
symposium with great zeal 
and interest. All attendees 
and the speakers highly ap
preciated the concept of 
holding this conference 
which was described as the 
need of the day in the cur
rent volatile situation na
tionally and globally. Re
spected Imam Shamshad 
Nasir presented gifts of 
Ahmadiyya books includ
ing "Philosophy of the 
Teachings of Islam' to all 
the speakers and the mod
erator. Although the pro
gram ended at 5:00 PM, 
discussion among attendees 
continued for another half 
hour, during snacks. 

Masih Mau'ood Day 
was the third major pro
gram of the year which was 
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held on March 23rd. The 
success of Musi eh Mau' ood 
Day encouraged us to keep 
the same format for Masih 
Mau'ood day as well. The 
day's activities started with 
Zuhar Prayers followed, as 
usual, by an excellent lunch 
prepared by the local Lajna 
Imaillah. As is the tradition 
of the Jama'at, the program 
of Masih Mau'ood day also 
started with the recitation of 
Holy Qur'an, by Mr. Ak
htar Mahmood, and a Nazm 
by Mr. Haroon Shakoor. 
Since the quiz competition 
was very successful on our 
previous program, Mr. Anis 
Shaikh included a brief quiz 
in his Tarbiyyat presenta
tion. The questions were 
related to the recent Friday 
Sermons of Hadhrat Khali
fatul Masih yaba. Mr. Riz
wan had prepared another 
quiz for all and this time he 
included the Books of the 
Promised Messiah35 pre
scribed as reading material 
for Khilafat Centennial 
preparation. The short 
speeches by Khuddam and 
Ansar provide personalized 
glimpses into the life of the 
Promised Messiah35

• 

All members, includ
ing Lajna Imaillah found 
this event very informative. 
This day concluded with 
silent prayers, snacks, and 
Asr Prayer. 

Respected National 
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Secretary Tarbiyyat, Mr. 
Nasir Mahmood Malik vis
ited us on April 5th and held 
a Tarbiyyat workshop. On 
this day respected Maulana 
Shamshad Ahmed Nasir, 
West Coast Missionary, 
was also present The pro
gram started with recitation 
of the Holy Qur' an by Mr. 
Usman Yahya. He recited 
the verses 56-58 of Chapter 
24. These verses formed 
the focal point of the work
shop which dealt with 
Khilafat, various attributes 
of believers described in 
these verses, and how they 
relate to Khilafat. This pro
gram was very well re
ceived by all. Lajna Imail
lah, Khuddam, and Ansar 
all gained some new per
spective and appreciation of 
Khilafat. Many questions 
were asked which were 
beautifully answered by 
Mr. Nasir Malik and Mau
lana Shamshad Nasir, to the 
satisfaction of inquirer. 
Lunch, was again prepared 
by members of the Local 
Lajna Imaillah, and Zuhar 
and Asr Prayers followed. 

The second half of 
this day was devoted to 
Seeratun Nabi5aw. This pro
gram was presided by re
spected Imam Shamshad 
Nasir. The program opened 
with the recitation of the 
Holy Qur'an by Mr. Haroon 
Shakoor, and a poem about 
the status of the Holy 
Prophetsaw by Mr. Bony Ah-
med. Mr. Anis Shaikh 
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then presented a brief 
sketch of the life of Holy 
Prophetsaw before Prophe
thood. Mr Rizwan Ahmed 
then expounded on the 
topic of 'Tolerance of Holy 
Prophetsaw,, a subject which 
is extremely important for 
us to understand and be 
able to communicate to 
those around us, specially 
in the Centennial year, 
when the rest of the Muslim 
organizations known by 
them are spreading intoler
ance by their actions. True 
to our desire to allow maxi
m um part1c1pation by 
Khuddam and Ansar and 
help them express their per
sonal understanding, four 
Khuddam and three Ansar 
had been asked to prepare 
short, 5-6 minute synopsis 
of the events of Holy 
Prophetsaw that the took 
away as most impacting to 
them. With time and ex
perience, participants had 
been improving in their 
presentations and express
ing their own views. All 
understood that asking for 
someone to cover a single 
event with the maximum 
impressions from the life of 
the greatest Prophet of all 
respected times, the Savior 
of mankind, is not a fair as
signment. But the exercise 
forced participants to think 
on their own and evaluate 
the life of the Holy Prophet
saw a new. Exemplary char-
acter shown by the Holy 
Prophetsaw during negotia-
tions of Treaty of Hudaibi-
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yya to forgiveness of the 
extreme transgression and 
tortures of Meccans spread 
over a life time at the event 
of the Final Victory over 
the Quraish were all related 
in the words of the speakers 
themselves. Respected 
Imam Shamshad Nasir then 
summarized the lessons im
portant to us from the life 
of the Holy Prophet5aw. 
Imam Shamshad the enter
tained questions from the 
audience and provided in
sightful answers. This day, 
again ended with silent 
prayers followed by snacks. 

The last day of the 
1st Khilafat Century ended 
on May 26. In order to re
member the blessings be
stowed upon us in the past 
100 years members of the 
Phoenix chapter gathered at 
the local Mosque to offer 
Tahajjud prayers. The 
Tahajjud Prayers were fol
lowed by Fajr Prayers and 
then breakfast was served. 
The following day, May 27, 
2008 was the dawn of the 
2nd Century of Khilafat-e
Ahmadiyya. In order to 
welcome the new century 
members of the Phoenix 
Chapter, just as the 
Ahmadis all over the world, 
gathered for Tahajjud and 
Fajr Prayers at local 
Mosque. Breakfast was 
served after the Prayers. Ar
rangements were made to 
show the live address by 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih 
yaba on this occasion. This 
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was a spiritually uplifting 
time and all were and eve
rywhere all over the world 
to take the slightly revised 
Pledge Musleh Mau' oodra 
took from Khuddamul 
Ahma-diyya in 1959, all 
present stood up at Ha
zoor' s instructions and took 
the pledge to adhere to the 
Khilafat, to safeguard this 
Divine institution, and to 
direct our progeny to con
tinue to do the same. One 
very telling aspect of the 
day's activities was that 
since May 27th fell on Mon
day and, this being a school 
day and several students 
were present at the mosque, 
all of them remained till the 
end of the event despite the 
fact the attending the pro
gram had made the late. 
Some of them also had ex
ams early thatit day and 
they barely made to class 
late and had much less time 
to finish the exam. This is 
a greatly positive reflection 
on the members of the Ja
ma'at and their love for 
Khilafat and Khalifatul Ma
sih. 

The most recent 
event held at the Phoenix 
Chapter was the Khilafat 
Day celebration. Due to the 
great significance of this 
day in the first year of the 
second Khilaf at Century, 
Tucson, AZ and Phoenix 
chapters decided to com
bine their Khilafat day cele
brations. This event was 
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members of the two chap
ters. The venue proved to 
be very accommodating and 
a beautiful location. Mem
bers from the Tucson Chap
ter took the responsibility 
of decorating the place. 
They adorned the stage 
back-drop with flags of 
Ahmadiyyat, the United 
States and the State of Ari
zona. This event was pre
sided over by our Regional 
Missionary, Imam Sham
shad Nasir. The program, 
per tradition, started 
with Tilawat by Mr. Abdul 
Rauf Sahib. Mr. Bony Ah
med followed with amelo
dious Navn about Khilafat. 
After a brief introduction of 
the program and the main 
speeches, a short personal 
understanding of the events 
from the Ii ves of the first 
four Khulafa of the Holy 
Prophetsaw were presented. 
Mr. Monib Sajid spoke on 
the topic, 'The life of 
Hadhrat Abu Bakra.' Mr. 
Rizwan Shaikh then ren
dered his impressions of the 
life of Hadhrat Uma~. The 
Life of Hadhrat Uthmanra 
was the topic of Mr. Riz
wan Ahmed's speech and 
Mr. Usman Y ahya related 
what aspect about Hadhrat 
Alira was important to him. 
This was followed by a 
speech by Mr. Abdul Wa
heed Khan who spoke on 
the topic of 'Prophethood 
of Hadhrat Masih Mau'oo
das', the greatest Khalifah of 
the Holy Prophetsaw. Dr. 
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Atif Malik followed him 
with anecdotal events of the 
life of Hadhrat Maulana 
Nooruddinra, Khalifatul Ma
sih I. Mr. Munir Malik, 
Mr. Anis Shaikh, and Mr. 
Arshad Ahmad, each spoke 
briefly on the Ii ves Hadhrat 
Musleh Mau'oodra, Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih Ilfh, and 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih 
IVrh respectively. In the 
end, respected Imam Sham
shad Nasir spoke on the im
portant aspect of Khilafat 
and our role. The program 
was concluded with silent 
prayers. Attendees then of
fered Maghrib and Isha 
Prayers. This was followed 
by a delicious dinner pre
pared by Lajna Imaillah 
Phoenix. 

This report is con
cluded with a request for 
prayers for all Atfal, Khud
dam, Lajna Imaillah, and 
Ansar who have tirelessly 
worked all thru the year to 
not only make the main 
events but a number of 
other activities successful, 
All their labors are proof of 
their devotion to Khilafat-e
Ahmadiyya, Jama' at-e
Ahmadiyya, Hadhrat Masih 
Mau'oodas, and most of all 
our beloved Lord and Mas
ter Muhammad, may unlim
ited blessings of Allah be 
upon him. Their efforts are 
not for worldly rewards, but 
so that their Allah may be 
pleased with them. May 
Allah reward them many 
fold in return, Ameen. 
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LOS ANGELES-AREA TABLIGH 
ACTIVITIES 

Jonathan M.A. Ghaffar, 
Asst. Secretary Tabligh, L.A. East 

Ahmadiyyat has al
ways striven to open posi
tive interfaith dialogs be
tween Muslims and Catho-
lics and other Christian 
sects. Toward that end, 
back in mid-2007, SW Re
gional Missionary Imam 
Shamshad A. Nasir had in
vited Father Kerry and his 
parishioners from Our Lady 
Queen of Angels Catholic 
Church in Newport Beach 
to an interfaith dialog and 
dinner at Baitul Hameed 
Mosque in Chino. About 
l 50 people were in atten
dance, and participants all 
regarded the event as a 
great success. Father Kerry 
promised to return the host
ing favor in the near future, 
and it was eventually ar
ranged that on May 5th' 
2008, members of L.A. East 
and L.A. Inland Empire Ja
ma' ats would be the guests 
at Father Kerry's Catholic 
church in Newport Beach. 

Approximately 70 
Ahmadis arrived and were 
greeted by a similar number 
of Catholics. Father Kerry 
was warm, gracious and 
welcoming, as were his pa
rishioners. The Ahmadi 

delegation was given a 
quick tour of the church 
grounds and then the tour 
continued inside with ex
planations of the various 
areas of the church where 
the main services were 
held. 

There are many ritu
als and rites in the Catholic 
Church - far too many to 
detail or adequately explain 
here - but one that most 
people are familiar with is 
the rite of confession, 
where a parishioner sits in a 
small closet-like room 
where, in an adjacent cubi
cle behind a meshed parti
tion, a priest sits and listens 
to the parishioner's litany 
of confessed sins during the 
past week (confession is 
usually held on Saturdays). 
What struck me and some 
others as unusual were the 
rather obvious windows 
now prominently visible in 
the confession booths. For 
most of Catholic history, 
confessionals were com
pletely private and no one 
on the outside could see in
side. 

I asked about the win-

dows and what motivated 
their placement. Father 
Kerry, being acutely aware 
of all the recent public out
cries and scandals involving 
Catholic priests charged 
with child molestation and 
other sexual abuses, quietly 
answered that windows 
were now installed in con
fessionals to provide parish
ioners seated inside with a 
sense of safety. Unspoken, 
of course, was the need 
now days to allay any po
tential feelings of unease at 
being alone with a priest in 
a completely shuttered cu
bicle, and also to allay the 
fears or suspicions from 
those on the outside of the 
confessionals - like parents 
with their young children 
taking confession -- about 
any improprieties going on 
inside; hence the windows 
now allowing a view of the 
participants in the confes
sion ritual. (For those who 
may not know, the rite of 
confession has long been a 
keystone of Catholicism, 
wherein the priest rein
forces his role as the media
tor between the sinner and 
God in the confession of 
sins and the deliverance of 
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forgiveness via acts of pen
ance prescribed by the 
priest. The confession is 
solemnized at the end by 
the priest's admonition to 
the parishioner to: "Go 
forth and sin no more." 

The rite of confes
sion and the role of priests 
in the Catholic Church are 
but two striking differences 
between how Catholicism 
and Islam provide the 
means for seeking nearness 
to God and His Mercy and 
Forgiveness. 

After the tour, Fa
ther Kerry escorted the au
dience to the dining hall 
where a podium was set up 
for the two presentations 
for the evening. During a 
wonderful meal, Father 
Kerry began by detailing a 
brief history of Catholic
Muslim relations and their 
not-so-enviable conse
quences, remarking that this 
gathering represented the 
hope for a new and brighter 
future for these two popu
lous faiths. Ironically, it is 
Catholics and Muslims 
alone who hold the num
bers edge in the field of 
"monotheistic" religions. 
Monotheistic is in quotes 
because despite the concept 
of the Trinity where God is 
described as God the Fa
ther, God the Son and God 
the Holy Spirit, they are 
still, according to Christian 

58 

thinking and doctrine, 
"one" God and not three 
separate gods as the word
ing would imply. 

Father Kerry ac
knowledged the long
standing conundrum that 
our ability to be convinced 
of the validity of this idea 
based on reason is not pos
sible because the Trinitarian 
Godhead is too complex for 
our human intellect to 
grasp. Too complex appar
ently even for Jesus85 to ex
plain anywhere in the New 
Testament which he 
never does -- choosing in
stead to reiterate the sim
plicity of the actual One
ness of God espoused in Ju
daism in Deut. 6:4 "Hear ye 
0 Israel, the Lord your God 
is one Lord ... " and, as if 
that wasn't clear enough, by 
Jesus85 himself in the New 
Testament (Catholic ver
sion) where we read in John 
17:3 "And this is eternal 
life, that they might know 
Thee the only true God, and 
him whom Thou has sent, 
Jesus Christ." 

Father Kerry instead 
focused on the one element 
of Christianity that is argua
bly its strongest rallying 
point for moral respect and 
emotional empathy: the 
teachings and example of 
Jesus Christ85. Father Kerry 
stressed that Jesus85 was a 
clear role model to follow, 
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one that transcended all 
doctrinal differences and 
contentions. This is true. 
No right-thinking person 
questions Jesus' good 
works or the moral lessons 
and righteousness inherent 
in his exhortations and par
ables. As a recognized true 
prophet of God, Muslims 
have always respected Je
sus85 for what he said and 
did in the name and service 
of the One True God. This 
is not the same, however, as 
endorsing ideas or later 
doctrines formulated or 
preached by those who 
never knew Jesus85 or were 
never directly commis
sioned by him as apostles. 

So Father Kerry 
kept his focus on the moral 
example of Jesus85 that in
spires millions of devout 
and sincere Christians to 
this day, an example that 
also inspired a famous 
phrase that originated in the 
1890s: "What Would Jesus 
Do?" and which has resur
faced in the modem age on 
T-shirts, bumper stickers 
and hundreds of websites. 

But it is precisely 
Jesus85' humanity and sa
gacity which draws peo
ple's hearts and minds to 
believe in him as a true 
spiritual teacher. At the 
end of Father Kerry's pres
entation, I was genuinely 
touched and impressed by 
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his moral sincerity and 
emotional connection and 
devotion to his subject. 

Next up to the po
dium was Imam Shamshad 
A. Nasir, who delivered a 
brief overview of the main 
points of Islamic belief, 
opting to spend the majority 
of the time allotted to him 
for answering questions 
from the audience, as past 
experience has shown that 
nothing works as efficiently 
in disseminating the infor
mation about Islam that 
people want to know than 
by letting them ask you di
rectly what they want to 
know. Before he opened 
the floor to questions 
though, he explained the 
major difference between 
Sunni and Shia Islam with 
the beliefs of Ahmadi yyat; 
specifically touching on the 
claim of Hadhrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmadas as being 
the awaited Promised Mes
siah and Second Coming of 
Christa5

• This naturally 
sparked much interest from 
the Catholic members in the 
audience, and Imam Sham
shad spent a considerable 
portion of time explaining 
the gist of this idea in rela
tion to Biblical prophecy 
and the reason why this per
son was not going to be Je
sus85 himself, descending 
from heaven in the flesh, as 
both Christians and most 
Muslims expected. While 
at times the questions came 
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a little heated, colored with 
a tell-tale bias against Islam 
due to fanatic Saudis in
volvement in the 9-11 at
tacks, Imam Shamshad han
dled such semi-hostile que
ries with kindness and 
skilled oratory. But, as in 
most things having to do 
with understanding the true 
Islam, there is not a lot of 
initiative demonstrated by 
those who have no interest 
in seeing outside their own 
beliefs or preconceptions. 

Other questions 
from Catholics dealt with 
such topics as: 

Does Islam believe 
in Heaven and Hell, and in 
what way? 

How do Muslims 
achieve salvation from sins 
and entry into Heaven? 

If Muslims believe 
in the Immaculate Concep
tion and virgin birth of Je
sus, why don't they also be
lieve he is the literal Son of 
God and/or God incarnate 
in human form? 

Do Muslims want to 
engage in violent "Jihacf' to 
seize political and worldly 
power and convert every
one to Islam by force? 

What do Muslims 
believe about Jesus? 

If Islam requires 
Muslims to believe in other 
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prophets and other holy 
books, why don't they ac
cept Jesus as their Savior 
and become Christians? 

Why do Muslims 
believe Jesus didn't die on 
the cross? And in the case 
of Ahmadi Muslims, why 
do they believe differently 
than the rest of the Muslim 
world about what happened 
to Jesus before, during and 
after the crucifixion? 

The evening ended 
with all participants inter
ested in further meetings 
and communication, with a 
definite sense of a meeting 
of minds and a bridging of 
the gaps that have for so 
long separated Muslims 
from Christians. And as 
long as people from differ
ing spiritual vantage points 
can agree to see past them
selves to their counterparts 
on the other side of the 
bridge, and to want to cross 
their half of the bridge to 
make contact with the un
known on the other side, 
and to then seek mutual 
friendship and understand
ing, then hope still exists 
for a better world and a bet
ter humanity. 

