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Al-Qur'an 

The month of Ramadan is that in which the Qur'an was sent down as a guidance for 
mankind with clear proof of guidance and discrimination. Therefore, wosoever of you is 
present at home in this month, let him fast therein. But whoso is sick or is on a journey, 
shall tastthe same number of other days. Allah desires to give you facility and He desires 
not hardship for you, and that you may complete the number, and that you may exalt 
Allah for His having guided you and that you may be grateful. (2: 186) 

COMMENTARY.· 

Ramadml is the ninth month of the lunar year. The word is derived from Ramada. They 
say Ramada al-Sai'mu. i.e., the inside of the man fasting became very hot with thirst 
owing to fasting (Lane). The month is so named because (I) fasting in this month 
produces heat and burning due to thirst; (2) worship in this month burns away the traces 
of sin in man (Asakir & Mardawaih); and (3) because his devotions in this month produce 
in the heart of man the necessary warmth of love for the Creator and His fellow-beings. 
The name Ramadan is of Islamic origin, the former name of the month being Natiq 
(Qadir). Al-Qur'an is derived from Qara'a which means he reads; he conveyed or 
delivered a message; he collected the thing. Thus Qur'an means: (1) a book which is 
meant to be read. The Qur'an is the most widely read book in the world (Enc. Brit.); (2) a 
book or message which is meant to be conveyed and delivered to the world. The Qur'an is 
the only revealed Book whose Message is absolutely unrestricted; for whereas all other 
revealed Books are meant for specific times and specific peoples, the Qur'an is meant for 
all times and all peoples (34:29); (3) a Book which comprises all truths; the Qur'an is 
indeed a storehouse of knowledge which comprises not only all eternal truths contained 
in the previous revealed Books (98:4), but also all such truths as mankind may stand in 
need of at any time and in any circumstances ( 18: 50). 
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Al-Hadith 
Hadhrat Abu Hurairah,. relates that the Holy Prophet ... said: 

Nothing is more honored in the sight of Allah than a prayer. (Jbni Majah Kitabud 
Du'aj 

Hadhrat Salman Farist narrates that the Holy Prophet- stated: 

Nothing changes Divine determination except prayer and nothing prolongs age 

except good deeds. ( Tinnidh1) 

.. -Hadhrat Ibn 'Umar narrates that the Holy Prophet stated: 

Surely, Prayer benefits in a matter whether it is revealed or not. 0 servants of 
Allah! Hold fast to prayer. ( Tinnidh1) 

One tradition of the Holy Prophet"° regarding Du 'a' is. 

Hadhrat Salman Farist narrates that the Holy Prophet· stated: "God Almighty is 
very Modest, Noble, and Generous. When someone raises his hands towards God 
Almighty, God Almighty feels shy to send the person empty handed and unsuccessful, 
i.e., God Almighty does not reject the prayer done with sincerity of the heart, rather, He 
accepts it." ( Tinnidhi Kita bud Da 'wa( lbni Majah Kitabud Du 'a') 
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SAYIN6SOF 
TH£ PROMISED MESSIAHAS 

Wonders Experienced through Fasting 

Among the wonders of this kind of fasting that I experienced are the fine visions which 
were bestowed upon me during that time. I met some past Prophets and some of the exalted 
Muslim Auliya. Once-in a state of complete wakefulness-I met the Holy Propheflw along 
with Hassanra, Hussainra, Ali'a and Fatimahra. This was not a dream, but something that I ex
perienced in a state of wakefulness. I met many holy people in this manner, but it would take 
long to describe all those meetings. Moreover, I was granted views of spiritual lights that 
were represented in columns of red and green, the beauty of which cannot possibly be de
scribed in words. These columns of light, some of them shining white and others green and 
red, rose straight towards heaven and their sight filled my heart with delight. Nothing can be 
compared to the joy that my heart and soul experienced in beholding these columns. I be
lieve that these columns were a representation of the love between God and man. It was a 
light that proceeded from the heart upwards and there was another light that descended from 
above and the two together took on the shape of a column. These are spiritual matters which 
are beyond the ken of the world. The world cannot recognize them as they are far removed 
from its eyes, but there are some in the world who are made aware of them. In short, due to 
this prolonged fasting, wonders were revealed to me in the form of visions of various kinds 
and forms. 

Physical Discipline and Hardship 

In addition, one benefit that I derived from this prolonged practice of fasting was that 
after having subjected myself to this discipline, I found myself capable of enduring hunger 
and thirst over long periods, if the need should ever arise. I have often thought that if a cor
pulent person, who is also a wrestler, had to starve along with me, he would die before I 
could feel any acute need for food. This experience taught me that one can progress stage by 
stage in starving oneself and that until one's body becomes accustomed to such privations a 
comfort-loving person is f!Ot fit to accomplish stages of spiritual progress. But I would not 
advise everyone to embark upon such a discipline, nor did I do so of my own accord. I have 
known many ignorant dervishes who adopted a course of hard physical di scipline and in the 
end lost their sanity and spent the rest of their lives in madness or became afflicted with vari
ous diseases such as tuberculosis, etc. 

Not all humans possess similar mental faculties. Those whose faculties are naturally 
weak cannot bear any physical discipl ine. Very soon, they are afflicted with some dangerous 
disease. It is better that one should not subject oneself to a rigorous physical discipline on 
one's own. Rather one should adopt the faith of simple people. Of course, if one receives a 
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revelation from God and it is not opposed to the magnificent Shariah of Islam, it must be 
carried out. However, the foolish fakirs of today teach disciplines which do not result in any 
good. One should stay away frorn them. 

Keep in mind that it was on the basis of a clear vision from God Almighty that I carried 
out ligorous physical di scipline for eight or nine months and tasted hunger and thirst. Then I 
stopped its continuous practice, but did revert to it occasionally. 

Spiritual Discipline 

Ail of tbis happened, but there still remained the spiritual discipline. I have also come 
to partake of thjs in these days when I have to endure the Mau/vies with their foul tongue, 
loose talk, declaration of apostasy, and insults and other ignorant ones with their curses and 
foul language. In my opinion, during the thirteen hundred years since the time of the Holy 
Prophet00

w, no one else could have partaken of such treatment. 

Being declared an apostate, I was considered worse than the infidels, Christians and 
atheists. The fools of the nation, through announcements and newspapers, gave me such bad 
names as are not to be found in the case of anyone else. I am, therefore, grateful to Allah that 
I was tested with both kjnds of hardship. 

(Kitabul-Bariyyah, Roohani Klwza'in, vol. 13, pp. 195-201.foomote) 

******* 
Steadfastness of the Holy Prophetsaw 

That Prophet is superior to all other Prophets who is the great Instructor of 
the world, that is to say, he at whose hands the great corruption of the world 
was reformed and who re-established on the earth the Unity of God which had 
been lost and had disappeared. He overcame all false religions by proof and ar
gument and removed the doubts of every misguided one. He provided the true 
means of salvation by teaching the right principles for which it was not neces
sary to crucify an innocent person, or to remove God from His true and eternal 
station and to put Him in the womb of a woman. Thus, his beneficence and his 
grace exceed those of everyone else and his rank is higher than all. History 
points out, and the heavenly Book is a witness, and those who have eyes are 
able to observe, that the Prophet who is thus established as superior to all other 
Prophets is Muhammad, the chosen one (peace and blessings of Allah be on 
hjrn). 

[ Braheen-e-Ahmadiyya, Roohani Khaza 'in, Vol. 1, p. 97, footnote 6] 
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Friday Sermon Delivered by Hadhrat Mirza 
Masroor Ahmad, Khalifatul Masih yaba, 

on September 21, 2007 at 
Masjid Baitul Fatuh London 

<f~tin.3- ~ a wo,ul,Jp du.t:.in.3- wluc.A man. tempot:.a'CiltJ.3-lv~ up a nu.m.l,et:. of 
pe1Un.8t,lb[e t/un.3-t, fo1t tlte t,al<e of #od. 

f}ht>e't.ve 'fr"t in. (ft.gm.adan. to enltan.ce IJ.OU't. !ipl'CltuailtlJ., 
Qn tlu!i montlt, one t>ltould !iklve to offe'r. t>alat in. t>uc.A a wa, tltat pu'tl.fl~ 

tlte t>elf. 

<fllon3- witlt 'fr"tin.3- in. (ft.gm.a.dan. an.d pe1r.fo'unin.3- wo'U/,Jp an.d offe'r.in.3-
man.dato't/j. and t>upplementa't/j. t>alat wltlt 11t.eate'r. focw an.d in. a mot:.e at
kactiYe manne'C., we t>ltould a.ho i'r/j. to Ii.ave an. ln.ct:.~ed focw on tlte t:.ecl

tatlon and un.de1Utan.di.n.3, tlte mean.in.3-t> of tlte cfto'tJ. Q.u'r. 'an.. 

,. ,. ,. ,. , , * r~ i:..J..bl ~ , .:..,l') .-.. ~ ~Lt.b '4~ ., 
- , '"" ,. . 
~ :...,..;ils .::,~ :.-S...1,3iC: r_;...:~ .::,r..,,·~ ~ 

- _, ,'- _, - 9IJ , ,. 

..,..:.41r ~ <llt ~ "' , ~ r ~~r ~ o~ ~ 
; - ,. JI' - ,. ,_ - , , 

r~.Jj<i.t; ~~r r..,t~<i.t; ~ r ~ ~~ "I..; 

Hazooraba recited verses · 
185-186 of Surah Al
Baqarah and gave the 
translation: 

"The prescribed fast
ing is for a fixed number of 
days, but whoso among you 
is sick or on journey shall 

fast the same number of 
other days, and for those 
who are able to fast only 
with great difficulty is an 
expiation-the feeding of a 
poor man. And whoso per
forms a good work with 
willing obedience, it is bet
ter for him. And fasting is 

good for you, if you only 
knew. The month of Rama
dan is that in which the 
Qur' an was sent down as a 
guidance for mankind with 
clear proofs of guidance 
and discrimination. There
fore, whosoever of you is 
present at home in this 
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month, let him fast therein. 
But whosoever is sick or on 
a journey, shall fast the 
same number of other days. 
Allah desires to give you 
facility and He desires not 
hardship for you, and that 
you may complete the num
ber, and that you may exalt 
Allah for His having guided 
you and that you may be 
grateful." 

Hazooraba said: 

In the last sermon, it 
was mentioned that Allah 
the Exalted has made fast
ing obligatory which is a 
rigorous endeavor and it is 
only through such endeavor 
that one develops in Taqwa 
(fear of God's displeasure) 
and attains neamess to Al
lah the Exalted. Allah the 
Exalted has described its 
detail in the next verse that 
I also recited. These few 
days have been reserved for 
your training and to make 
you a striver to obtain the 
real objective of life, i.e. to 
become a true servant of 
Allah the Exalted. Though 
fasting which is a rigorous 
endeavor has been pre
scribed for every Muslim, 
but Allah the Exalted does 
not impose unjust hardship 
upon His servants. Some
times hardship is needed, 
but fasting is not an unjust 
hardship as it is the best 
means to attain Taqwa. 
However, fasting is pre
scribed only for those who 
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possess the strength to ob
serve it. For those who are 
unable to keep fast due to 
some unforeseen circum
stances, an urgent travel, or 
a sickness that makes fast
ing harder, Allah the Ex
alted said, 

Make up the missing fasts 
at some other time. 

Therefore no one 
should think that if he got 
sick, or had to travel and 
cannot fast in the prescribed 
days, he is excused from 
fasting. Tb.is should not be 
so if you want to progress 
in faith and have Allah the 
ExaJted's Taqwa in your 
heart. If you desire to win 
the pleasure of Allah the 
Exalted, then it is a must for 
you to make up for the 
missed fasts when you re
gain health, or afterwards if 
you missed because of an 
urgent travel. This is how a 
muttaqi (the one who has 
Taqwa) is recognized. The 
exemption given by Allah 
the Exalted is only applica
ble until the condition ex
ists for which the exemp
tion was granted. It should 

· also be remembered that the 
sickness has to be a real 
painful sickness, and should 
not just be an excuse to skip 
fasts. The daily commute to 
work is not considered 
travel. Similarly if someone 
is a driver, then daily driv-
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ing is not considered travel. 
I am clarifying it as a par
ticular section of people 
look for excuses to skip 
fasts especially m those 
countries that have tough 
seasons. 

Allah the Exalted has pro
vided us an opportunity in 
these days to safeguard us 
from spiritual and other 
weaknesses related to our 
conduct with others, which 
we should fully avail of. 
Allah the Exalted cares 
about His true servants, the 
servants who look for ways 
to please Him. Therefore 
He granted exemption to 
the sick and the travelers. 
Then He says that the ones 
who do not have the 
strength to keep fasts 
should pay fidya, and their 
fidya is to feed a poor per
son. It is also good for those 
people to participate in 
fidya who can fast at a later 
time as it is supplementary 
act and is better for you. 
However, if one's health is 
restored, or the particular 
condition they faced disap
pears, then it is necessary to 
keep fasts after Ramadan in 
spite of having given the 
fidya. This wilJ bring real 
reward to you. 

Hadhrat Promised 
Messiah35 said at one place, 
"Here those people are 
meant who would never be 
able to fast." There are two 
types of people; one who 
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were sick and their tempo
rary sickness is gone, and 
second, the one who have a 
permanent ailment and may 
not ever be able to fast. He 
said, "It is permissible to 
miss fasts for the ones who 
do not expect ever to fast, e. 
g. an elderly and weak per
son, a weak pregnant wo
man, who is unable to fast 
for an entire year because 
of nursing her baby. They 
should give fidya. Other 
than these people, it is not 
permissible for others to be 
considered exempted from 
fasting by merely paying 
fidya.'' 

(Badr, Volume 6, Number 
43, October 24, 1907, p.3) 

So, when the Prom
ised Messiah85 said "merely 
paying fidya", it means that 
ordinarily fidya could even 
be given for minor or tem
porary ailments, and this is 
exactly what Allah says that 
it is better for you as a sup
plementary act. So, Allah 
the Exalted made fasting 
mandatory for the sake of 
taqwa, but as Islam is a re
ligion attuned to human na
ture, therefore it didn't 
strictly stipulate the attain
ment of taqwa and winning 
Allah's pleasure to fasting. 
One is advised to take ad
vantage of the exemptions 
from fasting, which is a rig
orous practice under natural 
inevitable conditions while 
observing taqwa, and not to 
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look for excuses to miss 
fasting. The expiation for 
fasting is to feed the poor. 
But the consideration 
should not be that one has 
enough money, and is well
to-do, therefore it is easier 
to feed the poor and thus 
they could gain reward 
without fasting. This is nei
ther taqwa, nor does it 
please Allah the Exalted. If 
Allah the Exalted says 
about the salat offered out 
of ill-intentions that it 
would be thrown back at 
the faces of the people, 
similarly the fidya given out 
of ill-intentions will also be 
thrown back at the faces of 
the people. 

Hadbrat Promised 
Messiahas says, "Fidya is 
for those who may never 
have the strength to fast, 
otherwise thoughts of re
sorting to mere fidya by 
those who could fast after 
restoration of health opens 
the door of xxx." 

This implies open
ing doors for self-concocted 
justifications and explana
tions. Hadhrat Promised 
Messiah115 said, "The relig
ion that does not have rigor
ous practices in it has no 
value before us. Thus, it is a 
major sin to take off the 
load from our shoulders en
trusted to us by Allah the 
Exalted. Allah the Exalted 
says that those who en
deavor in Our path are 
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guided." 

(Badr, Volume 6, Number 
43, October 24, 1907, p.3) 

Thus when one 
looks for excuses to find 
easy course and comfort, 
one digresses away from 
religion. We should always 
keep in mind the instruc
tions of Allah the Exalted: 

, , ,, J • J~ , 

j • 'I!: :,..tr 01 ~,. ~ I• '• 1 
• 

~ • p>- )'* yJJ 

It is better if one per
forms a good deed with 
hea1t-felt pleasure and in 
obedience. If you possess 
knowledge, you would ap
preciate that fasting is bet
ter for you. 

According to one 
Hadith, the Holy Prophetsaw 
said that in addition to 
one's spiritual develop
ment, fasting is necessary 
for our physical health as 
well which is confirmed by 
today's science and the 
physicians. 

Therefore every Muslim 
should first keep this in 
mind that fasting has been 
prescribed for the sake of 
taqwa and rigor is neces
sary to attain taqwa. Sacri
fice in the path of God is 
necessary for attaining His 
pleasure. We should talce 
advantage of the exemp
tions that Allah the Exalted 
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has granted us as a favor 
looking at our condition 
and inabilities but should 
not exceed the limits. 

Hadhrat Promised Mes
siah85 said, 

heart 
"The 
looks 

one, whose 
forward to 

Ramadan so he could fast , 
will not be deprived of the 
(blessings of) fast in the 
heaven if an ailment pre
vents him from fasting in 
Ramadan. There are many 
people in this world who 
are used to making excuses 
and think that they would 
be able to deceive God the 
way they deceive other peo
ple in the world. The ones 
who are accustomed to 
making excuses look for is
sues and add other tangen
tial details to justify them
selves, but they are not jus
tified before God the Ex
alted. As far as the ancillary 
discussions are considered, 
they could go on forever. If 
one desires, one couJd offer 
salat in sitting position for 
his entire life and never 
keep fast, but God is aware 
of everyone's intentions. 
God the Exalted knows the 
one who has a pure heart, 
and He rewards him more 
as He appreciates the heart
felt pain. The people who 
make excuses depend on 
self-concocted justifications 
but these explanations have 
no value before God the 
Exalted." The Promised 
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Messiah85 said, "When I 
fasted for six months, once 
a group of prophets met me 
(in a vision). They asked 
me why I had put myself 
through such hardship, and 
advised me to abandon it." 
Promised Messiah85 said, 
"So when man puts himself 
through hardship for the 
sake of God, He, very com
passionately says like par
ents that why he has put 
himself through hardship." 

(Malfoozat, Volume 2, 
p.564, New Edition) 

This is the true spirit 
that should be observed for 
fasting. Every believer and 
Ahmadi should try to pro
duce this spirit and senti
ments in him. We should 
always refrain from making 
excuses. All of us may un
derstand this teaching and 
spirit! All of us may benefit 
from the grand guidance 
that Allah the Exalted sent 
to us in the form of the 
Holy Qur'an. The matters 
described in the Holy 
Qur'an are not without pur
pose. Every injunction of 
Allah the Exalted has a pur
pose and it is for our bene
fit. It encompasses all those 

· things that increase us in 
spirituality and improve our 
conduct with others. The 
Glorious Qur'an also con
tains descriptions that are 
related to worldly disci
plines and it is also full of 
supporting arguments. 
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The Glorious Qur' an 
not only proves its superior
ity over previous religions, 
its treasures of knowledge 
and enlightenment also en
compass future fields of 
knowledge. There is no 
such discipline which is not 
mentioned in the Holy 
Quran. It provides informa
tion about disciplines that 
are being authenticated to
day, which an ordinary 
Muslim reader of the Holy 
Qur' an of fourteen centu
ries ago had no knowJedge 
or awareness of. Descrip
tion of these treasures that 
are gathered in the Holy 
Qu'an and the injunctions 
of God the Exalted is an
other topic which will not 
be discussed here as I am 
only discussing the matters 
related to Ramadan. 

Allah the Exalted 
says in the next verse that I 
also recited, 

that it is the month of 
Ramadan in which and 
about which the Holy 
Quran was sent. This is the 
month in which the revela
tion of the Holy Qur'an 
started. The narrators of 
Ahadith date the start of 
revelation of the HoJy 
Qur' an to the month of 
Ramadan in spite of differ
ences on exact dates. The 
first revelation was, 
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m which Allah the Exalted 
instructed the Holy Prophet
saw to say in the name of Lord 
Who created him. Thus the 
first revelation calls our at
tention towards the creation 
of the entire universe and 
everything by God the Ex
alted and therefore He de
serves to be worshiped. At 
the end of this Surah (Surah 
Alaq), it is mentioned that 
prostration and prayers are 
the means to attain nearness 
of Allah. 

The revelation of the 
Holy Qur'an in Ramadan, 
which is a source for attain
ing nearness to Allah, re
minds us to focus on worship 
and beautifying our prayers 
in gratitude to Allah the Ex
alted. One of the worships 
described by God is fasting 
in the month of Ramadan. 
This is such an endeavor and 
an effort about which God 
the Exalted said that He Him
self is the reward for it. 
Therefore these few verses 
repeatedly describe its details 
and injunctions so a believer 
does not underestimate its 
importance. It was also men
tioned in the earlier verse that 
if one does not have the 
strength to keep fast (in 
Ramadan) then one should 
complete fasting in other 
days as fasting is mandatory. 
Before mentioning that fast
ing is mandatory, the reveal-

10 

ing of Qur' an was men
tioned and it was mentioned 
that Qur' an is a source of 
guidance. After this, it was 
mentioned that fasting is 
mandatory, and if one is un
able to fast in Ramadan, the 
missed fasts should be com
pleted afterwards. Fasting is 
repeatedly mentioned in the 
Holy Qur' an because of its 
importance. Fasting is a 
form of worship which is a 
means of our reformation. 
Fasting reforms once ac
tions; one is saved from 
many vices for the sake of 
God; one gives up many le
gitimate things temporarily 
for God, therefore Allah the 
Exalted declared Himself as 
its reward. All these things 
including the details of 
worship and the pros and 
cons of the good and bad 
deeds are described in the 
Holy Qur'an by Allah the 
Exalted. It is said in the 
Holy Qur'an, 

That the Qur' an that 
has been revealed in Rama
dan, or about Ramadan is a 
grand book. It is 

It contains guidance 
for the entire mankind. It 
has guidance for man of all 
ages. No new shariah (law) 
is needed now. The shariah 
has been completed now, 
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but only for the one who is 
ready to receive guidance 
and draw benefit from it. 
Otherwise tbe ones who are 
determined to be unjust, and 
are treating their own self un
justly are not causing any 
damage to the religion, they 
are being unjust only to 
themselves. They are still at 
loss after listening to the 
Qur' an. This guidance is for 
the one who wants to receive 
this guidance with good in
tention. It is said about this 
guidance, 

That this guidance has 
arguments to distinguish 
truth from falsehood and it 
has clear signs. The one who 
does not believe even after 
looking at these arguments 
and clear signs is unfortu
nate. Those who believe in 
this book are fortunate ones. 
This book is a source of 
guidance for the entire man
kind. It not only claims to 
contain guidance, but it also 
enjoins to act upon it. Where 
it has the injunctions, it also 
describes the benefits for act
ing upon them. It also dis
cusses the consequences of 
not acting upon it. It de
scribes the consequences of 
doing bad things. We are for
tunate that we accepted this 
Qur' an that also provides 
proof for its truth. It proves 
that Islam is the last and the 
perfect religion. It provides 
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proof for being the book of 
shariah. It does not reject 
the falsehood by merely 
calling it falsehood. It also 
provides arguments for the 
falsehood of all false relig
ions. So Allah the Exalted 
said that when you got such 
a book, then you should 
strive hard to become His 
servant. You should act 
upon the guidance given to 
you by Allah the Exalted in 
order to become His servant 
of higher order. One of the 
guidance is to fast in Rama
dan to increase one's spiri
tuality. When your spiritu
ality increases because of 
these fasts, then you attain 
nearness of Allah the Ex
alted. Extol Allah the Ex
alted. He has done a great 
favor upon us by including 
us in this group that strives 
to attain His pleasure. He 
included us among those 
people who did not look at 
Qur' an despairing! y and 
who did not turn a blind eye 
and a deaf ear to His in
structions, instead they try 
to act upon His teachings. If 
we act upon the injunctions 
of the Holy Qur'an, benefit 
from the teachings sent by 
Allah the Exalted in the 
Holy Qur'an, then Allah the 
Exalted will enable us to do 
good deeds according to 
His promise. He will give 
us unlimited reward for 
fasting. 

Another considera
tion for Ramadan is that Al-
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lab the Exalted not only 
sent the Holy Qur'an with 
perfect and complete guid
ance to enable us to act 
upon Allah the Exalted' s 
instructions, but also re
minded us every year that 
this guidance came in this 
month, or its revelation 
started in this month. So, 
where it draws our attention 
to raise the standard of our 
worship in gratitude by 
fasting which is a vigorous 
endeavor, we should also 
increase the standard of our 
conduct to other people. We 
should also act upon all the 
injunctions to escape from 
the bad effects of the self 
and attain nearness of God 
the Exalted. 

Hadhrat Promised Mes
siah85 says at a place that 

indicates the grandeur of 
the month of Ramadan.. The 
Sufis have written that this 
month is great for the 
enlightenment of the heart. 
Blessed visions are fre
quently experienced in this 
month. Salat purifies the 
self and fasting enlightens 
the heart. The purification 

· of self means that one gets 
away from the lust of the 
Nafs-e-Ammarah (the self 
that incites)." It distances us 
from it. "The enlightenment 
of the heart means that door 
of blessed visions opens up 
for us to see God." 
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So we should fully 
benefit from the ambience 
that Allah the Exalted has 
provided for us in this 
month. We should try to of
fer such salat in this month 
that purifies our self. If 
every salat provides cathar
sis of self, only then cou.ld 
we step towards the purifi
cation of self. If every salat 
is offered in complete obe
dience to the instructions of 
Allah the Exalted and by 
completely freeing oneself 
from any non-godly thou
ghts, only then would it 
help in the purification of 
self. If every salat is of
fered with the thought that 
one is present before Allah 
the Exalted, and He is see
ing us, then we would step 
promptly towards the puri
fication of self. It would pu
rify the self of only those 
who fear their God in pri
vate, and who appear before 
AlJah with the thought and 
prayers, "O Allah! You 
have provided us the oppor
tunity to witness this Ranw
dan, now enable us to bene
fit from its blessings, and 
enable us to off er salat to 
obtain Your pleasure and 
free us from the impurities 
of our self." 

The beautiful offer
ing of salat in the ambience 
of Ramadan will purify our 
self. Man can distance him
self the farthest and the 
fastest from the Nafs-e
Ammarah that draws every 
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man to evil under the influ
ence of Satan as the Satan 
is restrained in this month. 
So the salat that is offered 
pure] y to distance oneself 
from Satan for the sake of 
attaining nearness of Allah 
the Exalted becomes a 
source of moving one thro
ugh the stages of Nafs-e
Lawwama (reproving self) 
to the final destination of 
Nafs-e-Mutma'innah (soul 
at rest). When we offer 
salat with these thoughts 
and it is accompanied by 
the vigor of fasting, and is 
strengthened by supplemen
tary prayers, as a result, Al
lah the Exalted exposes 
Himself to one according to 
one's capacity. 

From 

we should also remember 
that though the Qur' anic 
revelation (as mentioned 
before) started in this 
month, and the revelation 
continued in other months 
of the year after that, but 
Hadhrat Gabrielas revised 
the entire Holy Qur'an re
vealed up to that point in 
the month of Ramadan . 
every year. This was either 
a special blessing because 
the Holy Qur'an was re
vealed during this month, or 
it was a great blessing of 
the month of Ramadan that 
the part of the Holy Qur'an 

12 

that was revealed that year 
or that was revealed up to 
that time was revised dur
ing this month. 

Hadhrat Aishabra nar
rates that the Holy Prophet
saw said to Hadhrat Fati
mah111 that Hadhrat Gabrie
las revised the Holy Qur'an 
twice during the last Rama
dan of his life. Therefore 
we should consider from 
this aspect as well that 
where we are fasting in the 
month of Ramadan, and 
trying to offer our manda
tory and supplementary 
salat in a more attractive 
manner, we should also fo
cus on the recitation of the 
Holy Qur' an and try to un
derstand its translation and 
meanings. Arrangements 
for dars (lecture) of the 
Holy Qur' an are made here 
and other places as well. 
We should focus on listen
ing to the dars. As I have 
mentioned before, we 
should try our best to read 
the injunctions of the Holy 
Qur' an and enforce them 
upon us. Only then would 
we truly benefit from the 
blessings of Ramadan and 
win His pleasure and after 
extolling Him we would be 
considered among His 
grateful servants. May Al
lah the Exalted enable us to 
benefit from all blessings of 
Ramadan! 