Dinner Meeting at a 
Mormon Church in 

Chino, CA. 

Mainstream Chris
tians rarely have anything 
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good to say about the Mor
mons, considering them 
heretics to orthodox Chris
tian ideology and practices. 
They are lumped together 
with the Jehovah's Wit
nesses and the Moonies and 
labeled as cults. But for the 
past five years, ever since 
the unfortunate fire at the 
Chino mosque in 2003 on 
the same day as the demise 
of the 4th Khalifahr\ the 
members of L.A. East & 
Inland Empire Jama' ats 
have benefited from the 
kindness of members of the 
Chino chapter of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, or the 
Mormons, as they are com
monly known. And on 
May 9th they went another 
step beyond this warm
hearted generosity when 
they invited our members to 
a dinner and philosophical 
get-together at their church. 

As with similar 
meetings at other churches, 
during the meal a speaker 
from the Mormons spoke, 
followed by Imam Sham
shad speaking on Islam. 
The Mormon speaker, Kenn 
Rasmussen, is a longtime 
friend and quite an erudite 
and eloquent speaker, 
whether on the tenets of his 
own belief or on those of 
Islam. On a previous occa
sion, Kenn spoke at length 
on the basic beliefs of Islam 
for the benefit of his mem
bers at a joint meeting at 
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meetings at other churches, 
during the meal a speaker 
from the Mormons spoke, 
followed by Imam Sham
shad speaking on Islam. 
The Mormon speaker, Kenn 
Rasmussen, is a longtime 
friend and quite an erudite 
and eloquent speaker, 
whether on the tenets of his 
own belief or on those of 
Islam. On a previous occa
sion, Kenn spoke at length 
on the basic beliefs of Islam 
for the benefit of his mem
bers at a joint meeting at 
our Chino mosque prior to 
2003, and to his credit, it 
was unanimously agreed 
that his presentation and 
comprehension of Islamic 
teachings and especially 
Ahmadiyyat beliefs was 
such that he could easily 
have passed for a member 
of our community. No 
small feat. So Kenn gave 
us all a short history of 
Mormonism and its basic 
ideology and the differ
ences and similarities it has 
with other branches of 
Christianity. 

Imam Shamshad was 
asked by Kenn to elaborate 
on the details of Islamic be
liefs and specifically those 
in Ahmadiyyat and how we 
were different from regular 
Muslims. Imam Shamshad 
spent about fifteen minutes 
explaining basic beliefs in 
Islam and Ahmadiyyat, and 
then the remainder of the 
time was given over to a 
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Question-and-Answer ses
sion where both speakers 
were available to answer 
queries from the audience. 
Ahmadi ladies' questions 
were delivered in written 
form to the podium for an
swers, and in some ways, 
their questions were more 
engaging and direct than 
those from the men's side. 
All in all, it was a comfort
able meeting between long
time friends and spiritual 
associates, where decorum 
and good humor were the 
watchwords, rather than 
sharp jabs from the slings 
and arrows of our theologi
cal differences. In the end, 
good food, good friends and 
good conversation made for 
an enjoyable evening all 
around. 

Address at Ontario 
Christian High School 

in Ontario, CA. 

Imam Shamshad regu
larly visits a Social Studies/ 
World History class at a 
nearby Christian High 
School to give them the ba
sics of Islam and field ques
tions. The class is gener
ally composed of 10th to 
12th graders. Imam Sham
shad spoke on when, where 
and how Islam was re
vealed to the Holy Prophet 
Muhammadsaw in Arabia in 
the 7th century A.D. He ex
plained the five Pillars of 
Islam and the six Articles of 
Faith. Then he opened the 
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floor to questions from the 
class. 

Questions, ironically, 
from the girls focused 
mainly on the need for and 
oppressiveness of Islamic 
clothing worn by Muslim 
women. Imam Shamshad 
answered that the style of 
clothing mandated by Islam 
was designed to protect and 
strengthen a woman's self
respect, modesty and virtue 
while increasing her in 
righteousness and nearness 
to God, while the accepted 
style of dress among most 
young girls today was cal
culated to damage or de
stroy every one of those 
previously mentioned sup
posedly desirable qualities. 

Other questions from 
students and the teacher 
centered on what the Is
lamic take on Jesus"5 was 
and why we didn't believe 
he was literally the Son of 
God and/or God incarnate 
in the flesh. The contradic
tory nature of these two po
sitions was as oblivious to 
the students as their lack of 
awareness of any sources of 
historical or spiritual 
knowledge outside their 
classical Christian condi
tioning, which told them 
(via the New Testament) 
that Jesus was God and that 
he died for their sins -- yet 
another set of contradictory 
logical positions. 

The teacher summed 
up the tone of the entire 

6/ 

meeting by asking what 
was it in Islam that moti
vated the Muslim terrorists 
on Sept. 11 to blow up the 
World Trade Centers and 
the Pentagon. Was it the 
promise of the 72 virgins 
after the terrorists died and 
went to Heaven? Imam 
Shamshad explained all the 
standard points whereby the 
actual verses of the Holy 
Qur'an (a) forbid terrorism 
and the murder of inno
cents, and (b) there were no 
72 virgins awaiting zealous 
Muslim terrorists in Heaven 
because there were no ac
tual physical virgins await
ing anybody in Heaven 
with promises of sexual de
bauchery, and any Muslims 
who did commit a terrorist 
act would be going in the 
other direction anyway -
the place where it may or 
may not someday freeze 
over. 

Imam Shamshad ad
vised the teacher as well as 
the students to study the 
Holy Qur'an and other 
sources of authentic infor
mation on Islam, such as 
www.alislam.org and the 1-
800-WHY-ISLAM number. 

Juneteenth 
Celebrations, 

Riverside & Pomona, 
CA. 

"Juneteenth" is an Afri
can-American event memo
rializing the date of June 
19, 1865, when slaves in 
Texas and Louisiana first 
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learned that the Ci vi I War 
had ended on April 9th' 
1865 and that they had been 
technically free since then. 
The slaves' owners had ne
glected to tell them. 
Juneteenth celebrations are 
marked by events that cele
brate and educate African
Americans and their his
tory. Br. M.A. Ghaffar and 
Br. Rahman Abdul Aleem 
manned booths at two 
J uneteenth events - one 
held June 14th in Riverside 
and one held June 21st in 
Pomona. Public response at 
both sites was positive. 

******* 
REQUEST FOR 

PRAYER 

I humbly reg uest 
prayers for my sister and 
her family that may their 
migration from Pakistan to 
USA in Seattle Jama'at be 
a blessed one for all of 
them. My brother-in-law, 
Dr. Waqar Ahmad, Certi
fied Homeopath from Paki
stan, can be consulted for 
any homeopathic matters at 
dr_waqar@hotmail.com or 
on phone (360) 362-1004. 
With the Grace of Allah Al
mighty, he has successfully 
been practicing fulltime ho
meopathy in Pakistan for 
about 15+ years. Kindly re
member him and his family 
in your prayers. Jazakallah. 

Naimah Ahmad, 

San Antonio, TX 
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KHILAFAT CENTENARY 
CELEBRATION ACTIVITIES 

IN BAY POINT JAMA' AT 

Naveed Ashraf, President Bay Point Chapter 

Bay Point Jama'at 
held many activities this 
year. Here is a brief sum
mary of few Khilafat Cen
tenary related activities: 

December 31, 2007 

A sleepover was ar
ranged by Bay Point Majlis 
Khuddamul Ahmadiyya. l 0 
Khuddam/atfal, and 15 La
jna/Nasiratlchildren partici
pated. Maghrib and /sha 
Prayers were offered in 
congregation. 

January 1, 2008 

Tahajjud Prayers of
fered. 75 members of the 
Jama 'at attended the 
Tahajjud Prayers. The Tah
jajud prayers were followed 
by Fajr Prayer and Darsul 
Qur'an led by the Regional 
Missionary Northwest. A 
brief review of few Khilafat 
related activities that would 
take place throughout the 
year was shared with the 
Jama'at members. Halva 
Poori breakfast was served 
by Munir Mirza Sahib. 

January 10, 2008 

Bay Point Chapter be
came a member of Contra 
Costa Interfaith Council. 
Bay Point Chapter applied 
for its membership in No
vember 2007. But the ap
proval was made official on 
January 10th, 2008. By join
ing the Interfaith Council 
AMI will have the opportu
nity to work with other 
faiths in providing human 
services to needy in our lo
cal community. Bay Point 
Chapter has made a com
mitment to provide food for 
a homeless shelter in our 
community. This program 
was initiated and carried 
out by Babar Pasha Sahib. 

January 20, 2008 

Dinner served to a 
homeless shelter in Marti
nez California. 25 residence 
of the shelter were served 
with a dinner. Arrange
ments organized by Bahar 
Pasha Sahib and Naveed 
Ashraf. 

February 17, 2008 

Dinner served to a 

homeless shelter in Marti
nez California. Sadr Lajna 
and her team provided a 
spaghetti dinner for 25 resi
dents. 

May 18,2008 

Dinner served to a 
homeless shelter in Marti
nez California: 25 residents 
of the shelter were served. 
The arrangements organ
ized by Babar Pasha Sahib 
and his family. 

May 25th 2008 

A sleepover arranged 
by Majlis Khuddamul 
Ahmadiyya Bay Point Qa'id 
Sahib Bay Point made the 
arrangements. 20 Khuddam/ 
Atfal, and 10 Lajna/Nasirat/ 
children attended the sleep
over. Magribllsha Prayers 
followed by Dars-e-Malf
oozat was conducted by the 
Regional Missionary North
west. 

May 26th 2008 

Khilafat Day was 
celebrated at Bay Point as 
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an all day event. Here is 
brief synopsis of all the ac
tivities for the day: 

• Tahajjud Prayer weas 
offered in congregation 
followed by Fajr prayer 
and Dars-e-Qur'an 

• Halva Poori breakfast 
was served by Munir 
Mirza Sahib. 

• Khuddam/A~fal partici
pated in sport activi
ties. A softball game 
was organized by 
Khurram Shah Sahib. 

• Ansar participated in a 
Tabligh event in the 
Bay Point Memorial 
Day parade. Khadim 
Shah Sahib, Zaeem An
sarullah organized the 
event. Banners were 
made, and Jama 'at lit
erature was distributed. 

• 12:00 P.M. Sacramento 
Jama 'at members 
joined for the rest of 
the day. 20 plus mem
bers joined. 

• Lunch was served by 
Saleem Shah Sahib and 
Shahid Abassi Sahib. 

• Zuhr prayers was of
fered in congregation 

• 2:00 P.M. Main Khila
fat Day program star
ted 

• Tilawatltranslation by 
Safeer Mirza Sahib 

• Nazm by Riaz Sahid 
and translation by Yu
suf H. Pasha Sahib 

• Difference between 
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Khilafat and Caliphate 
a speech by Ghalib 
Ahmad Sahib. 

• Blessings of Khilafat, a 
speech in Urdu by Mu
nir Mirza Sahib. 

• Truth about the Split in 
Jama'at-e-Ahmadiyya, a 
speech by Khurram 
Shah Sahib. 

• Nizam-e- Wasiyyat, a 
speech by Muzafar A. 
Zafar Sahib. 

• Concluding Speech by 
Respected Missionary 
Irshad Malhi Sahib. 

• Silent prayers led by 
Respected Missionary 
Sahib. 

• Asr Prayer was offered 
in congregation 

• A social tea break and 
sweets provided by 
President Sacramento, 
Waheed Maroof Sahib. 

• A video recording of the 
Peace Conference 2008 
held in London was 
watched by all the Ja
ma 'at members. 

• A delicious BBQ dinner 
was arranged by Saleem 
Shah Sahib, Shahid 
Abbasi Sahib, and 
Adee! Ahmad Sahib. 

• The day concluded with 
Magribllsha Prayers of
fered in congregation. 
The event was attended 
by 120 members from 
Bay Point, and Sacra
mento Jama'at. 
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Khadim Shah Sahib, 
Zaeem Ansarullah at 
the Tabligh Event 

May 27t\ 2008 

Tahajjud Prayers were 
offered in congregation. 
Hazoor' saba Ii ve address 
from London was 
watched. Bay Point Ja
ma 'at also took out a 14 
page newspaper ad in 
Contra Costa Times. 
The ad had a picture of 
the Promised Messiahas 
with a bold message 
across, "The need of the 
hour". A copy of the ad 
is attached with this re
port. A printed copy of 
the Hazoor' saba address 
was given to Jama'at 
members present and 
mailed out to the mem
bers not present. 

July 20, 2008 

Dinner was served to 
a homeless shelter in Marti
nez California. 25 residence 
of the shelter were served. 
Arrangements organized by 
Babar Pasha Sahib. 

******* 
Hadhrat Abu Hurairahra 

relates that the Holy 
Prophetsaw said: "A servant 
is closest to his Lord when 
he is in prostration, so mul
tiply your supplications in 
prostration." 

( Muslim kitabussalat ma 
yaqul firraku' wassajud) 
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LEADERSHIP IN ISLAM: CAN THE 
WORLD ADDRESS ITS CHALLENGES 

WITHOUT IT? 

An event organized by the Silicon Valley Chapter on 
May 12, 2008 at San Jose, CA 

Waseem Malik, Na'ib Ameer 

The event, which took 
place in the San Jose City 
Hall, started with the recita
tion of the Holy Qur'an by 
Mr. Wasim Malik, Presi
dent of the Silicon Valley 
Chapter of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community 
(AMC). This was followed 
by a brief welcome address 
by Mr. Malik, in which he 
introduced AMC as "a dy
namic, international reform
ist movement within Islam. 
Founded in 1889, AMC 
spans over 180 countries 
with membership exceeding 
tens of millions. AMC is 
the only Islamic organiza
tion to believe that the long
awaited Messiah has come 
in the person of Mirza Ghu
lam Ahmadas (1835-1908) 
of Qadian. Ahmad's advent 
has brought about an un
precedented era of Islamic 
revival and moderation. He 
divested Islam of fanatical 
beliefs and practices by vig
orously championing ls
lam's true and essential 
teachings. AMC is the lead-

ing Islamic organization to 
categorically reject terror
ism in any form. Over a 
century ago, Ahmad em
phatically declared that an 
aggressive "Jihad by the 
sword" has no place in Is
lam. In its place, he taught 
his followers to wage a 
peaceful, intellectual "Jihad 
of the pen". As part of its 
effort to revive and reform 
Islam, AMC continues to 
spread Ahmad's teachings 
of moderation and restraint 
in the face of bitter opposi
tion from the Muslim 
world." 

This was followed by 
a welcome speech by 
Mayor Chuck Reed in 
which he expressed his 
deep appreciation for the 
community services of the 
Silicon Valley Chapter 
(SVC) of AMC. He pre
sented an award to Miss So
hail, a young member of 
SVC, for an act of extraor
dinary bravery. 

Mr. Muhammad Chau
dhry, director of public rela
tion for SVC, recognized 
various leaders of the com
munity. Congresswoman Zoe 
Lofgren was awarded a testi
monial by him for her un
wavering support of AMC in 
its struggle against its perse
cution in countries such as 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and 
Indonesia. The award was 
received in absentia by Con
gresswoman Lofgren' s repre
sentative, Ms. Tiffany Dao. 

Dr. Rafi Ahmed, educa
tion director of SVC, gave a 
brief talk inviting the guests 
to attend the Islam 101 pres
entations given by SVC. He 
said, "In the words of the 
great American Pulitzer prize 
winning poet Gwendolyn 
Brooks: 'We are each other's 
business; we are each other's 
harvest; we are each other's 
magnitude and bond.' We are 
indeed each other's bond. Yet 
the unfamiliar mystifies us 
and unsettles us. I, therefore, 
urge you to learn more about 
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Islam and Muslims by at
tending these talks." 

The keynote speaker, 
Mr. Anwer Khan, was in
troduced by Mr. Sam Lic
cardo, San Jose Council 
member. Mr. Khan is a di
rector of the National Board 
of AMC and also the CEO 
of a Lab Source Interna
tional, based in Chino Hills, 
California. His speech em
phasized the openness and 
tolerance of the worldwide 
AMC. He reiterated the fact 
that AMC subscribes to the 
original and pure teachings 
of Islam taught by the 
Prophet Muhammadsaw. He 
noted that the militant and 
intolerant strains in Muslim 
society seen today are of 
later origin; these strains 
are a result of the rejection 
of the pristine teachings of 
Islam. He said that there are 
two types of leaderships, 
transactional and transfor
mational, and that the lead
ership provided by the 
spiritual leaders of AMC 
has been of the latter type, 
which focuses on trans
forming the hearts and 
minds of people. He con
cluded his speech by quot
ing the Prophet Muhammad 
from his last sermon: "All 
men, whatever nation or 
tribe they may belong to, 
and whatever station in life 
they may hold, are equal ... 
No one has any claim of su
periority over another. An 
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Arab possesses no superior
ity over a non-Arab. A 
white man is in no way su
perior to a black man, nor, 
for that matter, is a black 
man better than a white, but 
only to the extent to which 
he discharges his duty to
wards God and man. The 
most honored among you in 
the sight of God is the most 
righteous among you." 

The key-note speech 
was followed by a question 
and answer session moder
ated by Mr. Sal Pizarro, a 
San Jose Mercury News 
columnist. The panelists 
were Mr. Anwer Khan, Mr. 
Raqib Wali, and Dr. Rafi 
Ahmed. 

The event concluded 
by a vote of thanks and si
lent prayers by Mr. Malik. 