****** 
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HADITH 
Hadhrat Abu Hurairahra 

relates that the Holy 
Prophetsaw said: "While a 
man was walking through a 
barren tract of land he heard 
a voice proceeding from a 
cloud saying, 'Water the 
garden of So and So.' 
Thereupon the cloud advan
ced in a certain direction and 
poured its water over a rocky 
plot of land. The streamlets 
flowed into a large 1ivulet. 
This man followed the rivulet 
till it went around a garden. 
He saw the owner of the 
garden standing in its midst 
working with his spade 
spreading the water. He 
asked him, 'Servant of Allah, 
what is your name?' He told 
him his name, which was the 
same that he had heard from 
the cloud. The owner of the 
garden then asked him, 
'Servant of Allah, why did 
you ask me my name?' He 
answered, 'I heard a voice 
from the cloud from which 
this water has come, saying, 
'Water the garden of So and 
So; and I would like to know 
what do you do with it.' He 
said, 'Now that you ask me I 
will tell you. I estimate the 
produce of the garden, then 
give away one third in 
charity, use one third for my 
family and self and restore 
one third to the fields.' " 

(Muslim kitabuu.uhad bab 
sadaqah filmasakin) 



July - August 2009 13 Ahmadiyya Gazette USA 

FASTING IN ISLAM 
Fasting is an impor

tant pillar of Islam. This act 
of devotion suppresses 
temptations, cultivates pa
tience and instills zeal to 
obey Allah. 

The Promised Messiahas 
has said: 

"A religion without 
hardship and trials is devoid 
of potential for accomplish
ing reformation." 

(Fatawa Ahmadiyya, p.183) 

Fasting literally means 
"abstention". In Islamic ter
minology Saum (fasting) 
means abstention from eat
ing, drinking and sexual in
tercourse from dawn to 
dusk, with an intention of 
religious devotion. 

Allah, the Almighty, 
says in the Holy Qur'an: 

"And eat and drink un
til the white thread be
comes distinct to you 
from the black thread of 
the dawn. Then com
plete the fast until the 
nightfall." (2: 188) 

Abstention from eating, 
drinking and conjugal rela
tions, in obedience to Di
vine command, symboli
cally stands for warning to 
guard us from impulses of 
all kinds of vices and evil 
tendencies. The Holy 

Prophet Muhammadsaw is 
reported to have said: 

"He who does not aban
don falsehood and false ac
tions in state of fast, Allah 
has no need that he should 
abandon his food and 
drink." 

(Bukhari, p. 255) 

This Hadith simply con
veys that if the real purpose 
of fasting is eclipsed, mere 
hunger and thirst cannot be 
beneficial. The Holy Proph
et Muhammad53

"', remarked 
at another occasion: 

"Fasting not only im
plies abstaining from eating 
and drinking but also from 
all type of gossip and ob
scene talk. Should anyone 
revile or seek to pick a 
quarrel with a fasting per
son, he should suppress his 
anger and respond: "I am 
observing the fast". If any
one utters abusive and in
sulting words, while fast
ing, his hunger and thirst 
would go in vain." 

(Darmy with reference to 
Mishkat, p. 177 

PURPOSE OF 
ISLAMIC FAST 

The main purpose of the 
prescribed fasting is soul-
purification through self
denial and self-discipline. 

In fasting, one abandons all 
sorts of permissible pleas
ures, shuns all types of pro
hibited things and concen
trates on good deeds . 

The following words of 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih, 
ura emphasize the same as
pect: 

"Fasting does not aim to 
torture individuals with 
pangs of hunger and thirst. 
If hunger or thirst could 
have bestowed Paradise on 
humans , even the worst 
type of non-believers or 
hypocrites would have ven
tured to enter Paradise by 
abstaining from food and 
drink till death. It is ex
tremely difficult to bring 
about a moral and spiritual 
revolution in one's life, 
which is the main objective 
of the institution of fasting. 
People are used to hunger 
and thirst during strikes in 
prisons or for pressing their 
demands. Brahmans (a 
priestly class in India) have 
been employing this tech
nique to force their follow
ers to obey them. Experi
encing hunger or thirst does 
not constitute a supreme 
sacrifice. Hence it is not 
the real purpose of fasting. 

The real purpose of 
fasting in Ramadan is that 
the believers should be 
fully prepared to abandon 
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everything for the sake of Al
lah. The discipline of hunger 
and thirst is merely symbolic. 
A believer is prepared to ab
stain from eating, drinking 
and sexual gratification for 
Allah's sake. When he can 
easily and willingly surrender 
what is lawful and permitted, 
he would not be tempted to 
violate Allah's prohibitions. 
Suppose the blessed month 
of Ra,nadan ensues and ends 
but we keep on saying: how 
can we leave our natural 
rights in this month? In that 
case we would not benefit 
from the blessings of Rama
dan. Ramadan comes to re
mind us that the blessed time 
has come that we should 
abandon even our lawful 
rights for Allah's sake." 

(Al-Fazl, March 30, 1926, p. 
5-6) 

Hadhrat KhaUfatul Masih 
era once remarked: 

"He who leaves his own 
possessions, whose use is 
neither legally nor morally 
prohibited, for Allah's sake, 
would never cast a glance at 
the things which belong to 
others. Naturally he would 
never harbor the desire of us
ing things which have been 
declared unlawful by Allah." 

(Al-Faz/, December 17, 
1966, p. 8) 

Religiously speaking, 
fasting not only purifies the 
soul but also illumines the 
heart to experience spiritual 
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enlightenment. Fasting be
stows many important 
physical, moral and social 
advantages. It equips us 
with an ever-increasing en
ergy to penetrate in the 
spiritual realm. Fasting is a 
kind of spiritual food. Ma
terial food nourishes and 
sustains our body. This 
spiritual food (fasting) puri
fies and fortifies our soul. 
The Qur'anic verse "And 
the fasting is good for you, 
if you only knew" (2: I 85) 
refers to it. 

The Holy Qur' an pre
sents fasting as a time
honored confinned pre
scription for attainment of 
self-purification and right
eousness: 

"O ye who believe! 
Fasting is prescribed 
for you as it was pre
scribed for those who 
were before you, so that 
you may guard again.st 
evil." (2: 184) 

There are four things 
which are sources of all re
bellious tendencies: 

(1) Eating 
(2) Consumption of bever

ages 
· (3) Lust 

(4) Wishing to avoid hard 
work and exertion. 

All other actions and 
situations are the offshoots 
of the above culprits. Since 
all other rebellious acts 
sprout from Lhe above-
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mentioned four things, Islam 
has sought to harness them 
by prescribing obligatory 
fasting. Imagine a man who 
does not wish to work bard; 
to earn a lawful income, 
rather he prefers to have 
money by hook or by crook. 
If he fasts, it would become 
practically difficult for him 
to pursue that course of ac
tion. He has to devote a ma
jor part of night in worship. 
Moreover he has to get up 
early for taking the meal be
fore fasting (sahoor) and has 
to refrain from idle talk and 
obscene language and other 
bad deeds during fasting. 
Moreover he is exposed to 
this rigorous discipline 
throughout Ramadan and be
comes used to it. Naturally a 
great change is silently 
wrought in his thinking. 
Likewise he has to abandon 
eating, drinking and coition 
in the state of fast, from 
dawn to sunset. Practically he 
is liberated from the bondage 
of those powerful impulses, 
which generally lead to sin. 

(Al-Faz/, December 17, 
1966) 

Fasting has physical ad
vantages too. It bestows on a 
practicing believer a great 
deal of patience and fortitude 
to face tribulations and diffi
culties. At times, certain food 
restrictions are imposed as 
medical necessity. If the prin
ciple of moderation is fol
lowed, it ensures good heal
th. Tn other words, fasting is 
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a source of righteousness 
from the spiritual point of 
view and at the same time 
ensures good health, incul
cates excellent morals, pre
serves chastity, honesty, in
tegrity, virtuous conduct, 
patience and courage. It 
generates sympathy in the 
heart by creating a soft cor
ner for the poor and less 
fortunate segments of soci
ety. That is how fasting 
helps to promote economic 
and social harmony. 

HIGHRANKAND 
REWARD FOR 

FASTING 

A well-known Hadith
e-Qudsi reads: 

"Allah says that man 
undertakes many things for 
his own sake but observes 
the fast for My sake and I 
shall bestow the reward for 
it. He undertakes the fast, 
gives up his food, drink and 
desire for My sake." 

(Bukhari, p. 255) 

The Holy Prophet Mu
hammadsaw remarked: 

''By Him in whose 
hands is the life of Muham
mad, the breath of one who 
is fasting is purer in the 
sight of Allah than the fra
grance of musk." 

(Bukhari, p. 255) 

Another Hadith reads: 

"He who observes mid-
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night prayer and fasts in 
Ramadan, with the intention 
of satisfying all the require
ments of faith, his/her previ
ous sins are pardoned." 

(Bukhari, p. 260) 

KINDS OF FASTS 

The Holy Qur'an and 
Hadith refer to different 
kinds of fasts, which can be 
divided into two classes: 

1. Obligatory fasts 
2. Voluntary fasts 

OBLIGATORY 
FASTS 

1. Prescribed fasts in the 
month of Ramadan, 

2. Omitted fasts of Rama 
dan which must be un
dertaken, 

3. Fast for atoning 'Zih
ar' (Uttering some
thing which has the eff
ect of of a divorce; say
ing to your wife, you are 
like a mother to me). 

4. Fast for atoning uninte 
tional murder 

5. Sixty consecutive fasts 
as penalty for breaking 
a prescribed fast inten 
tionally. 

. 6. Atonement fast for 
breaking an oath. 

7. Fasting to honor a vol
untary pledge to fast. 

8. Fasts associated with 
Hajj-e-Tammatu and 
H ajj-e-Qiran. 

9.Penalty fasts for hunting 
in the state of Jhram. 
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10. Penalty fasts for shav
ing head in state of 
lhram. 

VOLUNTARY FASTS 

1. Six fasts in the month of 
Shawwal. (These fasts 
are kept starting on 2nd 
Shawwal, i.e., the day 
after the Eidul Fitr). 

2. Fast on the day of 
Ashura. (Fast on 10th of 
the month of Muharam). 

3. Fasts observed by 
Prophet Dawud35, i.e. 
fasting on alternate 
days. 

4. Fasting on the day of 
Arafa (i.e. 9•h Zil-Hajj). 

5. Fasting on 13th, 14th 
and 15th day of every 
lunar month of Islamic 
calendar. 

FASTING IN 
RAMADHAN 

The Holy Qur' an refers 
to Ramadan as a blessed 
month. The revelation of 
the Holy Qur'an ensued in 
the month of Ramadan. 

"The month of Ramadan 
is that in which the 
Qur'an was revealed as 
a guidance for mankind 
with clear proofs of 
guidance and judgment 
(between right and 
wrong)." (2:186) 

The Holy Prophet Mu-
h dsaw · d am.ma 1s reporte to 
have said about the month 
of Ramadan: 
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"When Ramadan ar
rives, the gates of Paradise 
are opened and the gates of 
Hell are locked up and Sa
tans are put in chains." 

(Bukhari - p. 255) 

Ramadan is the month 
of Divine blessings and 
mercy. The Holy Prophet 
Muhammadsaw used to de
vote a lot of time, energy 
and money in supplications 
and charity. 

OBLIGATION TO 
FAST 

Every adult, sane and 
capable (healthy) Muslim 
male and female is bound to 
fast in the month of Rama
dan. Travelers and sick per
sons are exempted with the 
condition that they should 
complete the omitted days 
of fasting later on (before 
the advent of the next 
Ramadan). The following 
categories of people are ex
cused from fasting on the 
condition that they should 
pay expiation (Fidya) by 
feeding a poor man for each 
omitted fast. 

1. The sick and the aged 
and infirm who have no 
hope of having a chance 
to observe fasting in 
Ramadan. 

2. Expectant ladies and 
nursing mothers who 
breast-feed their bab
ies. 
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The Holy Qur'an says: 

"But whosoever 
among you is sick or is 
on a journey shall fast 
the same number of 
other days, and for 
those who are able to 
fast only with great dif
ficulty is an expiation -
the feeding of a poor 
man. " (2: 185) 

BEGINNING OF 
THE FASTING· 

MONTH 

The following Hadith of 
the Holy Prophet Muham
madsaw deals with this issue: 

"Do not start fasting 
without observing the cres
cent ( of Ramadan)" 

(Bukhari, p. 255) 

It has two aspects: 

(a) Observing with eyes 
(b) Observing as a result of 

knowledge 

The sight of the crescent 
moon, on a clear day, by a 
single honest and depend
able individual is legally 
sufficient to start fasting. 
The consequent announce
ment of the start of Rama
dan in the electronic media 
(radio, TV) is valid. The 
completion of 30 days of 
Sha'ban (month preceding 
Ramadan) is also a valid 
reason. Knowledgeable au
thorities can decide the 
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matter and guide the com
munity accordingly. 

However it is important 
to take into account the as
pect of the horizon while 
considering the astronomi
cal appearance of the cres
cent at a particular location. 
Such sighting of the cres
cent applies to only those 
areas or regions, which 
share the same horizon and 
are not too far away. For 
example, Pakistan and the 
United Kingdom do not 
have the same horizon and 
are separated by thousands 
of miles. The observing of 
the Ramadan crescent in 
England will not be binding 
on people living in Paki
stan. 

INTENTION (NIYYA) 
FOR FASTING 

It is necessary that one 
should intend to keep the 
fast as a religious obliga
tion. The Holy Prophet Mu
hammadsaw is reported to 
have said: 

"He who fasts without 
having an intention for 
observing fast, prior to 
Fajr, is without a fast." 

(Tinnidhi, p. 87) 

There is no fixed set of 
words to be used as the dec
laration of intention. Inten
tion or Niyya is actually the 
existence of that finn deter
mination to refrain from 
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eating, drinking, etc., for 
the purpose of fasting. For a 
voluntary fast, one can 
make intention up to Zuhr 
Prayer provided he/she has 
not tasted a food or a drink 
up to that time. The same 
applies to Ramadan fast in 
case of a genuine circum
stance. 

TIME TO START 
AND END THE FAST 

The Holy Qur'an says: 

"And eat and drink 
until the white thread 
becomes distinct to you 
from the black thread of 
dawn. Then complete 
the fast till night
fall." (2: 188) 

The following Hadith 
of The Holy Prophet Mu
hammadsaw deals with the 
same subject: 

"When the night ap
proaches and the day re
treats and the sun has set, 
the one observing the fast 
breaks it." 

(Tirmidhi, p. 88) 

Keeping fast with some 
food around midnight or 
without taking meals at 
dawn is not in accordance 
with the practice (Swmah) 
of the Holy Prophet Mu
hammadsaw. The showering 
of Divine blessings is asso
ciated with following the 
practice of the Holy Proph
etsow, which is partaking of 
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meals before breaking of 
dawn, known as "sahoor". 
The Holy Prophetsow ad
vised his companions with 
the following words: 

"Take breakfast before 
the fast begins, there is 
blessing in breakfast." 

(Bukha,i, p. 257) 

Nowadays we can eas
ily estimate the time for the 
breaking of dawn (time to 
stop eating) with reference 
to the time of sunrise. It is 
an hour and twenty-two 
minutes before the sunrise. 
The next activity is the Fajr 
prayer. The time between 
the two (end of Sahoor and 
start of Fajr prayer) is 
roughly equal to the time 
spent on the recitation of 
fifty verses of The Holy 
Qur'an. 

END OF THE FAST 

Soon after the sunset, 
one should hasten to break 
the fast. Unnecessary delay 
in breaking the fast is not a 
correct attitude. The Holy 
Prophet Muhammad83

w is 
reported to have said: 

"My people will adhere 
to good as long as they do 
not delay in breaking the 
fast." 

(Bukhari, p. 263) 

Another Hadith nar
rated by Abdullah lbn Au
fara gives some interesting 
details: 
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"We were with the 
Holy Prophetsaw in the 
course of a journey, when 
he was observing a volun
tary fast. When the sunset 
came he said to someone: 
so and so, dismount and 
prepare the food for us. He 
answered: Messenger of Al
lah if you would let it be 
dark. He repeated: Dis
mount and prepare the 
Aftari (food) for us. The 
man said: there is daylight 
still. The Holy Prophetsaw 
said a third time: Dismount 
and prepare the Aftari for 
us. On this the man dis
mounted and brought him 
the Aftari. The Holy Proph
elsow ate of it and pointing 
to the East said: When you 
perceive the night ap
proaching from that direc
tion let the one observing 
the fast break it." 

(Muslim, p. 456) 

Breaking the fast with 
dates, milk or water is the 
practice (Swmah) of the 
Holy Prophet'3w. Salman 
Ibn Amir Dhabira relates 
that the Holy Prophet Mu
hammadsaw said: 

"Break your fast with a 
date, or else with water for 
it is pure." 

(Tirmidhi, p. 87-88) 

The following prayer 
should be recited at the time 
of breaking the fast: 

"O Al !ah I observed the 
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fast for Thy sake and I 
break it with food provided 
by Thee." 

(Abu Dawud, p. 322) 

After breaking the fast a 
believer may add the fol
lowing words: 

''Thirst has been quen
ched, arteries have been re
freshed and the reward for 
fasting would be granted by 
the grace of Allah." 

(Abu Dawud, p. 321) 

According to a saying 
of the Holy Prophet Mu
hammadsaw, be who makes 
arrangement for breaking of 
the fast of another believer 
is granted the reward of ob
serving a fast, without dj
minishing the reward of the 
other. 

INFRACTIONS 
WHILE FASTING 

The folJowing factors 
invalidate the fast: 

1. Eating and drinking 
knowingl y/wi11full y 

2. Sexual intercourse (Any 
seminal emission) 

3. Enema 
4. Injection 
5. Deliberate vomiting 

According to Hadith, 
involuntary vomiting does 
not vitiate the fast. There is 
no 'Qada' or restitution for 
it. (Tirmidhi, p. 90) Such a 
person should complete the 
fast. 
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There is 'Qada' (restitut 
ion) as well as 'Kaffa
ra' (atonement) for break
ing a fast deliberately. 
'Qada' consists of fasting 
one day for each invali
dated fast. 'Kaffara' is the 
penalty for the same of
fence and consist of two 
months of consecutive fast
ing or feedjng of sixty poor 
or needy people. Sixty poor 
persons can be fed collec
tively on a single day or 
one poor man can be given 
provisions or cash to cover 
food expenses for sixty 
days. 

If the man guilty of 
breaking a fast deliberately, 
himself is a poor and needy 
person and cannot afford to 
feed sixty poor people, he 
can leave his matter with 
Allah, heavily relying on 
His infirute Mercy and For
giveness. 

( Bukhari, p. 259) 

Women in their period 
of 'Hayd' (Mensturation) or 
'Nifas' (post-natal bleed
ing) are not allowed to fast. 
Since there is 'Qada' for 
the omitted days of fasting, 
they are required to make 
up later for the missed days. 

FACTORS WHICH 
DO NOT 

INVALIDATE 
FASTING 

The following actions 
or incidents do not vitiate 
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fasting: 

1. Eating and drinking 
wrule truly forgetting 
that he/she is fasting. 

2. Involuntary entering of 
smoke, dust, fly, gnat, 
etc. into throat or 
mouth. It applies to 
droplets of water wrule 
gargling or swallowing 
of one's saliva. 

3. Entry of water into the 
external ear 

4. Pouring of ear drops 
5. Bleeding from the gums 

and teeth 
6. Brushing teeth with a 

brush or acacia twig 
('Miswak') 

7. Smelling of perfume 
8. Anointing of the head or 

beard 
9. Kissing a cruld or wife 
10 Wet dream 
11 Failure to take ritual 

bath before 'Sahoor', 
after having consorted 
with wife during the 
night of fasting. 

12 Nose bleed 
13 Applying of 'Ka

jal' (eye cosmetic) by 
females. Men are for
bidden from doing this 
during the daytime. 

The Holy Prophet Mu
hamrnadsaw has prohibited 
men from using eye cos
metic while fasting 

(Musnad Darrmy, p. 157) 

In answer to a similar 
question, the Promised 
Messiahas said: 
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"There is no express 
need for use of eye cos
metic during the day in 
Ramadan. Let him apply it 
at night." 

(Badr, February 7, 1907) 

PRONOUNCMENTS 
(FATAWA) 

Question: Is the declara
tion of intention necessary 
for fasting? 

Answer: Hadhrat Khali
faLUI Masih Ilrn said: 

"Intention is necessary 
for fasting. No reward is 
credited without intention. 
Intention is the determina
tion of heart and mind." 

(The Al-Fazl, July 28, 
19 14) 

Take the case of a man 
who remained extremely 
absorbed in his work or 
slept the whole day without 
tasting food or drink. The 
hunger and thirst of this 
man cannot be regarded as 
fasting. The major differ
ence is that he had no inten
tion of keeping fast. 

Question: A person did not 
intend to fast at the time of 
'Sahoor' but made an inten
tion to do so around l O or 
11 o'clock. Is Lhis type of 
'fast' a valid fast? 

Answer: The right time for 
making intention for fasling 
is before dawn i.e. Sahoor 
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time. However, an excep
tional situation can be con
sidered on its merit As an 
example consider the case 
of a man who was not 
aware that the month of 
Ramadan has already 
started. On getting up he 
learned that it was the first 
day of Ramadan. He can 
make the intention for ob
serving fast provided he has 
not taken food up to that 
time. 

Hadhrat Ibn-e-Umar3 
reports on the authority of 
Hadhrat Hafsara that the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad
saw remarked: 

"Only that man' s fast is 
valid who made a firm in
tention for fasting on that 
day before Fajr." 

(Tinnidhi, p. 91) 

Another Hadith shows 
that there is some tlexibiUty 
in the case of voluntary 
fasting. The Hadith reveals 
that at times the Holy 
Prophet Muhammads:iw wo
uld come home in the 
morning and ask for some 
food for breakfast. On find
ing that no food was avail
able, he would opt to ob
·serve a fast. 

(Muslim, p. 481 ) 

Another Hadith refers 
to a particular situation 
when , before noon , the 
news reached Medina that 
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the Ramadan crescent had 
been sighted in the sur
rounding areas. The Holy 
Prophet Muhammadsaw de
creed: 

"He who has not eaten 
anything from dawn should 
intend to complete fast but 
those who have taken meals 
should fast on another day 
as restitution ('Qada')" 

(Abu Dawud, p. 320) 

Question: 

(a) Somebody intended to 
observe a voluntary fast 
but could not take meals 
at Sahoor time. Should 
he complete his fast? 

(b) Another individual fell 
sick in the night of 
Ramadan but fe lt much 
better at the time of Sa
hoor. Is he allowed to 
fast on that day? 

Answer: 

(a) Taking meal at Sahoor 
is a highly recomm
ended Sunnah (pract
ice) of the Holy Proph
et Muhammadsuw but is 
not an essential for fasti
ng. Such a person can 
proceed to complete the 
fast. 

(b) If he feels better and fit, 
he should fast on that 
day. 

Question: ls the taking of 
meals (Sahoor) a legal es
sential for fasting? 
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Answer: Partaking of a 
meal before fasting is a 
source of great blessing. In 
case of a special situation 
one can fast without taking 
food before dawn. 

It may be noted that it 
is an important Sunnah of 
the Holy Prophet Muham
madsaw. 

Hadhrat Anas111 narrates 
that the Holy Prophetsaw 
said: 

"Take food before fast
ing because such a food is 
blessed." 

(Bokhari, p. 257) 

Another Hadith conveys 
that angels invoke blessings 
on a person who takes 
meals before observing the 
fast. 

[Sharah (commentary) 
Muatta Imam Malik, Vol. 3, 

p. 15] 

Question: It is reported 
that the following question 
was presented to the Prom
ised Messiah05 for guidance: 

"While I was in my 
room, considering that there 
was enough time to keep 
fast, I ate with the intention. 
of observing fast. Thereaf
ter someone pointed out to 
me that the white thread of 
dawn was already visible. 
What should I do in this 
case?" 

Answer: The Promised 
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Messiahas replied: 

"His fast is valid. There 
is no need to keep a substi
tute fast as retribution 
('Qada') because he has 
observed precaution and 
has made the intention for 
the fasting." 

(The Badr, February 4. 
1907) 

Question: What is the 
meaning of the following 
Qur'anic verse in the Light 
of the Arabic lexicon: 

·'Then complete the fast 
till nightfall." (2: 188) 

Answer: According to the 
Arabic lexicon the word 
'Lail' (night) refers to the 
time from sunset to sunrise 
but in accordance with the 
Holy Prophet'ssaw Sumzah 
and its collective imple
mentation by generations of 
the Islamic Umma, with ref
erence to fasting, the word 
night in this verse does not 
mean the entire span of 
night but it refers to that 
part of the night which is 
meant for the breaking of 
the fast. The Qur' anic usage 
of the term confirms that it 
refers to the beginning of 
night i.e. , the time of sun
set. 

An important Hadith, 
recorded in both Bukhari 
and Muslim endorses this 
concept. The Hadith reads: 

"When you perceive the 
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night approaching from the 
East and the sun setting in 
the West, let the one ob
serving the fast break it." 

(Bukhari, p. 262; Muslim, 
p. 456) 

The Holy Prophet Mu
hammadsaw is reported to 
have said: 

"My people will adhere 
to good as long as they do 
not delay the breaking of 
the fast." 

(Tirmidhi, p. 88) 

Yet another Hadith 
states: 

'·Jews and Christians 
delay the breaking of their 
fast. Muslims should not 
follow them (i.e., they 
should hasten to break the 
fast soon after sunset)." 

(lbn-e-Majah, p. 122) 

FASTING AND 
TRAVELING 

1. The Promised Messiah45 

regarded fasting during 
journey or sjckness as a 
violation of the Divine 
commandment con
tained in the Holy 
Qur' an. The Promised 
Messiahas deduced his 
pronouncement from the 
folJowing Qur' anic 
verse: 

"The prescribed fasting 
is for a fixed number of 
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days, but who so among 
you is sick or is on a 
journey shall fast the 
same number of other 
days. II (2: 185) 

ii. The Promised Messiahas 
referred to Qadian (the 
Jama 'at Headquarters) 
as the second home of 
all traveling Ahmadi 
Muslims and by virtue 
of that fact allowed 
them to fast while in 
Qadian. He also permit
ted them not to fast by 
benefiting from the 
leave granted to traveJ
ers. 

iii. Considering the phy
sical displacement, a 
journey terminating in 
the Jama 'at Headquar
ters, is still a journey. 
Since the Holy Qur'an 
exempts travelers from 
fasting, the travelers 
who reached Qadian be
fore sunset, were told to 
break their fast on the 
instruction of the Prom
ised Messiahas. 

iv. The people who are 
obliged to travel as part 
of their professional du
ties i.e. , railway guards, 
drivers, pilots and postal 
workers who deliver 
mail in rural areas, 
would not be regarded 
as travelers. The people 
belonging to this class, 
are required to fast dur
ing Ramadan.. 

(Fiqah-e-Ahmadiyya, p. 
288) 
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The Promised Messiah05 

has elaborated on this issue 
from another angle: 

"If someone travels by 
rail and does not experience 
any difficulty, he may fast, 
otherwise he is entitled to 
benefit from the leave 
granted by Allah." 

(The Al-Hakam, December 
24, 1900) 

Question: Somebody is 
fasting but unexpectedly a 
situation has arisen that de
mands immediate traveling. 
Should he break his fast? 

Answer: Traveling in 
Ramadhan should be 
avoided. It should be under
taken only when one is 
compelled by circum
stances beyond his control. 
It should be left to his dis
cretion to embark upon a 
journey or not. In that case 
he himself would be an
swerable to Allah for his 
choice. 

FASTING WHILE 
TRAVELING 

Hadhrat Khalifatul Ma
sih nra once gave the fol
lowing remarks on the is

. sue: 

''My belief about travel
ing is that the journey 
which is undertaken after 
'Sahoor' and which ends 
before sunset is not a jour
ney from the point of view 
of fasting. Maybe some ju-
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rists have a dissident opin
ion on this point but I think 
that Islamic Sharia stops us 
from fasting while traveling 
but does not ban traveling 
while fasting. Therefore a 
journey which starts after 
'Sahoor' and ends before 
sunset is not a journey for 
the purpose of fasting. One 
can travel in the state of fast 
but cannot fast when travel
ing." 

(The Al-Fazl, Sept. 25, 
1942) 

Question: What does 
Islam teach regarding fast
ing while on a journey? 
What is the minimum dis
tance in miles which makes 
a journey permissible for 
not observing fasting? 

Answer: Travelers are 
exempted from fasting in 
the month of Ramadan. 
However, it is important 
that such a person should 
not eat or drink in public 
places. Islamic Sharia has 
not stated quantitatively the 
minimum or maximum dis
tance in miles. It has been 
left to the discretion of the 
traveler. 

******* 

PAY 
ZAKAT 

******* 
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FASTING AND ITS IMPORTANCE 
Hadiqatussalihin: Translated by Karimullah Zirvi 
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Had.brat Abu Hurairah 
O 

relates that the Holy Prophet""' said: 11Allah, the Lord of 
Honor and Glory says: 'All deeds of a son of Adam are for himself, but his fasting is for 
Me and I shall be its reward.' The fast is a shield. When any of you is fasting he should 
eschew loose talk and noisy exchanges. Should anyone revile him or seek to pick a 
quarrel with him, he should respond with: 'I am observing a fast.' By Him in Whose 
Hands is the life of Muhammad, the breath of one who is fasting is purer in the sight of 
Allah than the fragrance of musk. One who fasts experiences two joys: He is joyful when 
he breaks his fast, and he is joyful by virtue of his fast when he meets his Lord. ' 11 

(Bukhari kit8bussaum bab hal yaqul illili sa 'im idha shutima) 

.... ' ; J,' J,J ................ J, ; .... 
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Had.brat Abu Hurairah 
O 

relates that the Holy Prophet"w said: 11If a person does not 
eschew falsehood and false conduct, Allah has no need for him to abstain from food and 
drink.II 

(Bukhari ldtabussaum bab man lam yadu' qaulazzur wal'amala b1h) 

:t" .... ,, .... ' ....:1·" 0 ~t., t~ .t,1 J ..... , .... ~ .... , , ..... ~t,1 ..... :: • , .... , • ,, ~~ \.)! :Jli ~ j ,,. W er"" ,.U ~ J () ~ W ~,,,) O_JJ_;A i_s! ~ 
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah,. relates that the Holy Prophet'""' said: "When Ramadan 
arrives the gates of Paradise are opened and the gates of Hell are locked up and Satans 
are put in chains." 

(Bukhari kitabussaum bab ha! yuqal ramadan au shahn' ra.madan) 

Hadhrat Talha bin 'Ubaidullahra relates that, on seeing a new moon, the Holy 
Prophet""' would supplicate: 

JI ; .lo ., ~ ; • ., • " • ; - ; .lo .., J~ _tu,~ ,, ,, .• ,, ' ~'11 ,, ~~, ., 'i:>' "'I'l' ,, . ·':J4 ,;e1 c: '.J.A\ !_~11, ., J J tsjJ r ,, J ., J ,, ~ ... J ~ ., . ., r-r-., 
; . 

- .!> J; ..\.!. JI 
J- , J , 

aJrahumma a-hillahii 'alaina bi/ ll1111li wal 1 mani wassaTamati wal is.la.mi, 
rabbi wa rabbukallabu, hi.Falu rusbdin wa khairin. 

Allah, do You cause the appearance of this moon to be a harbinger of peace, Faith, 
security and Islam for us. 0 moon, Thy Lord and mine is Allah. May this be a moon 
presaging guidance and good. 

(Tinnadhi kitabudda 'wat ma yaqul 'inda ruwaitil hj/a/) 

; ; ... ... ... _ µ,c" • ... JI ... .,. • ... • ... • ~~,., ti.; - ". ·~ c:,~ o..\s, ,. u ·~" r.&'. I C:,u' .cl_,, I •,L:.\" .cl • .,, ~ JJ J ~ • ., ., • ., ., 1?J~ J~ J I ,.J~ ., 

Hadhrat Abu Hurairah'" relates that the Holy Prophet""' said: "Start the fast with 
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observing the new moon and terminate it with observing it. If because the sky is overcast 
(you are unable to observe it) complete thirty days of Sha 'ban (and likewise of 
Ramadan) .11 

It is narrated in one of the Hadith in Muslim that if due to the sky being overcast 
you are unable to observe the moon then keep fast for thirty days. 

(Bukhari kitabussaum bab qaulunnab/'w id.hara 'aitumulhilal fasumu) 

Had.brat An.as" relates that the Holy Prophet· said: "Take breakfast before the fast 
begins; there is blessing in breakfast. ti 

(Bukhari kitabussaum bab baraktassahur, Muslim) 

,. ' ; ., ; ' ; .I, ' .I, ,. ; ; ; ; .I, 

j;U\ j?\ ,~1 =r-W j ~ w, J-1, ~' J~ j Jli :Jli ~ w, ~ .J ~ :.:,t 

Had.brat 'Umar" relates that the Holy Prophet· said: "When the night approaches 
and the day retreats and the sun has set, the one observing the fast should break it. ti 

(Bukhan· killlbussaum bab mata yuhal fitrassa fa1) 

. . ,. 
_.,L.:t\\e.1±~~ .~,. \.!]\ 
~ r- ..P-"-l_ ,J' , ., 

Hadhrat Sahl bin Sa'd" relates that the Holy Prophet''"' said: "My people will 
adhere to good as long as they do not delay the breaking of the fast." 

(Bukhari kitabussaum bab ta 'j)Ju/ iftar) 

,. ,. ; ; ; ; ' ; .I, ' ~ .I, ; ; e...< 1 -"\ ,: 1·1 Ju ~L~" ... ,~ ~"I I~_,.!\\ ",. • ., ~"\ • ., • • ,. \ • , i- _. '[p ~., : r-J ~ 41.J tJ- 'ff ,:r' ~ 41.J ~,) O.Jl? ~ 4f' ., ., 
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah ... relates that the Holy Prophet· said: "Should any of you 
eat or drink in forgetfulness, he should complete his fast, for Allah has fed him and given 
him to drink. II 

(Bukhari Jdtabussaum babu~ssa'im id.ha akul au sharab) 

Hadhrat Ribab states that her uncle Salman bin 'Amit related that the Holy 

Prophet"w said: "When you break the fast, do it with a date, for there is blessing in it, and 
if you cannot find a date, with water for it is pure. He added: Charity towards a poor one 
is charity, and towards a relation is both charity and benevolence." 

(Tirmadhi kitabuzzakat bab fissadaqah 'ala dhilqarabah} 

,.,, ' , , ,1,, , , ,., 

_ ~jWI ~J~ J.tj ~ :J ~ ~I :Ju_ j:u\ 

Hadhrat Mu 'adh bin Zahrah n relates that the Holy Prophet" recited the following 
prayer at the breaking of the fast: 

aJraburoma Jab ~umtu wa 'ala rizkika afl.ertu 

Allah for Thy sake I observed the fast and I end it with that which Thou has provided 

(Abu Dawud Jdtabussiyam bab alqaul 'indal iftar) 
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Had.brat 'A\)dullah bin 'Umat relates that the Holy Prophetw recited the 
following prayer at the breaking of the fast: 

dahaba7?f-Bma-u wabtallatil 'uriiqu wa tb.abatal ajru inslia aJFah 

Thirst has disappeared, veins and arteries have been replenished, and reward has been established 

· God Willing (i.e., we will certainly get its reward). 

(Abu Dawud kitabussiyam bab alqaul 'inda/ 1'/tar) 

Had.brat Imam Malik 
O 

relates that a poor woman asked Had.brat 'A'ishab'" for food. 

On that day, Had.brat 'A'ishah,. was fasting and had nothing in the house except for some 

bread. Hadhrat 'A'ishah" told her maid to give the bread to the poor woman. The maid 
said: "But you have nothing else for yourself. How will you break fast? Hadhrat 

'A'ishah n told the maid to g·ive it (the bread) to the poor woman. The maid said: 'She gave 

the loaf of bread to the poor woman. In the evening, a relative of Had.brat 'A'ishab'· or 

someone else sent her some mutton and a shoulder of mutton as a gift.' Had.brat 'A'ishah" 
called the maid and said: 'Take and eat the meat. It is much better than your bread.' " 

(Muwatta Imam Malik bab at-Targh1"b fissadaqah) 
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Hadhrat Zai4 bin Khalid Juhani" relates that the Holy Prophet· said: "He who 
provides for the breaking of the fast of another earns the same merit as the one who was 
observing the fast without diminishing in any way the reward of the one who is observing 
fast. II 

{Tirmadhi kitabusssum bab fiJdl min fitr saima) 

.. .. ' .. J. ' ,I, . .. ,,,. J. ... • .,, .. 
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Hadhrat Abu Ayyub Ansari" relates that the Holy Prophet· said: "He who 
observes the fast throughout Ramadan and then follows it up with observing the fast on 
the (first) six days of Shawalis as ifhe had observed the fast throughout the year." 

(Muslim kitabussiyam bab istihbab saUJ11 sittstah ayyam min shiwal) 
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Hadhrat Anas .. relates that when the Holy Prophet· left Madinah for the conquest 

of Mecca, it was the. month of Ramadan. The Holy Prophet"w and the others in the party 

were fasting. The Holy Prophet"" was riding, while most of the Companions,. were 
walking on foot. On the way between Kadid and 'Asfan, they passed close to a spring. 

People were extremely thirsty. The Holy Prophet"w was told that due to the fast everyone 

was suffering greatly and was looking towards your decision. The Holy Prophet"w said: 
110 People! Go ahead, drink water. The people did not drink. The Holy Prophet"w said: 'I 
am not like you. I am riding.' However, the people did not drink water. At this, the Holy 

Prophet"w moved his leg and dismounted. The Holy Prophet"w asked for a cup of water 

after 'Asr Prayer, though he (the Holy Prophet" .. ) had no desire of drinking water and 
drank it. When the people saw him drinking water, they also drank. After this, the Holy 

Prophet"w was informed that some people were still with fast. Hearing this, the Holy 

Prophet"" said: 'They are disobedient. They are disobedient.' 11 

(Muslim kitJJbussaum bab jawazussaum wal fitr fi sha.hri ramadan lilmusafir, 
Tirmadhi) 

• ,,. ti,,.,,. ,,. , , "' ,,. 
_ 4-J.) •. "'...l.tj ~ '41 .. .u:, ~~I ' UWI ~L.,a;"' 
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah'" relates that the Holy Prophet· said: "He who offers 
voluntary Prayer ( Tahajjud Prayer) during Ramadan out of sincere Faith and in hope of 
earning merit will have his past sins forgiven him. 11 

(Bukhari kitJJbussaum bab fad} man qama ramadan, p 26011, Muslim) 

Hadhrat 'A'ishah .. relates that the Holy Prophet"" went into retreat (l'tikafj during 
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the last ten days of Ramadan till Allah the Exalted caused his death. Thereafter his wives 
used to go into retreat. 

(Bukharikitabul i'tikafbabul i'tikaffil'ashril awakhir) 

,, 
• 

_ .r;lj~I ~I u! 
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,. . ~ 

Hadhrat Ibn 'Umar relates that some of the Comparuons of the Holy Prophet 
dreamt that the Night of Decrees was among the last seven nights of Ramadan, 
whereupon the Holy Prophet'"" said: 11! see that your dreams all agree upon the last seven 
nights. Whoever, then, seeks the Night of Decrees should look for it among the last seven 
nights of Ramadan." 

(Bukhari kitabussaum bab tamsu lailatul qadr fissab'al awakhir) 

, ,, • • • , I' ,, ~ Jo,, ,, ,, ,, ' ,.,, 
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Hadhrat 'A'ishah
0 

relates that she asked the Holy Prophet""w: "Messengetw of 
Allah, tell me, in case I should realise which night is the Lailatul Qadr (Night of 
Decrees), how should I supplicate in it? He told her to supplicate: 

' , • • ' ' • ' , ' .lo, t? J.tU ~I ~ JA$' "1)! ~I 

alrahumma inna/ra 'a.fuwwun tu hibbul 'afwa fa 'fu '811.di 

0 Allah! You are the Great Pardoner, You love those who pardon others. Hence I seek 
Your pardon.'" 

(Tirmadhi kitabudda 'wat) 
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Hadhrat Abu Darda',. relates that the beloved, Holy Prophet'"w enjoined upon him 
to do three things, which he would never give up throughout his life: Keep three fasts 
each month, offer Chasht (the forenoon) Prayer, and do not go to sleep without offering 
ITT'tr. 

(Muslim ldtabussalat bab istihbab salatudduha) 

,, ' ,, Jo ' Jo' ,,,, ,,,, Jo ,, ,, 
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Hadhrat Abu Dhar,. relates that the Holy Prophet"w said: t1If you observe fast on 
three days in a month, then make them the days of the 13th, 14th and 15th nights of the 
moon." 

(Tinnadhi kitabussaum bab ~awn thalatha min kulli shahr) 

J:Iacµ-at Abii Hurakah,. relates that the Holy Prophet said: ti Allah, the Most 
Honoured and Glorious has created Adam in His own Image. ti 

(Musnad Alµnad, t-01. 2, p 323) 
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HADHRAT AMMA JANra 

Imam Ziaul Haq Kauser 

Hadhrat Mirza Bashir 
Ahmadra, MA, son of the 
Promised Messiah.as states: 

"It was around the time 
for Fajar Prayer, the Prom
ised Messiah85 was very ill in 
bed, and he asked is it time 
for prayer yet. A servant re
plied yes Hazoor it is time. 
The Promised Messiahas be
ing so weak could only pull 
his hands out side of his 
comforter and attempt to do 
tayamum, and while lying in 
bed began to pray. During his 
prayer he fainted, and when 
he regained conscience, the 
first thing he asked was is it 
time for prayer. And again he 
attempted tayamum and be
gan praying and again he 
fainted. This happened a few 
times and every time the 
Promised Messiah115 regained 
consciousness he would ask 
about prayer. Just as the last 
words of the Ho] y Prophet 
Muhammad511

w were: 

"ALLAHUMA ALHIQNEY 
BAY RAFEEQIL A'LA, " 

The ooJy words the 
Promised Messiah 115 would 
say were "Oh Allah, Oh my 
beloved Allah." At 10 am it 
became clear there was noth
ing which could be done, un
til then Hadhrat Amma Janra 
the wife of the Promised 

Messiah35 with extreme pa
tience was praying, Oh Al
lah he has spent his life in 
service of religion, give my 
life to him as well," but 
now that death was emi
nent, she cried and said "Oh 
Allah he is going to leave 
us don't you leave us as 
well." And at around 10:30 
am the Promised Messiah35 

took one or two deep 
breaths and his soul re
turned to his lord. 

Inna Lillahay Wa Inna Alai 
hay Raji 'oon. 

This is when Hazrat 
Amma Janra showed in
credible patience, and all 
she said was: 

/"nna Lillahay, Inna 
Lillahay". She was so 
steadfast, that other women 
there began to weep aloud, 
but Hadhrat Am.ma Janra 
turned to them and said, 
"He was my husband and I 
am not crying, who are you 
to cry?" 

A bit later she gath
ered her children and said 
to them, "Oh my children, 
seeing this home empty do 
not think that your father 
has not left anything for 
you, he has left you a treas
ure of prayers in heaven, 

which you will receive in 
time." 

This was Hadhrat Amma 
Janra, she was the wife of the 
Promised Messiah as, the 
mother of the believers, the 
mother of the Hadhrat 
Musleh Mau'oodr0

, the 
grandmother of two Khulafa, 
and the great-grandmother of 
our beloved Hazoor, Hadhrat 
Mirza Masroor Ahmadaba. 
She was the most incredible 
woman of our age, and she is 
the only woman other than 
our own mother whom we 
call, Amma Janru, meaning 
beloved mother. She played a 
very important role in the 
history of Ahmadiyyat, we 
must know who she was, and 
how much the Promised 
Messiah85 loved her and re
spected her. 

Hadhrat Amma Janra, 
the wife of the Promised 
Messiah35 was really a bless
ing for the entire world, that 
is why her real name was 
Nusrat Jehan, which means a 
blessing for the entire world. 
She was the blessing given to 
the Promised Messiah0 5 

which was prophesized by 
God over and over. 

Right after her marriage 
God revealed to the Promised 
Messiah 85

: 
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"Remember this Bless
ing of mine upon you, I have 
planted this tree of blessings 
and strength with my own 
bands." 

Her faith in the Prom
ised Messiah85 was excep
tional, even before his claim 
she knew that he was a very 
righteous man. She states that 
there was one occasion that 
just proved to her that he was 
a beloved of Allah. 

She states when she 
first moved to the home of 
Hadhrat Masih Mau'ood85

, 

she saw one day one of the 
servant women was boiling 
milk. When it began to boil, 
the woman removed its lid, 
and coincidently at that time 
Hadhrat Masih Mau' ood85 

passed by and saw this. 
When be saw this he said, 
"do not leave the milk uncov
ered it will surely spoil." 
Hadhrat Aroma Janra states I 
thought to myself, men don't 
know anything, that is why 
they say such things, of 
course when milk is boiling 
you take the lid off, why 
would this milk spoil. She 
states, as I was thinking this, 
right then and there the milk 
spoiled. She says this inci
dent really moved me and 
made me realize whatever 
comes out of this mans 
mouth God makes it happen. 
Hadhrat Masib Mau'oodas 
loved and respected his wife 
very much, and he truly be
lieved she was a gift from 
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God, that is why he always 
listened to her. Once she 
states that behind her house 
was a small enclosed yard, 
in which they kept some 
beds, but whenever it would 
rain they would have to 
bring the beds in, and it was 
a difficult task. So one day 
she asked Hadhrat Masih 
Mau' ood05 if they could 
build a little roof over their 
yard so they would not have 
to bring the beds in every 
time. Hadhrat Masih Mau
, ood85 asked his compan
ions what they thought of 
the idea. The companions 
told him not to do it, it will 
destroy the beauty of the 
yard, it will change the 
shape of the house, etc. Af
ter hearing al1 of their ideas 
against the roof, Hadhrat 
Masih Mau' ood85 told them, 
"You are right, however be
cause my wife is a sign of 
God, and the mother of my 
children, about whom God 
has given me many glad 
tidings. that is why I listen 
to everything she says, that 
is why this roof will be con
structed." 

Hadhrat Arn.ma Janra 
also had a very loving rela
tionship with her husband, 

· and used to joke that, "with 
my coming into your life an 
era of blessings has began 
for you." And Hadhrat Ma
sih Mau'ood35 would al
ways smile and say, "You 
are so right." 
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This love was exem
plary for all of us, Hadhrat 
Aroma Janra, remembers 
that when she first moved 
to Qadian she was in the 
habit of sleeping with a lit
tle light on, but Hadhrat 
Masih Mau'oodas always 
slept in complete darkness. 
She states, "so in the begin
ning he would wait till I fall 
asleep and then turn the 
lights off, but if I would 
wake at night, I would get 
frightened by the darkness, 
and Hadhrat Masih Mau
' oodas would quickly go 
and tum the light back on. 
(You have to remember this 
is a time with no electricity, 
you would have to light a 
lamp.) Slowly Hadhrat Ma
sih Mau' oodas got in the 
habit of sleeping with the 
light on, so much so that he 
would have a small light on 
in almost every part of the 
house. Hadhrat Anuna Janra 
would joke with Hadhrat 
Masih Mau' oodas and ask, 
"Do you remember the time 
when you could not sleep in 
the light, but now unless 
you have a light in every 
corner of the house you 
cannot sleep." Every time 
Hadhrat Masih Mau' ood85 

would hear this he would 
smile and agree. 

Hadhrat Amma Janra also 
loved her husband very 
much. one day she was 
about to begin her prayer, 
and she turned to Hadhrat 
Masih Mau'oodas and said, 
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"Do you know that I always 
pray that God not Jet me go 
through the sadness of your 
demise and that he give me 
death before you." 

Hearing this Hadhrat 
Masih Mau' ood35 stated: 
"And I always pray that you 
live after me and that I leave 
you in good health." Guess 
whose prayer was accepted, 
Hadhrat Aroma Janra lived 44 
years after the demise of the 
Promised Messiahas. 

Hadhrat Amma Jan'sra 
devotion to God and His cl10-
sen ones was unshakable, in 
one of the most difficult of 
times. Hadhrat Mirza Bashir 
Ahrnadr:1 relates, "When the 
Promised Messiahas after be
ing revealed by God, prophe
sized about his marriage to 
Muhammadi Begam. The 
Promised Messiah85 saw that 
Hadhrat Amma Janra was in 
seclusion praying and weep
ing and weeping and praying 
for something. Later on the 
Promised Messiah85 asked 
her, "What were you praying 
for?" Hadhrat Aroma Jan'a 
replied I was praying ''Oh 
Allah, with Your Grace and 
Strength make this prophecy 
come true." Hadhrat Masih 
Mau' ood86 replied, "You 
were praying for thfa, and 
you know that through this 
prophecy there will be an
other woman as my wife." 
Hadhrat Aroma Janra uncon
trollably replied, "No matter 
what happens, I do not care 
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about myself, my happiness 
is in the fact that the word 
of God and your prophecy 
should come true." 

Being the wife of the 
Messiah of the Age, she 
still showed complete devo
tion to the Khalifah of the 
time and after the passing 
of Hadhrat Khalifatul Ma
sih ra. when her own son 
became the Khalifah she 
showed the same devotion 
and wrote: 

"How do I thank my 
God enough, He choose me 
to be the wife of a pure and 
saintly person and has put a 
crown of blessings upon my 
head. And then how do I 
thank my God who has 
made my son, Mahmood, 
the Musleh Mau'oodra. and 
has placed another crown 
upon my head in the latter 
part of my life. So I have 
been blessed with a crown 
from above and a crown 
from below, and this is 
completely a blessing of 
God, I had no desire nor did 
my actions play any role in 
it. And these two crowns 
are not mine alone, my en
tire Jama'at is an equal 
partner in their blessings. 

.But remember each bless
ing of God brings with it 
responsibility, and it is my 
prayer that God make me 
and the entire Jama'at ca
pable of fulfilling the re
sponsibilities placed upon 
us, Oh God make it happen, 
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Ameen. 

On April 20 1952, our 
beloved Hadhrat Amma Janra 
after 25 days of illness 
passed away, she had brought 
with her a Kurta (shirt) of 
Hadhrat Masih Mau' oodas 
from Qadian, and had in
structed that she be buried in 
this blessed cloth, after her 
funeral she was buried in Ba
hishti Maqbarah, Rabwah. 
On her demise Hadhrat 
Musleh Mau' oodra stated: 

"This year a sad event 
has taken place in the history 
of Ahmadiyyat, and it is the 
passing of Hadhrat Amma 
Janra. She was like a chain 
between us and Hadhrat Ma
sih Mau'ood85

, she was a liv
ing link between us and 
Hadhrat Masih Mau' ood95 

and this link has been cut by 
her demise." 

Hadhrat Nawwab Muba
raka Begam Sahibara writes: 

"My mother was an ir
replaceable mother, She was 
the mother of all Ahrnadis, 
she is now silent, but we will, 
not until God reunites us with 
her, feel the pain of her sepa
ration. 

May Allah Ta'ala bless 
our beloved Hadhrat Amma 
Janra very much and enable 
us to follow her example, 
Ameen. 

******* 
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FLEEING OF RT. REV. S. A. LEFROY 

Khalil Akhtar - Atlanta, GA 

By the end of the 19llt 
century, it was the habit of 
clergy to challenge the Mus
lims about Jesus Christas 
particularly that he was the 
only innocent Prophet. All 
other prophets were sinful 
and guilty of transgression. 
Dr. Martin Clark had met his 
death in 1897. The Hindus 
were also vexed on the death 
of Lekb Ram on 61

\ March, 
1897. All three major relig
ions Hindus, Christians and 
Muslims (under Maulvi 
Mohammad Hussain) were 
united against the Promised 
Messiahas. They were look
ing for a way to harm him at 
all cost. 

The Rt. Rev. S. A. Le
froy was the Bishop of La
hore in 1900. He made a 
speech on the innocent 
Prophet. About a 3,000 audi
ence were present. He in
vited questions particularly 
from Muslims about his 
speech. Hadhrat Mufti Dr. 
Mohammad Sadiqra, the first 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Mission
ary to the USA explained the 
Muslim point of view. He · 
quoted a reference from the 
Bible, "Why callest thou me 
good. There is none good but 
one, that is God". [Matthew 
19:17] 

He explained that the 
Holy Prophet Mohammadsaw 

was innocent and all other 
Prophets too were sinless 
and free from any guilt or 
crime. The really great ac
complishment is to have 
some achievement and 
deeds to ones credit. He 
distributed two leaflets 
written by the Promised 
Messiahas. The Bishop was 
very disturbed to see these 
pamphlets and admitted that 
the arguments given in it 
were new and he had beard 
of them for the first time. 

In the first pamphlet, 
Hazoor35 has mentioned that 
the concept of sin is differ
ent in various religions. 
For example the drinking of 
alcohol is forbidden in Is
lam but it is a religious act 
in Christianity. Even to 
look upon other woman 
with lust is adultery, but Ni
yog [in Hinduism, if a 
woman does not bring forth 
children from her husband, 
she can sleep with another 
man with the permission of 
her husband) is a religious 
act. To kill a cow is sin in 
one religion, while others 
use its meat as part of dif
ferent meals. So the discus
sion should be on the ideal 
Prophet instead of the inno
cent Prophet. 

In the second leaflet, 

Hazooras explained that Je
susas like other human be
ings has died. He did not 
die on the cross but was 
saved and migrated to Af
ghanistan and India, where 
the Jews were living. He 
did die in Kashmir at the 
age of 120 years and his 
grave can be visited even 
today at Mohalla Khanyar, 
Srinager. Hazooras clai-med 
that the only living Prophet 
is the Prophet of Islamsaw. 
His grace and blessings can 
be examined even today 
and Hazooras himself is a 
living example of that maj
esty. He talks with the Al
mighty and he is a living 
sjgn of God, the Omnipres
ent. The Prophet of Islam 
is the ideal Prophet. He js 
great in knowledge and is a 
personal example of spiri
tual influence. 

A great number of 
Muslims wrote to the 
Bishop in June, 1900, to 
have a duel between Islam 
and Christianity. The Bi
shop Lefroy was well 
versed in Christianity, 
Urdu, Arabic, Persian and 
Hebrew. He had a good 
command of the Christian 
religion. Every now and 
then he had been speaking 
and lecturing to the Mus
lims, inviting them to 
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Christianity. He could be a 
good champion on the 
Christian side. On behalf 
of the Muslims, Hadhrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmadas of 
Qadian was to be a repre
sentative. He claimed to be 
the Pro mised Messiah, 
whose advent was foretold 
in the Holy Qur'an and the 
Holy Bible. About 30,000 
people have believed in 
him. 