******* 
HUMANITY 

FIRST 

NEEDS 

VOLUNTEERS 

AND 

DONATIONS 

******* 
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HADITH 
Hadhrat Zaid bin 

Arqamra relates that one day, 
the Holy Prophetsaw stood up 
to address them. He praised 
God Almighty, then de
livered a sermon: "O people! 
I am a human being. May be 
a call to leave this world 
comes and I leave this world. 
I will be leaving behind two 
valuable things with you. The 
Book of Allah, which is full 
of light and guidance. Hold 
fast to the Book of Allah and 
act according to its comm
andments. Thus, he urged us 
to follow the commandments 
of the Holy Qur'an. Then he 
said: 'The second thing I am 
leaving behind is my 'ahli 
bai'at' (my family). Rega
rding my family I remind you 
to remember Allah. Regar
ding my family I remind you 
to remember Allah. Regar
ding my family I remind you 
to remember Allah.' " 

(Muslim kitab fada'ilussahabah 
bab minfada'il 'Ali) 

Hadhrat Ibn 'Abbasra 
relates that the Holy 
Prophetsaw said: "He who 
does not have mercy on 
children, does not respect the 
elders, nor enjoins good, and 
nor forbids evil is not one of 
us." 

(I'irmidhi kitabul birr wassilah 
maja' rahmatussibyan) 
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KHILAFAT CENTENARY 
CELEBRATION ACTIVITIES 

Zahid Iqbal, Merced Jama'at, California 

On the night of De
cember 31, 2007, the whole 
world was fast asleep after 
celebration of New Year ac
tivities, but the followers of 
Promised Messiah05 were 
making preparation for their 
celebration of New Year in a 
completely different manner 
as compared to the rest of the 
world. This incoming year 
marked the completion of the 
100 years of Khilafat in Ja
ma' at Ahmadiyya; every 
member of our Jama'at was 
thrilled to be part of this his
toric moment. I remember 
that on New Year's Eve, the 
ground was covered with 
dense fog and it was not visi
ble even at a distance of ten 
feet ahead. But that was 
nothing for the believers of 
the Promised Messiah.as. The 
members of the Jama'at did 
not let bad weather condi
tions get in their way and 
reached their destination to 
participate in Tahajjud 
Prayer. One family came 
from the city of Modesto, 
which is 50 miles away, to 
join the Tahajjud and fajr 
prayer. After the prayers, Ja
ma' at President, Mr. Abdul 
Raqib Wali Sahib, gave the 
Dars-e-Qur'an and high
lighted the importance of the 
day. After the breakfast a 
question and answer session 

was held. Everyone was 
very happy and felt fortu
nate to be part of this his
toric moment. 

During our meet
ings, a quiz on the subject 
of Khilafat was held be
tween Atfal and Nasirat. 
Keeping in mind the spe
cialty of this year; in every 
meeting we had discussions 
on different Khulafa and 
read excerpts from books 
published by them. The 
members also got together 
on the Musleh Mau' ood 
Day and watched a docu
mentary on the 2nd Khali
fahr0. Throughout the year, 
the members have been 
memorizing the prayers re
quired by Khalifatul Masih 
yaba and they were trying to 
recite them daily. 

Various countries 
across the globe held a 
"Khilafat century essay 
competition" in compliance 
to Hazoor' s tehrik. A Ti.fl of 
ma 'yar-e-kabir, a waqf-e
nau tifal of ma 'yar-e
saghir, and a Nasira from 
our Jama'at also partici
pated. Alhamdulilllah, Ti.fl 
N osherw an Zahid of 
m 'ayar-e-kabir from our 
Jama'at secured first posi
tion in USA, Nasira, Nata
sha Zahid, 2nd position and 

Waqf-e-Nau Ti.fl of Ma'yar
e-saghir Safwan Zahid got 
the participation certificate. 

By the Grace of Allah, 
this year Khilafat day came 
on a long weekend, our Ja
ma' at made different pro
grams for the members to 
participate. On May 24th, 
26th, and 27th, we again had 
Tahajjud and Fajr prayer to
gether and had a long discus
sion on the Khulafa. On May 
25th, we had a meeting and 
BBQ lunch in Modesto city 
at the house of Mr. 
Mohammad Afzal (a new 
convert who became Ahmadi 
in 2005) and our Regional 
Missionary, Irshad Malhi Sa
hib also joined us to be a part 
of this celebration. The pro
gram started with recitation 
of the Holy Qur'an, followed 
by a poem and speeches on 
Khilafat. We also watched a 
documentary on the efforts of 
Muslims in history. On May 
27th, Hazoofba gave a centen
ary Khilafat address and the 
members got together to 
watch Hazootiba,s live ad
dress in the morning on 
MTA. We also participated 
in the International Pledge, 
which Hazootiba took on this 
day. 

On the third week of 
May, the Merced Lajna had 



September 2008 

their separate meeting and 
they also had poems and 
speeches on the subject of 
Khilafat. By the Grace of 
Allah, in June the Jalsa 
Salana USA took place and 
Hazoor aha also came. It was 
the desire of every member 
to meet Hazoot'100 and at
tend the Jalsa. Only a few 
members had the opportu
nity to participate in the 
Jalsa. Those who couldn't 
go, gathered in one house 
and made an atmosphere of 
Jalsa in the home and 
watched the live proceed
ings of the Jalsa. After 
Jalsa Salana USA, Can
ada's Jalsa began. Again 
the members got together in 
one home and tried to be a 
part of this spiritual con
vention. We tried to create 
an atmosphere of Jalsa in 
the home, offered Salat, 
and cooked delicious foods. 
Masha Allah, Jalsa Salana 
Canada too came to its con
clusion and Jalsa Salana U. 
K was scheduled to take 
place in the following 
week. The followers of the 
Promised Messiahas again 
got together to celebrate 
this blessed occasion. The 
members listened to the live 
Jalsa Salana proceedings 
and offered Salat together. 
On the last day of Jalsa, the 
members met at 4:00 a.m. 
and offered Tahajjud and 
Fajr Prayers. Just an hour 
later everyone participated 
in the International Bai' at 
and later listened to the 
concluding address of Ha
zootba on MT A. 
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BLESSINGS OF 
ISLAM 

Thousands upon thousands of thanks are due to Al
mighty God Who has bestowed upon us a religion, which is 
such a means of attaining to the knowledge of God and to 
the fear of God, as has had no equal in any age. Thousands 
of blessings be upon the immaculate Prophetsaw through 
whom we have entered this faith and thousands of Divine 
mercies be bestowed upon his companions who irrigated 
this garden with their blood. 

. Islam is such a blessed and God-indicating religion 
that 1f a person follows it truly and acts upon the teachings, 
guidance and admonitions contained in the Holy Word of 
God Almighty, the Holy Qur'an, he would see God in this 
very life. For the recognition of God, Who is hidden from 
the sight of the world behind thousands of screens, there is 
no other means except the teachings of the Qur'an. The Holy 
Qur'an guides us towards God Almighty through reason and 
through heavenly signs in a very easy manner. It compre
hends a blessing and a magnetic power, which draws a 
seeker of God every moment towards God and bestows 
light, comfort and satisfaction. A true believer in the Holy 
Qur'an does not merely contemplate like philosophers that 
there ought to be a Creator of this wonderful universe; he 
a~~uires a personal insight and, being honoured with a holy 
v1s10n, he sees with the eye of certainty that that Creator in 
fact exists. 

He who is bestowed the light of this Holy Word does 
not merely guess like those who rely upon reason alone that 
God is One, without associate, but, through hundreds of 
shining signs which take him by the hand and lead him out 
of the darkness, observes the fact that God has no associate 
in His Being or in His attributes. He is able to demonstrate 
to the world that he believes God to be such a Unity. The 
majesty of the Unity of God so fills his heart that in com
parison with the Divine will, he regards the whole world as 
no more than a dead insect and indeed as nothing at all. 

[Braheen-e-Ahmadiyya Part V, Roohani Khaza'in, vol. 21, 
pp. 26-27] 

******* 
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ACTIVITIES AT THE OCCASION OF 
KHILAFAT CENTENARY 

CELEBRATIONS 

Waheed Maroof, Sacramento, CA Jama'at 

Khilafat Centenary 
celebration for Sacramento 
chapter started long before 
the centenary year, the year 
2008 actually started. The 
thought of Khilafat centen
ary came to members mind 
when during Hazoor' saba 

weekly Friday Sermon of 
27m lvlay 2005 he an
nounced to the whole com
munity to recite six prayers 
along with two Nafl prayers 
everyday and one Nafl fast 
each month. As days passed 
by members became more 
and more excited that the 
centenary year is approach
ing. Finally after the Ja
ma' at president returned 
from the Shurah in April of 
2007, he brought news on 
few details on things that 
the Ahmadiyya Community 
was planning to do for the 
centenary celebration. The
se included things such as 
collecting $5 million from 
the whole U.S. Jama 'at, to 
build new facilities, etc. 

Given that Sacra
mento was assigned a target 
of $10,000 to be collected 
toward the $5 million. 
Masha Allah, with the 

blessings of Allah, mem
bers pledged to collect 
more than the minimum tar
get by the end of the Khila
fat centenary year. As the 
days passed on more and 
more detail directions came 
from national headquarter 
on things we need to organ
ize at local chapters. 

On 151 of January peo
ple all over the world cele
brate the New Year, often 
times this includes activities 
that can be against Islamic 
teachings. But Ahmadis all 
around the world celebrated 
that day by remembering 
Allah through congrega
tional Tahajjud and Fajr 
Prayers to commence the 
Khilafat centenary year be
gining. Masha Allah, al
most 100% of our Jama'at 
members were present for 
the Tahajjud and Fajr 
Prayers. This was a great 
opportunity for our younger 
generation to celebrate the 
start of the year through Is
lamic teachings by remem
bering Allah through 
prayers and breakfast with 
other Ahmadi brothers and 
sisters. 

Sacramento did not 
just celebrate the centenary 
year just among the mem
bers, instead they shared 
this joyous year with other 
non-lvluslim community 
members. An advertise
ment, "THE NEED OF 
THE HOUR" with the 
Promised lvlessiah' s88 photo 
stating that "The long
awaited lvlessiah has indeed 
arrived" was published 
once on lvlay 2nd and a sec
ond time on lvlay 4m in the 
Sacramento Bee. Sacra
mento Bee is the highest 
circulated newspaper in this 
region of capital of Califor
nia with a readership num
ber of 300,000+ people. 
We also distributed sweets 
and candy to some non
lvluslim friends and co
workers. 

On lvlonday lvlay 26m 
the Sacramento chapter 
celebrated the Khilafat cen
tenary day. Since Sacra
mento is a relatively small 
Chapter, we joined together 
with the neighboring Bay 
Point Chapter. Together the 
two Jama' ats celebrated the 
centenary day starting with 
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Tahajjud and Fajr Prayers 
and ending with dinner and 
Isha Prayer. Even though 
the Bay Point mosque is 
relatively far, Masha Allah 
26 members including chil
dren from eleven different 
families participated in the 
event. The celebration in
cluded many different 
things such as sports, 
speeches, question and an
swer session etc. Also on 
this day of celebration 
bookmarks and other propa
gational materials were dis
tributed at local fairs that 
were held on that weekend 
at the local community cen
ter. 

On the following day 
on May 271

\ members 
watched live Hazoor'saba 
centenary day speech on 
MT A followed by the new 
Khilafat Centenary pledge. 
During that time members 
also stood up and repeated 
the pledge along with Ha
zoo~ba. That was an ec
static moment for the mem
bers. Members were feeling 
the strong spiritual power 
of Khilaf at also knowing 
that millions of other peo
ple all around the world are 
standing with you and re
peating the same exact 
words. Moments like these 
helps you realize how Al
lah's promise of "I shall 
cause thy message to reach 
the comers of the world" is 
coming true with the advent 
of Satellite. 
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KNOWLEDGE 
Hadhrat Ibn Mas'udra relates that he heard the Holy 

Prophetsaw say: "May Allah prosper the affairs of a person 
who hears something from me and conveys it to others as he 
heard it, for sometimes one who hears from another 
remembers it better than the original hearer himself. " 

(Tirmidhi kitabul 'ilm babul hath 'ala tablighussama ') 

Hadhrat Mu'awiyahra relates that the Holy 
Prophetsaw said: "Upon him for whom Allah desires good, 
he bestowed understanding of the Faith." 

(Bukhari kitabul 'ilm bab man yuridillah khairan 
yaf qahah ftddin) 

Hadhrat Abu Hanifahra relates: "Once I entered the 
'Baitul Haram' (the Holy House) and saw a huge gathering. 
I asked my father, why is there this gathering? He told me 
that the people are gathered around Hadhrat 'Abdullah bin 
Harith Zubaidira, a Companion of the Holy Prophetsaw. At 
this, I rushed towards the gathering. I heard Hadhrat 
'Abdullah bin Harith Zubaidin say: The Holy Prophe~w 
said: 'A person who ponders and researches in religious 
matters, God Himself guarantees his provisions and 
provides him sustenance from sources he can not even 
imagine.'" 

(Musnadul Imamul A 'zam kitabul 'ilm, p 20) 

Hadhrat 'Abdullah bin 'Abbasra relates that the 
Holy Prophetsaw said: "When you pass through the Gardens 
of Paradise, graze a lot. The Companions asked: 'O 
Messenget8 of Allah! What do you mean by the Gardens of 
Paradise?' He said, 'Meetings of knowledge.' 11 

(At-Targhib wa't-Tarhib bab At-Targhib ft maja 
lisatul ulama ', p 76/1 ba hawalah attibrani ftl kabir) 

Hadhrat Abu Hurairahra relates that the Holy 
Prophetsaw said: "Seek knowledge. Seek knowledge with 
dignity and decorum. Revere your teachers and give them 
all the respect due to them. 11 

(At-Targhib wa 'tTarhib, p 78/1 bab AtTarghi ft ikra
mul ulama' wa ajlaluhum wa tauqiruhum ba ha
walah attibrani fil ausat) 
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KHILAFAT CENTENARY 
CELEBERATIONS 

Oakland/San Francisco Jama' at 

January 1st, 2008 

We had a gathering of 
12 males and 8 females at 
0500 hrs at the Oakland 
center and observed Tah
ajjud Prayer collectively. 

While we waited for 
Fajr Prayer, we recited 
various prayers recom
mended by Hazoor"ba espe
cially for the occasion of 
Khilafat celebrations. 

At 0600 hrs, we ob
served Fajr prayer which 
was followed by Qur' an Ti
lawat, Dars and Dua. 

General discussions 
related to Khilafat-e-Ahm
adiyya continued until 0730 
hrs. 

At 0730 hrs, breakfast 
was prepared and served by 
the members. The congre
gation dispersed at 0900 hrs 
after cleanup etc. 

This congregation was 
particularly overwhelming 
as Ahmadis were the only 
Muslim Organization which 
could ever think about con
vening ecumenical services 
in the early hours of the 

YemanSamut 

New Year's day all over the 
world under the command 
of one international divine 
leader while the rest of the 
universe were undoubtedly 
submerged in alcoholism, 
gambling, womanizing and 
other numerous evils which 
are so common today. 

May 12th, 2008 

A group of 15 partici
pants from our Chapter also 
participated at San Jose Re
gional Inter-Faith Celebra
tions which included 12 
members from other de
nominations, Alhamdolil
lah! Our Jama'at was well 
represented and the partici
pants really appreciated 
whatever they heard and 
learned about Islam and 
Ahmadiyyat and were par
ticularly impressed with the 
hospitality that was ex
tended to them. They were 
so impressed with the 
Promised Messiah'sas mes
sages that they have asked 
for copies of his book titled 
"Philosophies of the Teach
ings oflslam". 

May 24th, 2008 

Khuddam members of 

our Chapter hosted a BBQ 
lunch at the center which 
was also blessed with the 
presence of Brothers Abdur 
Rahim Latif, Naib Sadr 
MK.A-USA and Tahir Lu
bis, Regional Na 'ib Qa 'id 
West Coast, North. The 
program included combined 
Zuhr/Asr Prayers, recitation 
of the Holy Qur'an with 
English translation, power
point presentation on Khud
dam, Khilafat, Goals and 
and progress by bro Abdur
Rahim Latif, followed by 
Dua. Khuddam members 
also participated in Waqar
e-amal and helped tro deco
rate the center in prepara
tion for the Khilafat Cele
brations on May 26th. 8 Lo
cal Khuddam members also 
participated in the function. 
A newspaper ad about the 
Centenary Celebrations was 
also published in the Daily 
Tribune on this day as ex
pected. 

May 25th, 2008 

The chapter also con
vened its monthly General 
Meeting and the focus of 
discussions centered around 
the Khilafat Celebrations 
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which was scheduled for 
Monday, May 26th. 

May 26th, 2008 

The celebrations pro
ceeded as follows: 

The first phase of the 
day's program commenced 
with collective Tahajjud 
Prayer at 0345 hrs which 
was attended by a total of 
26 participants (16 men, 10 
ladies), followed by Fajr 
Prayer, Darsul Qur' an and 
the recitation of various 
prayers recommended by 
Hazootiba. Breakfast was 
prepared and served at the 
center which was enjoyed 
by all the participants, Al
humdolillah. 

The next phase of the 
celebrations commenced at 
0900 hrs when we were 
also blessed with the pres
ence of Missionary Irshad 
Malhi Sahib and a total par
ticipation of 42 members 
(24 men, 18 ladies), which 
included 3 guests from 
Merced Chapter. The pro
gram included speeches/ 
presentations on the follow
ing: 

Qur'an Tilawat with Eng
lish Translation 
Poem with English Trans
lation 
Welcome and apprecia
tion by the Jama'at presi
dent 
Overview of the Institu
tion of Khilafat 
Importance of Khilaf at 
Holy Prophet Muham-
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mad saw and Khulaf a-e
Rashideen 
The Promised Messiahas 
and system of Khilafat 
Poem with English Trans
lation 
Obedience to Khilafat 
Achievements of Khali
fatul Masih ra, llra, 
111 r\ 1 yrh and yaba by 

different speakers 
Poem with English trans
lation 
Impact of Islam on a con
verted member's life 
The foregoing presenta
tions were followed by 
Question & Answer ses
sion which was presided 
over by Maulana Sahib. 
The concluding speech 
was also presented by 
Maulana Sahib who also 
performed concluding 
Dua. 
At 1310 hrs, Combined 
Zuhr/Asr Prayers were ob
served 
At 1335 hrs, lunch was 
served. 
At 1600 hrs, the congre
gation dispersed after the 
cleanup. 
6. Tuesday, May 27th, 
2008. 
A dedicated group of 6 
members ( 4 men & 2 la
dies ) again assembled at 
the center and observed 
the following activities to 
continue the celebra
tions:-
Tahajjud Prayer 
FajrPrayer 
Darsul Qur'an 
Dua 
Breakfast 
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General 

The Khilafat Centen
ary Celebrations had a very 
positive impact on the 
members and greatly helped 
reinvigorate every active 
member's loyalty to Khila
fat-e-Ahmadiyya and I most 
sincerely hope and pray that 
all will consistently remain 
steadfast in their efforts to 
establish divine relationship 
with Allah and be exam
plary Ahmadis. Unfortu
nately a very significant 
number of Jama 'at mem
bers stayed away from this 
historic celebrations and I 
also pray fervently that may 
Allahswt also help them and 
give them guidance. 