From the Christians. 
Rt. Rev. Lefroy and among 
the Muslims. Hadhrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad05 of 
Qadian were the most suit
able match. Mirza Sahibas 
had kindly agreed to ctis
cuss the following five 
questions;-

1. Which of the two proph
ets, Jesus0

s or Muham
madsaw can be proved as 
innocent (masum)? 

2. Which of them has di
vine powers and can be 
called a Jiving Prophet? 

3. Which of them can be 
called the Intercessor or 
shafeeh? 

4. Which of the two relig
ions can be called a liv
ing religions? 

5. The teaching of the 
Holy Qur'an and the 
Holy Bible. Debate on 
Unity and Trinity. 

35 

Furthermore, there 
would be discussions ar
ranged under the following 
terms: 

A. One day would be de
voted for each subj ect, 
in all total of five days. 

B. Each party would have 
three hours. 

C. Each party will prove 
from his own book and 
will not attack the others 
book or Prophet. 

D. The debate would be in 
wntmg, cLictated and 
read loudly. The tran
script of the debate 
would be signed and 
given to the other party. 

E. The debate would take 
place at Lahore and all 
arrangements would be 
made by the Bishop. 

F. After the debate, the 
proceeding would be 
published without adcti
tion and alteration. 

The letter was pub
lished m the newspapers 
and the press covered it 

.well. The newspaper, "The 
Pioneer" wrote that the let
ter had a great many signa
tures of which the first few 
names would be sufficient 
to incticate the wide spread 
interest and expectation 
with which the Muhamma-
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den Community are looking 
forward to encounter. 

The Bishop replied to 
this invitation letter on 12th 
June, 1900 and refused to 
accept the challenge for the 
following reasons: 

1. He cannot have friendly 
discussions with Mirza 
Sahib as he has claimed 
to be the Messiah which 
is an insult to Jesus35

• 

2. Mirza Sahib has always 
written ill of Christian
ity. 

3. He cannot represent Is
lam as he is not consid
ered Muslim by a good 
majority of believers. 

4. As a Bishop he has to 
look after his parish and 
there is no time left for 
such debate. 

5. You prove the superior
ity of one religion over 
the other purely on rea
son. But I think that the 
whole of the man, his 
will, his feelings, his 
moral desire, his capac
ity of faith, in short, to 
his heart as well as his 
head, should submit to 
the will of God. 

******* 
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A REVEALED MOTHER TONGUE: 
EVIDENCE FOR GUIDED EVOLUTION 

ZiaHShahMD 
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And among His Signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the diversity of your 
tongues and colors. In. that surely are Signs for those who possess knowledge. ( 30:23) 

Forty-five percent of Americans believe that 'God created man pretty much in his pre
sent form at one time within the last 10,000 years.' Forty percent believe that 'man devel
oped over millions of years from less advanced forms of life but God guided the process.' 
Ten percent believe that God had no part in the process. 1

• 
2 

Molecular Biologists have shown enough evidence for evolution in animal and plant 
kingdom. They have clearly demonstrated numerous examples of shared genes and proteins, 
even the defective ones among similar animals. But is the evolution completely 'Blind and 
Random' or possibly 'Guided' in some sense? That seems to be the fundamental question. 
What is the evidence for 'Guided Evolution?' Different authors have pursued different scien
tific and metaphysical arguments to make a case for 'Guided' or 'Theistic Evolution.' In this 
article it is proposed that the study of the origin of languages may be a fertile area to make a 
case for 'Guided Evolution.' In the above mentioned verse, Allah has declared investigation 
into the science of languages-as a possible basis for recognition of God. When a case is 
made for 'Guided Evolution,' from the study of languages, one is invoking some form of 
revelation from an Omniscient God in the development of languages. 

The Messiah of this age and the founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, in the 
year 1895, wrote a book named Minanur Rehman, wherein he claimed that Arabic is the first 
language given by God to man and that all other languages are derived from it. He based 
this claim on the teachings of the Holy Qur'an and elucidated this proposition in the light of 
several verses of the Holy ~ur'an. He even foretold that in course of time Arabic will be 
found to be the mother of all the world languages. 3 He wrote, in his book Minanur Rehman: 

"All praise is due to Allah, the Sustainer, the Beneficent. To Him belongs all Excel
lence, Grace and Goodness. He created man and taughl him a plain language. And out of one 
language He created various languages in different countries just as He created various col
ors (of mankind); out of one color. And He made Arabic the mother of all languages. He 
made it the like of the sun in brightness and luster." 

4 
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There can be several aspects of study of languages to make a case for 'Guided Evolu
tion.' Some are listed here: 

1. All languages are derived from one mother tongue pointing to one possible source of 
this faculty of mankind. If the development of languages was a blind and unguided 
process, it would stand to reason that several mother languages could have evolved in 
different geographic locations. 

2. There is a scientific premise that the present is a guide to the past, this has been ap
plied to most branches of science. Its application to the study of languages is that 
whatever processes created languages in the past should be visible even today. 

3. Present day linguists believe that the root words in languages are arbitrary as the de
velopment of languages was not a thoughtful and conscious process. Therefore, if in 
Semitic languages, like Arabic and Hebrew, we can show that many root words have 
profound and inherent meanings, then we would be making a case for premeditation 
and hence, 'Guided Evolution.' 

4. A strong piece of evidence to support revelation in the origin of mother tongue is to 
be found, according to Promised MessiahaS. in the highly organized system of root 
words (Mufradaat) possessed by Arabic language. 

5. If grammar of languages can be shown to be 'irreducibly complex' then that is a 
strong case for revelation of the mother language. 

In this article we will limit ourselves to the first two possible avenues to make the case 
for possible revelation or 'Guided Evolution.' 

Since the pioneering research of Mohammad Ahmad Mazhar, linking Arabic to differ
ent languages, in the sixties and seventies, in the last few decades, a lot of new information 
has become available. One of the strongest proof for language being revealed is the fact that 
whereas, life has evolved into 30 m.il]jon different species, it is considered that eyes evolved 
in the animal kingdom as many as 40 times independently, yet there is a gathering consensus 
among the linguists that all languages have come from one prototype. If languages could 
evolve blindly without the Providence of Allah, as mankind was divided into clans and tribes 
with limited means of transportation and communication then it would seem likely that sev
eral groups of languages should have evolved in different clans and tribes. Six thousand dif
ferent languages have been documented in the world. Documenting the state of affairs in 
South American and Malay Archipelago, Friedrich Max Miiller, who was Professor of Phi
lology at Oxford, writes: 

"The language changes from clan to clan, from cottage to cottage, so that often the 
members of one and the same family only understand each other. Nay, the very power of 
speech seems sometimes to become extinct. 

In a district about one hundred miles long by thi.J.ty miles wide, not Joss than ten dis
tinct languages are spoken. Some of them are confined to single villages, others to groups of 
three or four; and though of course they have a certain family resemblance, they are yet so 
distinct as to be mutually unintelligible." 5 

According to the famous linguist Merritt Ruhlen: 
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"A carefuJ study of languages around the world has led linguists to conclude that there 
are, in fact, no primitive languages anywhere on earth. AH extant human languages are today 
considered of equal "complexity" by virtually all linguists, despite the fact that there is no 
recognized way of measuring complexity in language. Across the same decades, biologists 
were coming to understand that there are no primitive peoples on earth either. All humans 
exhibit very similar cognitive and linguistic abilities, across the entire species; differences 
between languages do not represent differences in brain structure, and it is well known that 
any human child is capable of learning any human language to which he or she is exposed." 6 

Despite such diversity all languages seem to be coming from one prototype language. 
The oneness of the mother language points to a unified and possibly dramatic beginning of 
human faculty of speech, and lack of blind evolution in this domain. Early studies of Indo
European languages focused on those most familiar to the original European researchers: the 
Italic, Celtic, Gennanic, Baltic and Slavic families. Affinities between these and the 'Aryan ' 
languages spoken in faraway India were noticed by European travelers as early as the 16th 
century. That they might all share a common ancestor was first proposed in 1786 by Sir Wil
liam Jones, an English jurist and student of Eastern cultures. He thus launched what came to 
be known as the Indo-European hypothesis, which served as the principaJ stimulus to the 
founders of historical linguistics in the 19th century. 

The Promised Messiahas writes in Minanur Rehman: 

"When we examine the customs of God the Glorious, we find that His creative system 
is one of unity. This is something which God Almighty has adopted for the right guidance of 
the people in order that it might be proof of His being one, and that it might be a proof that 
He alone is the Creator--the one without an associate. There is no one in the earth or heavens 
who is an associate with Him. He who created man from a single essence--how can one as
cribe to Him numerousness which is unorganized and how can languages be considered to be 
from Him which are disorganized. Dost thou not know that in numerousness He has kept an 
eye on oneness, and He has hinted at it in His Holy word which is the guide for the right
eous? In His shining Book He has stated that He created all living things from water, there
fore, look at the customs of God how He has returned numerousness to oneness." 7 

Thomas V. Gamkrelidze and V. V. Ivanov are the authors of the Inda-European Lan
guage and the Inda-Europeans, a two-volume work published in Russian in 1984; an Eng
lish version is published by Mouton de Gruyter. Gamkrelidze directs the Tsereteli Institute of 
Oriental Studies in Tbilisi and is a professor of linguistics at Tbilisi State University. Ivanov 
is professor of linguistics and chair of the department of Slavic languages at the Institute for 
Slavic and Balkan Studies in Moscow. The common ancestor of these languages has been 
traced to Asia rather than to Europe, the authors say. The once-clear distinction between the 
family's Eastern and Western branches is now blurred. The following picture of the family 
tree of the Indo-European languages is borrowed from their work: 
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Guy Deutscher in his book the Unfolding of wnguage: An Evolutionary Tour of Man
kind's Greatest Invention, published in 2005, also draws a similar family tree of the ludo
European languages on page 57 to show how all the Indo-European languages are related and 
are derived from a Proto-ludo-European language. He also drew a tree of Semitic languages. 8 

This Semitic tree with slight modification will make Arabic as the mother of all languages. "It 
is not that I doubt that language evolved only once," Steven Pinker a famous linguistic writes, 
"one of the assumptions behind the search for the ultimate mother tongue." 9 

Friedrich Max Millier raises a strong natural presumption in favor of common origin of 
languages: 

"If you wish to assert that language had various beginnings, you must prove it impossible 
that language could have had a common origin. No such impossibility has ever been established 
with regard to a common origin of the Aryan and Semitic dialects; while on the contrary the 
analysis of the grammatical forms in either family has removed many difficulties, and made it 
at least intelligible how, with materials identical or very similar, two individuals, or two fami
lies, or two nations, could in the course of time have produced languages so different in form as 
Hebrew and Sanskrit." 10 

The ludo-European languages are labeled as the Aryan languages and Arabic, Syriac, He
brew, Aramaic, Akkadian, Sabaic, Edomite, and Berber dialects of Northern Africa. Some other 
African languages; Haussa and Galla are included among the Semitic languages. Friedrich Max 
Millier talking about the relationship of Aryan and Semitic languages states: 

"It is impossible to imagine an Aryan language derived from a Semitic, or a Semitic from 
an Aryan language. The grammatical framework is totally distinct in these two families of 
speech. This does not exclude, however, the possibility that both are diverging streams of the 
same source; and the comparisons that have been instituted between the Semitic roots, reduced 
to their simplest form, and the roots of the Aryan languages, have made it more than probable 
that the material elements with which they both started were originally the same." 11 

Mario Pei is an Italian-born American linguist whose many works helped to provide the 
general public with a popular understanding of Hnguistics and philology. Pei immigrated to the 
United States with his parents when he was seven years old. By the time he was out of high 
school he knew not only English and his native Italian, but also Latin, Greek, and French. Over 
the years he became fluent in five languages, capable of speaking some 30 others, and ac
quainted with the structure of at least 100 of the world's 3,000 spoken languages. As a graduate 
student at Columbia University, New York City, he learned such early languages as Sanskrit, 
Old Church Slavonic, and Old French. He joined the Columbia faculty in 1937 and from 1952 
to 1970 was professor of Romo.nee philology. 12 We conclude this section in his words: 

"Is there a possibility that our present cJassification of languages will be improved? More 
light is being shed upon language affiliations as more material is discovered. It is even possible 
that one day dream of some linguists will come true, and all languages be proved to have a 
common origin. Linguists, however, are hard headed scientists, not impractical theorists. Be
fore, they will accept a hypothesis, however attractive, the proof must be cogent beyond a 
shadow of doubt." 13 
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ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVE OF PROVIDENCE OF GOD IN HUMAN 
LANGUAGES 

, .lo I ,• ~ 'll , 

2;1::C O bfji..lt ~ 0 ~~· 
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"Bounteous God, taught the Quran, created man (as a social being) and taught him the 
mode of expression." (Al Quran 55:2-4) So, our task in the domain of languages is to see 
whether there is evidence of evolution of languages or only devolution or transformation. 
Promised Messiahas wrote in Minanur Rehman: 

"The fact of the matter, however, is that except for the Holy Quraa, no one has ap
peared in the world who might have pointed towards instituting research in to the science of 
languages. It is this sacred Book which has said: 

-- ..... - . 
O 0i~J !JJ ~}I cl)J ~ 

(Al Quran 30:23) 

(i.e. among the signs in support of the existence and unity of God Almighty are the creation 
of earth and heavens and the difference of languages and colors. These are indeed great signs 
for God recognition - for those, however, who are gifted with knowledge). It will be noticed 
how great is the emphasis on the need of investigation into the science of languages--it 
is declared to be the basis of God recognition. Is there any such verse in the Gospels? I 
hold it out as a challenge that there is no such verse. Fie for shame! 

Arabic is the mother of all languages and is a composite of all their qualities and forms. 
It is truly and really the language for mankind. It is an inspirational vocabulary from God Al
mighty. It is the completer and fulfiller of the purpose underlying the birth of mankind which 
the best of creators has brought into existence. 

Again, I discovered from the revelation of Almighty God that Arabic is a treasure of 
arguments in favor of the prophethood of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings of 
God be upon him). It is a collection of weighty pieces of evidence in favor of the Shariat. I 
therefore fell in prostration before the Best of Givers, and the attraction of my passionate 
longing constrained me to travel deep into Arabic and to acquire proficiency in it. So, in pro
portion to the fund of my human capacity I entered its deep waters and with the help of God 
Almighty went inside its city walls. I began to walk upon its pathways and roads, and its 
footpaths and lanes, so that I might recognize its veiled inmate, brought up in its own house, 
so that I might taste the food contained in its pot, so that I might pick the fruit of its trees, 
and that I might bring out the pearls from its rivers. So, by God's Grace, I became one of 
those who succeed. I did not fail in any upward ascent, nor did I return empty handed from 
any meadow. 1 saw its freshness and browsed upon its greenery, and J was given by my Lord 
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a large share of knowledge its grasped its pearls and had come by its milk and its mines, and 
other localities were opened up for me, my God demonstrated for me that Arabic is a merci
ful revelation and the chief foundation for recognizing religion." 14 

(The emphasis and the reference of the verse of the Holy Qur' an have been added by 
the author of this article.) 

NO EVIDENCE OF EVOLUTION OF LANGUAGES 

Language is mankind's greatest invention - except, of course, that it was 
never invented. Guy Deutscher 

The word evolution is used in several meanings and connotations. In this article when 
it is mentioned that there is lack of evidence for evolution, what is meant is that there is no 
increase in the complexity or organization of languages. Change and transformation in lan
guages abound and that needs to be distinguished from evolution. In the words of John 
McWhorter, ''Language evolution is not geared toward improvement. Instead, languages 
change like the lava clump in a lava lamp: always different but at no point differentiable in 
any qualitative sense from the earlier stage. The process is better termed transformation than 
evolution." 15 When words are used with these connotations in the study of languages then 
we see plenty of examples of transformation or metamorphosis but none of 'evolution.' 

Guy Deutscher begins his book The Unfolding of La.nguage: An Evolutionary Tour of 
Mankind's Greatest Invention, by stating: 

"Of all mankind's manifold creations, language must take pride of place. Other inven
tions - the wheel, agriculture, sliced bread - may have transformed our material existence, 
but the advent of language is what made us human. Compared to language, all other inven
tions pale in significance, since everything we have ever achieved depends on language and 
originates from it. Without language, we could never have embarked on our ascent to unpar
alleled power over all other animals, and even over nature itself." 

But the amazing paradox in the opinion of the modern day linguists is that whereas all 
the other inventions of mankind were consciously made and tried out, the crown invention 
was achieved unconsciously, in total oblivion with nobody minding the shop. This is amaz
ing; the day dreaming that is possible under the umbrella of science can excel the fantasy and 
myth making of false religions! 

Very quickly he goes orito making a confession about the lack of evidence for the tall 
claims that he will keep making in his book: 

"Small tribes with stone-age technology speak languages with structures that some
times make Latin and Greek seem like child's play.' When it comes to linguistic form, Plato 
walks with the Macedonian swineherd, Confucius with the head-hunting savage of Assam,' 
as the American linguist Edward Sapir once declared. (Later on, I shall even argue that some 
aspects of language tend to be more complex in simpler societies.) 
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Needless to say, the lack of any reliable information about when and how speech first 
emerged has not prevented people from speculating. Quite the reverse - for centuries, it has 
been a favorite pastime of many distinguished thinkers to imagine how language first evolved 
in the human species. One of the most original theories was surely that of Frenchman Jean
Pierre Brisset, who in 1900 demonstrated how human language (that is to say, French) devel
oped directly from the croaking of frogs. One day, as Brisset was observing frogs in a pond, 
one of them looked him straight in the eye and croaked 'coac'. After some deliberation, Brisset 
realized that what the frog was saying was simply an abbreviated version of the question 'quoi 
que tu dis?' He thus proceeded to derive the whole of language from permutations and combi
nations of 'coac coac.' 

It must be admitted that more than a century on, standards of speculation have much im
proved. Researchers today can draw on advances in neurology and computer simulations to 
give their scenarios a more scientific bent. Nevertheless, despite such progress, the specu
lations remain no less speculative, as witnessed by the impressive range of theories circulating 
for how the first words emerged: from shouts and calls; from hand gestures and sign language; 
from the ability to imitate; from the ability to deceive; from grooming; from singing, dancing 
and rhythm; from chewing, sucking and licking; and from almost any other activity under the 
sun. The point is that as long as there is no evidence, all these scenarios remain Just so' sto
ries. They are usually fascinating, often entertaining, and sometimes even plausible - but still 
not much more than fantasy." 16 

Having defined the situation very clearly for us in the introductory section of his book, 
Guy Deutscher goes onto weave make-believe stories of his own in the rest of the book. In his 
358 page book he does not cite even one genuine example of improving order in languages 
over time. But he does share a useful metaphor with us about his childish vision of the elders 
of ancient Rome. He writes: 

"I had childish visions of the elders of ancient Rome, sitting in assembly one hot sum
mer day and debating what the case endings should be. They first decide by vote that -orum 
to be the plural ending of the 'genitive' case ('of the cactuses'), and then they start arguing 
about the plural ending for the 'dative' case ('to the cactuses'). One party opts for -is, but an
other passionately advocates - ibus. After heated debate, they finally agree to reach an amica
ble compromise. They agree that the nouns in the language will be divided into different 
groups, and that some nouns will have the ending -is, while others will take -ibus instead. 

In the cold light of the day, I somehow suspected that this wasn't really a very likely sce
nario. Still, I couldn't begin to imagine any plausible alternative which would explain where 
all these endings could have sprung from. If this intricate system of conventions had not been 
designed by some architect and given the go-ahead by a prehistoric assembly, then how else 
could it have come about?" 17 

Yet, in the scientific circles there is almost a religious belief that language evolved 
slowly. For example review this statement by Terrence W Deacon, "Modern languages, with 
their complex grammars and syntax, their massive vocabularies, and their intense sensorimo
tor demands, evolved incrementally from simpler beginnings. Though simple languages exist 
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in no society found today, they almost certainly existed at some point in our prehistory. 
These simple languages were superseded by modern complex languages, and the brains that 
originally struggled to support simple languages were replaced by brains better suited to this 
awkward adaptation." 18 He accepts, 'though simple languages exist in no society found to
day,' but that does not interfere with his 'certainty' as he immediately goes onto say, 'they 
almost certainly existed at some point in our prehistory.' By choosing the word 'prehistory' 
he has qukkly forsaken any responsibility to find evidence for his claim! 

When such assumptions do not yield any evidence then some of the scientists are ready 
to take longer leaps of faith. They begin to propose models suggesting 'hopeful monster.' 
Here is a detailed description of this phenomenon: 

''The claim that language is the product of a unique one of-a-kind piece of neural cir
cuitry that provides all the essential features that make language unique (e.g., grammar). But 
this does not just assume that there is a unique neurological feature that correlates with this 
unique behavior, it also assumes an essential biological discontinuity. In other words, that 
language is somehow separate from the rest of our biology and neurology. It is as though we 
are apes plus language-as though one handed a language computer to a chimpanzee. 

This reminds me of a wonderful piece of modem mythology from a recent film entitled 
Short Circuit. A sophisticated robot is accidentally transformed from a mechanism that JUSt 
runs programs' into a conscious, self-aware being as a result of being struck by lightning. 
The power surge damaged its circuits in just the right way. The now conscious robot, of 
course, does not think of this as "damage." From his perspective, the lightning bolt corrected 
a design limitation. As a cinematic device, the bolt of lightning accomplishes two important 
things. The catastrophic and unpredictable nature of lightning provides a vehicle for invok
ing drastic and unprecedented change, and it's intrinsically chaotic-and, by tradition, miracu
lous-character obviates any possibility of describing exactly what alterations changed a com
puter mechanism into a buman-type mind. For the sake of the story, we suspend critical 
analysis and allow this miraculous accident to stand in place of an otherwise inexplicable 
transformation. As an allegory of human mental evolution, it offers a paradigm example of 
what biologists call a "hopeful monster" theory: the evolutionary theorist's counterpart to di
vine intervention, in which a freak mutation just happens to produce a radically different and 
serendipitously better-equipped organism. 

The single most influential 'hopeful monster' theory of human language evolution was 
offered by the linguist Noam Chomsky, and has since been echoed by numerous linguists, 
philosophers, anthropologists, and psychologists. Chomsky argued that the ability of chil
dren to acquire the grammar .of their first language, and the ability of adults effortlessly to 
use this grammar, can only be explained if we assume that all grammars are variations of a 
single generic 'Universal Grammar,' and that all human brains come with a built-in language 
organ that contains this language blueprint. This is offered as the only plausible answer to an 
apparently insurmountable learning problem. Grammars appear to have an unparalleled com
plexity and systematic logical structure, the individual grammatical 'rules' aren't explicitly 
evident in the information available to the child, and when they acquire their first language 
children are still poor at learning many other things. Despite these limitations children ac
quire language knowledge at a remarkable rate." 19 



July -August 2009 45 Ahmadiyya Gazette USA 

Encyclopedia Britannica as recently as 194 7, eight decades after the publication of the 
Origin of Species by Charles Darwin had to say: 

"On the ultimate origin of language speculation has been rife, more among philoso
phers than among philologists. Some scholars (among them quite recently W. Schmidt) see 
the insufficiency of usual theories, and giving up all attempts at explaining it, in a natural 
way, fall back on the religious belief that first language was directly given to the first man by 
God." 20 

Over the subsequent decades the details and data have not changed just the make
believe stories now come with contemporary flavors. Everything has to originate from 
something and according to Darwinian assumptions something fully developed cannot come 
from nothing out of the blue. Charles Darwin wrote in the Origin of Species, "If it could be 
demonstrated that any complex organ existed which could not possibly have been formed by 
numerous, successive, slight modifications, my theory would absolutely break down." 21 

Wilbur Marshall Urban (1873-1952) was an American philosopher of language, influ
enced by Ernst Cassirer. He wrote in 1951 about interjectional theory that presupposes that 
natural sounds uttered in the state excited feelings were the beginning of speech, "All at
tempts at explaining the language in this way have been fruitless. There is no tangible evi
dence, historical or other, tending to show that the mass of speech elements or processes has 
evolved out of interjections." 22 

LANGUAGES HAVE BEEN DEVOLVING NOT EVOLVING 

Talking about how the European languages were derived from Latin, Friedrich Max 
Mt.mer writes: 

"If the six dialects which sprang from Latin have become six independent languages, it 
would seem to follow that the same Latin word must have taken a different form in each of 
them. French is different from Italian, Italian from Spanish, Spanish from Portuguese, be
cause the same Latin words were pronounced differently by the inhabitants of the-countries 
conquered or colonized by Rome, so that, after a time, the language spoken by the colonists 
of Gaul grow to be unintelligible to the colonists of Spain." 23 

There is no evolution just metamorphosis and possibly devolution. The human condi
tion is, as Plato would make Socrates say in the Republic (7 .5 l 4a ff.), comparable to that of 
prisoners of an underground cave, whose unfortunate fate is to confuse reality with passing 
shadows created by a fire inside their miserable abode and kept in motion by clever manipu
lators, who in the name of politics, rehgion, science, and tradition control the human herd. 
To uphold their Darwinian assumptions the professors of linguistics in different universities 
in the last few decades have been weaving make-believe stories about evolution of lan
guages. But when you look at the actual data or facts only phenomenon we see is gradual 
destructive change in languages over time. 
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Examples of devolution and destruction in languages abound. Guy Deutscher's book 
the Unfolding of Language: An Evolutionary Tour of Mankind's Greatest Invention is fiJled 
with example after example highlighting the destructive forces at work changing languages 
to worse and less organized states. 

Muhammad Ahmad Mazhar writes about Hebrew: 

"The word Hebrew or EBRI means to cross over (e,y; to cross a river). The name was 
given to Israelites coming from the East of Euphrates. Admittedly, Hebrew belongs to the 
Semitic group of languages. In thjs book we need not mention Hebrew and Syriac because 
there is no doubt or ruspute among the intelligent about their common origin and these two 
languages are the altered form of Arabic (Minan, P. 106). 

And Syriac was the first to emerge out of Arabic in an altered form. That is why the an
cients called it the earliest Arabic (Minan, P.90). 
In trus connection it may be noted that the Hebrew alphabet does not possess 6 letters of 
Arabic alphabet viz., u , t. , ~ , vi> , .b , t 

Therefore it goes without saying that the Hebrew vocabulary will fall short of numer
ous Arabic roots which contain these six letters and which are separate and independent 
words. And in any case the Hebrew vocabulary will be contained within the Arabic vocabu
lary. Hebrew is not as vast, scientific and systematic as Arabic." 24 

The phenomenon of devolution of language is well documented in the Bible: 

"Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. As men moved east
ward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. They said to each other, 'Come, let's 
make bricks and bake them thoroughly.' They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mor
tar. Then they said, 'Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the 
heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the 
whole earth.' But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower that the men were build
ing. The Lord said, 'If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, 
then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. Come, let us go down and confuse 
their language so they will not understand each other.' So the Lord scattered them from 
there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. That is why it was called Babel-
because there the Lord confused the language of the whole world. From there the Lord scat
tered them over the face of the whole earth." 25 

Mario Pei commenting on the Biblical description writes: 

Perennially the question comes up, if there was original unity among such widely di
versified tongues as English, Russian, Greek, Armenian and Hindustani, what is there to be
lie the possibility that in a much remoter epoch all the world's languages may have sprung 
from one common stock. May not the Biblical account of Babel's tower of confusion be 
figuratively, even if not literally true? There is nothing to belie trus possibility." 26 
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LANGUAGES A FRUITFUL AREA FOR RELIGIOUS RESEARCH 

The simple reason being that 'the fossil record' is compJete in the form of the modern 
languages and in their relationship with each other. We have possibly 6000 complete speci
mens with all their intricate details to argue from. 

The paleontologists work with fossils, the geneticists work with genes and the neo
Darwinists sometimes work with actual data and sometimes with make believe stories ! The 
linguists work with languages, the roots and history of their words and grammar of the lan
guages. According to Christine Kenneally in the book, The First Word: The Search for the 
Origins of Language: 

"Of all the formidable obstacles to solving this mystery, the first lies in the nature of 
the spoken word. For all its power to wound and seduce, speech is our most ephemeral crea
tion; it is little more than air. It exits the body as a series of puffs and dissipates quickly into 
the atmosphere. On the evolutionary timescale, bone can last long enough to leave an im
pression, enabling us to track, for example, the adaptations that shaped 150 million years of 
ichthyosaurs. We can now see from the fossil evidence how these ocean dwellers changed 
over time, ballooning from a half meter into four-meter monsters, lengthening their spec
tacular snouts, and evolving fins and flukes from lizard bodies, before vanishing from the 
earth forever. But there are no verbs preserved in amber, no ossified nouns, and no prehis
toric shrieks forever spread-eagled in the lava that took them by surprise. 

Writing is a kind of fossil and so can tell us a little about the languages that have been 
recorded since it was invented. While it shares a lot including most of its words and much 
organizational structure, writing cannot be considered the bare bones of speech, for it is 
something else entirely. Writing is static, structured by the conventions of punctuation and 
the use of space. The kinds of sentences that occur in writing bear only an indirect relation
ship to the more free-flowing and complex structures of speech. Writing has no additional 
channels for avoiding ambiguity, as speech has with intonation and gesture. And writing is 
only six thousand years old. In the absence of petrified words, evidence of change in lan
guage-related body parts offers a compeJling clue to the course of language evolution. The 
brain, the tongue, the larynx, the lungs, the nose, and the uvula-the pendulous flap that 
swings in the throat of screaming Looney Tunes characters-are all intimately involved in 
speech production. But on the geologic timescale, soft tissue doesn't last much longer than a 
sound wave. It leaves traces only in very peculiar cases, like the skin of a thirty-tbousand
year-old mammoth stalled in Siberian permafrost or the famous prehistoric iceman, a five
thousand-year-old mummy na.turally preserved in an alpine glacier on the Italian-Austrian 
border. 27 

She continues her description of lack materials or fossil record in paleontology and 
their limitations, by writing: 

"For a long time the closest we could get to language-related fossils were the impres
sions left by the bones of distant ancestors. Scientists gained some information by interpret
ing cranial remnants, since skull size is an interesting, if indirect, measure of brain volume. 
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Assumptions about the language skills of our forebears can also be made when considering 
the length of the neck vertebrae and the progression of other skeletal changes over time. 

But the size of a skull or a femur takes you only so far. It doesn't tell you when the first 
word was uttered. Nor does it tell you if it was a noun like "tiger," a verb like "eat," or an 
imperative-"Run!" Bones can't tell you who said the first word or who was listening. Did 
language begin as a soli1oquy, or is the fundamental nature of language to be communica
tive?" 28 

Despite the limitations of available materials in studying the past, regarding other as
pects of evolution, fortunately in the field of languages, we have the equivalence of a com
plete fossil record if we are able to study most of the extant languages. This gives us very 
extensive materials to observe evolution of languages or lack thereof. Additionally as lan
guages are a relatively recent phenomenon that covers only thousands of years rather than 
millions of years this gives less ground to the linguists to build their make-believe stories, 
shifting the balance towards those who believe in revelation having jump started human fac
ulty of speech. The treasures of materials for study that the extant languages and the written 
record offer the linguists are unprecedented in any other field, to say the least. 

THE PRESENT IS THE KEY TO THE PAST -- TRANSFORMATION OF 
ENGLISH IN THE LAST 1000 YEARS 

Guy Deutscher in his book, The Unfolding of Language: an Evolutionary Tour of Man
ldnd's Greatest Invention has named one of his seven chapters, The Forces of Destruction. 
When we study languages we find that the forces of destruction abound yet the forces of 
evolution are nowhere to be seen except in the make-believe fairy tales of the linguists who 
do not have the moral courage to believe in revelation, yet are gullible enough to believe in 
any fairy tale that suits their assumptions. 

Guy Deutscher shares a fundamental insight of linguists with us by highlighting a sim
ple yet a powerful principle that the present is the key to the past. He writes: 

"So without any safe anchor in time, how can linguists ever hope to reconstruct what 
might have taken place in that remote period? The crux of the answer is one of the funda
mental insights of linguistics: the present is the key to the past. This tenet, which was bor
rowed from geology in the nineteenth century, bears the intimidating title 
'uniformitarianism', but stands for an idea that is as simple as it is powerful: the forces that 
created the elaborate feature~ of language cannot be confined to prehistory, but must be 
thriving even now, busy creating new structures in the languages of today. Perhaps surpris
ingly, then, the best way' of unlocking the past is not always to peer at faded runes on an
cient stones, but also to examine the languages of the present day." 29 

Having highlighted the golden principle of linguistic studies that the present is the key 
to the past, he goes onto share an elaborate example with us as to how English has changed 
over the last millennium: 
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Here is a short excerpt from the Book of Genesis, which relates the story of the flood: 

English around 2000 

"The Lord regretted having made humankind on the earth ... So the Lord said: 'I will 
wipe the buman beings I have created off the face of the earth, people together with animals 
and reptiles and birds of the air, because I regret having made them' .. . 

And God said to Noah' ... Make yourself an ark of gopher wood ... and cover it inside 
and out with pitch. For my part, I am going to bring a flood of waters on the earth, to destroy 
all flesh in which there is the breath of life.' " 

From modern, albeit literary English, let's now jump four centuries back in time, to the 
year 1604, when King James I, newly installed on the throne of England, and desiring to 
soothe the religious strife that had plagued the realm for more than a century, commissioned 
the best scholars in the land to produce a translation of the Bible into the English of the day. 
Forty-seven scholars labored on the text for the suitably biblical period of seven years, until 
finally, in 1611, what has come to be known as the King James Version was published: 

English around 1600 (King James Version) 

"It repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth ... And the Lord said: 'I will 
destroy man whom I haue created from the face of the earth, both man, and beast, and the 
creeping thing, and the foules of the aire, for it repenteth me that I haue made them.' And 
God said vnto Noah: 'Make thee an arke of gopher wood ... and [thou] shalt pitch it within 
and without with pitch. And behold, I, euen I, doe bring a flood of waters vpon the earth, to 
destroy all flesh wherein is the breath of life.' 

Because of the enduring prestige of the King James Version, its language still seems 
quite familiar, give or take a few thee's and thou's. But if one only ventures further back in 
time, to two centuries before King James commissioned his group of scholars, the going 
soon gets a little tougher. The first translation of the entire Bible into English was undertaken 
towards the end of the fourteenth century by a group of heretical scholars led by John Wy
cliffe, a forerunner of the Protestant Reformation who challenged the authority of the 
Church. Wycliffe and his associates worked on rendering the Bible into the vernacular of the 
day, to make the 'Jaw of God' available to everyone who could read an audacious undertak
ing for the time. Their translation finally appeared around 1390, a few years after Wycliffe's 
death: 

English around 1400 (Wycliffe Bible) 

It fortbou3t* him that he had made man in erthe. 'I shal do awey,' he seith, 'man, whom 
I made of nou3t, fro the face of the erthe, fro man vnto thingis hauynge soule, fro crepynge 
beest vnto fowles of heuen; forsothe it othenkith me to haue maad hem.' He seide to Noe: 
'Make to thee an ark of planed trees; and with yune and with oute thow shal di3ten it with 
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glew. Se, I shal lede to watres of a flood vpon the erthe, and I shal slee al flehs in the which 
spiryt of lijf is.' 

Wycliffe's may have been the first complete Bible to appear in English, but some parts 
of the Bible had been rendered into English as early as four centuries before. One of the first 
English translations was made at the tum of the first millennium, by AEifric's, Abbot of Eyn
sham. AElfric was celebrated as the greatest prose writer of Anglo-Saxon England, but for 
speakers of modem English, his language might seem just a tad odd: 

English around 1000 (Translation of AElfric) 

Gode ofouhte* oa oxt he manu geworhte ofer eoroan ... And cwaeo: 'le adylgie oone 
man, oe ic gesceop, fram oaere eoroan ansyne, fram oam men oo oa nytenu, fram oam slin
cendum oo oa fugelas: me ofoingo soolice oaet ic hi worhte.' 

And God cwaeo oa to Noe: 'Wyre oe nu ane arc of aheawenum bordum and claemst wio
innan and wioutan mid tyrwan. Efne ic gebringe flodes waeteru ofer eoroan, oaet ic ofslea eat 
flaesc on oam oe is lifes gast.' 

The four passages above reveal the waywardness of the 'English language' over the last 
thousand years, and highlight just how thoroughly it has changed .... 

AElfric's English is not merely strange - it sounds like double Dutch. Within a span of 
only about thirty generations, 'English' has undergone such a thorough overhaul that what is 
supposed to be one and the same language is barely recognizable. Indeed, AElfric's language 
seems so entirely foreign that one might need some convincing to accept that it even bas any
thing to do with English at all. And yet, on closer inspection, and with a wordfor-word gloss 
into modem English, it turns out that the two 'Englishes' have a lot more in common than 
meets the eye: 

Gode ofthuhte tha thaet he mann geworhte of er eorthan, 
to. God displeased then that he man wrought over earth 

And cwaeth: le adylgie thone man, the ic ge-sceop 
And said I destroy the man that I shaped 

fram there eorthan ansyne fram tham 
from the earth's face from the 

men oth tha nyfenu, fram tham slincendum oth tha fugelas 
men 1 to the beasts, from the crawlers to the fowls 

Armed with this gloss, it may become easier to accept that AElfric's language and mo
dem English really do represent two stages of the same language. Quite a few words are the 
same (and, he, men), and others are much of a muchness (ifer 'over' ,fram 'from') or at least 
close enough to be identifiable: eorthan 'earth', geworhte 'wrought', cwccth 'quoth', fugelas 
'fowls'. Even so, the knowledge that AElfric's language really was the 'English' of a millen
nium ago only makes the extent of the changes seem more baffling." 30 
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It is indeed baffling but has it evolved in complexity and order or has it devolved? 
From this metamorphosis Guy Deutscher wants to make a case for evolution. But where is 
it? It is not like beauty that is in the eye of the beholder. We need to see some additional or
der or complexity developing over time to call it evolution. None of that! Despite the pres
ence of the printing press, the developed state of the British society in the last millennium 
and greater means of communication and travel we do not see any development in the lan
guage or any additional complexity or order in the words or grammar. Guy Deutscher 
writes, "Perhaps the most surprising feature of AElfric's English is that, like Latin, it had a 
complex case and gender system, so that nouns and even the definite article 'the' had an ar
ray of different forms depending on their role in the sentence and on their gender and num
ber." 

31 
This is certainly loss of detail and order and simplification not evolution. Steven 

Pinker describes a similar example of metamorphosis and possible devolution of English 
language in the last millennia using the change in Lord's Prayer. 32 

Guy Deutscher also makes a tall claim: 

"It took a long time before linguists managed to show that the forces of creation are not 
confined to remote prehistory, but are alive and kicking even in modem languages. In fact, it 
is only in recent decades that linguists have begun to appreciate the full significance of these 
creative forces, and have amassed enough evidence from hundreds of languages around the 
world to allow us a deeper understanding of their ways. At last, linguists are now able to pre
sent a clearer picture of how imposing linguistic edifices can arise, and how intricate systems 
of grammatical conventions can develop quite of their own accord. So today, it is finally 
possible to get to grips with some of the questions which for so long had seemed so intracta
ble." 33 

But nowhere in his book have we seen any genuine example of evolution or develop
ment of language. The only way the linguists can demonstrate evolution in languages is by 
indulging in make-believe. According to Friedrich Max MUller, Professor of Philology at 
Oxford: 

"If you consider that, whatever view we take of the origin and dispersion of language, 
nothing new has ever been added to the substance of language, that all its changes have been 
changes of form, that no new root or radical has ever been invented by later generations, as 
little as one single element has ever been added to the material world in which we live." 34 

He goes onto write later in his book, the full text of which can be reviewed in the 
google.com book section: 

"Since the beginning of the world no new additions has ever been made to the substan
tial elements of speech, any more than to the substantial elements of nature. There is a con
stant change in language; a coming and going of words; but no man can ever invent an en
tirely new word. We speak to all intents and purposes substantially the same language as the 
earliest ancestors of our race; and, guided by the hand of scientific etymology, we may pass 
on from century to century through the darkest periods of world's history, till the stream of 
language on which we ourselves are moving carries us back to those distant regions where 
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we seem to feel the presence of our earliest forefathers, and to hear the voices of the earth
born sons of Manu. " 35 

Mohammad Ahmad Mazhar argues that if the prehistoric, primitive man could invent a 
language why cannot the advanced man of the twentieth century invent a single word? 

36 

EPILOGUE 

And among His Signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the diversity of your 
tongues and colors. In that surely are Signs for those who possess knowledge. (30:23) 

In this verse, of the Holy Qur'an there is a subtle hint that as all the races have come 
from one race or color of the skin; likewise, all the languages have come from one mother 
tongue or language. We are also invited to study languages among other subjects as 'in that 
surely are Signs for those who possess knowledge.' Inference being that by studying lan
guages and showing that they all come from one prototype, one source, we may be led to 
'Guided Evolution' and to religion in turn. For this purpose we need to just establish that 
languages are not evolving but devolving or transforming from one prototype. Showing that 
Arabic is that prototype has additional benefits but is not necessary to demonstrate that all 
languages have been formed by numerous, successive, slight modifications of one mother 
tongue. 

This verse points to a fertile area of future research and an objective and scientific refu
tation against blind evolution that bas been pointed to us by Promised Messiah35

, drawing in
spiration from different verses of the Holy Quran, especially the one that calls Mecca as the 
mother of all the towns. 37 

Language is what makes us human, the most advanced and dominant species on the 
planet earth. It is the climax of the so called creative processes on the planet. If we demon
strate and objectively establish, God's Providence in the revelation of 'mother of all lan
guages,' then we will be making a strong case for 'Guided' or 'Theistic Evolution.' The suc
cess of such undertaking is underwritten and guaranteed by God Himself, as hinted to, in the 
verse in the beginning of thi~ section. 

So, after all we may be able to demonstrate that in the final analysis humans are not 
just another animal species, owing its existence to merely ' blind chance' and 'survival of the 
fittest.' What separates us from other apes is the revelation of mother language at some pre
historic time and subsequent revelation of spiritual and moral code through the Prophets, 
starting with the Prophet Adam, in the last 6 millennia. 

A lot of ground work is already in place. For example, the Promised Messiahas wrote 
that Syriac was the first to emerge out of Arabic in an altered fom1. That is why the ancients 
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called it earliest Arabic (Minan, P.90). Numerous researchers and faculty members in different 
universities of the world are working on this subject and the research is being funded by the Na
tional Foundation of Sciences. It is not their intent, but all this research will in the final analysis 
serve the Holy Quran as is foretold 'in the diversity of your tongues ... surely are Signs for 
those who possess knowledge.' (Al Quran 30:23) Friedrich Max Millier writes: 

"Language has been called sacred ground, because it is the deposit of thought. We cannot 
tell as yet what language is. It may be a production of nature, a work of human art, or a divine 
gift. But to whatever sphere it belongs, it would seem to stand unsurpassed-nay, unequalled in 
it-by anything else. If it be a production of nature, it is her last and crowning production which 
she reserved for man alone. If it be a work of human art, it would seem to lift the human artist 
almost to the level of a divine creator. lf it be the gift of God, it is God's greatest gift; for 
through it God spake to man and man speaks to God in worship, prayer, and meditation." 38 

'The present is the key to the past' and as we keep demonstrating that languages are only 
devolving and never evolving, in the strict sense of the word, we would have established that 
language is a gift and revelation from God! But there is a certain urgency about this work as in 
this information age many of the local languages are dying fast. Steven Pinker estimates, 
"Between 3600 to 5600 languages, as many as 90% of world's total, are threatened with extinc
tion in the next century." 39 Guy Deutscher echoes the same sentiment in his book the Unfold
ing of language: An Evolutionary Tour of Mankind's Greatest Invention by writing: 

"At an estimated death-rate of one language every two weeks, it seems that before this 
century is out, between half and three-quarters of the world's six thousand or so languages will 
have disappeared, and among them almost all the languages of small preliterate societies." 40 

Time is of the essence and it is urgent for the mankind and especially the Muslims to 
document the languages under the guidelines revealed by Allah to the Messiah of this age. 
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MEMORABLE MOMENTS WITH 
SIR ZAFRULLA KHAN 

An interview with 
Sayyed Ahmad Saeed Kirmani 

Translated by: Muhammad Idris Chaudhry, Valdosta, GA 

Sayyed Ahmad Saeed 
Kinnani was Minister of Fi
nance and then Minister of 
Information for the Govern
ment of West Pakistan from 
1966-69. During the Bhutto 
administration he was an 
Ambassador to Egypt. Be
low are parts of the inter
view originally published in 
Qaumi Digest (Freedom Is
sue) of August 2002, pp 25-
32, and later appeared in 
the March 2009 issue of 
Monthly Ansarullah, Rab
wah, pp 25-31. 

Question --- Quaid-e-Azam 
especially sununoned him 
from Bophal so that he 
could plead the case of 
Muslim League before the 
Boundary Commission? 

Kirmani --- Quaid-e-Azam 
was very adept at sizing up 
a person. He knew who was 
suitable for which job. He 
never picked a wrong per
son. Quaid-e-Azam picked 
out the right man for the 
right job. He himself had 
made the choice of Zafrulla 
Khan. At the time of the 

creation of Pakistan, Za
frulla Khan was a constitu
tional advisor to the Nawab 
of Bophal. Quaid-e-Azam 
sent for him and asked him 
to argue the case of Muslim 
League before the Bound
ary Commission. Leaving 
behind a hefty salary and 
package of benefits, he 
came along. I mean AlJab 
the Most High had granted 
to Quaid-e-Azam the gift to 
size up a person. 

Question --- In those days 
how did you come in con
tact with Chaudhry Sahib 
because he has mentioned 
the struggles you went 
throu-gh? 

Kirmani --- I was a novice 
lawyer. Dr. Khalifa Shuja
ud-Deen was a great man 
who took me to Zafrulla 

· Khan. Nazim-ud-Deen him
self said to me that in Lon
don there was an Indian 
young man with excep
tional health who had never 
touched alcohol or women. 
He was referring to Kahlifa 
Shuja-ud-Deen. Actually 

the British Viceroy told 
Fazal Husain that he had 
become sick so why not 
suggest to me some one 
from Punjab (to replace 
him). He came to Lahore 
being sick. Feroz Khan 
Noon 's name was sug
gested but the Viceroy re
fused. Then Sir Shal1ab-ud
Deeo and Sir Sikander Ha
yat' s names were suggested 
but the Viceroy again re
fused. Then the Viceroy 
asked to give him the name 
of some one from the High 
Court Bar. Fazal Husain 
said that in the Bar there 
were only two people; Dr. 
Kahlifa Shuja-ud-Deen, and 
Chau-dhry Zafrulla Khan. 
He did not want to recom
mend Shuja-ud-Deen be
cause he had twice publicly 
insulted him in meetings. 
Then he recommended Za
frulla Khan and offered jus
tification. 

Question --- In connection 
with Boundary Commission 
did Dr. Shuja-ud-Deen take 
you to Chaudhry Zafrulla 
Khan? 
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Kirmani -- Kahlifa Shuja
ud-Deen took me to him. I 
noticed that he looked like a 
country cousin. He was 
speaking in Punjabi: When 
did you come? When will 
you return? I remember 
curfew was imposed in the 
city. We were given a pass. 
1 returned late at night. My 
mother hailed from Amrat
sar. We called her as 
'Aappo'. I told her, "Al
though Quaid-e-Azam is a 
man of great wisdom but he 
has chosen Zafrulla Khan 
who seems to be a country 
cousin". 

Question --- He was to ar
gue before the Boundary 
Commission? 

Kirmani --- Yes, to plead 
the case. Silence took over 
my mother before she could 
say anything. Then she 
said, "Quaid-e-Azam has so 
much understanding and he 
has brought forth such a 
wrong person". My mother 
stayed up all night and per
formed su pererogatory 
prayer so that Amratsar 
could be included in Paki
stan territory. My maternal 
grandfather emanated from 
there. In the morning, after 
breakfast, I got on a bicycle · 
and reached Sir Maratab 
Ali's mansion on Davis 
Road. Then I rode in Za
frulla Khan's car. He did 
two strange things. First, 
the driver took the car he 
was in to the High Court 
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gate in front of the Mall 
Road. 

Question --- The one which 
was rn front of the 
Eplumer? 

Kirmani --- Yes. Zafrulla 
Khan said to the driver, 
"Stop", and he did. 
Chaudhry Sahib said, "This 
thorough fare is only for 
judges". The driver said, 
"You have been a judge". 
Zafrulla Khan said, "What 
am I now"? The driver re
mained quiet. The front 
wheels of the car were in
side the gate but the rear 
wheels were outside when 
Chaudhry Sallib said to 
driver, "Go to the gate for 
the lawyers". He obliged. I 
was stuck with amazement 
that what a principled man 
he was! If Chaudhry Sahib 
had gone through the gate 
for the judges nobody 
would have minded. There 
was a big rush in the court. 
The police were hither and 
yonder. The riots were 
breaking out. Mirza Bashir
ud-Din Mahmod Ahmad 
was sitting bellind him. He 
was an extraordinary man 
of letters. He was invoking 
prayers and blowing with 
his mouth (towards 
Chaudhry Sallib). Some
times he would write on a 
piece of paper and give it to 
Zafrulla Khan so that he 
should make the point like 
this. Justice Deen Muham
mad got angry. He scolded 
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him and said, "Do not inter
rupt". Chaudhry Sahib got 
angry and said, "I will not 
argue". He got angry be
cause llis leader was put 
down. Then Chaudhry Sa
hib added, "I can consult 
anyone I want to". Lo, and 
behold! We the Muslims 
had our faces turned drab as 
they got into a row with 
each other. Allah brought 
about understanding be
tween them when Deen 
Muhammad said, "No one 
is allowed to interrupt. You 
should just ignore what I 
said. I want to advance the 
proceedings". Deen Mu
hammad was a headstrong 
arbiter. He hailed from Gu
jranwala and looked like a 
wrestler out of Kashmir. 
When Deen Muhammad 
got apologetic then Chau
dhry Sallib proceeded to 
present arguments. My 
thoughts were, "O Allah! 
What a talk he has come up 
with! Where have his ora
tory skills come from!! The 
befitting words he has cho
sen!!!" Anything he laid out 
was superb. It was beyond 
description. Chaudhry Sa
hib started talking like the 
waves of a river were danc
ing down oblivious of sur
rounds. His eloquence was 
of the nighest quality flow
ing out so very smoothly. 
His words were graceful. 
The meanings were so 
deep. Oh My, Oh My. Any
how, I could write a book 
about this. I got home at 
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five past half. My late 
mother was waiting for me. 
She asked, "How did it 
go"? I replied , "Aappo, Za
frulla Khan was marvel
ous". She said, "Yesterday 
when you sajd he was a 
country cousin, you drove 
me out of my skin". I said, 
"No, Aappo, his perfonn
ance was at the zenith". My 
mother right away went 
into prostration, g1vmg 
thanks that the information 
her son gave her yesterday 
was wrong. The thought of 
that what would happen had 
made her downcast. The 
discussion Chaudhry Sahib 
took up was matchless not 
only in the history of India, 
England, or America but 
also in the world all around. 
If you do not agree, I do not 
object. Saital Wad was the 
Attorney General of India 
after freedom. He was rep
resenting the Congress 
Party. He said, "If this case 
is decided on the basis of 
arguments then Zafrulla 
Khan has carried the day. I 
believe that on behalf of 
Muslim India nobody could 
have offered better argu
ments". Saital Wad paid 
him tribute in an open 
court. It is a different matter 
that the Redcliff Award was · 
the debauchery of a Brit
isher. What I mean to say is 
that Zafrulla Khan per
formed meritoriously. At 
noon he said, "Let's go and 
eat". Chaudhry Sahib loved 
to eat seekh kabob. He said, 
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"The house of Maratab Ali 
is too far. Let's go to Anar
kali. There is a Muslim ka
bob-maker in the crossing 
of Anarkali". He sat in car 
and ate kabob with bread. 
He had barely cleaned his 
hands when be said, "Let's 
go back, the discussion has 
to take place". 

Zafrulla Khan's mem
ory was robust. He knew 
which railway stations 
came across on the way 
from Lahore to Bombay. 
He possessed great assets. 
Behold, whatever his belief 
system, it is a separate mat
ter. 

Question --- That was his 
personal matter? 

Kirmani --- That is a sepa
rate show but he was a 
great guy. Someone said, 
"Kirmani, you are not an 
Ahmadi". I said, "The thing 
is if I praise singing of 
Saighal, it does not mean 
that I have become a Hindu. 
Alternately during my 
childhood, in Lahore, there 
were A-one Sikh carpen
ters. They were the kings of 
making chairs and tables. If 
I say that Sardar Autar 
Singh makes good chairs, it 
does not mean that I have 
accepted Sikhism. It is rus 
art that I am praising. Simi
larly, I praise Chaudhry Za
fru Ila Khan 's art of oratory 
and his art of advocacy". 
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After all he was an ex
ceeilingly able man. His con
tribution was that first day he 
came and conducted the 
meeting in Mamdoatwala. I 
was present. Chaudhry Sahib 
said, "Do you have any mate
rials"? Everybody said, "We 
were waiting for you." 
Chaudhry Sahib said, "Well, 
then leave me alone. One day 
is left. I will get ready". Then 
Khawaja Abdul Raheem and 
his colleagues helped him a 
great deal. Some of the fel
lows were PCS officers of 
Revenue and they had an un
derstanding of the make up 
of ilistricts, like where Zeera 
was, where Ferozpur was, 
where Batala was or where 
Pathankoat was. When they 
all got together they were 
called in. The Government of 
India had granted permission 
to utilize its staff. Khawaja 
Raheem called some people 
on phone and got them to
gether. They then told 
Chaudhry Sahib that these 
are the townships. In Fero
zepur Tehsil (County) the 
Muslim population is less 
and Sikhs are greater in num
ber. They provided him with 
all the facts and figure. 

Chaudhry Sahib has 
said, "Khawaja Abdul Ra
heem was the then Commis
sioner of Rawalpindi. In 
those days he had come to 
Lahore to deal with certain 
refugee maters. He had col
lected some facts and figures 
about townsrups. He turned 
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them over to me hoping that 
maybe I could use them. 
Later on they did prove to 
be useful". 

Question --- Chaudhry Sa
hib is blamed for Pathan
koat? 

Kirmani --- Sheikh Bashir 
Ahmad was the lawyer for 
the Ahmadis. Later on he 
became a judge of the High 
Court. He was Ameer of the 
Ahmadiyya Community in 
Lahore. He came before the 
Boundary Commission on 
behalf of the Ahmadis. His 
support for Pakistan was on 
rock solid grounds. 

Question --- It was in front 
of the Boundary Commis
sion? 

Kirmani --- Yes, he pre
sented a memorandum in 
which endorsement for 
Pakistan was issued forth. It 
stated that the demand of 
the Muslims was correct. I 
was present at that occa
sion. If one believes it or 
not but this is a fact of life 
that Ahmadis stood by the 
movement for the creation 
of Pakistan. I am not an 
Ahmadi. 

Question --- The whole · 
world knows that you are 
not an Ahmadi. 

Kirmani --- Quaid-e-Azam 
sent Shaukat Hayat to two 
places: to see Mirza Bashir
ud-Din Mahmood Ahmad 
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and Maulana Maudoodi. He 
was to convey the message 
that they should withdraw 
their candidates contesting 
the election. Mirza Basheir
ud-Din Mahmood Ahmad 
replied, "TeJl Quaid-e
Azam that before the eve
ning sun sets down, they 
will be withdrawn". He had 
lent support to the Muslim 
League. When Shaukat Ha
yat went to Maulana Mau
doodi in Pathankoat, he 
said, "Jinnah Sahib's life is 
not the type of a Muslim. 
He does not support a 
beard, this and that, and so 
on". 