The Oakland/SFO 
Chapter wish to gratefully 
acknowledge all the help 
and advice that have been 
rendered by Ameer Sahib 
and NHQ on this occasion. 

The Oakland/SFO Ja
ma 'at was so overwhelmed 
particularly with the con
gregation on 1/1/08 - New 
Year's Day and wish to 
strongly recommend that 
henceforth, our Jama'at all 
over the world should do 
likewise every year essen
tially to resonate the impor
tance of Khilafat Centenary 
Celebrations and to keep 
the entire Jama'at occupied 
in the remembrance of Al
mighty Allah on this very 
important day for worldly 
affairs. 
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SEATTLE JAMA' AT'S 
KHILAFAT CENTENARY 

CELEBRATION ACTIVITIES 

The excitement for 
the Khilaf at Centenary 
Celebrations could be felt 
in the Seattle Jama' at years 
before 2008. People in the 
mosque, young and old 
could already be heard as
piring to visit the Qadian 
Jalsa that year. It was going 
to be special year that eve
ryone was looking forward 
too. Indeed, soon after May 
27th 2005 when Hazoor1ba 
appealed to the Jama' at for 
certain prayers for the 100 
years of Khilfat-e-Ahmad
iyya, the yellow-green flyer 
could be seen in many 
Ahmadi homes in Seattle 
for everyone in the house to 
learn and repeat the suppli
cations. 

Men, women and 
children of the Seattle Jam
ma 'at welcomed the 
blessed year of 2008 by of
fering Tahajjud prayers to 
the most gracious and the 
most merciful god. The 
prayers were led by Tayyab 
Ahmad Sahib at the Lynn
wood, WA mosque. The 
families who live relatively 
far from the mosque in the 
south of Seattle offered 
their prayers at Malik 

Hassan Khan, Seattle 

Mubarik Ahmad Sahib's 
house. The year everyone 
was waiting for was here 
and this set in motion the 
planning and preparation 
for a series of events to be 
organized by the Seattle Ja
ma' at for the celebration of 
the centenary year. 

The first special 
event was held on April 
12th, 2008 at our Lynnwood 
mosque. It was a seminar 
on the 'The Leadership 
Qualities of a Muslim'. 
Several local non-Ahmadi 
Muslim leaders attended 
and spoke about their ex
periences as leaders of their 
own communities. Mr. 
Jawad Khaki, the President 
of the IMAN (Ithna-asheri 
Muslim Association of the 
Northwest) spoke about 
leading a religious commu
nity of Muslims in the 
West. Nazir Harb, the 
President of Muslim Stu
dent Association of Seattle 
University shared his ex
periences of representing 
Islam in the West especially 
after 9/11. Dr. Abid Haq, 
representing our own Seat
tle Jama' at gave an inspira
tional speech about the acts 

of leadership as taught by 
Islam. This event served to 
educate many non-Ahmadi 
Muslims about the Jama' at 
and laid a foundation for a 
good relationship between 
the various local Muslim 
communities in the Greater 
Seattle Area. 

This year, our mosque 
in Lynnwood saw many im
provements and decora
tions. The Khuddam 
worked hard to paint the in
terior walls of the mosque. 
The Ansar, renovated the 
mosque kitchen and to
gether we all decorated the 
mosque with yellow and 
green lights for the celebra
tions. The work on the 
mosque still continues un
der the supervision of our 
Property Secretary Waseem 
Asfar Sahib. 

The blessed and 
long awaited day of May 
27th finally came and as can 
be expected of Ahmadis all 
over the world, the Seattle 
Jama' at started it by offer
ing Tahajjud Prayers and 
thanks to Allah to have 
blessed us with the unifying 
power of Khilafat. The 
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prayers were led by our 
Khuddamul Ahmadiyya 
Qaid Brother Waqas Malik 
which were followed by a 
Dars-ul-Qur'an and break
fast. The unique time differ
ence Seattle has with UK 

' 
allowed the worshippers to 
stay at the mosque after the 
prayers to view the live 
coverage of the Khilafat 
Centenary Celebrations 
from the Excel Center in 
London, UK. By the grace 
of Allah, I myself had the 
opportunity of attending the 
event in UK. Sitting in the 
men's hall and watching 
live scenes from Qadian 
and Rabwah, I could not 
help but imagine the group 
of Ahmadis sitting around 
the television at our mosque 
in Lynnwood watching the 
same scenes, completely 
filled with a renewed faith 
in Khilfat-e-Ahmadiyya. 

The very next week
end, after May 27th, the 
Khuddam and Ansar of Se
attle organized a family 
barbeque. The cooking was 
done by our usual chefs Na
sir Malik Sahib and Tariq 
Ahmad Sahib and like the 
rest of the events held so far 
in Seattle, this too was a 
memorable one. The young 
children in the Jama' at es
pecially enjoyed it. 

While the annual 
convention obviously did 
not take place in our town. 
The Seattle Jama'at's par-
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ticipation and enthusiasm 
was visible in every family. 
People like Imran Ghuman, 
Shujja Sial and President 
Mahbubul Alam Ali stayed 
close to Hazoo~00 for sev
eral days before and after 
the convention in Harris
burg, PA. Salman Khalid 
from Seattle, by the grace 
of God, attended both the 
US and Canada conventions 
as well as the opening cere
mony of the Baitun Nur 
Mosque in Calgary, Can
ada. The Lajna of Seattle, 
sewed a beautiful blanket 
commemorating the Khila
fat Centenary which was 
displayed at the exhibition 
on the US Convention and 
was presented to Hazoo~00 

as a gift from the Seattle 
Jama'at. 

This year's celebra
tions are far from over yet. 
The Lajna are busy orga
nizing the upcoming re
gional Ijtema to be held in 
Seattle. The theme of the 
Ijtema is Khilafat-e-Ahma
diyya with Tilawat, speech 
and religious knowledge 
competitions all based on 
Khilafat. Finally, a recep
tion for the local Congress 
and Senate leaders is also 
being planned by the Seat
tle Jammat. May Allah en
able us to build on what we 
have achieved so far and 
fulfill our pledge we all 
gave to Hazur on May 27th, 
2008. 
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PRAYER 
Hadhrat 'A'ishahra 

relates that the Holy 
Prophetsaw began his Prayer 
by saying 'Takbir' (i.e., Alla 
-hu Akbar) and then he 
recited Alhamdu lillahi 
rabbi[ 'alamin (Surah Al
Fatiha). When he bowed 
down for Ruku' he neither 
kept his head too high nor 
bent it too low. Rather, he 
kept his head in between 
these two positions. When 
he raised his head from the 
Ruku ', first he stood erect 
and then went into 
prostration. When he raised 
his head from the 
prostration, first he sat 
completely and then went 
into prostration for the 
second time. Each time 

' 
after offering two rak'at, he 
sat for 'Tashahhud' in a 
way that his right foot was 
standing up and left foot 
lying down on the ground. 
He forbade to sit on the 
heels of the feet like Satan 
and to stretch arms on the 
ground like a dog stretches 
its forelegs. In the end, he 
completed his Prayer by 
saying 'Assala-mu 'alaikum 
wa rahmatullah '. 

(MusnadAhmad, p 31/6) 

****** 
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KHILAFAT CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS FUND COLLECTION 

West Midwest Region 

Respected Na'ib Ameer, 
Dr. Naseem Rahmatullah Sa
hib visited the following four 
Jama'ats in the West Mid
west Region: 

Chicago West - on Janu
ary 12-13, 2007. 
Zion - on January 13, 
2007 
Milwaukee - on Janu
ary 13, 2007 
Chicago Easton - on 
January 14, 2007 

Chicago West 

(a) On January 12, 2 007, he 
delivered the Jumu'ah 
Khutba at Masjid Baetul 
Jaamay in Glen Ellyn and 
explained the Islamic 
concept of "Celebration" 
through thanksgiving 
(Shukr) to Allah and fel
low humans in all possi
ble humility. He pre
sented the Khilafat Cen
tenary Celebrations plans, 
and the goals to be 
achieved by the USA Ja
ma' at during the historic 
year of 2008. He moti
vated the members to 
participate in contributing 
to KCCF generously for 
the expected expenses for 
the planned project. 

Mubasher Ahmad, 
Missionary West Midwest 

(b) On January 13, at a 
breakfast meeting, we 
met with the Chicago 
West Amila and along 
with the Amila members 
of Khuddam and Ansar. 
Further details of the 
Khilafat Centenary Cel
ebrations were dis
cussed. 

(c) With the Grace of Al
lah, the Chicago West 
Jama' at pledged to raise 
$300,000 for KCCF. A 
Committee was formed 
under the chairmanship 
of Dr. Masood Ahmad 
Qazi Sahib, and Col. 
Nazir Ahmad Sahib as 
the Contact person. The 
committee shall include 
reps of Khuddam, Ansar 
and Lajna. 100% par
ticipation of the mem
bers was emphasized. 

(d) Financial procedure and 
reporting mechanisms 
were explained. Ideas 
were invited and dis
cussed at length as the 
year long Khilafat Cen
tenary Celebrations in 
the Midwest Region. 

Zion 

On January 13, 
noon , we met with the 

members of Zion Jama'at at 
the Zion Mission House. The 
meeting was a great success. 
The Zion Jama'at promised 
to raise $75,000, Alhamdolil
lah! A KCCF Committee 
was formed with Hasan 
Hakeem Sahib as its chair
person and Syyed Anjum Sa
hib the Contact person. The 
committee shall include reps 
of Khuddam, Ansar and La
jna. Emphasis was placed on 
100% participation by the 
members. Pledge Forms were 
distributed. Financial proce
dures and reporting mecha
nism were explained. Vari
ous ideas were invited and 
discussed as to the Khilafat 
Centenary Celebrations. 

Milwaukee: 

On the same day, Janu
ary 13, 2006 , we met with 
the members of Milwaukee 
Jama'at. With the grace of 
Allah, they promised to raise 
$100,000 for KCCF. A Com
mittee was formed with Na
sirullah Ahmad Sahib as its 
chairperson and S yyed lmran 
Mudassar Sahib as the Con
tact. Financial procedure and 
reporting mechanism were 
explained to the members. 
Pledge forms were provided 



September 2008 

for greater circulation. 
Ideas were invited and dis
cussed as to the Khilafat 
Centenary Celebrations in 
the Region. The meeting 
ended in great success. Al
hamdolillah! 

Chicago East 

On Sunday, January 
14, noon , we met with the 
members of the Chicago 
East Jamaat at Masjid Al
Sadiq. Respected Na'ib 
Ameer Sahib explained the 
Islamic concept of "Cele
bration" through than
ksgiving and asked the re
gional Missionary to pre
sent the Khilafat Centenary 
Celebrations plans and the 
goals to be achieved by the 
USA Jama'at during the 
historic year of 2008. Al
hamdolillah, The Chicago 
East Jama'at promised to 
raise $101,000 for KCCF. 
A Fund-raising Committee 
was formed with Abdul 
Karim Sahib as its Chair
man, and Br. Rafiq Ahmad 
Sahib as the Contact. 
Pledge Forms were distrib
uted. Financial procedure 
and reporting mechanism 
were explained. Various 
ideas were invited and dis
cussed as to the Khilafat 
Centenary Celebrations. Al
hamdolillah! 

A total of $576,000 
was pledged by the above 
four Jama'ats. 
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AHADITH 
Hadhrat Ibn 'Abbasra relates that, "One day, I was 

riding behind the Holy Prophetsaw when he said: 'O 
Youngman! I instruct you about certain matters. Be 
watchful of Allah, He will be watchful of thee. Safeguard 
His commandments, He will always be with you. When you 
must ask, ask of Allah alone; and when you must seek help, 
implore Allah alone for help. Remember that if all the 
people unite to grant favours to you, they would not be able 
to benefit thee in anyway except that which Allah has 
destined for you, and that if all of them were to unite to 
harm you, they would not be able to afflict you any harm 
except that which Alla-h has decreed against you. The pens 
have been kept away and the writing in the books of destiny 
has dried.' " 

According to another tradition, the Holy Prophe~w 
said: "Keep your eyes focused towards Allah and you will 
see Him. Remember Allah during prosperity and He will 
remember you in your hard times. Keep in mind that what 
you did not get was not destined for you and what you 
received, no one could have stopped it reaching to you 
because it was written so in your destiny. Remember, help 
comes with patience, and happiness is associated with 
discomfort, and the days of hardship are followed by the 
days of comfort and ease." 

(Tirmidhi abwab sifatul qiyamah) 

Hadhrat Abu Hurairahra relates: "The Holy 
Prophetsaw was asked: 'Who is the most honoured amongs 
the people?' He said: 'He who is the most righteous.' The 
questioner said: 'That is not what we meant.' He said: Then 
Joseph, Prophet of Allah, son of a Prophet of Allah, son of 
Abraham, Friend of Allah.' They said: 'This too is not what 
we meant.' The Holy Prophe~w said: Then do you ask me 
concerning the descent of the Arab? Those who were 
worthy of honour before Islam are worthy of honour in Isla
m once they are fully instructed in it.' " 

Bukhari kitabul anbiya' bab qaulallahta'ala 
kana yusufwa ikhwatuh ayat lissa'ilin) 
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KHILAFAT CENTENARY 
CELEBRATION ACTIVITIES 

(ZION JAMA' AT) 
Hasan Hakeem, President, Zion Jama'at 

With special early 
morning prayers on the first 
of January, the Zion Ja
ma'at, in the spirit of 
Ahmadiyyat, ushered in the 
New Year with speeches on 
Khilafat and the benevolent 
message of Islam -- peace, 
universal brotherhood, and 
submission to the Will of 
God. 

The special com
memoration and prayers 
created an emotional occa
sion as the Jama 'at Sadr re
minded those gathered that 
the Promised Messiah's 
prayers stopped the false 
prophet, Dr. John Alexan
der Dowie in Zion. 

It was also a mo
mentous occasion in Zion 
as Hadhrat Mirza Masroor 
Ahmad; Khalifatul Masih 
yaba made his historic May 
27m remarks about Khilafat, 
the system of spiritual lead
ership in Islam as set out in 
the Holy Qur'an. It is the 
means of uniting Muslims 
into one cohesive body un
der a spiritual leader. 

Shortly after, the Zion 
Jama'at held a community
wide meeting with empha
sis on the renaissance of Is
lam - a counterbalance to 
the extremism that is en
gulfing those who have 
abandoned the true Islam. 
The meeting was attended 
by a diverse group of Zion 
citizens including Jama'at 
members from Chicago and 
Milwaukee. A special rep
resentative of Illinois State 
Rep. Michael Bond was in 
attendance. 

During the 100 year 
celebration, the Zion Ja
ma 'at has placed great em
phasis on its jail ministry 
outreach programs touching 
the Ii ves of more than 200 
inmates at the Lake County 
Jail. The Zion Jama'at now 
has four certified chaplains 
assigned to the jail. The 
ministry has received praise 
and accolades from the 
Lake County Sheriff and 
the Chief of Jail Operations, 
Jennifer Witherspoon. In 
addition, the Jama'at 
awarded Witherspoon its 
special "Love For All, Ha-

tred for None" Award. 

The Jail Ministry team 
has helped to change the 
perception of Islam often 
tainted by the way it is por
trayed in the media - with 
zealots preaching hate
filled diatribe and calling 
for violence. 

It is expected that 
more than 100 Bai'ats will 
be signed in Zion due to its 
Jail Ministry efforts. The 
families and friends of in
mates are now hearing the 
true message of Islam. As 
part of the Khilafat Centen
ary Celebrations, the Zion 
Jama 'at has donated Holy 
Qur'ans, and Islamic books, 
including the Philosophy of 
the Teachings of Islam to 
inmates. 

Alhamdullilah ! As a 
result of the Jail Ministry 
team, Jumu 'ah Service and 
Ta'leem classes have been 
held regularly at the Lake 
County facility. 

The Jama'at has 
now expanded its Jail Min
istry program to Kenosha, 
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Wisconsin (20 minutes 
from Zion) Regional Mis
sionary Mubasher Ahmad is 
the first Muslim missionary 
to be invited into the facil
ity to teach Islam. The Zion 
Jama'at Sadr was recently 
hired as the first full-time 
Chaplain at two correc
tional facilities in Kenosha. 
The Zion Jama'at has par
ticipated in Jalsa Salana 
celebrations around the 
world including a four-man 
delegation that attended the 
international Jalsa Salana 
held in Ghana, West Africa. 
During the Hadhrat Khali
fatul Masih V'saba historic 
visit to Harrisburg, Penn
sylvania, the Jama'at organ
ized a bus for those without 
means and resources to at
tend the Jalsa. Several 
young men including a re
cent convert to Ahmadiyyat 
from the Jail Ministry at
tended the Jalsa. A Zion 
city official, Todd Gordon, 
who has been a good friend 
of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community, attended the 
Jalsa as a guest of the Ja
ma'at. 

The Jama'at was also 
featured in a Chicago Trib
une article that highlighted 
the work of the Ahmadiyya 
community in the Lake 
County area. The article 
delved into Khilafat and 
provided background on the 
Jalsa Salana's purpose. 
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HOPE, OPTIMISM AND 
FEAR OF ALLAH 

Hadhrat Abu Hurairahra relates that on the authority 
of Allah the Blessed and Exalted, the Holy Prophet'3"' said: 
"My servant commits a sin and then supplicates: 'Allah, 
forgive me my sin.' On which Allah, the Blessed and the 
High, says: 'My servant committed a sin and then realised 
that he has a Lord Who forgives sin and can also call to 
account for it.' The servant breaches his repentance, reverts 
to sin again and supplicates: 'Lord, forgive me my sin.' The 
Blessed and Exalted said: 'My servant committed a sin and 
then realised that he has a Lord Who forgives sin and can 
also call to account for it.' The servant again breached the 
terms of his repentance, reverts to sins and supplicates: 
'Lord, forgive me my sin.' The Blessed and Exalted said: ' 
My servant committed a sin and then realised that he has a 
Lord Who forgives sin and can also call to account for it. I 
will forgive the weakness of My servant and protect him 
from sins, in the future. My servant will act as I Wish.'" 