Question --- Chaudhry Sa
hib's persuasion that if we 
made district as a unit? 

Kirmani K. H. 
Khursheed said, "The reli
gious matters of Chaudhry 
Sahib have their own place 
but the chapter he has writ
ten on the Boundary Com
mission is exactly right". 

Question --- Please answer 
this question. Why Quaid
e-Azam chose him for this 
purpose? 

Kirmani --- No one could 
have pressured Qaud-e
Azam. No, no, no, for Mus
lims, he was the king with
out a crown. Chaudhry Mu
hammad Zafrulla Khan was 
a great man. He possessed a 
great deal of humbleness. 
He always observed obliga-
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tory prayers and fasted. He 
would stay in reciting 
choice supplications in re
membrance of Allah quite a 
bit. A man like Sir ZafruJla 
is born after centuries. 
Please do not mind, Sir Za
frulla will be born after cen
turies. I can write a book 
about him. He was a great 
man. Not too many people 
know that the Viceroy of 
India was not ready to send 
Iqbal to the (third) Round 
Table Conference. Zafrulla 
argued with him and got 
him to agree to his point 
that the Muslim youth were 
greatly impressed from 
Iqbal. 

Chaudhry Sahib went 
to the Round Table Confer
ence. A case was being 
heard which he had once 
argued before the Lahore 
High Court. He came to 
know of it. In the Privy 
Council sitting in the back 
he listened. A Barrister was 
making a speech. Chaudhry 
Sahib was feeling restless. 
Someone asked the reason. 
Chaudhry Sahib explained 
that as a Barrister he had 
argued the same case before 
the Labore High Court and 
it should be like this. After 
four years he had remem
bered and pointed out the 
related pages to read. The 
Britishers went crazy. 

. . . Chaudhry Sahib said 
that if we had made a dis
trict as a unit then we had to 
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give them more area. We 
made a Tehsil (County) as a 
unit which increased our 
area. If district was used 
then because of Gurdaspur 
although we would have 
gotten Pathankoat but it 
would have obliged us to 
forsake some other areas. 
The Kashmir issue had not 
yet arisen. Anyhow by all 
standards he was a great 
man. After Pakistan and 
Bharat were created, the 
Government of India sent 
Abul Kalam Azad to Iran 
which caused Iran to bend 
towards India. In order to 
thwart Abul Kalam Azad's 
efforts, the Government of 
Pakistan sent Chaudhry Za
frullah Kahn to Iran. There 
was that Khomeini type 
man. What do they call 
him? 

Question --- Ayatollah. 

Kirmani --- Ayatollah. He 
invited a couple of thou
sand people to a dinner 
party including members of 
the Parliament, traders, pro
fessors, doctors, engineers, 
scientists, etc. After the din
ner songs were sung. Te
hran was an Iranian city, 
the musicians were Irani
ans, and poet Hafiz Shirazi 
was an Iranian. His poetry 
was recited for an hour or 
more. AyatoJlah asked 
Chaudhry Sahib if he had 
any comments. Chaudhry 
Sahib could come up with 
good adjectives. He said, 
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"Wonderful! Fascinating! I 
have enjoyed it very much 
but the singer forgot these 
two couplets in Hafiz Shi
razi' s poem that should go 
like this. All and sundry 
went up in roar. Tehran is 
an Iranian city, the singers 
were Iranian, Hafiz Shirazi 
was an Iranian, and the one 
who pointed out was a 
Pakistani - Zafrulla Khan. 
Oh My, Oh My. . . . Sec
ondly, it was said, "Zafrulla 
Khan knows Arabic just as 
much as Abul Kalam Azad" 
Someone in the audience 
said, "How could it be? It is 
nonsense" . To that was 
added, "Before passing 
away Zafruilla Khan was 
writing an exegesis of the 
Holy Qur'an. Only such a 
person can write an exege
sis who has mastered Ara
bic." Zafrulla Khan was an 
extraordinary man. 

Question --- Then he fully 
negated the efforts of Abul 
Kalam Azad? 

Kirmani --- When he got 
put out of here (Foreign 
Minister of Pakistan), then 
Jawaher Lal Nehru sent a 
message but he refused (to 
work for India). At the time 
of the creation of Pakistan, 
the same offer was also 
made to him. What I want 
to point out is that the loss 
of Zafrulla Kahn was also 
the loss of Pakistan. It was 
also the loss of Arab World. 
Shah Faisal had been the 
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Foreign Minister of Saudi
Arabia. After Ibn-e-Saud 
died, he became the king. He 
had lots of affection for Za
frulla Khan. He allowed Za
frulla Khan to go inside the 
compounds of the holy grave 
(of the Holy Prophet53w) 
which is usually not permit
ted. 

Question --- What was the 
situation like in Egypt? 

Kirmani --- When I went to 
Egypt I found that the older 
diplomats were singing 
praises for Chaudhry Sahib. 
During the days when here in 
Pakjstan the Parliament was 
discussing the fate of 
Ahmadis as a minority; in 
Egypt, I went in the base
ment of the Embassy. There I 
saw Chaudhry Sahib's statue 
laying. It was given by the 
Arab League for bis services 
to the Arab Cause. I got it 
washed up and put it in my 
office. My staff said to me 
that in Pakistan they are be
ing subjected to expletives. I 
said, "Put it in my room. This 
is a tribute to Pakistan". He 
had a great name in Egypt. 
All the old diplomats knew 
him and they were mounting 
praises for him. 

He had only one daugh
ter. During his last moments 
for hours he held her to his 
chest. She could feel the 
breathing of her father. He 
could not talk to her anything 
special. He passed away in 
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Lahore. Dr. Javed Iqbal 
(son of poet Muhammad 
Iqbal) and Gen. Gilani (the 
then Governor of Punjab) 
participated in his funeral 
service. 

Question --- Did they par
ticipate in his funeral? 

Kirmani --- Yes, from the 
non-Ahmadis they were the 
only two. 

Question --- You have said 
that Shah Faisal was in love 
with Chaudhry Sahib. This 
is also welJ-known that in 
declaring Mirzais as a mi
nority, Shah Faisal exerted 
pressure? 

Kirmani --- No, it hap
pened because of the pres
sure from Mullahs. 

Question --- More than the 
Mullahs it could have been 
personal predilection of Mr. 
Bhutto. The Mullahs do not 
start any movement without 
the blessings of the Govern
ment. 

Kirmani --- Yes. Professor 
Waris Meer was also the 
Superintendent of the Uni
versity Hostel. In 1973 a 
train with students was · 
passing tlu·ough Rabwah. 
There was a riot on the 
Rabwah Railway Station. 
The boys were beaten up. 
That is where the anti
Qadiani movement started. 
Waris Meer has said that 
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a riot on Rabwah Railway 
Station. The boys were 
beaten up. That is where the 
anti-Qadiani movement sta
rted. Waris Meer has said 
that two days before the riot 
he had received orders from 
the Government to put all 
the Ahmadj students out of 
the hostel. 

Question --- Bhutto was a 
strange man . .. . You have 
said that Maulana Abul 
Kalam went to Iran to bend 
Iran towards India and 
Chaudhry Sahib went there 
to dispel his influence. Did 
he? 

Kirmani --- Yes. Maulana 
Azad had come to Lahore 
to show favor to Khizar Ha
yat Tiwana.. .. Chaudhry 
Sahlb brought this matter to 
a close. He convinced Khi
zar Hayat Tiwana to resign 
in favor of the Muslim 
League. Zafrulla Khan 
came to Lahore. Khizar Ha
yat said that he had met 
with the Viceroy and he 
told him that they were not 
going. Chaudhry Zafrulla 
Khan said to Khizar Hayat, 
"No, no, the Britishers are 
wi1ling to transfer the 
power to Indians. And mind 
it do not stand in the way of 
the Muslim League". 

******* 
PAYZAKAT 
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HADITH 
Hadhrat Abu Sa 'id Al

Khudr{3 relates that they were 
sitting in the company of the 
Holy Prophetsaw when a 
woman came to the Holy 
Prophetsaw and said: "My 
husband Safwan bin Mu'attal 
hits me when I offer Prayer, 
makes me break my fast when 
I keep fast, and offers Fajr 
Prayer after tbe sunrise. 
Safwan was present in the 
gathering. The Holy Proph
et'aw asked him about the 
complaints. He said: 'O 
Prophetsaw of Allah! She says 
that I hit her when she offers 
Prayer. It is because she recites 
two Surahs in the Prayer, and I 
forbade her.' At this, the Holy 
Prophetsaw said: 'If you recite 
just one Surah, it is enough for 
people.' Then Safwan said: 
'With regards to her complaint 
about my telling her to break 
the fast, the truth is that she 
keeps on fasting continuously. 
You know I am a young man. I 
do not have that much 
patience.' At this the Holy 
Prophet:53w said: 'A woman 
should not keep voluntary fast 
without her husband's 
permission.' Said Safwan: 
'Now, regarding her last 
complaint that I offer Fajr 
Prayer after the sunrise. 
Everyone knows that my 
tribesmen have the habit of 
getting up late.' At this, the 
Holy Prophetsaw said, 'Al-right, 
offer your Prayer when you get 
up.' II 

(Abu- Da-'u-d kita-bus:ts±aum ba-bal
imrata tasu-mu blghalr idhan zaujiha-, 

Mishkat, p 282) 
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Wasiyyat - Pathway to Paradise 
Mansura Bashir Minhas, Miami, FL 

When confronted with 
the decision to join the Ni
zam-e-Wasiyyat, I had seri
ous misgivings about my
self and questioned whether 
I was even worthy of em
bracing the enormity of the 
challenges that lay ahead. 
The conditions and respon
sibilities laid down in ''The 
Will" appeared to be ex
tremely daunting for an or
dinary person like me. I 
was to muster courage and 
enrolled in this auspicious 
scheme merely due to my 
father's encouragement. He 
assured me that once a per
son embarks upon this en
deavor, it not only opens 
the doors of boundless re
wards in this world but also 
sets one on a journey of 
personal reformation. I was 
very young at that time and 
lacked the sagacity to fuliy 
grasp the true spirit and es
sence of Wasiyyat. I en
rolled nevertheless, primar
ily because it just felt 
'right'. Thus, my decision 
cannot be termed as a 
purely rational one. 

As I read 'The Will' , I 
was deeply moved and con
vinced that this scheme was 
indeed a Guided one. De
spite its voluntary nature, I 
deemed it to be a calling 

that I could just not afford 
to disregard. In retrospect, 
this has been undeniably 
one of the most prudent de
cisions of my life. Ever 
since, I have been on the 
receiving end of Allah ' s 
boundless Blessings and 
Mercy. 

The scheme of Wasiy
yat was set up in 1905 by 
the Promised Messiaa~ un
der Divine Revelation. Ja
ma 'at Ahmadiyya was in its 
nascent phase and the 
Promised Messiah envi
sioned a group of righteous 
and pious people who 
would be his torch-bearers 
after his passing. He fore
saw a Jama'at of true be
lievers who would not only 
be at peace with Allah in 
this world but also in the 
Hereafter. The true spirit of 
'Taqwa' (love of Allah) en
tails sacrifices solely for the 
purpose of seeking Divine 
Love. In order to achieve 
nearness to Allah, true be
lievers must be ready to of
fer all that they cherish and 
that which is extremely 
dear to them. 

Most human endeav
ors and pursuits are fore
most for the accwnulation 
of material wealth and en-

suring that the progeny is 
provided for. If a person 
claims that he holds Allah 
most dear and beloved; and 
wishes to render credibility 
to this claim, then he must 
be ready to sacrifice abso
lutely ALL for the sake of 
the Beloved. 

God Almighty says in 
the Holy Qur' an: 

,. 1 • , ~ 
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Never shall you attain 
to righteousness unless you 
spend out of that which you 
love, and whatever you 
spend, Allah surely knows 
it well. ( 3:93) 

Nizam-e-Wasiyyat is 
the perfect tool that allows 
one to achieve this en
deavor in an efficient and 
beneficial manner. It allows 
one to offer what is held 
dearest - the hard-earned 
material wealth, and pre
pares one for that ultimate 
abode and ensures that he 
will be provided for in the 
Hereafter. 

Reiterating the bless
ings of Wasiyyat appears to 
be cliched on the surface, 
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and the promise of the re
wards in the Hereafter 
seems to be somewhat dis
tant and surreal. As we lead 
our lives in a world where 
material wealth is consid
ered a true determinant of 
status, honor and prestige, 
parting with one's lucrative 
and prized possessions in
deed requires a lot of cour
age and will-power. The 
common misconception 
that Wasiyyat is tantamount 
to enormous financial sacri
fice makes many people 
shy away from committing 
to it. In this era of rampant 
materialism, it is hard to 
reconcile with the fact that 
by committing a portion of 
our hard-earned wealth, we 
will be ensured tbe intangi
ble 'return on investment' 
in the Hereafter. It seems 
even more inconceivable in 
an environment where the 
apparent, sole guarantee to 
a prosperous future is the 
balances of our 401-Ks and 
IRAs. 

One may ask any 
Moosi and they all testify to 
the personal transformation 
and rewards that ensued as 
a result of joining this 
blessed scheme. Their per- . 
sonal experiences are noth
ing short of miracles as 
most have witnessed mag
nification of their personal 
wealth in this world. They 
will recount instances of 
extreme financial hardships 
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and challenges that were 
smoothed out as a result of 
their sacrifices. Not only 
were they able to fulfill 
their obligation towards this 
scheme, but through mi
raculous turns of events Al
lah provided for them and 
bestowed upon them 
worldly blessings of unpar
alleled proportions. Without 
doubt they have been the 
recipients of boundless suc
cess and material rewards 
within this world, in this 
very life. 

This is so true of the 
Moosis who joined the 
scheme at the time of the 
Promised Messiabas. Most 
of them were people of 
meager means, yet they re
sponded in large numbers 
to the call of the Messiah 
and Mahdi of the age. Their 
subsequent generations 
have prospered, thrived and 
flourished beyond imagina
tion. 

What can be a plausi
ble explanation for this phe
nomenon, as the system of 
Wasiyyat negates the very 
founding principles of ' 
profit-making? This contra
diction can easily be ironed 
out if we evaluate those 
principles that are the guid
ing force for Moosis. Their 
complete indifference to 
worldly principles is due to 
a lack of interest therein. 
They aspire for greater ide-
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als and their sole motiva
tion is to gain "Raza-e
llahi" (Allah's blessings). 
Hence, if they commit 
themselves to the highest 
authority, how can He not 
provide for them and take 
care of them? He ensures 
them prosperity in this 
world also and showers 
"Barka.t" (blessings) upon 
their material wealth. 

Even if we are willing 
to part with our hard-earned 
material wealth, we must 
realize that it constitutes 
just a fraction of the obliga
tions that are required of us 
as a Moosi. Wasiyyat re
quires purification of the 
souls. Personal reformation 
is integral to this blessed 
scheme. It is a system that 
confers a sense of inner re
sponsibility, keeping in 
check any wanton ways or 
habits. It purifies human 
thoughts and allows the 
Moosi to grasp the true es
sence of Taqwa and makes 
him realize that this world 
is a mere transient abode. It 
does not limit the pleasures 
and bounties of this world 
in any way. I must reiter
ate, it magnifies the physi
cal and tangible blessings in 
myriad miraculous ways. 

It allows a person to 
mold his life in a manner 
that all of his deeds and ac
tions are accounted for. 
Even though he lives in this 
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mortal world, his deeds and 
actions are geared for that 
final destination. By parting 
with the material wealth in 
this world, one gains 
strength and fully compre
hends that the wealth of this 
world is not everlasting. It 
makes one realize that the 
'game does not end here' as 
we breathe our last breaths 
in this world, thereby al
lowing one to fully grapple 
the true essence of Wasiy
yat. It reiterates that in or
der to ensure a peaceful 
abode in the Hereafter, one 
has to start here. 

Nizaam-e-Wasiyyat of
fers its adherents a sense of 
consolation and solace that 
they would be taken care 
of, once they leave their 
mortal abode. It embarks 
them on a journey that not 
only renders this life mean
ingless but also provides 
them the peace and security 
that Allah will provide for 
them, since they have com
mitted all they have, with 
the primary motive being to 
seek the pleasure of Allah. 
Wasiyyat is an effective 
tool for solidifying the faith 
of a true believer. Unwaver
ing faith in Allah allows 
one to combat trials and 
tribulations in this world 
with fortitude and strength. 

The true army of be
lievers that the Promised 
Messiah envisioned to leave 
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behind can be distinguished 
and characterized by their 
traits. They are to be a 
group of righteous and pi
ous people, who can be 
judged not solely by their 
words, but their lives also 
bear testament to their true 
kinship with the Almighty. 
They are a group of adher
ent followers who firmly 
believe that in order to se
cure an elevated status in 
the Eternal abode, they 
have to please Allah and 
off er all that is dear to 
them. They rise up to the 
call of the Imam of the age 
and demonstrate their belief 
in a Living God and show 
that their every breath and 
action is guided by Divine 
Love. Enrolling in the sys
tem of Wasiyyat allows 
them to fulfill this sacred 
obligation towards Allah 
and ensures them prosperity 
in this world and also in the 
Hereafter. 

May Allah enable 
Moosis to stay steadfast to 
their pledge and fulfill the 
vision of the Promised 
Messiah85

• May Allah en
able more Ahmadis to re
spond to Hazoor' Saba call to 
join the Divine scheme of 
Wassiyat in large numbers. 
Ameen. 

******* 
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HADITH 
Hadhrat Abu Hurai

rahra relates that the Holy 
Prophetsaw said: "The food 
of two suffices for three and 
the food of three suffices 
for four." 

In another narration, 
Hadhrat Jabi{3 relates that 
the Holy Prophetsaw said: 
"The food of one suffices 
for two, the food of two 
suffices for four, and the 
food of four suffices for 
eight." 

(Muslim kitabul ashribah 
fadilatul muwasa fittu 'am) 

Hadhrat Abu Mas'ud 
Badr{0 relates: "A man 
prepared some food for the 
Holy Prophetsaw and invited 
him along with four others. 
But a fifth also went along 
with them. Arriving at the 
door, the Holy Prophet'aw 
said to the host: 'This one 
has followed us. You may 
permit him to join or he 
will go back.' He said: 
'Messenger5°w of Allah, 
indeed I invite him too.' " 

(Muslim kitabul ashribah 
bab ma yaf'aluddaif idha 

taba'ah man du'a 
sahibuttu 'am) 

******* 



July - August 2009 64 Ahmadiyya Gazette USA 

ISLAMIC ECONOMIC SYSTEM: 
A Brief Description 

Bashir Ahmad, North New Jersey 

Hadhrat Khalifatul 
Masih ura in his book, "The 
Economic Structure of Is
lamic Society" states: 

"The essentials of 
the Islamic social and eco
nomic system for the equi
table and just distribution of 
wealth and the establish
ment of lasting peace in the 
world are: 

1. The basic needs of all hu
man beings should be 
provided for. 

2. In trying to achieve this 
object, the incentives 
behind individual effort 
and enterprise should 
not be weakened. 

3. The system devised 
should be voluntary and 
should not involve 
forcible dispossession 
or confiscation. 

4. The system should not 
be confined to one 
country or one nation, 
but should be univer
sal." 

In order to achieve 
these goals, Islam provides 
complete guidance while 
dealing with all other as
pects and spheres of human 
life. The basic concept of 
an Islamic life of righteous
ness is that absolute sover-

eignty and ownership over 
everything and everybody 
lies only with God, because 
He is the Creator and Sus
tainer of the universe. No 
one, therefore, is presumed to 
act as if he was the absolute 
master or owner of anything. 
Men in their respective 
spheres are no more than 
trustees, answerable to the 
real Master, God Almighty, 
for the manner in which they 
discharge their trusts. 

Allah states in the Holy 
Qur'an: 

"And blessed is He, to 
Whom belongs the kingdom 
of heaven and earth, and 
what is between them; and 
with Him is knowledge of the 
hour and to Him you will be 
brought back." (43:86) 

As such, the Islamic 
point of view regarding all 
natural sources of wealth is 
that: 

"He it is Who created 
for you all that is in the 
earth." (2:30). 

Therefore, it is essential 
that all natural sources of 
wealth, like mountains, riv
ers, oceans, minerals, forests, 

lands, all over the world, 
should be shared by all of 
man.kind, for Allah exhorts: 

"And give them [ out of 
that wealth which truly be
longs to Allah which He has 
bestowed upon you." (24:34) 

The Holy Qu'ran lays 
down another important prin
ciple for equitable dealings 
and justice for all: 

"Verily, Allah com
mands you to make over the 
trusts to those entitled to 
them, and that, when you 
judge between men, you 
judge with justice. And surely 
excellent is that with which 
Allah admonishes you! Allah 
is All-Hearing, All
Seeing." (4:59) 

The uplift of the poor 
and needy is indispensable in 
the national and international 
interest to maintain harmony 
and peace in the world . The 
social and economic differ
ences we observe today be
tween the rich and poor, the 
have and have-nots, are not 
only being intensified, but 
are also being more and more 
bitterly felt. Islam warned 
more than 1400 years ago to 
bridge this gap, saying: 
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"And spend for the 
cause of Allah and cast not 
yourselves into ruin with 
your own hands, and do 
good, surely, Allah loves 
those who do good." (2: 196) 

This verse clearly 
tells us the fate of the French 
and Russian aristocrats. Fail
ure by the rich to discharge 
this obligation voluntarily is 
bound in the end to entail 
their own destruction. The 
common people will rise and 
destroy everything, in their 
blind rage. 

An Islamic state is 
duty-bound to provide the 
basic needs of all its subjects. 
The Holy Qur'an states: 

"It is provided for you 
that you will not be hunge,y 
therein, nor will you be na
ked. And that you will not 
thirst therein, nor will you be 
exposed to the sun. " (20: 119-
120) 

This was the command
ment given to Adam more 
than 6000 years ago and this 
was the order Islam re
established and perfected in 
detail. The modern age slo
gan of providing food, cloth
ing, and shelter by commu
nists and capitalists, the so 
called welfare states, was 
never fulfilled and thus re
mained an empty boast. But 
this responsibility was fully 
discharged during the reigns 
of the Khulafa-e- Rashideen, 

65 

the first four successors of 
the Holy Prophet Muham
madsaw_ Hadhrat Umat'3 , 

the second Caliph, himself 
carried provisions to the 
home of widows and or
phans. Alas, even USA, the 
richest country in the world, 
has not met this standard. 
Thousands of Americans 
sleep without food or shel
ter. 

Islam's efforts to 
check the inequalities of 
human life are: 

1. The virtual abolition of 
slavery, 

2. Equal rights and oppor
tunities for all, 

3. Accountability for all 
human actions and 
deeds,and 

4. The prohibition of inter
est, gambling, hoarding, 
and spending extrava
gantly on wine, women, 
palatial homes, etc. 

Thus, Islam discour
ages the incentives behind 
the desire to accumulate 
wealth for play and amuse
ment, pomp and show, and 
mutual boasting. Allah says 
in the Holy Qur'an: 

"Know that the life of 
this world is only a sport 
and a pastime, and an 
adornment and a source of 
boasting among yourselves, 
and of rivalry in multiply
ing riches and children. 
Th is life is like the rain, the 
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vegetation produced where
by rejoices the tillers. Then it 
dries up and you sees it turn 
yellow; then it becomes bro
ken pieces of straw. And in 
the Hereafter there is severe 
punishment, and also for
giveness from Allah, and His 
pleasure. And the life of this 
world is nothing but tempo
ra,y enjoyment of deceitful 
things." (57:21) 

Again Allah admon
ishes the believers against 
hoarding: 

"Oh ye who believe, 
surely many of the priests 
and monks devour the wealth 
of men by false means and 
turn away from the way of 
Allah. And those who hoard 
up gold and silver and spend 
it not in the way of Allah
give to them the tidings of a 
painful punishment. On the 
day when it shall be made 
hot in the fire of Hell and 
their foreheads and their side 
and their backs shall be 
branded therewith and it 
shall be said to them, 'This is 
what you treasured up for 
yourselves; so now taste 
what you used to treasure 
up. II (9:34-35) 

Regarding the prohibi
tion of interest, Allah admon
ishes as follows: 

"Those who devour inter
est do not rise except as 
rises one whom Satan has 
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smitten with insan
ity. II (2:276) 

"Allah will abolish inter
est and will cause charity 
to increase." (2:277) 

"O ye who believe, fear 
Allah and relinquish what 
remains in interest, if you 
are believers." (2:279) 

"But if you do it not then 
beware of war from Allah 
and His Messenger, and 
if you repent, then you 
shall have your original 
sums; thus you shall not 
wrong, nor shall you be 
wronged." (2:280) 

"Oh ye who believe, de
vour not interest involv
ing diverse additions and 
fear Allah that you may 
prosper." (3:131) 

"Whatever you pay as in
terest, that it may in
crease the wealth of the 
people, it does not in
crease in the sight of Al
lah; but whatever you 
give in Zakar seeking the 
favor of Allah-it is these 
who will increase their 
wealth multifold" (30:40) 

The world has seen the · 
devastating effects of inter
est, which has caused the 
melt-down of the entire 
world's economy. Loans 
were given to undeserving 
people who were unable to 
pay them back, only for the 
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greed to earn interest. Con
sequently, it has caused 
havoc on the entire world's 
financial system. Therefore, 
it is time to learn from the 
Islamic teachings based on 
facts and wisdom. 

In regard to the prohi
bition of gambling, intoxi
cants, etc., the Holy Qur' an 
directs: 

"They ask thee con
cerning wine and the game 
of hazard. Say, 'In both 
there is great sin." (2:220) 

"O ye who believe! 
Intoxicants and games of 
chance, and idols and driv
ing arrows, are only an 
abomination of Satan's 
handiwork. So shun each 
one of them that you may 
prosper." (5:91) 

Islam also forbids the 
amassing of wealth as a 
means for the attainment of 
illegitimate ends and the 
wrong use of wealth for 
grabbing political power. 
Allah says, 

"Verily, Allah com
mands you to make over the 
trusts to those entitled to 
them." (4:59) 

Islam further checks 
improper accumulation of 
wealth by: 
1. Prohibiting the with

holding of supplies 
from the market, i.e., 
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for earning higher profit 
by hoarding, 

2. Forcing prices down tem
porarily to eliminate 
competition by flooding 
markets with cheaper 
goods. 

3. The Islamic law of in
heritance successively 
distributes the property/ 
estate of a deceased per
son among all his heirs, 
thus eliminating the pos
sibility of passing wealth 
to a single person. 

Islam also forbids the 
wrong and wasteful use of 
wealth. In regard to true 
Muslims, the Holy Qur' an 
says, 

"And who shun all that 
which is vain." (23:4) 

i.e., they take no interest in 
activities from which no ad
vantage can be expected to 
occur, e.g. games of cards, 
chess, cinema, vain talk just 
to while away the time, etc. 

"Surely, He does not 
love those who exceed the 
bounds." (7:32) 

i.e., spending too much 
money on jewelry, wine, 
women, and palatial homes, 
etc. 

Verily, the extravagant 
are brothers of satans 
(17:28). 

The Islamic economic 
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system upholds free enter
prise and the earning of 
wealth by fair means, but the 
spending of wealth is regu
lated by two fundamental 
principles: 

1. Inequalities in the distri
bution of wealth should 
be righted through volun
tary sacrifices. Islam con
demns niggardliness in 
unequivocal terms, say
ing: 

• "Who are niggardly and 
enjoin people to be nig
gardly and conceal that 
which Allah has given 
them of His bounty. And 
We have prepared for the 
disbelievers an humiliat
ing punishment." (4:38)\ 

• "Behold, you are those 
who are called upon to 
spend in the way of Al
lah, but some of you who 
are niggardly. And 
whoso is niggardly is 
niggardly only against 
his own soul" (47:39). 

• "Such as are niggardly 
and also enjoin upon men 
to be niggardly and 
whoso turns his back, 
then surely Allah is Self
Sufficient, Worthy of all 
praise" (57:25). 

2. A11 wealth being God's, 
which He has created for 
the benefit of all man
kind, so improper distri
bution of wealth should 
be set right by law. 
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Thus, the essence of the 
Islamic financial system is a 
combination of individual 
freedom with state control in 
proper measure. It exhorts 
Muslims to spend their wealth 
in the way of Allah (2:4) to 
gain His pleasure in two 
ways: 

a. Voluntary spending by 
way of Sadqaat for the 
welfare of the poor and 
needy. Allah commands 
the believers: 

" ... and spends his money 
for love of Him, on the kin
dred and the orphans and 
the needy and the wayfarer 
and those who ask for char-
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phans and the needy and 
to the neighbor that is a 
kinsman and the neighbor 
that is a stranger, and the 
companions by your sided 
and the wayfarer, and 
those whom your right 
hands possess. Surely Al
lah loves not the proud 
and the boastful." (4:37) 

b. The Islamic state is 
duty-bound to provide 
the basic needs of all its 
subjects. In order to col
lect/raise money/finan
ces to meet this obliga
tion, Islam imposes the 
following taxes on the 
wealthier sections of a 
state: 

ity and for ransoming the * 
captives ... " (2:178) 

Zakat - Annual pay
ment of a compulsory 
tax at the rate of 2.5% 
on all personal wealth, 
including capital hold
ings beyond a certain 
limit. 

"And give thou to the kins
man his due and to the poor 
and the wayfarer and 
squander not their wealth 
extravagantly." (17:27) 

"They ask thee what they 
shall spend. Say: 'Whatever 
of good and abundant 

* Khumus, a 20% tax on 
mineral resources' ex
ploits. 

* wealth you spend should be Usher, a 5-10% tax on 
agricultural produce. 

Jazia, a nominal tax on 
non-Muslims. 

for parents and near rela
tives and orphans and the * 
needy and the wayfarer. 
And whatever good you do, 
surely Allah knows it 
well." (2:216) 

In our age, in order 
to fulfill the enhanced fi-
nancial responsibilities/ 

"And worship Allah and as- burdens of a state like de
sociate naught with Him, fense, education, health
and sh.ow kindness to par- care, infrastructures, etc. for 
ents, and to kindred, and or- the masses, in addition to 
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the provision of the basic 
needs of food, clothing, and 
shelter to all, the Imam of 
the Age, Hadhrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, the Prom
ised Messiah and Mehdias, 
under Divine guidance, in
troduced a new scheme of 
voluntarily pledging 10-
33% of one's whole prop
erty and income for the 
propagation of Islam and 
the welfare of people. This 
scheme, called Nizam-e
Wasiyyat, was initiated in 
1905 through his book enti
tled "The Will". More than 
one hundred thousand 
Ahmadi Muslims have al
ready joined this blessed 
scheme and thereby accel
erated the propagation of 
Ahmadiyyat, the true pris
tine Islam, throughout the 
world. Moreover, it has 
strengthened the financial 
base of the community to 
meet the basic needs of its 
members. The scope of this 
scheme is widening rapidly 
and will eventually become 
the New World Order, In
sha Allah. 

However, before the 
full implementation of the 
Nizam-e-Wasiyyat world
wide, the second Khalifah 
of the Promised Messiah8 8 

• , 
Hadhrat Mirza Bashirud 
Din Mahmood Ahmadra 

' 
introduced a new scheme 
called, Tehrik-e-Jadid, in 
1934, under which Ahmadi 
Muslims were asked to 
make voluntary contribu
tions for financing the es-
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tablishment of Ahmadiyya 
missions in scores of for
eign countries for the 
propagation of Islam. This 
blessed scheme has brought 
in millions of converts to 
Abmadiyya Islam in more 
than 190 countries of the 
world. Thus, it has paved 
the way for expanding Ni
zam-e-Wasiyyat as its fore
mnner, although it was 
launched much later. 

In conclusion, an im
portant fact of human life 
needs to be clarified. It is 
not in human power to es
tablish absolute complete 
equality for all, in all cir
cumstances of life. Happi
ness , contentment, and 
peace of mind do not de
pend on money alone. Ma
terial wants and pleasures 
differ greatly from individ
ual to individual. Individ
ual intellectual and physical 
capabilities are a great 
source of self-confidence 
and consequent happiness, 
but no state action can 
make these factors equal for 
everyone. Moreover, a so
ciety cannot function practi
cally if all become kings 
and queens or nobles. 
There is a saying in Urdu: 

'main bhi raani, too bhi 
raani, 

kuan bharay ga paani', 

which means that there 
must be division of labor in 
order to fulfill all the re
quirements of a society to 
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function properly. 

One objection raised 
against the Islamic eco
nomic system is that it does 
not provide for a banking 
system which is indispensa
ble for carrying out interna
tional trade, etc. Islam does 
provide a banking system 
based on profit and Joss 
sharing. This is called 
'Mudarba'. Moreover, Islam 
promotes the barter system 
of trading which is fairer. 
Islam also guarantees inter
est free loans, as to ensure 
the equitable and just distri
bution of wealth among all 
the inhabitants of this 
world. 

Thus, Islam has cer
tainly provided guidance 
for leveling the economic 
field for all mankind as far 
as possible and practicable. 
May God enable us to act 
upon His commandments 
for the amelioration of suf
fering humanity in this 
world and a peaceful and 
blissful life in the Hereafter. 
Ameen. 
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ISLAM AND TRADE: A PRIMER 

AtifMir 

Introduction 

Trade is the exchange 
of goods or services be
t ween individuals or 
groups. The concept of 
"trade" is as old as known 
human history. As such, 
the practice of trading ex
isted in the Arabian Penin
sula before the advent of 
Islam. Historically, trade 
has evolved in every era, as 
societies have tried to im
port what they were unable 
produce locally. In the 20th 
century, however, trade has 
expanded at the global 
level, thanks to improved 
technology, communication 
and transportation systems. 

Islam, as a religion, 
dealt with the ethics and 
morality of trade right from 
the religion's birth. The city 
of Mecca, the birthplace of 
Islam, was a market and a 
center for commerce. The 
early Muslims went to dis
tant lands for trade. ln fact, 
the message of Islam 
reached East and West Af
rica, as well as South and 
East Asia through mer
chants. The Prophet Mu
hammadsa"' was himself a 
successful trader. He was 
known for his integrity m 
his dealings and bore the 

honorific title of "the trust
worthy" 

What makes trade le
gal, moral and ethical in Is
lan1 is the willingness of 
both sides to agree to the 
terms of trade without any 
pressure. It won't be con
sidered fair trade if a physi
cally fit person, who owns a 
bike, forces a weaker indi
vidual to give up his car in 
exchange for that bike. In 
this case, the transaction, as 
per Islam, is not considered 
trade. The transaction quali
fies as trade only when it is 
conducted with mutual con
sent of the parties involved. 
The Holy Qur'an states: 

0 ye who believe! de
vour not your property 
among yourselves by 
unlawful means, except that 
you earn by trade with mu
tual consenz ... (4:30) 

The Holy Prophet Mu
hammadsaw said, "The sale 
is complete when the two 

. parties involved depart with 
mutual consent." 

(Bukhari) 

and 

"A sale is a sale only 
if it is made through mutual 

consent." 

(lbn Majah) 

To understand the Is
lamic perspective on trade, 
it is necessary to answer the 
following questions: 

Why does the practice 
of trade exist? 
Is there a just way to 
trade? 
How should Islamic 
teachings be applied to 
global trade? 

This article will try to 
briefly answer these three 
questions. 

Why Trade? 

The Holy Qur'an says: 

To Him belong all 
that is in the heavens and 
all that is in the earth. And 
surely Allah is Self
Sufficient, Praiseworthy. 
(22:65) 

Allah alone is self
sufficient. No one else, may 
it be individuals or organi
zations, is self-sufficient in 
all spheres of life. No one 
can claim to have the skills 
or ability to do everything 
on his/her own. Individuals, 
corporations and nations 
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produce different things and 
exchange them with each 
other depending on their 
expertise and needs. For 
example, a dentist might 
not have the time and skill 
to grow his own food but 
by selJfog his services for 
money he/she can buy food 
from a supermarket. A cof
fee-and-donut shop gener
ally prefers not to produce 
donut-producing machinery 
itself. Instead, it buys the 
machinery from a local 
company that is in the busi
ness of producing donut
making machines. How
ever, if a coffee shop in 
USA is not able to find ap
propriate machinery domes
tically, it might decide to 
buy the machinery from a 
company in another country 
in exchange for US dollars. 
With the US dollars in 
hand, the seller of machin
ery is in position to buy the 
US goods or services with 
its newly acquired US cur
rency. Therefore when a 
company's business needs 
are not met within domestic 
market, it turns to trade i.e. 
international trade in this 
case. 

Justice in Trade 

Islam provides a com
plete code of conduct for its 
followers. As such, it lays 
down clear ethical regula
tions regarding trade. These 
regulations strongly pro-

70 

hibit fraud and call for the 
establishment of clear stan
dards of weights and meas
urements. Mutual consent, 
as discussed above, is an 
important condition for 
trade. However, consent, 
according to Islam, will be 
considered invalid if any 
party fails to make full dis
closure at the time of trans
action about any defects or 
flaws in its goods. Such 
trade becomes immoral and 
unethical. Consider the ex
ample of a person who 
trades his new car with a 
slightly old van. At face 
value, the trade might seem 
reasonable. However, after 
one week of driving, previ
ously unapparent defects in 
the old van - that were in
tentionally hidden at the 
time of the trade - start to 
emerge. In such a scenario, 
the trade will not be consid
ered a fair trade even 
though mutual consent ex
isted at the time of the 
transaction. The Holy 
Qur'an states: 

. . . And give full measure 
and weight with equity ... 
(6: 153) 

. . . give full measure and 
full weight with equity, and 
defraud not people of their 
things and commit not iniq
uity in the earth, causing 
disorder. ( 11 :86) 

The Holy Prophetsaw 
was so cautious in his trade 
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dealings that he would often 
pay more than the set price. 
Hadhrat J abif3 relates that 
the Holy Prophetsaw pur
chased a camel from him and 
weighed out to him more 
than its price. (Bokhari and 
Muslim) 

At another instance, 
Abu Safwan Su'ud ibn Qais 
relates ... the Holy Prophet 
came to us and purchased a 
pair of trousers from us. We 
had a person who weighed in 
the price of the goods sold. 
The Holy Prophet said to 
him: Weigh in and add a lit
tle to it. (Abu Daud and 
Timidhi) 

Emphasizing the impor
tance of honesty in trade, the 
Holy Prophet83w said: 

Traders are forbidden 
from selling defective arti
cles or goods which are 
rotten or rendered useless. 
A trader must not conceal 
any defects of an article 
which he offers for sale 
(Muslim). 
A trader is prohibited from 
charging different rates 
from different customers 
though he has discretion to 
offer concessional dis
counts to any customer(s). 
He is free to fix any rate, 
he considers reasonable. 
(Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Islamic teachings 
about fair dealings protect 
not only traders but also the 
consumers i.e. all members 
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of society including em
ployees. Traders, as em
ployers, should not defraud 
their employees or under
mine the social, economic 
and environmental interests 
of the general population. 
Trader or not, the primary 
responsibility of a Muslim 
is to be righteous i.e. a 
Muslim trader must think 
and act righteously and be 
God fearing and compas
sionate as the Holy Qur' an 
says: 

It is not righteousness 
that you tum your faces to 
the East or the West, but 
truly righteous is he who 
believes in Allah and the 
La.st Day and the angels 
and the Book and the 
Prophets, and spends his 
money for love of Him, on 
the kindred and the orphans 
and the needy and the way
farer and those who ask for 
charity, and for ransoming 
the captives; and who ob
serves Prayer and pays the 
Zakat; and those who fulfil 
their promise when they 
have made one, and the pa
tient in poverty and afflic
tions and the steadfast in 
time of war; it is these who 
have proved truthful and it 
is these who are the God
/earing. (2:178) 

Treatment of Workers 

In Islamic law, there 
are several key principles 
that guide us regarding the 
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treatment of workers . 
FirstJ y, there must be clear 
and proper contracts, pref
erably written. Secondly, all 
agreements whether oral or 
written must be clear, trans
parent, just and lawful. And 
lastly, employees should 
know their duties and re
sponsibilities and be in
formed of their rights in 
terms of holidays and other 
allowances. I t is the duty of 
both the employers and the 
employees to fulfill their 
agreements to the best of 
their capacities. 

The Holy Qur'an states: 

0 ye who believe! ful
fill your compacts ... (5:2) 

The Holy Prophetsaw 
asserted, "Muslims must 
abide by their agreements, 
unless there is an agreement 
that makes halal (permi
tted) what is haram 
(prohibited) or makes har
am what is halal." 

(Tirmidhi) 

Workers should be 
treated with dignity and 
honor and be provided with 
a humane and safe work en
vironment. The Holy 
Prophet Muhammad 811

w 

said, "Your brothers are 
your responsibility. Allah 
has made them. under your 
hands. So whosoever has a 
brother under his hand, let 
him give him food as he 
eats and dress as he dresses. 
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Do not give them work that 
will overburden them and if 
you do give them such task 
then provide them with assis
tance." (Bukhari) 

Finally, workers should be 
given adequate, timely and fair 
wages. In fact, the Holy Pro
phet Muhammadsaw considered 
denying a worker his or her full 
wage to be an immoral act and 
also said that he would person
ally plead against "he who has 
received work from a laborer 
and did not pay him in 
full." (Bukhari) 

Exploitation of any per
son is not allowed in Islam and 
everyone should receive proper 
compensation. The Holy Pro
phetsaw said, "Give to the work
er his wages before his sweat 
dries." (Tirmidhi and lbn Ma
jah) 

The Holy Qur'an says: 

.. . So give full measure and 
full weight, and diminish not 
unto people their things ... 
(7:86) 

Applications of 
Islamic Teachings in 

Global Trading 
Practices 

In the 20th century, trade 
has become increasingly 
global. David Ricardo in the 
19th century had theoretically 
demonstrated that international 
trade is mutually beneficial. Is
lam does not disagree with his 
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conclusion, however, it 
does say that trade practices 
must conform to ethical and 
moral guidelines outlined in 
the Holy Qur'an and as 
demonstrated by the Holy 
Prophetsaw_ For example, 
trade should be conducted 
with mutual consent. In the 
context of international 
trade, a relatively powerful 
country should not enforce 
its terms upon weaker 
countries. The extreme ex
ample of such a case can be 
found during the period of 
colonialism when British 
Empire used to import raw 
materials from its colonies 
to manufacture products 
which were then exported 
and sold back to its colo
nies. Even in current times, 
some advanced economies, 
contrary to international 
law, lower the cost of local 
agricultural production 
through subsidies. This ar
tificially improves the com
petitiveness of their farmers 
and eventually drives the 
farmers of developing 
countries out of business, 
which, in turn, leads to seri
ous economic and social 
consequences. 

Moreover, trade should 
be conducted with honesty. 
If a country has signed a 
trade agreement with a 
promise to protect intellec
tual property rights, it 
should place a strong en
forcement regime in place 
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to prevent infringement of 
intellectual property rights. 
Otherwise, the country will 
be acting with dishonesty. 
Another example of dishon
esty is the practice of preda
tory pricing, which is illegal 
in many countries under 
anti-trust laws, by some 
manufacturers in some 
countries who export a 
product to another country 
at a price which is below 
their own cost of produc
tion in order to weaken the 
local entrepreneurship and 
innovation of the other 
country. 

Furthermore, Islam 
does not merely focus on 
the economic benefits of 
trade. It also takes into ac
count the social impact of 
trade. The modern eco
nomic theory measures eco
nomic benefits in terms of 
Gross Domestic Product 
("GDP"). This measure
ment method focuses on the 
total wealth produced in a 
country and ignores how 
the new wealth is being dis
tributed in the society. Ac
cording to Islamic teach
ings, the fundamental crite
rion for evaluating the so
cial efficacy of a trade pol
icy is to determine whether 
it reduces or widens the gap 
between rich and poor. 

Conclusion 

When trade policies 
are guided by the principles 
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of mutual consent, fairness 
and honesty, they increase 
cultural and social links as 
well as economic benefits. 
However, when trade is 
governed by naked power, 
raw nationalism and, exces
sive greed, the end result is 
bound to be the widening of 
gap between rich and poor 
countries, which tend to re
sult into political conflict. It 
must be noted, however, 
that the application of Is
lamic principles to trading 
policies is not a straightfor
ward activity. These princi
ples are very generic. As 
such, the application of 
these principles by the con
cerned parties should reflect 
their socioeconomic reali
ties, lhe personal prefer
ences of their population 
and the endowment of natu
ral resources. Once applied, 
the impact of trade policies 
on the distribution of 
wealth must be evaluated 
regularly and revised if nec
essary. All in all, proper im
plementation of moral trade 
policies is key to building 
social trust, economic 
growth and political peace 
around the globe. 

******* 
HELP 

HUMANITY 

FIRST 
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MAJLIS SHURA 
AHMADIYYA JAMA' AT USA 

(A Brief Report) 

Syed Sajid Ahmad and Dr. Syed Bilal Rizvi 

The annual Majlis-e
Shura (general council) 
meeting of the US Jama 'at 
was held at the Masjid Bai
tur Rahman in Silver Spring 
MD April 24-26, 2009.It 
was held in the main hall of 
the mosque. Addition to the 
Baitur-Rahman Mosque is 
underway at this time 
which will add two halls 
and a floor of office space. 
The weather was to the 
warm side but pleasant. 
Lunch and dinner were pre
pared at the site and served 
to the participants in a tent 
raised at the mosque site. 

Friday, April 24, 2009 

On April 24, 2009, 
Imam Daud Hanif delivered 
Friday sermon on the topic 
of family life. He said that 
the Islamic rule of no Nikah 
without a Wali protects the 
rights of the bride. The 
Qur' anic simile of a hus
band and wife being each 
other's raiment teaches 
them to cover each other's 
weaknesses. It is against the 
teachings of Islam if one of 
them reveals the weak
nesses of the other. For the 
success of the marriage, 

both must follow the Is
lamic requirements of a 
marriage. Actions and 
prayers should be in unison 
with each other. The Holy 
Prophet Muhammadsaw 
said, "The best of you is the 
one who is best to their 
women", and also said, 
"The best of you is the one 
who is best to his wife." We 
should adopt actions which 
bring happiness to homes 
and society. 

Important documents 
related to the Shura were 
mailed to delegates before 
the Shura. At the Shura ad
ditional documents were 
supplied including Shura 
rules and regulations and 
duties of national office
bearers. Through a flyer, 
the Ta'limul Qur'an depart
ment made the delegates 
aware of an on-line class 
accessible at www .alfurqan. 

· us. A flyer by the Waqf-i
Jadid department exhorted 
to reach all the members for 
participation in the scheme. 

First Session 

The Shura started in the 
afternoon with recitation 

from the Holy Qur'an by 
Imam Zafar Sarwar, and 
Du 'a lead by Dr. Ahasanul
lah Zafar, the Ameer of the 
US Jama 'at, henceforth men
tioned as the US Ameer in 
this report. 

The US Ameer informed 
the participants of a success
ful day on the Capitol Hill. 
He said that Zinda Mahmood 
Bajwa, Secretary Public Re
lations, needed support from 
members. Sixty to seventy 
members went to the Hill and 
presented the Ahmadiyya 
view to senators in person. 
Left-over copies of the items 
provided to the senators were 
made available for delegates. 

The Ameer expressed 
concern that the Jama 'at was 
not reaching the target for the 
Khilafat Fund receipts and 
was $2 million short. He in
formed the delegates that the 
completion of the extension 
to the Baitur Rahman 
mosque was expected in a 
couple of months. 

Continuing the proceed
ings of the Shura, the min
utes of the previous Skura 
were presented in written 
form to the delegates and 
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were accepted by the gen
eral body. 

Implementation reports 
on the decisions of the pre
vious Sbura were presented 
briefly by respective com
mittees. The written ver
sions were included in the 
handbook mailed to each 
delegate before the Shura. 

Dr Farooq Padder, sub
stituting for Ali Murtaza, 
presented the implementa
tion report for the Tabligh 
subcommittee. It was re
ported that almost weekly 
calls were held with mubal
lighs, presidents and Tabl
igh secretaries. The audio 
of Khutba related to 
Tabligh was distributed. 
One Jama 'at put up an 
electronic sign for Tabligh 
but others were discouraged 
due to brightness problems 
and complaints by nei
ghbors. A Tabligh kit was 
prepared. Y ouTube videos 
were prepared. 

Nasir Malik presented 
the Tarbiyat subcommittee 
recommendations imple
mentation report. Tarbiyat 
workshops are being held in 
18 Jama'ats. A book on Is
lamic Teachings on Ideal 
Family Life was published · 
and mailed to every house
hold. This book covers Is
lamic teachings regarding 
marital issues. A formal 
Marital Dispute Reconcilia
tion Process has been de
veloped. 
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Dr Farooq Padder pre
sented the Rishta Nata 
subcommittee recommen
dations implementation re
port. To increase man
power, local Rishta coordi
nators and lajna facilitators 
were appointed. Surveys 
will be conducted and focus 
groups will be formed. The 
use of the internet for 
Rishta purposes was dis
couraged for match
making. Awareness con
cerning Rishta issues was 
promoted. 

Dr. Nasim Rehmatullah 
reported on the implemen
tation of the recommenda
tions of the General sub
committee of the previous 
Shura. A website for chil
dren had been established. 
Interactive Ta 'limul Qur'an 
classes were being offered 
through the use of internet 
by the related secretary. 

After the presentation of 
the implementation reports 
on the implementations of 
the recommendations from 
the previous year's Shura, 
the delegates were referred 
to Shura handbooks for the 
annual reports of activities 
of various departments. 

The General Secre
tary's report includes Shura 
2008, national Amila meet
ings, annual report, prepara
tion, publication of 2009 
Jama'at activities calendar, 
elections of office holders 
for vacant positions, activi-
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ties of Khilafat Centenary 
celebrations, etc. 

The Tarbiyat department 
report included Khilafat Cen
tenary programs held at 14 
locations, four Tarbiyat 
camps, etc. 

The Ta'lim department 
collected student data and 61 
students were awarded grants 
amounting to $95,000 and 
loans of $42,500. 

The report from the Au
dio/Video department in
cluded supplying 10 tapes/ 
DVDs to local TV stations, 
86 tapes for MT A, live 
streaming of USA, Canada, 
Ghana, UK, Germany and 
India annual conventions, 
eGazette, etc. 

The Rishta Nata depart
ment reported registering 164 
candidates looking for 
matches. 

The report from the Pub
lic Relations department 
highlighted a two-day work
shop in New York attended 
by nearly 125 members. 

The Wasaya department 
reported approval of 678 new 
Wasaya since August 1, 
2004. Wasaya department 
also distributed a table listing 
percent of Musis in each Ja
ma 'at. 

Tahrik-i-Jadid reported 
sacrifices of 1.21 million in 
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the previous year for this 
fund. 

Waqf-i-Jadid sacrifices 
exceeded 9.59 million dol
lars . 

The Properties depart
ment reported an expenditure 
of 8 million dollars on 
mosques during the last year 
and the income under the 
New Mosque Fund was at 
3.2 million dollars plus 2 
million dollars for the Masjid 
Baitur Rahman project under 
the Khilafat Centenary Fund. 
Detroit mosque was com
pleted with 3.8 million dol
lars. The St. Louis mosque 
was opened with 1.3 million 
expense. The Central New 
Jersey mosque was extended 
with $350,000. The report 
also mentioned many in
progress projects. 

Waqf-i-N au report 
counted the number of mem
bers at 767 with 485 boys 
and 282 girls. Waqf-i-Nau 
children were provided the 
opportunity to have separate 
classes for boys and girls 
with the Khalifatul Masih 
yaba during his visit to the 
US. Forty boys visited 
Jami'ah Ahmadiyya Canada 
in April 2008 and a similar 
visit is planned for 2009. 33 
students attended Jami'ah 
orientation course. Waqf-i
Nau classes were held on the 
WebTalk radio. A career 
planning workshop was held. 

The Media Outreach 
team met 45 Federal , State, 
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City Law Enforcement 
Agencies' Chiefs and diplo
mats, held 13 radio and TV 
interviews, 526 media kits 
were distributed. 

The National Exhibi
tion and History depart
ment held an exhibition at 
the US annual convention. 

The Shura handbook 
included the details of the 
proposals which were not 
selected for discussion at 
the Shura and the reasons 
why they were excluded 
from discussion. 

The US Ameer said that 
the Shura proposals se
lected for discussion had 
been consolidated to unify 
them and to divide them 
among main subjects. The 
Khalifatul Masihaba had re
viewed the proposals and 
had given instructions 
which were included in the 
handbook along with the 
proposals. The US Ameer 
sought names for subcom
mittees to discuss the pro
posals and present recom
mendations to the Shura 
body. 

The Ameer tasked the 
Tabligh subcommittee 
chairman to prepare presen
tation for enhanced discus
sion concerning Tabligh 
among the African
Americans, native popula
tion, and the white major
ity. The Ame er appointed 
Imam Daud Hanif as chair-
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man, Ali Murtaza as secre
tary, and Imam Yahaya Lu
qman, Imam Azhar Hanif 
as Tabligh team leaders for 
the Tabligh subcommittee. 

The US Ameer ap
pointed Sahibzadah Mirza 
Maghfoor Ahmad as chair
man for the Tarbiyat sub
committee with Nasir 
Malik as its secretary and 
Wasim Malik, Imam Sham
shad Nasir, Imam Mub
asher Ahmad and Imam Zi
aul-Haq Zaki as discussion 
leaders. 

Nasim Rehmatullah was 
appointed chair for the 
Rishta Nata subcommittee 
with Dr Farooq Padder as 
its secretary and Dr Man
soor Qureshi, Imam IH 
Kauser, Imam Irshad Malhi 
as its guiding members. 

General subcommit
tee, to consider issues re
lated to unemployment and 
foreclosures in the current 
adverse economic condi
tion, was chaired by 
Munum Naeem with Khur
ram Fuad Ahmad its secre
tary and Falah Shams, 
Imam Zafrullah Hanjra as 
guiding members. 

Mirza Naseer Ehsan 
Ahmad was delayed, so Dr 
Zaheer Bajwa presented the 
Finance budget of over 14 
million dollars from 70 
chapters. Fiscal year 07-08 
receipts for Wasiyyat con
tributions exceeded 4.1 mil
lion dollars, receipts for 
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General subscription ex
ceeded 3.4 million dollars 
from over 4,000 earning 
members. 

Finance subcommittee 
was chaired by Dr Hamidur 
Rahman with Secretary 
Mirza Ehsan Ahmad and 
Imam Zafar Sarwar as guid
ing member. 

Dr Ahsan Zafar, Ameer 
US said that the purpose of 
Shura is to discuss matters at 
hand. Work within the frame
work of tradition of Jama'at 
as related to the Shura. One 
aspect of Tabligh activities is 
the identification of ethnic 
groups and establishing con
tacts with them. There has 
been some success in this re
spect in the Zion area. A 
good part of this success is 
related to community service. 

Subcommittees had the 
evening of Friday and the 
morning of Saturday to delib
erate the proposals and ready 
their recommendations for 
discussion by the general 
body on Saturday afternoon 
and Sunday morning. Copies 
of the recommendations were 
provided to the delegates be
fore their discussion. 