(Muslim kitabuttaubah bab qauluttaubah minadhdhanubi wa an 
takrartudhdhanubi wattaubah, Bukhari kitabuttauhid) 

Hadhrat lbn 'Um~ relates that he heard the Holy 
Prophetsaw say: "A believer will approach his Lord on the 
Day of Judgement and under the protection of His Mercy.1 
Allah will question him concerning his sins: Do you 
recognise this sin and this sin?' He will answer: 'Lord, I 
recognise.' Then He will say: 'I covered it up for you in the 
world, and I forgive it for you today.' Then will the record 
of his good works be handed to him.' " 

(Riyadus Salihin baburrija', Hadith No. 432) 

Hadhrat Abu Hurairahra relates that the Holy 
Prophetsaw said: "If a believer realised (the full extent of) the 
chastisement of Allah, none would hope to enter His 
Paradise; and if a believer realised (the full extent of) 
Allah's mercy, none would despair of His Paradise." 

( Muslim kitabuttaubah bab fi sa 'ah rahmatillah) 

******* 
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SADIQ MOSQUE 

Abdul Karim, President, Chicago East Jama'at 

In writing an account of 
Chicago East Jama 'at's ac
tivities during the Khilafat 
Centenary celebrations, it is 
important to know the con
nection that Chicago East Ja
ma' at has with the Khilafat 
Centenary. Needless to say 
that the Chicago East Ja
ma' at was the first 
Jama'at established in USA. 
In the year 1921 Hadhrat 
Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood 
Ahmad, Khalifatul Masih 
ura, decided to send Hadhrat 
Mufti Muhammad Sadiq to 
USA, to preach Islam and 
Ahmadiyyat to the American 
people. When he was told 
that he was chosen to be sent 
to USA, his response was 
that he has no educational de
gree. Hazoor'sra reply was 
that he will get many de
grees. When he landed in 
USA and authorities found 
out that he was a Muslim 
he was detained at Ellis Is
land for some time. The con
cern of the US government 
was that being a Muslim, he 
would preach polygamy. 

After satisfying the 
Government that he was 
bound by the religion of Is
lam to obey the laws of the 
land he was permitted to con
tinue his journey. During his 
travels he addressed many 
group gatherings, such as 

Marcus Garvey Organiza
tions and others, he also 
spoke at different Colleges 
and Universities in which 
he was given Honorary De
grees. This was a fulfill
ment of Hazoor'sra reply to 
him. 

During his travels 
he touched many hearts 
white and black alike. He 
decided to plant his roots in 
the city of Chicago with the 
purchase of a gray stone 
mansion at 4448 S. Wa
bash. This was the first 
property that was purchased 
in the USA, for the purpose 
of glorifying the name 
of Allah. That building 
served the Jama' at well, 
until 1989 as a Mission 
House. That was the year 
when the fourth Khalifah of 
the Jama'at Hadhrat Mirza 
Tahir Ahmedr\ came to 
USA, I was the president of 
Chicago Jama'at at that 
time. When Hazoor came to 
the Sadiq Mission house, 
and entered the building, 
we walked to the dining 
area, then he asked me 
where do the women meet. 
I said to him, 'here' Hazoor'. 
He said to me this is de
pressing, lets' get out of 
here. This is not what we 
want to invite people to.' 
We went to the living room 

area that was used as men's 
area. Hazoor asked every one 
to sit. He then told Dr. Muz
zafer to right away make 
plans to either renovate this 
building or demolish the 
building and build a new 
mosque here. The new 
mosque was named As-Sadiq 
Mosque. It was completed in 
1994, the same year when 
Baitur Rehman Mosque was 
completed in Maryland. By 
the Grace of Allah the both 
mosques were inaugurated by 
Kahlifatul Masih IV, Hadhrat 
Mirza Tahir Ahmadrh. 

The As-Sadiq Mosque 
holds only 150 people but I 
was convinced that the 
appropriate way to celebrate 
the one hundred years of 
Ahmadiyya Khilafat was to 
hold it on those grounds 
where the first property 
was purchased by the 
Ahmadiyya Movement in Is
lam in America. After con
sulting the Amila Members, it 
was decided to erect tents in 
the parking lot, which has 
enough space for 250 people. 
So the men sat under the 
tents and women were given 
the Mosque area. Thus, a 
very successful Khilafat Cen
tenary Celebration meeting 
was held at the historic As
Sadiq Mosque. 
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ZION JAMA' AT: WEEKEND ACTIVITY 

Hasan Hakeem, President 

Without a doubt, we thank Almighty God for his Grace and Mercy! Alhamdullilah, 
the Zion Jama'at exhibited a wonderful display of collective Ahmadi power as we worked at 
the Zion City of Miracles Friday-Saturday. Friday was the set-up and preparation led by Abu 
and a team of volunteers, Christians and Muslims. Saturday the entire day was one of con
stant motion, activities and community blessed with a beautiful day, sunny sky and more 
than 5,000 participants who received free food, book bags filled with school supplies and of 
course there was the Ahmadi sponsored 3 on 3 Basketball tourney. We came out to the affair 
wearing our new blue T-shirts blazoned with the Zion logo and sporting "Love For All..." on 
the flip side. We set up camp on a hill overlooking the event, distributed literature and 
worked the entire day spreading the message of Islam through example and deed. We were 
all over the place. 

At the end of the tournament, the Ahmadis took to the stage and presented beautiful 
awards -- medallions and trophies -- to all participants in the tournament. 

We enjoyed the day. The Ahmadis worked hard including the Regional and local 
Khuddam Qa'ids did exactly what was expected of them .. .there were no arguments, negative 
discussions or disharmony within our ranks. One brother from Racine said it was like the 
"battle of Badr." We were completely outnumbered but the Ahmadiyya Community left a 
legacy at the event for others to follow. We presented a united front that held its line until the 
park was cleaned and cleared. At the end, when the pastors, priest and religious entertainers 
had left the stage .. .it was the Ahmadiyya Community that held its ground. We never broke 
ranks and ran for our cars. Those blue shirts worked the area as the Christian men were out
numbered by their women. 

This is how you win the "hearts and minds" of a community through that "intangible" 
Tabligh. We worked for the sake of Allah Almighty and his creation without any desire for 
reward. As the Christians, worked up an emotional display with music, dancers and more 
preachers ... the Ahmadis found a nice quiet spot to offer collective prayers in the shadow of 
Dr. John Alexander Dowie's Christian Catholic Church, now the Christ Community Church. 
We prayed, ate a wonderful and sumptuous lunch of baked chicken, greens, macaroni, potato 
salad and cucumber salad. Our children frolicked and played while the men laughed, gave 
high fives and then we went back to work. 

We (Ansar and Khuddam) came in the name of Allah Almighty. We displayed the 
example of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw and finally we followed Khilafat -- we hear and 
we obey! 
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SUMMARY OF CHICAGO EAST 
JAMA' AT'S KHILAFAT CENTENNIAL 

CELEBRATION ACTIVITIES 

Abdul Karim, 
President Chicago East Jama'at 

January 1st 2008 

Chicago East Jama 'at began celebrating the Khilafat year straight away. On January 
1st 2008 a collective fast was held in the Jama 'at. Before the fasting began, many members 
stayed overnight at the Sadiq Mosque in order to perform Tahajjud and Fajr led by Hafiz 
Mubarak. Just before Fajr time there was a special breakfast prepared. 

May 27th 2008 

Several members also stayed overnight in anticipation and for preparation for the fol
lowing morning. The morning of we had collective Tahajjud and Fajr. We had around 70 
members all together show up for the prayer, special breakfast, and also to watch Hazoor'saba 
address live on MTA. 

June 1st 2008 

Members of Chicago East Jama'at attended Chicago West Jama'at's Khilafat Day 
Centennial Celebration. 

June 14th 2008 

Members of Chicago East Jama'at attend Zion Jama'at's Khilafat Day Centennial 
Celebration. 

July 19th 2008 

Chicago East celebrated Khilafat Day outside the historic Sadiq Mosque, which 
holds the distinction of being the first property bought by the Jama' at in the United States. 
Speakers from Chicago West and Zion Jama 'ats spoke on the occasion. Regional Mission
ary, Mubashar Ahmed Sahib spoke on the 100 years of Khilafat. Hasan Kakeem Sahib, Na
tional Publication Secretary and President Zion Jama'at spoke on the prophecy relating to 
Alexander Dowie, while Falahuddin Shams Sahib, National Auditor, spoke on Khilafat as a 
second manifestation of God's messengers on earth. The meeting lasted for about two hours, 
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with a question and answer session at the end of speeches. The question and answer session 
was moderated by Abdul Karim Sahib, president of Chicago East Jama' at. 

A large tent was erected outside the mosque in the parking lot to accommodate the 
male guests, while women guests were hosted inside the mosque area. Toys were distributed 
to children at the end of the program. In preparation for the event local news and radio were 
alerted. Khuddam passed out flyers downtown. Over 200 Churches and synagogues were no
tified by mail. Around 50 Chicago Alderman were sent special invitations. Our local Alder
man Pat Dowell attended our event and was given a tour of our mosque by President Sahib. 

Wasiyyat Target Met 

Huzoor-e-Anw~ba had set each Jama'at a target of at least 50% Chanda paying 
members to become Moosies. Alhamdolillah, Chicago East Jama'at has reached this target. 
We have a total of 57 earning members, and 31 Jama'at members have either applied for 
Wasiyyat, or are already Moosi. 

Additional points 

+ Many members memorized the prayers instructed by Hazoot1ba to be recited dur
ing this year. 

+ Throughout the year, Friday sermons were given by President Abdul Karim Sa
hib concerning Khilafat centenary. 

******* 
Hadhrat Harth Ash'arira relates that the Holy Prophetsaw said: "Allah the 

Most Honoured and Glorious gave five commandments to Yahya bin 
Zakariyyahas ... and I also command you to act upon five (commandments) 
which have been given to me by Allah. These are: 'Stay attached to the 
Community, listen and obey, migrate, and strive in the cause of Allah.' Thus, 
anyone who moves away even slightly from the Jama 'at (Community), it will 
be as if he leaves the boundaries of Islam unless he rejoins (the Jama 'at). 
Anyone who invites others towards the days of ignorance becomes the fuel of 
Hell. The Companions of the Holy Prophetsaw said: 'O Prophetsaw of Allah! Even 
if such a person offers Prayers and keeps fast?' The Holy Prophet5aw said: 'Yes, 
even if such a person offers Prayers, keeps fast and calls himself a Muslim. You 
should call Muslims by their names that Allah the Most Honoured and Glorious 
has named them as Muslims, Mo 'mineen, Servants of Allah the Most Honoured 
and Glorious.'" 

( Musnad Ahmad, p 130/5, 202/5, 344/5) 
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CHICAGO WEST: KHILAFAT 
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS - 2008 

Zarik Khan 

The Chicago West Jama' at has been commemorating 100 years of Khilafat over the 
past six months and has planned events in the future as well. Please enjoy the recap we have 
compiled of our events. 

Khilafat Centenary New Years' Day Sehri (Pre-Dawn Meal) 

Members of the Chicago West Jama'at kicked off the Khilafat Centenary Year by ar
riving at Masjid Baitul Jaamay on New Years' Eve to participate in congregational Isha 
prayers, listen to a brief discourse on the importance of what was about to take place the next 
morning, and to spend the evening at the Masjid in preparation for the fast that was to be un
dertaken the next day. A number of members came prepared with sleeping bags. The next 
morning all present rose early to offer congregational Tahajjud Prayers, after which a hearty 
meal was enjoyed thanks to the efforts of the Zia/at team led by Secretary Sahib Mir Ahmed 
Nasir and others. 

There were quite a variety of meal options, from cereals to danishes and donuts, to 
omelet and spicy potatoes to be had with toast. Jama'at members also enjoyed the company 
of one another on this historic morning; many students were home from college and ex
tended family members had come from out of town to visit and were able to join in our cele
bration. 

After the members finished up the meals, Fajr prayer was offered and then everyone 
went home to spend the rest of the day fasting in remembrance of Allah. 

As the year continued, the Jama' at continued to incorporate the Khilafat Centenary 
into other events that took place: 

• Chicago West's Kashif Qaderi took the lead in organizing the Midwest Region's 
Khuddam Sports day, held in Milwaukee in February 

• Other general meetings and the Masih Mau'ood and Musleh Mau'ood days all incor
porated the general theme of the Khilafat Centenary and the importance of the insti
tution of Khilafat into the program. All the speakers and topics discussed all tied in 
with an overarching theme of Khilafat. 

Shortly before the Khilafat Centenary was to be celebrated on the historical date in 
May, a committee was formed of members led by Na 'ib President Sahib Dr. Waheed Khan, 
General Secretary Sahib Haris Ahmed, and Regional Missionary Sahib Mubasher Ahmed. 
This group's responsibility was to organize three important upcoming functions that were to 
be held in honor of the Khilafat Centenary-a Sehri to fast the day before Khilafat Day, the 
international Khilafat Day itself, and finally the locally observed Khilafat Day where a large 
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number of guests had been invited to join the Jama' at and show their support for the ideals 
that Khilafat espouses, particularly that of peace. This committee met in person every week 
and held conference calls many times a week, working hard to ensure that things would go 
smoothly during all three days without a hitch, and Alhamdulillah, their efforts were blessed 
by Allah as all three days were great successes. May Allah reward all these brothers and sis
ters for their efforts. 

Khilafat Day (International) 

On May 26, 2007 Fajr prayers were held in the Masjid and then a Sehri was held for 
another optional fast that would be held that day in honor of the historic Khilafat Day that 
was the next day. The Masjid also hosted an lftar to break the fast later that evening. The 
next morning, the Jama' at converged on Masjid Baitul Jaamay at around 3 AM to offer con
gregational Tahajjud prayer. This was the biggest day of the Khilafat Centenary year on an 
international scale. 

Immediately after Tahajjud, members offered Fajr prayer and then enjoyed a hearty 
breakfast courtesy of the Zia/at team. While waiting for breakfast, members enjoyed one an
other's company and took in beautiful illuminations that had been added to the mosque to 
celebrate the historic day. 

After breakfast, Mansoor Kamal Sahib, AudioNideo Secretary, set up a projector for 
members to begin watching the Khilafat Day proceedings live from the London Excel Center 
in the UK, Qadian, India, and Rabwah, Pakistan. 

Members listened earnestly as Hazoor'1ba discussed the importance of the day and called 
on non-Ahmadis to enter Ahmadiyyat and find what they had been missing in their spiritual 
lives by accepting the institution of Khilafat. 

After Hazoor'saba speech, a special International Bai'at was held where all members 
renewed their pledges to the Khalifah and re-affirmed their belief in the system of Khilafat in 
general. 

Khilafat Day (Local) 

The event that the Chicago West Jama'at had been working hardest towards was the 
local Khilafat Day event, to be held at Masjid Baitul Jaamay and hoped to be attended by 
300-400 which would include members and guests. The day before saw many hard-working 
volunteers show up at the Masjid and clean, beautify and prepare the Masjid for the celebra
tion. 

Many Atfal and Nasirat participated in a competition where they created posters for 
each Khalifah, the overall concept of Khilafat, or the Promised Messiahas and the one that 
was deemed the best by a panel of judges would be recognized at Jalsa before Hazoor'1ba. 
The mosque, which was already illuminated from the previous celebration on the 27th, was 
now even more attractive with streamers, flowers, and special modifications made even to 
the folding tables that are normally used in the Masjid. On the AN end, a power point pres
entation was put together to be used not only to greet visitors at the entrance of the mosque, 
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but also for the purposes of some presentations. Also, AudioNideo Secretary Mansoor Ka
mal Sahib worked tirelessly to launch a brand-new concept for the USA Jama'at - internet
streaming of the event to anywhere in the world, and his innovative idea was used during the 
USA and Canada Jalsas at mtausa.tv & mtacanada.tv, respectively, where live programs not 
shown on MT A were being broadcast. 

Finally, the big day arrived. On Sunday, June 1, 2008, the Chicago West Jama'at held 
its annual Khilafat Day celebration. This year, the event took on added significance as 2008 
marked 100 years of the institution of Khilafat. As a result, the scope of the event was ex
panded and included participation by guests and friends of the Community. In addition to the 
poster competition, decoration of the mosque, and the power point presentations having been 
setup, there was also a display of Jama' at Ii terature; and speeches which focused on reflec
tions of the relevance of Khilafat to the most pressing issues of our world today. 

The Na'ib Ameer of USA Jama'at, Dr. Nasim Rehmatullah Sahib was requested to 
preside the meeting, which opened with the recitation of verses from the Holy Qur' an by 
Hafiz Mubarik Kukoyi. The first speaker was Dr. Masood Qazi, President of the Chicago 
West Jama'at. He spoke on the necessity for God-fearing and God-believing individuals to 
adhere to a concept of morality. His argument was that the institution of Khilafat insured that 
we would not forget the importance of morality. With the world in the volatile state it is in 
today, it is more important than ever to have this blessing in order for mankind to benefit 
from its guidance and leadership. 

The next speaker was Hassan Hakeem, President of the Zion Jama'at. He spoke 
about racism and how Khilafat actually helps combat racism. He talked about his personal 
history and how he had seen racism evolve and take different shapes over the years in this 
country. He mentioned, however, that the impact of racism was most visible by observing 
the rise in crime and imprisoned young minorities. By turning to Khilafat, we enable our
selves to look past race and become so immersed in serving God that the issues driving ra
cism suddenly become less important and ultimately, racist tendencies that may exist die out. 

The final speaker was Mubasher Ahmed, Respected Regional Missionary. He talked 
about terrorism as it relates to Islam and how Khilafat is a powerful antidote to the problems 
that drive this evil. After detailing the fact that terrorism and suicide bombing in particular 
are sins in Islam, and giving a historical context as to where these vicious acts originated 
from, Missionary Sahib detailed the fact that the founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Is
lam, Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad05 corrected misinterpretations of Jihad over 100 years 
ago, years before Islamic fundamentalist groups came to prominence. Missionary Sahib 
stated that the beauty of Khilafat was that the successors of the Promised Messiah05 were 
able to continue to spread the true teaching of Islam regarding Jihad and terrorism, particu
larly when the abuse of these concepts became even worse in the future. 

After these speeches, dignitaries were introduced from many various communities. 
Mr. Bhola Singh (a prominent member of the local Sikh community), Chaudhary Naimatul
lah, (the President of Chicago area Pakistan People's Party), and Mr. Said Umar Khan 
(President of Pakistani-American Business Society), spoke of what the day's events meant to 
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them, even though they were not Ahmadis. All dignitaries congratulated the Ahmadiyya 
Community, and applauded the achievements of the last 100 years of Khilafat. 

There were a total of 70 non-Ahmadi/non-Muslim guests (55 men, 15 ladies) present 
in the audience, and this led to a compelling and lively question and answer session, which 
ranged from questions about Ahmadiyyat to inquiries about how to get further involved in 
the effort of solving these world issues through the means of Khilafat. After this, Dr, Nasim 
Rehmatullah Sahib made concluding remarks emphasizing upon the spiritual benefits of 
Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya and its significance to the modem world. 

The session closed with a silent prayer. Refreshments were served. Some prominent 
guests were given gifts that included Khilafat Centenary souvenirs of coffee mugs, pens, the 
Philosophy of the Teaching of Islam, and a copy of the Muslim Sunrise. Feedback com
ments were also collected from the guests which reflected a high degree of satisfaction with 
the event and a desire to continue the dialogue. 

Looking Ahead 

Now that the New Year has kicked off, the Chicago West Jama'at is just getting 
started. After Khilafat Day, members were buoyed by the success of the event and took this 
revitalized spirit and zeal with them to the 2008 Jalsa Salana USA in Harrisburg, PA. While 
the Chicago West Jama'at was certainly well-represented, many Ansar, Khuddam, Atfal, 
Lajna and Nasiraat were also in the forefront in serving as well, whether it was in the areas 
of MTA, Ziafat, Discipline, Security, Registration, or simply arriving at the Jalsa and taking 
the first opportunity to perform duties that could be found. Of course, the event was extra 
special because it was the Jalsa Salana of the Khilafat Centenary year and also because the 
country was graced with the presence of Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih yaba for the first time. 
Some Jama'at members were so overcome with love for Hazoo~ba that even after the Jalsa, 
they followed the Khalifah back to Masjid Baitur Rehman in Washington to be able to pray 
behind him, and a few even traveled to the Canada Jalsa to be near their beloved Hazoo~ba 
once more. 

In August, the Chicago West Khuddam and Atfal will be out in full force at the Re
gional Khuddam Ijtema, being held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as well as the National Ijtema 
which will be in Milton, NY. That same month, the Chicago West Lajna and Nasirat are also 
hosting their Midwest Region Ijtema in Masjid Baitul Jaamay. During the month of Rama
dan, the Jama'at plans to provide as much assistance as they can to the Milwaukee Jama'at 
which will be hosting the biggest event of the Khilafat Centenary year-the Regional Khila
fat Day which will be held at the University of Wisconsin. Plans are in place to have a large 
number of guests and Jama' at members will be traveling from all over the region to attend 
this historic conference. 

Insha Allah, we pray that these future events will be as successful as those that have 
passed, and that the Chicago West Jama'at will continue to be in the forefront in striving and 
serving for the cause of Khilafat. Ameen. 
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KHILAFAT CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS: 

MILWAUKEE JAMA' AT- 1908 - 2008 

Khilafat Centenary 
Celebrations 

Program Launched in 
Milwaukee on 

January 1, 2008 

By the grace of Allah, 
a total of 64 members of the 
Milwaukee Jama'at were 
able to participate in con
gregation TahaJjud and 
Fajr prayers. Khuddam and 
Atfal held a sleepover in 
the mosque the night of 31 
Dec: Atfal: 12, Khuddam: 
16, Nasirat: 8, Lajna: 12, 
Ansar: 16 

* Darsul Qur'an and Dar
sul Hadith were also de
livered along with con
gregation Tahajuud and 
Fajr Prayers. 

* The Jama'at President 
respected Nasirullah 
Ahmed Sahib launched 
the KCC program with 
his opening remarks. 
Khilafat Centenary Cel
ebrations Program ove
rview was presented to 
Jama'a't membership. 
A Khilafat Centenary 
Celebrations flyer was 

Syed Imran Mudassar 

distributed to members 
present. Khilafat Cen
tenary Celebrations 
team leads: Tabligh 
(Haji Jalal Nurruddin), 
Social Services (Haji 
Khalid Walid), Public 
Relations (Dr. Mohamm 
ad Sabir, MKA sup
port ( Qa 'id Rizwan Ah
med) and Lajna Presi
dent (Sister Shahina 
Munir) gave an over
view of their respective 
Khilafat Centenary Cel
ebrations programs in 
Milwaukee. Meeting en
ded with silent pra-yers 
by Vice President of the 
Jama 'at Haji Dhul 
Waqar Yaqub. 

* Breakfast was served at 
the end of the session. 

Khilafat Centenary 
Celebration 

May26 &27 
Program, Milwaukee 

May 26: Congregational 
Tahajjud Paryers 

* Congregational Taha
juud and Fajr Prayers 
were offered followed 
by Darsul Qur'an rele
vant to the concept of 
Khila.fat in Islam. 

* In total, 60 members in
cluding Atfal, Nasirat, 
Lajna, Khuddam and 
Ansar participated in 
this May 26th program 

May 27: Khilafat Day 
Program 

+ Congregational Tahjuud 
and Fajr Prayers were 
offered followed by 
Darsul Qur'an relevant 
to the concept of Khila
fat in Islam. 

+ Brief speech by Presi
dent Milwaukee for the 
importance of May 27 
in the history of Ahma
diyyat 

+ Important feature of 
our gathering in Mil
waukee on May 27 was 
Hazoor'saba address that 
was projected on a big 
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screen using projectors 
on both Lajna and Men 
sides. All members pre
sent in the mosque lis
tened and watched Ha-

' aba dd d zoor s a ress an 
other MT A proceedings 
with zeal and zest and 
joined with Hazoo(1ba in 
collective prayer/ Dua. 

• In total, 65 members in
cluding Atfal, Nasirat, 
Lajna, Khuddam and 
Ansar participated in 
this May 27th program 

Khilafat Centenary 
Celebration 
(1908 · 2008) 

Khilafat Day Program 
Sunday June 1, 2008 

Opening Session: 

• Khilafat Day program 

started with the recita
tion of Holy Qur'an by 
Maudood Ahmed Sa
hib. Verses from Surah 

Al-Noor were recited 
with translation. 

• A poem, written by Sa
hibzadi Amtul Quddus 
Sahiba, was recited by 
Moheeyuddin Ahmed 
Sahib. 

Speeches: 

• Opening address was 

87 

given by President Mil
waukee, Alhaj Nasirul
lah Ahmed Sahib de
scribing the importance 
of Khilafat in our lives. 

• 1st speech was given by 

Alhaj Rashid Ahmed 
Sahib on the topic of 
"Institution of Khila

fat ". During his speech, 
speaker related some of 
his memories from his 
company with Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih the 
Ira in Rabwah. 

• Ameer USA, Dr. Ahsa
nullah Zafar Sahib ad
dressed Milwaukee Ja

ma' at over the phone. 

His address was broad
casted over the mosque 
speaker system both on 
men and Lajna side. 

• 2nd speech of the pro

gram was given by 
Brother Abubakar Bin 
Saeed on the topic of 
"Love for Khilafat". 

The speaker beautifully 
described his spiritual 
experience and memo
ries from the recent 
Ghana Centenary Jalsa 
which took place during 
Hazoor'saba visit to 
West African nations. 

• A resolution was passed 
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by all members of Mil
waukee Jama'at pre
sent at the Khilafat Day 
program. More than 
140 members including 
Atfal, Khuddam, Ansar, 

Nasirat and Lajna sig
ned the resolution. 
Resolution will be sent 
to Hazoor'saba kind at

tention (please see page 
89 for the text of the 
resolution) 

Khilafat Quiz 
Competition. 

• All members of Mil
waukee Jama'at (Atfal, 

Nasirat, Khuddam, An

sar and Lajna) present 
in the mosque partici
pated m the Khilaf at 

Quiz competition. Tal

eem Secretaries from 
respective 
conducted 
competition. 

auxiliaries 
the quiz 

• Session was ended with 
collective silent prayers 

• Lunch was served. 

Concluding Session 

• Zuhr and Asr Prayers 
were offered in congre
gation 
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Khilafat Quiz 
Competition 

Prize Distribution 

• Khilafat Centenary Cel

ebrations souvenirs 
were given as prizes to 
15

\ 2nd and 3rd place 

winners of the quiz 
compet1t1on. Sweets 
were distributed among 

the membership during 

this session. 

Auxiliary Group 
Photos 

• Group photos were 

taken for all auxiliaries. 

Participation and 
Announcements 

• By the grace of Allah, 

total 151 members & 

guests participated in 
the Khilafat Day pro
gram with the following 
distribution: 

Atfal: 22, 
Khuddam: 23, 
Ansar: 32, 
Nasirat: 24, 
Lajna: 40, 
Guests: 10 

• The program proceed
ings were digitally re
corded. A CD of the 
program proceedings 

88 

will be provided to Ja
ma'at membership as a 
Khilaf at Jubilee gift 
from the KCC Commit

tee. 

• Various KCC and other 
announcements were 

made during this ses
sion including KCC re
gional conference to be 
held in Milwaukee at 

UWM on Sep 20, 2008. 

Members were re
quested to invite non
Ahmadi guests to this 
KCC conference. 

• Program concluded 

with closing remarks by 
President Nasirullah 
Ahmed Sahib 

Text of the resolution 
passed by all Milwaukee 
members present at the 
Khilafat Day program, 
Sunday June 1, 2008 is 
given on the next page 

******* 

OFFER 
PRAYERS 

IN 

CONGREGATION 

******* 
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GOOD 
CITIZENSHIP 

Hadhrat 'Abdullah bin 
Mas 'udn relates that the 
Holy Prophet•• said: "Those 
who are of mature age, 
intelligent and knowledgable 
should be nearest to me in 
Prayer, then those who are 
closest to them in these 
respects, rankwise. He added: 
'Do not indulge in differences 
as the differences will creep 
into your hearts. A void 
creating tumult and noise in 
the markets.' " 

(Muslim kitabussalat bab ma 
ja' lailani minkum ulul aham) 

Hadhrat J abi~ relates 
that the Holy Prophetsa" said: 
"Keep your utensils and your 
drinking water covered, and 
doors closed at night. 
Extinguish the oil-lamp 
before going to bed. If you 
do so, Satan will be unable to 
untie the mouth of your 
water-skin, nor open the 
doors to your houses, nor 
uncover your utensils. If 
someone does not have 
anything to cover a utensil, at 
least he should put an 
inclined wood in the utensil 
and do so in the name of 
Allah, i.e., he should recite 
bismillah. (The lighted lamp) 
could be detrimental in that 
the mice in the house may 
cause a fire." 

( Muslim kitabul ashriba babul 
amr bi t'aghtitul ana') 
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In the Name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful 

Respectfully Submitted to our beloved Imam 
Sayedna Hadhrat Ameerul Momineen Khalifatul Masih V 

We, all members of Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama' at Milwaukee USA, humbly 
and respectfully request the favor of acceptance of our sincere and full alle
giance to the Institution of Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya from our beloved Imam and 
Khalifatul Masih V. At the centenary occasion of Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya, we re
new our allegiance and pledge to offer any sacrifice in this regard and obey our 
beloved Imam, the Institution of Khilafat and Nizam-e-Jama 'at with full zeal 
and capacity, Insha Allah. 

We pray to Allah the Almighty for this, and request Hazoor Ayyadhullah-o
Ta' ala to accept our request, and pray for us that Allah the Almighty grants us 
the strength, courage and patience to fulfill our obligations in the best possible 
manner. 

Signed today June 1, 2008 

by 

The Members of Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama' at Milwaukee USA 

Bait-ul-Qadir 

5600 W. Fond du Lac Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 53216 

USA 



REPORT: KHILAFAT CENTENERY CELEBRATIONS 

Masoud A. Malik, General Secretary 

# Activity Status ECD !Remarks 
1 Homaee to Allah 
l.a Prayers and Completion of first century of Ahmadiyya Khilafat anc Ongoing 

Nawafil start of new century started with prayers and homage to 
Allah on January first 2008. Congregational Tahajjua 
~rayers were followed by Fajr Prayers & Dars at all 
tmosques & mission houses in USA. In major centers 
attendance reached close to 300 at Tahajjud Prayers. 
Sweets were distributed among members. Lighting was 
iarranged at many mosques & mission houses. Many 
Vama'ats and Maj/is Khuddamul Ahmadiyya arranged 
different sports recreational activities for the members, 
i}(.huddam and children. Many members at some Jama 'ats 
tperformed a Najli fast a day before or after first January. 
In some Jama'ats non-Ahmadi neighbors were presented 
rwith gifts and/or sweets. 

l.b New Moosis rrotal Number of Earning Members= 4,225 2008Q4 In progress 
rrotal Number of Moosis = 1,625 (including 334 still in 
process by Markaz). 

l.c CKAJFund OCncome = $2.88 Million 2008Q3 In progress 
!Expenditure= $2.82 Million 
Balance = $0.06 Million 

l.d CK.AT Fund ~ledge = $0.5 Million Completed 
tollected = $0.5 Million 
Sent to Additional Waklilul Maal = $0.5 Million: 
In addition $0.2 Million pledged, collected and sent to 
Markaz for improvement of Qadian Lanf{ar Khana 

l.e iLost Bai 'ats Total Lost Bai 'ats = 636 2008Q4 In progress 
!Reclaimed Reclaimed Lost Bai 'ats = 139 

l.f Sermons on Zakat Number Delivered = 30 on especially Zakat but hundreds 
on general Financial sacrifices. 

2 ,ublication 
2.a !Books I.All books and articles about Khi/afat were made 

available as video documents on Khilafat as part oi 
Alislam.org 
2. Friday sermons of all Khulafa from 1908 to present are 
placed on line at Alislam.org on the Friday sermon page. 
3. DVD was prepared on Holy Qur'an with cross reference 

containing commentaries of Promised Messiahas, 

iKhalifatul Masih ira, Khalifatul Masih Ilra Tafseer-e-
'K.abeer and Tafseer-e-Sagheer, Holy Qu'ran's Urdu 

~anslation by Khalifatul Masih wrh, and English 
commentaries of the Holy Qur'an in short form and 5-
~olume detailed commentary. 

2.b rrranslations Our USA team is working under Markaz guidance and 
supervision. 
IUSA Laina has completed the English translation of all 



2.c Special Issue of 
ama'at Magazine 

on Khilafat 

2.d ational Postage 

2.e 

2.f 

2.g 

3.i 
3.ii 

Stamps 

dvertisements in 
ational 
ailies/W eeklies, 

tc. 

Establishment of 
adio Station 
ooks Published 

Markaz 

speeches of Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV delivered t 
ajna at Ja/sa Salanas. This is being reviewed unde 
arkaz instructions. 
ame = A special monthly magazine on Khi/afat for 1 Complete 

ear 
anguages (s) = English 
ate of Publication = every month starting May 2007 
umber of copies published = 4000 of each issue 
umber of copies sold/gifted = Almost all mailed 

di homes. 
umber of co ies in stock = a few 

100,000 commemorative stamps (in 20 
format) have been published and are 
sale/distribution. 

SA Jama'at has also prepared the following souvenir 
hich were sold or distributed free to USA Jama 'a 
embers and sent to 44 countries to Ahmadiyy 
eadquarters: 

1. Time piece watches 2 styles 
2. Desk Pen holder 
3. China Cup 

. Bag 
5. Luggage Tag 
6. Pens distributed free 
Sent a 20 stamps sheet also to 44 countries to Ahmadiyy 

eadquarters. A sheet of stamps was also given to Ameer 
of countries present at the KCC meeting in UK on July 28, 
2008. 

nglish: L.A. Times, Daily Breeze, Daily Bulletin, Chin Complete 
Champion (CA), Chino Hill Champion, Fitchburgh (MA), 

oice of Asia (TX), Patriot News, Paxton Herald, Th 
ews Journal, Philadelphia Inquirer. 

Lebanon Daily News, Intelligencer Journal, Chicag 
ribune, 

Sun Herald, York Daily Record, Maryland Gazette, Sa 
rancisco Chronicle, Finger Lake Times (NY), Baltimor 

Sun, India post, Daily Bulletin, Sun, India West, Weeki 
ews, Daily Press, News Asia, Pakistan Chronicle, 
dependent Monitor 

rdu: Pakistan Times (TX), Pakistan Post, Pakista 
xpress, Asia Tribune, New York Awam, BBC Urdu Do 

Com, Pakistan Journal, Nidai Waqt, Niway Pakistan, 

at Baitur Rahman (NHQ) 1000 + books: NewYork;Completed 
Chica o East; Miami & Willin boro 300 books + at each. 
One CD of Historical Photographs was prepared & sent t Complete 

arkaz 
A (African Countries only) 

Markaz 



3.iii Number of Copies k<\bout 2,000 Ongoing 
Sold 

3.iv In Stock k<\bout 1,000 
3.v %age of Ahmadi ki\. CD was prepared for all the prescribed books on Completed 

aouses who have 'i/(hi/afat and it was sent to all Ahmadi homes free o1 
~hese books charge. Thus, 100 % Ahmadi homes have a copy of these 

!books in electronic form. 
4 Souvenir 5,000 copies of a National Souvenir have been published Complete 

and distributed to other countries and our members for 
each Ahmadi home. 

10,000 copies of an International Souvenir (Mosques) 
ihave been published and distributed/sold to Tabshir and 
tmembers. 

5 !Programs for Number prepared = About 3 7 In process 
IMTA Number sent to MTA = 25 

Number played by MTA = About 15 
6 Competitions 
6.a Essay lfotal Participants= 38 Complete 

No. of Prizes given= 18 
6.b Speech foster competition is planned by Maj/is Khuddamul 2008Q4 rro be held at 

Whmadivva National ljtema 

6.c ~uiz 2008Q4 rro be held at 
National ljtemas 

6.d IMushaira [Date held= In April and May at BRM (NHQ) & June 21, On going 
2008 at Harrisburg, PA at Jalsa Sa/ana (This was also 
~eported by BBC) 
No. of Poets= 10-20 
No. of Attendees= 50- 400 

7 Waqar-e-Amal and 51 Highways adopted by Maj/is Khuddamul Ahmadiyya 
i,J(hidmat-e-Khalq (MKA). 
!Programs 570 Blood Drives were arranged by MKA 

21,825 hours of Waqare Amal were spent saving 
$392,850 by MKA 

8 National Jalsas 
8.a IJalsa Sa/ana aeld on June 20-22 at Farm Show Complex & Expo Complete 

Center, Harrisburg, PA with an attendance of over 9,500. 

No. of Speeches= 3 by Hazooraba, 10 by men and 4 by 
women. 

8.b Masih-e-Maoo'ud Held at local and/or regional level on March 23, 2008. Complete 
[Day 

8.c 'i/(hi/afat Day Held at local &/or regional level on May 27, 2008 most Complete 
places. 
Congregational Tahajjud Prayers were followed by Fajr 
Prayers and Dars. Ja/sa programs were held in the 
afternoon withjoy. 

8.d Musleh Maoo'ud Held at local and/or regional level with great enthusiasm. Complete 
Day 

8.e Religious 2008Q4 
Founders' Day 

8.f Cultivation of More than 350 non-Ahmadi guests attended the Saturday Complete 
Relations with non- ~fternoon session followed by a dinner reception. 
Ahmadis for Jalsa 
Salana 



9 Constructions 
9.i Mosques Baitur Rahman Mosque extension for $3.5 M. (unde1 Complete 

!construction) 2009Q2 
Qadian Langar Khana renovation $0.2 M (alread) 
submitted) 

9.ii !Mission Houses None 
9.iii Schools !None 
9.iv !Hospitals !None 
9.v ',Maqbara Moosian !None 
9.vi Any other !None 

Memorial 
10 Exam of 2008Q4 

Prescribed Books 
IO.a Al-Wasiyyat !Participants: Lajna = About 2000 March !Trophies will be 

2008 awarded at 
lljtima in 
October 2008 

10.b rrruth about the 2008Q3 
Solit (Ch. 2) 

10.c Wubuwwat and !Participants: Lajna = about 2000 June,2008 
JKhilafat 

11 Banquet/Receptio !June 23, 2008, Hilton Hotel Banquet Hall, McLean, VA. Complete 

n With Hazooraba # of Attendees = 3 72 
# of Guests = 302 

12 May 27 Program Congregational Tahajjud Prayers were followed by Fajr Complete 
Prayers and Dars at all mosques & mission houses in 
USA. In major centers attendance reached close to 300 a1 
Tahajjud Prayers. Sweets were distributed amon~ 
members. Lighting was arranged at many mosques anc 
!mission houses. This was then followed by listenin~ 

attentively the historic address delivered Hazooraba. This 
inspired each and every Ahmadi in USA. Many Jama'atf! 
and Maj/is Khuddamul Ahmadiyya arranged differen1 
sports & recreational activities for the members, Khuddam 
and children. Many members at some Jama 'ats performed 
a Nafli fast a day before or after May 27. 
Regular Khilafat Jalsa program was conducted in the 
afternoon. In addition to speeches on Khilafat, life 
!histories of all Khulafa and interesting events from thei1 
life history were narrated, Children had an excellent day in 
addition to sports, they enjoyed "moon Bouncing' which 
!were arranged at the mission houses and mosques. In some 
l!ama'ats non-Ahmadi neighbors were presented with gifts 
and/or sweets. People took leaves from work and schools 
and whole dav was spent in a prayerful and joyous mood. 

13 Sports and Games IInternational Khilafat Basketball Tournament in NY ir 2008Q4 In progress 
!Feb. 5 Countries participated (UK, Germany, Belgium. 
Canada, and USA). Sports competitions were organized a1 

re2ional and national Iitemas. 
14 ~xhibition One National Exhibition at Jalsa Salana. 25 mini-

exhibitions in several Jama 'ats at their KCC functions. 
2008Q4 In progress 

1S Souvenir INo. of Copies received = 800 
published by No. of Copies sold = 600 
Tehrik-e-Jadid INo. of copies in stock = 200 



1 Austin y 

2 Baypoint (Pittsburgh) y 

3 Bronx y 

4 Brooklyn y 

5 Central Jersey y 

6 Chicago East 
7 Chicago West 

8 Cleveland y 

9 Columbus y 

10 Dallas y 

11 Dayton 
12 Detroit 

Houston 
13 North/South/Cypress y 

14 Indiana 
15 Las Vegas 
16 Long Island 
17 Los Angeles East 
18 Los Angeles Inland 
19 Los Angeles West 
20 Miami 
21 Milwaukee y 

22 New Orleans y 

23 North Jersey y 

24 Northern VA 
25 Oakland 
26 Orlando 

Jama'at Ahmadiyya USA 

Beginning of Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya Centennary Celebrations Activity Report 
December 31 2007 - January 1, 2008 
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27 Oshkosh y 

28 Philadelohia y 

29 Phoenix 
30 Pittsburgh 
31 New York y 

32 RTP 
33 Sacramento 

34 
San Diego 

35 Seattle 
36 Silicon Valley 
37 Silver Soring/Laurel y 

38 Toledo y 

39 Tucson 
40 Washirnrton, DC 
41 Willingboro 
42 York y 

43 Zion 

Jama'at Ahmadiyya USA 

Beginning of Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya Centennary Celebrations Activity Report 
December 31 2007 - January 1, 2008 
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I I People celebrated at their 
homes 

I I Visited 104 Neiohbors 
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Imam lnam Kauder speaks at a gathering of Ahmadiyya Muslims In Pompton Plains on Tuesday. The event marked the 
100th anniversary of the f alth's succession system, which was put Into place after its founder's death. 

'They celebrate peace' 
In Clifton, Pompton Plains, Muslim sect marks 100th year 

In Pompton Plains on Tuesday, Munassar Alam, 5, plays with 
the hat of his father, Naseer, at an anniversary celebration 
for Ahmadiyya Islam. The Alams live in Elmwood Park. 

By HEATHER HADDON 
Herald News 

Chanting and praying in 21 
different languages, followers of a 
matginalized sect of Islam gath
ered in North Jersey Tuesday to 
celebrate a century of electing 
pro bets to their faith. 

~e system is a core practice of 
Ahmadiyya Islam - and one of its 
most controversial. 

Ahrnadiyya Muslims believe 
that God's spirit passes through 
living prophets elected by mem
bers of the congregation. This 
puts the sect at odds with the ma
)Ority of Muslims worldwide, who 
believe that Muhammad was Is
lam's last prophet In at least four 
Muslim nations, Ahmadiyya have 
been persecuted and labeled out
casts. 

On Tuesday, the roughly 600 
Ahmadiyya who gathered in 
Pompton Plains were joyful. 
Members of nine chapters from 
the Northeast exchanged em
braces in rhinestone-speckled 
saris and Indian tunics. Children 
raced around the lobby of the Re
gency House Hotel Speakers 
commended the spread of the 
faith, which seeks to spread peace 
and tolerance throughout the 
world. 

"It felt very unifying," said 
Areeb Ahmad, 23, a member of a 
Clifton mosque for seven years. 
''We got a direction for our
selves." 

In the 19th century, Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, an Indian reli
gious scholar from the state of 

Please see MUSLIMS, A 7 
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Muslims: Sect celebrates 100 years 
Continued from A 1 

Punjab, declared that he was the 
next prophet of Islam. Ahmad 
called his disciples to follow the 
Quran and spread peace. He also 
preached acceptance of other re
ligions, while viewing.his faith as 
the unification of the world's ma
jor prophets. 

At Tuesday's gathering, the Rev. 
Joseph Doyle, pastor of St. Anne 
RC. Church in Fair Lawn, com
mended the community for reach
ing out to other faiths. 

"I applaud them for reaching 
out to other groups, because they 
really do celebrate peace,". said 
Doyle, who compared the Ah
madiyya selection process to the 
system Roman Catholic cardinals 
use to select a pope. 

On May 27, 1908, the day after 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad's death, 
leaders of the sect voted to begin 
the Khilafat system, a method of 
selecting prophets to serve as spir
itual leaders of the religion. 

The current and fifth Khilafat, 
who lives in the United Kingdom, 
was elected through a delegate sys
tem of individuals representing the 
190 nations where Ahmadiyya 
live. 

Ahmadiyya Muslims are con
centrated in Pakistan, Indonesia 
and India Estimates of their com
munity's population vary widely, 
but are in the millions. In the Unit
ed States, tens of thousands of be
lievers are members of 67 Ah
madiyya chapters. The religion's 
North Jersey chapter, the Masjid 
Bait-ul Wahidmosque on Crooks 
Avenue in Clifton, counts 300 
members. 

At 3 a.m. Tuesday, believers 
gathered at the Clifton mosque to 
commemorate the centennial of 
the succession process with prayer 
and breakfast. People took off 
from work and school for the oc
casion. 

"It is a day of joy," said Ammar 

TYSON TRISH/Special to the Herald News 

Asadulla Chaudhary reads a poem Tuesday night during a gathering of Ahmadiyya Muslims 
celebrating the 100th anniversary of their Khilaf at system. 

Khokhar, a mosque member from 
Totowa. 

At 8 a.m., worshippers listened 
to an address by Mirza Masroor 
Ahmad, the fifth Khilafat, broad
cast in five languages. In his two
hour sermon, Ahmad called for 
Ahmadiyya Muslims to "experi
ence the fulfillment'' of the religion 
''with a renewed glory." 

In Pompton Plains, Fazal Ah
mad said he was awestruck at the 
idea of simultaneously watching 
the address with millions of others. 

"I felt spiritually charged," said 
Ahmad, the general secretary of 
his mosque in Philadelphia "In 
my 50 years, I have not had that 
kind of mind-boggling experi
ence." 

But much of the prophet's talk 

focused on the decades of perse
cution the sect has faced, and con
tinues to experience today. Last 
month, Indonesian officials stated 
Ahmadiyya deviated from Islam 
and should be outlawed. At least 
four mosques were destroyed after 
the announcement 

In Bangladesh, an Ahmadiyya 
priest was killed in 2003 and mobs 
have attacked mosques, according 
to reports by Amnesty Interna
tional. In 1974, Pakistani authori
ties amended the constitution to 
exclude Ahmadiyya as Muslims. 
Afterward, believers were jailed 
and persecuted. 

Some Ahmadiyya settled in 
North Jersey to practice their reli
gion freely. Areeb Ahmad, from 
the Clifton mosque, said other 

Muslims in North Jersey general
ly tolerate his beliefs. But other fol
lowers said they still experience 
prejudice in the United.States. 

"The feeling can be really hos
tile," said Heba Naseem, 21, who 
just moved to Union Township 
from Arkansas. "(Other mosques) 
are not always welcoming." 

Still, those gathered Tuesday re
joiced to have lived to see the 
100th anniversary of one of their 
religion's central beliefs. 

"It was awesome," Fazal Ah
mad said of the prophet's speech. 
"He conveyed the message of 
peace for humanity." 

Reach Heather Haddon 
at 973-569-7121 or 
haddon@northjersey.com. 
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Record-Journal 
S. Meriden mosque welcomes public at opening 

By Dan Champagne 
Record-Journal staff 

MERIDEN Mahmood 
Qureshi stood behind a podium 
at the Baitul Aman Mosque Sat
urday afternoon and explained 
how the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community came into existence. 

He told the story of how a 
prophet predicted the revival of 
Islam when it had reached its 
lowest point. 

"If you look at the newspapers 
and watch the news, we can cer
tainly think that Islam is at its 
lowest with how it bas been con
nected with terrorism," said 
Qureshi, president of the com
munity's state chapter. 

The community took another 
step in the revival process Satur-

day afternoon. 
Nearly 100 members joined 

city councilors and members of 
the public for a symposium ti
tled, "Islam: The Religion of 
Peace." the inaugural event at 
the mosque at 410 Main St. in 
South Meriden. The Muslim 
community purchased the build
ing, which formerly housed a Je
hovah's Witness center, from the 
city in February to serve as a 
central location for its members 
from around the state. 

"It is our ardent hope and 
prayer that this mosque becomes 
a symbol of peace, not only for 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Commu
nity, but for the community at 
large," said member Sohail Hu-

Please see S. Meriden / A7 

D S. Meriden mosque 
sain, who added that the facility 
is open for worship· for mem
bers of all faiths. The mosque's 
name, "Baitul Aman,~ translates 
to "House of Peace." 

Husain spoke to the group of 
men· and boys as the women 
and girls listened from another 
area of the building separated 
by a sheet, as is the tradition in 
Islam. 

"It is a very sad fact. that 
there are many who would con
sider the title of my speech a 
paradox," Husain said. "With 
car bombings and suicide mis
sions in the name of Islam, too 
many believe Islam is the an
tithesis of peace." 

But Husain tried to dispel 
those stereotypes by discussing 
all of the ways the religion pro
motes peace. 

He greeted the group with a 
traditional peaceful prayer and 
told of how the Qµran actually 
accepts all religions rather than 
condemns them. 

"The extremist Muslims say 
nonbelievers are hell-bound 
and should be destroyed," he 
said. "Islam neither relegates 
nonbelievers to hell nor disre
spects the idols." 

He also said the religion pre 
motes peace between neigl: 
bors and.aniong'families. 

"I like to think of Islam as th 
religi()n of peace," he said. "I 
provides'the individual with i.Ji 
ner peace through prayer, med 
itation and reflection. Mosque 
are meant to be foundations fo 
peace." 

With the· community's offi 
cial slogan, '.'Love for all, hatrec 
for none," hanging from a ban 
ner behind the podium 
Qureshi went Qn to explai1 
how the Muslim religion hold: 
many of the same beliefs as re 
ligions practiced all over th1 
world. Muslims believe in onl1 
one God as well as angels 
prophets and books of God, in
cluding the Bible and tht 
Torah. 

The five pilJars · of Islam ar{ 

the w.tl,ty of Goll, the five dail} 
prayers; faying alms to tht 
poor, fasting during,Ramadail 
and making a pilgrimage tc 
Mecca. 

Said Qureshi, "We believ.e Is
lam's message is universal." 

dchampagne:@i-ecorq-jQumal.com 
(203) 317•2°227 

Sohail Husain gives a 
lecture titled, "Islam, 
The Religion of Peace," 
during a symposium 
Saturday at the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community's new Baitul 
Aman Mosque in South 
Meriden. The text in the 
foreground reads: 
''There is none worthy of 
worship except Allah 
(God), and Muhammad 
is the messenger of 
Allah (God)." 

Rob Beecher/ Aecord·Journal 
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Ahmadiyya Muslims set interfaith seminar 

By Jay Tokasz NEWS STAFF REPORTER 
Updated: 05/24/08 6:47 AM 

Like most Muslims, they pray regularly, practice the five pillars of Islam 
and believe the Quran is the word of Allah revealed through a prophet 
named Muhammad. 

But Ahmadiyya Muslims also believe in a person they call the Mahdi, or 
"guided one," the promised messiah who lived in the Punjab region of 
India from 1835 to 1908. And they elect a khalifa, or leader, as a succes
sor to the founder. 

Those differences have caused Ahmadis to be persecuted in some predominantly Muslim countries. 

Locally, they maintain a profile larger than their numbers would suggest - mostly through an interfaith seminar 
series that regularly draws a diverse mix of religious thinkers to discuss topics such as life after death and how 
science and religion can co-exist. 

About 80 Ahmadiyya Muslims reside in Western New York, according to Dr. Nasir Khan, a leader in the local 
Ahmadiyya community. 

They will host another seminar Sunday, only this one will be a celebration of their faith - a spiritual marking of 
the 100th anniversary of the death of founder Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and of the "continuous leadership" by 
a succession of khalifas since then. 

The local interfaith symposiums have attracted 50 to 125 people per session, inside rented space at the Millenium 
Hotel in Cheektowaga. 

For Ahmadis, the sessions are a low-key method of introducing themselves to the larger community. Ahmadis 
aren't aggressive proselytizers; they prefer a more academic style of sharing their beliefs - some of which are 
radically different from mainstream Islam and Christianity. 

"One would want people to accept the faith, but the basic goal would be for people to know," said Khan, a 
Pakistan native who lives in Getzville and is a physician. 

"What sets us apart is a belief in a person who claimed to be the messiah of the times," said Khan. While other 
Muslims are still waiting, he added, "We say he has already come." 

Ahmadis also have a much different take on Jesus, believing that he survived being nailed to a cross and 
eventually traveled to Afghanistan and Kashmir in search of lost tribes of Israel. 

They believe he married and fathered children, died a natural death and was buried in a tomb in Kashmir. 

Local Ahmadis say they are part of a worldwide Ahmadiyya membership of 200 million people in 178 countries. 

Here, they are a small group of mostly professionals who have yet to establish a mosque. Instead, they gather for 
Friday prayer at a member's home. 

The interfaith conferences - a model used in other communities in North America - began about two years ago. 

"They've been good sessions," said the Rev. G. Stanford Bratton, executive director of the Network of Religious 
Communities, the area's largest interfaith organization, of which Ahmadis are active participants. "All is handled 
quite fairly and openly. There's no hidden agenda." 

Sunday's seminar, which begins at 3:30 p. m. with a dinner at 6:30, will focus on "divine guidance for 
establishing peace in the latter days." 

jtokasz@bufTnews.com 



Congressman Brian Higgins speaks to moderate Muslims 
by Ken Hamilton 

As Americans across the nation celebrated Memorial Day, Congressman Brian 
Higgins, on the invitation of Dr. Nasir Khan, took an hour out last Sunday to visit with members of 
the Buffalo Chapter of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community at the Millennium Hotel in 
Cheektowaga for a seminar on tolerance and understanding. 

Khan, who is the president of the group, says that the Ahmadiyya community is a Muslim group 
that is neither Shiite or Suni, but a group that believes that its messiah has come in the person of 
the founder of their community, Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908), who established it in 
1889 in a small village in India. Today, there are tens of millions of Muslims in the community 
representing nearly 190 countries. The Buffalo Chapter holds seminars, where they invite the 
public and have speakers of both Muslim and non-Muslim beliefs explaining various beliefs. 

Khan believes the community is the embodiment of Islam's message of peace, brotherhood, and 
submission to the will of God. 

When Higgins arrived at the conference, lmman lnamul Haq Kauser had begun his speech on that 
very peace, starting off by condemning those who participated in the attacks on America on 
September 11, 2001. Kauser, stressing the importance for true believers of Islam to have 
allegiance first to God, then to the prophets, and then to the country that he inhabits, said that 
when he entered the US in 1986, a naturalization officer told him that he had a series of questions 
to ask him with the first one being, "If America is attacked, what will you do," to which Kauser 
replied, "I'll be the first in line; you may be in the last." 

Confused by Kauser's answer, the naturalization officer then asked for clarity. "I'll be in the front 
lines fighting for the country, but you may be all the way in the back." 

Kauser then reported that the officer laughed and said, "No more questions." 

Higgins opened his speech by talking about his south-Buffalo, Irish-Catholic roots, and how he 
was taught that Catholicism was about love, tolerance, understanding and charity; and that his 
teaching was in the Judea-Christian tradition. "But, upon further examination," Higgins said, "it is 
not only Judea-Christian tradition; it is Judea-Christian-Islamic tradition." 

Higgins praised Khan, and others, by saying that the seminars are being done with great 
leadership, sensitivity and courage to help the United States better understand a part of the world 
with which most Americans were unfamiliar, and that, as a representative of some of the people 
in the room, and that after traveling to many Muslim nations, that there is a great challenge for 
everyone to have a better understanding of the sensitivities of each other, " ... because, in the end, 
we are all a part of a human community. We have different faiths, but in our nation we cherish the 
freedom of others to practice their faith in a peaceful, progressive way." 

When later asked what he thought about the event, Higgins cited that after 9/11, the Islamic 
community was unfairly painted with a broad brush as the enemy. He said that he was there to 
learn, and then cited a New Yorker magazine piece to be written by Lawrence Wright, author of 
the "The Looming Tower", about turmoil within Al Qaeda, whereas the leaders are having a big 
debate about repudiating the use of violence. 

Higgins said that as he examines the Islamic faith he is finding more similarities with his own 
Christian faith. Again, praising the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community leaders, for stepping up as 
moderate voices within the Muslim community and telling the truth about the real aims of the 
Islamic community. 
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Muslim sect meeting to focus on peace 
BY MARY WARNER 
Of The Patriot-News 

When thousands of Aluna
diyya Muslims hold a three
day convention. in Harrisburg 
ne:>..1: month, the public is in
vited to join them for an In
dian and Italian meal and dis
cussions of peace. 

"This is a message of 
peace. We can agree on 
peace," said Zaki Kauser, an 
imam from Silver Spring, 
Md., and spokesman for the 
Ahmadiyya community in 
the U.S. 

Ahmadiyya Muslims - a 
sect that believes a 'Messiah 
promised by the Prophet 
Muhammad came to India in 
the late 19th century - have 
held annual conventions for 
U.S. members for more than 
60 years. 

Conventions held near 
Washington, D.C., have at-

tracted as many as 7,000. But 
this year, the new worldwide 
leader of Ahmadiyya Islam, 
Mirza Masroor Alunad,. will 
travel from London to the 
convention for his .first U.S. 
appearance, and organizers 
are expecting 10,000 to at
tend. 

That's why the "humong
ous and centrally located" 
Farm Show Complex became 
the site, Kauser said. The 
weekend convention is set 
for June 20-22, with a June 21 
event for the public. 

Local Ahmadiyya Muslims 
have gone door-to-door with 
fliers in city and suburban 
neighborhoods. And invita
tions have been. issued by 
phone or in .person to. 
churches near the Farm 
Show Complex and to 
churches the Muslims know 
through neighbors. 

At Harrisburg First Assem-

IF YOU GO 
WHAT: Ahmadlyya Muslim 
Community symposium on 
peace. 
WHEN: June 21, 3:30-6 p.m. 
WHERE: State Farm Show 
Complex, Harrisburg. 
RSVP/INFO: 202~380-2083. 

bly of God, the Rev. Terry 
Lamer said the Muslims 
"seem to be really nice gen
tlemen," but ''when it comes 
to our doctrines, we're prob
ably miles apart." He won't 
attend the convention be
cause he has a wedding that 
day, he said 

The Rev. Lilly McMullen 
said she has the event on her 
calendar. 

"I'm a peacemaker myself," 
said McMullen, cO'-Owner of 
a store and · coffee shop 
called ChurchWorld Plus in 

Harrisburg and pastor of 
Bethel African Methodist 
Episcopal. Church in Mariet
ta. 

"As I said to the gentle
men, we have to get past this 
thing about color, even about 
denomination," she said 

At last year's convention, 
~ut 100 guests joined the 
.Munadiyya Muslims for · a 
public event on the theme 
"Love for All, · Hatred for 
None," Kauser said · 

He's hoping for more 
guests this year and said ini
tial response ~as' been posi
tive. "We've been blown 
away," he said 

Ahmadiyya Islam was 
founded as a refo.nn move
ment, but Sunni Muslims -
the most numerous group 
worldwide and founders of 
most· of the midstate's 
mosques - reject the messi
anic claims. 

In 1984, the Pakistani gov
ernment decreed that the 
Ahmadiyya movement was 
not Muslim and members 
could not use Muslim forms 
of worship. 

In the U.S., the relationship 
between Ahmadiyya and 
Sunni Muslims is cordial, 
Kausersaid 

Still, Ahmadiyya literature 
says the movement spreads 
moderation and restraint "in 
the face of bitter opposition 
from the Muslim world" 

About 1,000 Ahmadiyya 
Muslims live in Pennsylvania 
- mostly near Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, Harrisburg and 
York, Kauser said ·The clos
est Abmadiyya mosque is in 
York, but plans are under 
way to build one in Silver 
Spring Twp. 

MARY WARNER: 255-8267 
or mwarner@patriot-news.com 
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The True Meaning and 
Purpose of Khilafat 

B I Sh Shad A Nasl·r Khilafat that removes fear and y mam am . 
hate and disorder and rebellion 

CHINO, Calif. - In the West and replaces it with peace, un-
there is often a very negative as- derstanding, submission, obe-
sociation with the idea ofKhilafat dience, order and security. This 
or Caliphate. This comes from 100-year history of Khilafat in 
two sources: Fear and ignorance Ahmadiyya Islam bears ample 
on the part of those who turn on testimony to these hallmarks. 
their TVs or read their newspa- Generations of mem-
pers and are fed only a ,-----,----, bers of the Ahmadiyya 
terrorist's vision of the Muslim Community 
word Khilafat, and by have been working 
a small but often vocal for the last 120 years 
minority in the Muslim to establish peace and 
world who subscribe to to further the cause of 
the terrorist's vision .of peace. Nowhere has 
the word Khilafat. But is it happened that any 
this definition of Khila- , Ahmadi has ever par-
fat accurate? And what I ticipated in any act of 
exactly is Khilafat sup- violence and disorder 
posed to be? or rebellion. 

The Promised Messiah and Is this not an ample demon-
Imam Mahdi, Hazrat Mirza Gh- stration of the peaceful nature 
ulamAhmad ofQadian (peace be of Khilafat as understood and 
on him), laid the foundation of manifested by the Ahmadiyya 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim commu- Muslim community? We invite 
nity in 1889 and said that the sole everyone to investigate the Kh-
purpose of establishing it was to ilafat of Ahmadiyya Islam by 
bring into being a group of truly calling 1800-WHY-ISLAM orvis-
righteous people infused with iting our Web site at: www.alis-
true love of God and sympathy lam.org and compare it to any 
for humanity. Having fulfilled his modern or historical contend-
rnission, the holy founder of the ers for this mantle of Khilafat in 
Ahmadiyya Muslim community Islam. You will find many vio-
passed away on May 26, 1908. lent, politically-motivated ex-
The very next day, on May 27, amples of attempts to establish 
1908, the institution of Khilafat a worldly Khilafat - all of which 
commenced in the community have failed spectacularly at the 
exactly as the Holy Quran prom- hands of the western powers 
ised and exactly as had been fore- and even at the jealous hands of 
told by the holy founder in his Muslim rivals. 
book "The Will," written in 1905. 

To celebrate the Khilafat Cen -
The Ahmadiyya Muslim com- tenary properly it is essential 

munity believes that God has that we Ahmadi Muslims make 
established Khilafat among the strong our connection with 
Muslims through the successor- God and discharge the duty of 
ship of Mirza Ghulam Ahm~d. worshiping Him, and that we 
The blessings and protection devote ourselves to the service 
which this Khilafat offers to the of humanity even more so than 
Muslim world are there for the before. This in fact is the sum 
taking - it is only their refusal and essence oflslam and its true 
to acknowledge this Khilafat spirit and we achieve all these 
that leaves them in their present things through the blessed in-
debilitated spiritual, moral and stitution of Khilafat: Unity, one-
worldly condition. ness of purpose, peace, and se-

2008 marks the 100-year an- curity being just some of these 
niversary of the existence of this blessings. 

I 



Ahmadi Muslims Celebrate 
First Centenary of Khilafat 

Some 550 members of 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Conununity and their 
guests gathered at the 
Goldy Lewis Community 
Center, 11200 Baseline 
Rd., Rancho Cucamonga, 
California to celebrate 
the Khilafat (spiritual 
leadership) Centenary. 
The members of the 
Community began their 
celebrations with pre
dawn prayers at five 
different centers located 
throughout the area. 

Chair 

The proceedings at 
the Community center in 
Rancho Cucamonga began 
at 1 Oam, as is customary, 
with a recitation from the 
Holy Quran. Dr. Hamid
ur-Rahrnan, President of 
the local community 
welcomed everyone and 

Some of the Audience 

explained that the purpose of the 
gathering was to thank God for bestowing 
upon us the blessing of Khilafat and to 
introduce the essence of what Khilafat is 
to everyone. Four young members of the 
Community, Saif-ur-Rahrnan, Faisal 
Rajpoot, Rizwanul Haq Jattala and Ataul 
Malik Khan then made presentations on 
each successive 25 years of history of 
Khilafat, the spiritual leadership thaf has 
existed in the Ahrnadiyya Muslim 
Community since J908. 

Mr. Ronald Rahim 
Stubbs addressing 

Chino Chief of Police 
Stan Stewart 

Imam Shamshad then explained the 
underlying theme and message, "Khilafat 
is a divinely established institution that 
promotes peace through love for God and 
service to humanity and that unites the 
members of this worldwide community in 
bonds of brotherhood and singleness of 
purpose." 

The celebrations continued with a 
second session with local officials and 
neighbors present. After the customary 
recitation and welcome of the guests, all 
present stood to observe a moment of 
silence in memory of those who serve to 
protect our nation. A short presentation 
was then made to exp lain Khilafat as 
understood and as it exists within the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. Mr. 
Abdur Rahim, himself a convert to lslarri
Ahrnadiyyat explained, "Khilafat-e
Ahmadiyya promotes peace, ob'edience 
and submission to the will of God and 
rejects violence in any form." 

The Chief of Police Mr. Stewart then 
addressed the audience and emphasized 
the need for community involvement. 
Imam Shamshad then. thanked all the 
guests, especially the interfaith friends 
and the police officials who had honored 
the gathering with their presence. These 
proceedings ended with lunch and 
afternoon prayers. 

The celebrations continued on till the 
next day when again the members gathered 
at the various centers in the area to listen 
to the address of Hazrat Mirza Masroor 
Ahmad, the current international head of 
the Community from London, England. 

In his address he reminded the members 
of their duty to God and to humanity and 
urged them to adopt righteous ways 
because the blessmg of Khilafat had been 
promised only to those who have firm 
faith and who do good deeds. 

Masjid Bait-ul-Hamid (909) 627-2252 
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Muslim group marks 100 years 
By Imam Shamshad Nasir 

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community is 
now, by God's Grace, established in 190 coun
tries of the world. This year, all over the 
world, members are celebrating 100 years of 
Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya, the divinely estab
lished spiritual leaaership that began in the 
community in 1908 at the demise of the 
community's Holy Founder, Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, India, may peace 
be on him. May Allah bless all these celebra
tions. Amen! 

What is Khilafat? The Ahmadiyya Muslim 
community believes that the Divine Reformer 
that was to appear in the world in the latter 
days has already come in the person of 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, peace be on 
him. He was the one who, on :'.\farch 23, 
1889, laid the foundation of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim. community and said that the sole 
purpose of establishing this community was 
to bring into being a group of truly righteous 
people infused with the true love of God and 
sympathy for humanity. Having fulfilled his 
mission, the Holy Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community passed aw:1.y on May 26, 
1908. 

The very next day, on May 27, 1908, the 
institution of Khilafat commenced in the 
community exactly as the Holy Quran prom
ises and as mentioned by the Holy Founder 
of the community himself in his book: "The 
Will," written in 1905. 

The members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
community are celebrating the completion of 
100 years of the existence of this spiritual 
leadership among them with great joy and 
thankfulness to God. 

The purpose of these celebrations was 
mentioned beautifully and very succinctly 
recently by the current head of the commu
nity, Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, Khali-

fatul Masih V, the Fifth Successor to the 
Promised Messiah and Imam Mahdi. He was 
attending the annual convention of the 
Ghana Ahmadiyya Muslim community in 
West Africa and because of his presence at 
the occasion more than 100,000 members 
had gathered including many from neighbor
ing countries. More than 300 young men 
traveled by bicycle from the neighboring 
country of Burkina Faso to see their beloved 
imam. 

In one of his addresses he advised the 
members as to how they should celebrate the 
Khilafat centenary. He said: "We will achieve 
the purpose of these Khilafat centenary cele
brations when we take an oath that by way 
of gratitude to God for this immense blessing 
of Khilafat that He has bestowed upon us, we 
shall endeavor to establish an even closer 
relationship with God. That we shall take 
even greater care and pay even more atten
tion to all our acts of worship and in particu
lar to the offering of our five daily prayers. 
This manner of rendering thanks will draw 
even greater blessings of God upon us. The 
verse of the, Holy Quran that follows the one 
in which God promises to establish Khilafat 
among the people who believe and do good 
deeds, discusses this very subject - the estab
Hshment of worship of God and obedience to 
His Messenger. This· establishes, therefore, 
that for us to benefit from the blessings of 
Khilafat it is essential that we establish our
selves in the careful offering of our five daily 
prayers." 

It may here be helpful to correct a 
mis-impression that is prevalent in the world 
today. In the West there is a very negative 
connotation attached with the notion of 
Khilafat, but this connotation does not apply 
to what we understand and believe to be 
Khilafat. The Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya removes 
fear and hate and disorder and rebellion and 
replaces it with peace, understanding, submis
sion, obedience, order and security. 
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100-year milestone 

W e offer our congratulations to the local 
Ahmadiyya Muslim community, this 
weekend celebrating the lObth anniver

sary of that denomination's Khilafat, a spiritual 
period which they believe to have begun the 
day after the death of the foundef) Mirza Ghu
lam Ahmad. 

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA, 
established in 1921, was the first American-Mus
lim organization and is the only Islamic organi
zation to endorse separation of mosque and 
state. This progressive branch of Islam, not rec
ognized by mainstream Muslim sects, categori
cally rejects terrorism in any form. 

Imam Shamshad A. Nasir of the Baitul 
Hameed Mosque in Chino is the local leader of 
the Ahmadiyya community, which will mark 
the centenary Monday in Rancho Cucamonga. 
He is a peace-loving, outgoing religious leader 
who reaches out to other religious organiza
tions and secular institutions. 

Ahmadis espouse a message of peace, love 
and tolerance. They reject armed jihad, follow
ing their religious leader's teaching that "if any
one attacks us we must not attack him and 
should love him." 
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The Ahmadiyya M·uslim Community 
Celebrates 100 years of Khilafat 
(Divine Leadership 1908-2008) 

"World Peace through 
Divine Guidance" 

HOUSTON- Centenary Celebrations of Khilafat 
of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community will take 
place on Saturday, May 31, 2008 at the Baitus 
-Samee-Mosque located at 1333 Spears Road, 
Houston, TX 77067 from 5 pm onwards. 

HH Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad , Khalifatul 
Masih V will address the gathering on the 
occasion. 

For more available on Muslim Television 
Ahmadiyya International, the Community's 24 
hour satellite television station (www.mta.tv); the 
Internet ( www .alislam.org) 

Complete history on Special Issue pages 8-9 

KHILAFAT AHMADIYYA IN THE SERVICE OF ISLAM & HUMANITY 

• Ahmadiyya Muslim Community started in Qadian, (India) in 1889 and today has been 
firmly established in 189 countries of the world and God's prophecy revealed to Hadhrat 
Mirza Ghularn Ahmad of Qadian, The promised Messiah amd Mehdi, " I shall spread 
thy message to all corners of the earth" has been fulfilled. 
Translations of the Holy Qur' an published in more than 60 Major languages of the 
world. 

• Building of schools, hospitals, mosques and centers for spreading the message of Islam 
and service of the humanity at large. 
Broadcasting transmission on Ahmadiyya Muslim Television, MTA, 24 hours a day. 

• Books of Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, Q/A sessions on website www.alislam.org 
• Live Transmission of Friday sermons delivered by head of the worldwide Ahmadiyya 

Muslim Community every Friday. 
• Broadcast of Ahmadiyya Muslim radio programs on 1320 AM in Houston, every 

Saturday and Sunday at 6 pm. 

Baitus -Samee-MosQue of Houston 
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