April 25, 2009 

Second Session 

The session started with 
the recitation of the Holy 
Qur'an by Dr. Hafiz Sarniul
lah followed by the presenta-
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tion of the subcommittee 
reports (Tabligh, Tarbiyyat, 
& Rishta Nata). 

Tabligh recommenda
tions focused on the crea
tion of national ethnic 
Tabligh desks at the head
quarters and proposed de
tails for their efficient and 
productive management. 

Tarbiyat subcommittee 
focused on the training of 
counselors and related lo
gistics in all regions to 
cover the whole country. 

The Rishta Nata sub
committee focused on the 
personal relationship of the 
Rishta coordinators with the 
families of the person need
ing to marry and the man
agement of the logistics in
volved in sharing Rishta in
formation. 

Sahibzadah Mirza 
Maghfoor Ahmad pointed 
out that every Friday our 
beneficial counselor, the 
Khalifatul Masi h, counsels 
us for the betterment of our
selves. We should avail this 
opportunity diligently. A 
survey of the matrimonfal 
disputes shows that 80% of 
them are caused by parents. 
We are the custodians of 
our progeny and we should 
protect it and should not let 
it be destroyed. We claim to 
change the world but do not 
safeguard our own homes. 

Parents do not know 
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where to go to solve domes
tic problems. We need a 
deep understanding of the 
teachings of the Promised 
Messiah, peace be on him, 
to achieve harmony among 
families. 

There have been coun
cilors trained in this respect. 
Silicon Valley Jama'at has 
provided 60 hours of train
ing to some of the members 
on how to approach hostile 
parties. It is a pilot pro
gram, if it works and there 
is demand then more mem
bers will be trained. The 
purpose of our counselors is 
to save the marriage and not 
to facilitate divorce. 

Concerning the marital 
dfaputes, the US Ameer said 
that issues should be ad
dressed before the problem 
arises. Issues should be dis
cussed in local Jama 'at 
meetings. la.jna should also 
discuss them at the local 
level to increase awareness 
among members. It is 
wrong for one to beat his 
wife and still be a member 
of the Amila. A discharge 
from the Amila will not 
solve the problem. If there 
exists a consistent pattern 
then it should be taken seri
ously. Some youngsters 
ask, Why do we have to 
marry a Muslim. Everyone 
is going to hi s own heaven. 
We are promised a certain 
heaven we are heading to." 
We do not want to go to a 
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different heavens. The issue 
is much more complex. 
There is distrust in office 
holders. We are a relatively 
inbred Jama'at, especially 
due to marriages within. It 
is deep enough that every
one is related to everyone. 
We cannot walk away from 
relationships. An objective 
assessment of the situation 
is needed. Anyone can 
make a decision creating 
hell for himself. An outside 
councilor is needed to avoid 
difficult situations. We 
need to learn and teach how 
to save a marriage. 

The Rishta Nata discus
sion involved the proposal 
to visit individual Jama 'ats 
to acquaint and advise the 
individuals who need to be 
married. 

Delegates pointed out 
that the existing database 
needed to be improved. 
Suggestion was made that 
all unmarried eligible per
sons should be included in 
the database. 

The US Ameer com
mented that the marriage 
situation is dynamic. He 
also pointed out that the Ja
ma' at does not search back
grounds. He said that some 
people struggle a long time 
to settle. A lot of people 
have difficulty getting a 
competitive match. There 
are six girls to every boy in 
the database. Problems 
arise because some are 

77 

mentally not prepared at the 
time of marriage. 

Delegates pointed out 
that the database in some 
cases was out of date. Lajna 
pointed out that fathers and 
mothers should be trained 
how to interact with newly 
married couples, and that 
the attitude of parents is 
wrong in many cases of 
marital dispute. 

During the Shura, there 
were several non-Shura dis
cussions to take advantage 
of the gathering of repre
sentatives from Jama'ats all 
over the States. One of 
these sessions was allocated 
to the discussion of marital 
disputes. During the discus
sion of the role of lslahi 
committee, it was opined 
that Jania' at officers need 
to take a personal interest. 
Temperaments, life style, 
and interests of the party 
should be considered for 
successful match-making. 

The US Ameer com
mented that it is a universal 
problem in the Jarna'at that 
girls are more educated 
than boys. The information 
about the perspective match 
which the Jama'at can pro
vide is the Chanda status, 
attendance at the Friday 
prayers and at the Jama'at 
functions. The information 
can also include how they 
interact with others and job 
information. The parents 
cannot abdicate their posi-
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tion, role and responsibility 
as parents. 

Commenting on Ja
ma 'al scholarships for edu
cation, the Ameer indicated 
that advice on education 
and financing is easily 
available therefore the Ja
ma' at scholarships are not 
intended to meet fulJ finan
cial needs rather they are 
more for blessing. People 
who are determined to get 
educated, will move for
ward even without a schol
arship. 

Sahibzadah Mirza 
Maghf oor Ahmad expla
ined the system of Qada 
Qurisprudence) in the Ja
rna'at. The Qada depart
ment was established by the 
Khalifatul Masih ura in 
1919, seeing that the mem
bers of Jama' at were going 
outside to resolve their con
flicts displaying dirty laun
dry in the open and thus 
blemishing the name of the 
Jama'at. It is a unique and 
new phenomenon. 

The Qada system com
prises a Chairman, a 
Nazim, and Qadis. Ameer 
suggests and obtains the ap
proval of Nazim Qada from 
the Khalifatul Masih. Dis
putes are decided by tbe 
First Qadis (Qadi Awwal) 
and the appeals go to Qada 
board members assigned to 
a case by the Nazim Qada 
of the country. Appeal to 
the appellate board goes to 
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Darul-Qada in Rabwah. 
The final appeals can be 
made to the Kbalifatul Ma
sih. A unanimous decision 
at Rabwah does not go to 
Khalifatul Masih. The par
ties bringing a case before 
Qada are bound to abide by 
the decision. Their refusal 
to abide by the decision can 
result in serious action. The 
Qada department is not un
der the Jama 'at administra
tion though the correspon
dence from the international 
headquarters comes through 
the Ameer of the country. 
Presidents or missionaries 
cannot interfere with the 
Qada proceedings. A Wakil 
(an attorney/representative) 
can represent a party in a 
dispute but both have to be 
present at the time of a 
hearing. The decisions of 
the Qada department are 
implemented by the na
tional Umur-e-Ammah. The 
local Umur-e-Ammah can 
involve the local president 
in the implementation of a 
decision. Qadis use Fiqh 
Ahmadiya (Urdu) as refer
ence. The UK Jama' at has 
published a basic guideline 
in English which is also 
available for consultation. 
Also is available a compila
tion of the decisions of the · 
Khalifatul Masih Ilra in 
Urdu. Deciding on an ap
peal on a decision of the 
First Qadi (Qadi Awwal), 
the appellate board ap
pointed by Nazim Qada 
Board, cannot criticize the 
decision of the First Qadi. 
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The cases we are receiving 
in the US are marital or fi
nancial. There were 23 
cases in 2007. There have 
been 15 cases in the last 12 
months. All of them were 
marital disputes. The cases 
should be resolved in 6 
months. The Qada depart
ment does not play any part 
in reconciliation. 

The US Ameer com
mented that the K.halifatul
Masih yaba has directed that 
internal disputes should not 
go outside, otherwise disci
plinary action may be 
taken. If there is a police 
case, the Jama'at should 
not interfere. If one of the 
disputers is not an Ahmadi 
then the parties can go to 
court. The arbitration by the 
Jama 'at is not legally en
forceable. 

April 26, 09 

Third session 

The session began with 
the recitation of the Holy 
Qur'an (Surah Fatah, 
Chapter 48; Verse 28 to 30) 
by Imam IH Kauser fol
lowed by the translation. 
The first report was pre
sented by the General Sub
committee followed by Fi
nance Subcommittee. 

General 
Su bcornmittee 

recommendations 

The general focus of the 
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subcommittee was to iden
tify and advertise subject 
experts to help members 
deal with the current eco
nomic situation. The mem
bers should also be made 
aware of how to get help 
from the national headquar
ter. 

The subcommittee pro
posed that delegates con
sider a $500,000 economic 
relief package for the com
munity. Local presidents 
should be vigilant and ob
serve the condition of the 
members to identify the 
members who need help. 
The subcommittee con
cluded that reaching the 
"masses" in necessary to 
safeguard the community. 

The US Ameer pointed 
out, "Our purpose is not to 
provide fish but guide and 
teach how to fish. No one 
has the heart to say no to an 
Ahmadi who needs help. 
Such an idea is not even 
worthy of consideration. 
We are there to help. Peo
ple do not know how to use 
stuff the right way. We 
should facilitate the info on 
the website for easy access. 
We should use MTA chan
nel 1 to disburse informa
tion and guide. One pay
ment in case of default 
mostly is not going to help. 
It is not practical to reshape 
the budget. Whenever a 
need arises, we can fund the 
need from somewhere. All 
Zakat proceeds go offshore. 
One quarter of Sadaqa 
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stays here. The Wasiyyat 
proceeds are for the needy 
but we are not there yet. 

Khilafat Centenary 
Fund is focused on Baitur 
Rahman. The local mosque 
funds are a local matter." 

At the request of Ameer 
Sahib, President Queens Ja
ma' at shared his thoughts 
to minimize utility ex
penses. He pointed out that 
free energy advice is avail
able. A team from Canada 
is visiting the Queens Ja
ma'at to look at the feasi
bility of solar energy. 

$17,500 have been allo
cated for radio shows. 
Philadeph.ia and Houston 
both have radio shows. The 
Tabligh secretary informed 
the members that free lit
erature was available on re
quest. 

The US Ameer com
mented, "The Queens NY 
Jama 'at has purchased a 
spacious synagogue to meet 
the needs of its growing 
membership. We need 
funds to pay for it. Some 
members of the Queens Ja
ma' at took loans on their 
homes to make this pur
chase possible, an action 
which has been narrated 
throughout the country. I 
want to clarify that I have 
not asked them to take a 
loan for this cause." 
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The Finance subcom
mittee recommended that 
the managers of the special 
projects and property devel
opment should be required 
to submit quarterly rep01ts 
and the local officers 
should strive to eliminate 
weaknesses in minimal fi
nancial sacrifice, and that 
the delegates make sure that 
the study the Shura docu
ments diligently before 
coming to the Shura. 

The US Ameer com
mented during various 
stages of the discussion, 
"The Promised Messiah85 

asked members to give con
sistently and regularly. The 
local president has the dis
cretion to spend up to a cer
tain minimum amount with
out approval from his 
Amila. People should feel 
pain if money is being 
wasted but then they should 
address the issue in a con
structive way. The level of 
contributions are a matter 
between man and God. We 
cannot provide sustained 
support but we do provide 
temporary help." 

In his closing com
ments, the US Ameer said, 

· "When people come to
gether in the way of Allah, 
they are inspired and leave 
with an experience which 
moves them the rest of their 
lives. As we come together 
for Shura or other gather
ing, some of us , if not all of 
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us, will walk away with 
some special feelings which 
will not happen otherwise. 
This is my hope that every
body who is here today and 
participated in these discus
sions leaves with some spe
cial blessings. I believe that 
these kind of things are 
unique in some way. May 
Allah give such guidance 
hopefully to each one of us 
in this gathering." 

******* 
HADITH 

Hadhrat Sa 'd bin 
Hishamra relates that he 
visited Hadhrat 'A'ishahra 
and said: "O Mother of the 
faithful! Tell me about the 
character and conduct of 
the Holy Prophetsaw. She 
said, 'Don't you read the 
Holy Qur'an?' I said, 'Why 
not! (Certainly, I read the 
Holy Qur'an.)' Then Hadh
rat 'A'ishahra said, 'The 
character of the Holy Pro
pher8 was the Holy Qur-
'an.'" 

Another version is: 
"The character of the Holy 
Propher8w was in full acco
rdance with the Holy 
Qur'an." 

(Muslim kitabussalat bab 
Jami' salatullail, majma 'ul 

bahar, vol.I, p 372, 
dala'ilunnabuwwatu lil

baihaqi p 308/1) 
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MYHAZOOR 
Sayyarah Hikmat 

I wonder, if it was a vision or a dream! 
There stood in front of me, an angel! 
Above them all, he towered in dignity and stature! 
A 'Halo' of Divine glory around him was shed! 
A white turban, he wore around his head! 
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His presence showered because of radiant light like the morning star! 
His complexion beautiful and fair like a fresh flower! 
A pleasant, life-giving smile played upon his face! 
So many ignorant souls he could transform and bewitch! 
His face gleamed with peace and contentment! 
Equanimity, harmony and grace had a seat! 
Be and dwelling in the world of his heart! 
A paragon of virtues, goodness and piety! 
Clad in an 'Aura' of gentleness and dignity! 
A 'Magnet' who could bring the change of hearts! 
Enlighten the sinners, who into mud and mire are tossed! 
When he spoke, his voice was like the rain and thunder! 
While listening to him with misty eyes my soul was in rapture! 
Who could imagine my spiritual sustenance and ecstasy! 
Gone was my anguish and agony! 

All the dirt of my soul was washed away! 
May he live long! 
He is the center of all our reverence! 
A torch-bearer in the surrounding wilderness! 
A candle of light in the darkness! 
A Sun of Hope arriidst the chaos! 

******* 
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An Unbelievable and Heart-rending Story 
of Kidnapping 

Maj. (retd.) Zain Ul Abedin, Silicon Valley, CA 

The story that I am 
writing is unique and unbe
lievable in the sense that 
whoever hears my story 
does not believe it initially. 
It is because, at every stage 
of my being in the kidnap
per's custody, it was a 
question for me of either, 
TO DO OR TO DIE. The 
surprise, exception and ap
preciation expressed by 
Senior Superintendent Po
lice (SSP) in his press con
ference has been mentioned 
in the later part of my story. 
Above all it was Allah Wlw 
helped and saved me at 
every stage. As far as I am 
concerned I humbly feel 
that it was nothing but a 
miracle or a sign of Allah. 
Also with my wet eyes I 
would always remember the 
kindness of Hadhrat Mirza 
Tahir Ahmacf", the fourth 
Caliph who at every mo
ment supported me with his 
prayers. 

We were living in Sea 
View apartments in Kara
chi. At the time of the kid
napping I was 62. I used to 
go for a walk everyday be
fore sunrise after morning 
Prayers. On the morning of 
19th August 1989, I went 

out for a walk on the bank 
of the sea. I had hardly 
gone about three hundred 
yards when I saw two men 
standing on the walkway 
and two sitting in a car. It 
was usual that people 
would go there to enjoy the 
cool breeze of the sea. As I 
was passing by, the two of 
them caught hold of my 
both arms showing two 
Kalashnikovs and forcefully 
pushed me to the back seat 
of the car and seated me in 
the middle. The car, which 
was a Honda Civic immedi
ately rushed out of the 
scene. They were Sindhi 
speaking very sophisticated, 
well dressed men of age 30 
to 35; sometimes they 
spoke English and Urdu. 
While speeding the car, 
they shouted to me, "Keep 
your head down". I thought 
that the purpose of keeping 
my head down was two
fold, one was that I should 
not see outside and the 
other that people outside 
may not see me, but I 
would sometimes manage 
to see around off and on. I 
asked them why they did 
not blindfold me with a 
cover, but they would not. 
Rather they pushed my 

head down. They asked me 
how many factories and 
bungalows I have and how 
many children are studying 
in UK and US. One of my 
sons, Zaheer Ahmed, was 
studying in America at that 
time. They asked me, how 
much ransom I could pay; I 
told them I was a retired of
ficer as such I could pay 
50,000 rupees only. On this 
they hit me severely on 
both sides of my body with 
the butts of their guns and 
remarked angrily, "Do you 
think we are beggars. Usu
ally our demand is from Rs. 
5 million to 10 million." I 
again told them that I was a 
retired Civil officer from 
Port Bin Qasim Authority 
and I would not be able to 
pay more than this amount. 
I never disclosed that I was 
a retired military officer be
cause knowing their mood 
they would have killed me 
then and there. 

In a light mood and 
with a little smile l told 
them that I always thought 
that they were intelligent 
people and that before go
ing for such ventures, they 
would investigate the back
ground of the abducted 
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thoroughly, but it appeared, 
in my case they did not do 
so. They just kept silent. 

They kept on driv
ing me in Karachi for about 
one hour here and later they 
moved on to the Super 
Highway heading towards 
Hyderabad, and kept on go
ing for two hours. They al
ways told me to keep my 
eyes shut and head down. 
Off and on they punched 
me to keep my head down. 
While, they also kept on 
verbally abusing Benazir 
Bhutto, Zia U1 Haq and 
Nawaz Sharif. They said, 
they voted for Benazir, but 
she had sold Sindh instead 
etc. From all these I 
guessed they were sympa
thetic to a political party 
known as Jeye Sind people 
(political party which wants 
full autonomy in Sindh 
Province). They said that 
they always moved with 
coffins on their bead, ready 
to die and according to 
them, when one of them
dies, he dies along with 
three others. They also re
vealed they were not only 
one group of four, but there 
were ten thousand such 
groups whose only job was. 
to collect ransom money. 
He also stated to me, "you 
are a gentleman and we are 
also gentlemen and so as 
soon as you will arrange the 
money, you will be re
leased". After going about 
60 miles towards Hydera-
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bad, they returned and 
stopped at milestone 40, 
they took me out of the car. 
I thought they might release 
me but instead said that if I 
did not comply I would be 
killed and thrown on the 
road like a dog, and that no 
one would be able to find 
me. They then pushed me 
in the trunk of the car and 
closed it. They left the Su
per Highway and moved 
down left towards Dadu 
Hills and jungle, which was 
about one thousand yards 
away from the Super High
way. 

After going in the 
car for about one hour or so 
in the hills they stopped, 
and took me out of the 
trunk. I was completely ex
hausted and perspiring. It 
was a corner where two 
hills met and a very narrow 
track went through. The 
kidnappers also came out of 
the car. I also found two 
motor cycles with three 
men armed with guns al
ready waiting there. They 
(kidnappers) took my home 
phone numbers and address 
and pushed me with rough 
hands towards the motorcy
clists, saying, "We have 
now sold you to these men 
and you know better what 
you should do and what you 
should not do". One motor
cycle went away and one 
stayed with the two men. 
They seated me in the mid
dle and drove into tbe 
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above-mentioned narrow 
track in the jungle. The kid
nappers who brought me 
from Karachi drove back; it 
was about 12:30 p.m., the 
same day. It appeared that 
the whole plan was well or
ganized and well-arranged. 
We kept on going on the 
motor cycle on the steep 
one wheel track. As it was a 
very rough and uneven 
track I asked the motorcy
clists to walk instead of go
ing on the motor cycle. I 
had it in my mind to make 
them tired in this way. We 
walked the whole after
noon, stopping for about 
half an hour at three meet
ing points (rendezvous) 
each, and finally reached at 
a last meeting point at 2030 
hours the same day. This 
meeting point was on a flat 
and small ground of about 
30 to 40 sq. feet and a 
nearby water drain was 
flowing under the hills. 

Al1 the way I kept 
myself well controlled and 
became rather friendly with 
them. Of the two whom I 
was sold to, one had a gun 
and the other had a big axe 
and carried some tea leaves. 
They became very tired, as 
I wanted. The man having a 
gun was about 25 years and 
the other was about 35 
years old. Both looked to be 
ill fed and poorly dressed, 
and both wore sandals with 
about four inch high heels. I 
knew that if ever I fled, 
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they would not be able to 
run and catch me. At about 
8 p.m. one of them went to 
sleep and they also asked 
me to sleep, however I did 
not sleep. When I found the 
man with the gun in a deep 
sleep and snoring, I asked 
the other man to make some 
tea for me. He had already 
collected some wood to 
bum and make tea, and 
when the tea was almost 
ready, I gave him a warm 
pat on his back and told 
him that I was going to re
lieve my self down near the 
water drain and to wash my 
face, and I would be back in 
a few minutes. During the 
entire day I had kept watch
ing the airplanes going and 
coming towards Karachi, 
and I knew in which direc
tion Karachi was or the Su
per Highway. I also noticed 
a rail track nearby. I was 
wearing canvas shoes and 
instead of urinating and 
washing my face, I started 
running cross country keep
ing myself far away from 
the track. I had a stick with 
me. It was dark, the stick 
was always useful to me. 
After about ten minutes I 
heard shots-fired, but by 
this time I had run about a 
mile. I was completely ex
hausted so I hid myself in a 
big bush nearby. There was 
pin drop silence. I watched 
for a while to see and hear 
any signs of their coming 
towards me. Finding no 
sign of noise anywhere I 
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again started running and 
sometimes walking. I 
crossed about 10 to 11 sum
mits of hills and expected 
and hoped that I would see 
the lights of the Super 
Highway traffic, but m 
vain. After midnight the 
moonlight appeared and 
helped me a lot while run
ning. At about 2 a.m. in the 
morning, I saw a 1 to 2 bed
room small house at a dis
tance of 100 yards, and two 
men sleeping outside on 
cots. While watching them 
from a distance of about a 
hundred yards, I found a 
dog howling at me. I cried 
out and asked for water. 
The men woke up and 
called back the dog and I 
went there and found an old 
man. I took some water. It 
was a one room school. The 
old man was flabbergasted 
and shocked. He spoke in 
Sindhi which I did not un
derstand and when I spoke 
in Urdu , he did not under
stand me either. With diffi
culty be told me the Super 
Highway was about a 6 to 8 
hours walk. He could not 
tell me in miles. On my 
asking about any rail track 
going to Karachi, he said 

. there was one track about a 
thousand yards away from 
the school. On my request 
the other man guided me to 
the track. I then started run
ning on the track which I 
realized later was a big mis
take. To my great surprise, 
after running for an hour, 
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the time was 3 a.m., I was 
confronted with the same 
kidnapper of around 35 
years age, who was making 
tea at final rendezvous and 
carried a long big axe. He 
stopped me very harshly 
and said, "How come you 
ran away. Sit down! Sit 
down!" I immediately sat 
down and he started beating 
me on my back with the 
side of the sharp end of the 
axe. I shouted at him that 
when I was already sitting, 
why should he beat me. He 
then stopped. He started 
whistling and waving a 
torch in the air. The next 
moment I beard the noise of 
two motorcycles from both 
sides of the track. I guessed 
from the sounds of the mo
tor cycles that they were 
about five hundred yards 
away from the track and 
that they would come upon 
me within minutes. This 
time I thought in my mind, 
that if they found me they 
would if not kill me at least 
disable me. So in a flash of 
my mind and having faith 
in Allah, I took a quick de
cision to flee and immedi
ately started running. 

I was about 30 yards 
away while running when 
he threw bis axe at me hit
ting me on my back but it 
did not hurt me very se
verely. He followed me for 
about three hundred yards 
and stopped, but I kept on 
running for about a thou
sand yards or more. I left 
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the track and ran another 
three hundred yards in the 
opposite direction of the 
track and hid myself in a 
wild cactus bush which was 
thick and about ten feet taU. 
There were many bushes 
around that area. It was un
believable. but the motorcy
clists came there in a mo
ment and took three rounds 
about my bush. They 
searched for me with the 
head lights on, and at times 
I also changed my position 
accordingly in the bush. On 
that particular day I was 
wearing a blue T-shirt and 
navy blue trousers, so they 
could not locate me, by the 
Grace of Allah although 
there was bright moonlight. 
They shouted to each other 
in panic to search for me on 
the track going towards Ka
rachi. When the sound of 
the motorcycle faded away, 
I came out of the bush. I 
was completely exhausted 
however I managed to go 
another three hundred 
yards. Opposite to the track, 
I found a small pond with 
three to four inches of 
muddy water. It was a low 
lying area. I saw a little cut
ting two feet high looking 
like an entrance on the edge. 
of the pond. I decided to 
take a position there and 
rest for sometime. It gave 
me cover from both sides 
but my front and rear were 
exposed. After sometime, a 
motorcyclist came back and 
posted two men on the 
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higher ground across the 
track. Both were sitting 100 
yards away from each 
other, and I was 200 yards 
away from them. I could 
see them but they could not 
see me. I thought that they 
would go away after an 
hour or so, but they did not, 
so I realized that they were 
waiting for daybreak. At 
night I wanted to withdraw 
from the place and twice 
crawled back for about 
thirty yards, but when I 
found that a man at a dis
tance of about hundred 
yards had taken a position 
on the ground to watch for 
me, I came back to my pre
vious position. Later on, I 
noticed that it was just a 
bush and not a man. I then 
decided to completely cam
ouflage myself, face, and 
hands and canvas shoes 
with the mud, and stayed at 
the position until morning. 

I was deeply per
turbed because I felt if they 
found me this time they 
would either kill me or they 
would definitely disable me 
by shooting at me. Allah 
had saved me on the tracks 
when the man threw his axe 
at my back, but luckily I 
was running fast and Allah 
saved me. Again Allah 
saved me while I was in the 
bush where they took three 
rounds around me. Every 
time I took a great risk and 
the situation so created was 
of such a nature that I had 
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no alternative but to do or 
to die. 

Lying almost in the 
mud, I addressed Allah the 
Almighty and prayed to 
Him that though I was a 
sinful Ahmadi and follower 
of the Promised Messiahas 
that if I was killed tonight 
He would not be able to re
place me with another 
Ahmadi for a couple of 
days. Allah listened to my 
prayers and showed a mira
cle such that when the mo
torcyclists again returned at 
around 6 a.m. with those 
two men who were as
signed to watch me at night, 
they took four rounds 
around me at a distance of 
about forty yards, but could 
not see me. 

I was confident that 
Allah the Almighty could 
never let an innocent man 
be destroyed like this. The 
way I was saved minded me 
of almost the same situation 
as that of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammadsaw who moved 
from Mecca in the secrecy 
of night and took shelter in 
the cave of Thaur and how 
the enemies came to the 
cave but could not see the 
Holy Prophet of Is1arn58

w. 

In the early morn
ing, around 6 a.m., the mo
torcyclists who were in a 
hurry, went back again to
wards Karachi. When the 
sound of the motorcycles 
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faded, I came out of my hid
ing position. Though it was 
daylight, I still crawled and 
sometimes ran from one bush 
to another. I walked in the 
opposite direction of the 
tracks for about two hundred 
yards and crossed the summit 
of a mountain. There at the 
foot of the hill, I saw some 
cattle and camels about two 
miles away. I was completely 
exhausted. I reached them 
and found two men. One was 
very old and his son was 
about 25. They were con
fused to see me in my cam
ouflaged and muddy appear
ance. I told them how the 
scoundrels had brought me to 
these mountains and fled 
away. The old man told me 
in the Sindhi language that 
" the latter days have 
come" (Aakhri din aa gaye 
hain). I said yes you are 
right. It gave me inner happi
ness when I recollected that 
our Promised Messiah's85 ad
vent also took place in "the 
latter days". 

However they looked 
after me well. They gave me 
water to wash my face and 
goat milk to drink. My trou
sers were completely tom off 
and my shirt was muddy. I 
requested him to provide me 
a typical Sindhi dress. Thus I 
put on shalwar, shirt, turban 
and ajrak (scarf). The Super 
Highway was about 20 miles 
away from their hut. I asked 
him if his son could take me 
on a camel to the Super 
Highway Toll plaza and I 
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would pay him 500 rupees. 
I was almost ready to move 
when I saw a hay stack 
nearby and I thought that it 
may be a car covered by a 
tarpaulin. So I asked him if 
he could arrange a motorcy
cle or car. To my surprise 
he said that he could get a 
car for me as soon as possi
ble. He sent his son and told 
me that he would come 
back in half an hour. As I 
was exposed in the day
light, I asked him to put me 
m his hut where I could 
take some rest. After about 
three hours, at 1030 hours 
the same morning, a man 
came with a pick up truck 
with three men. He intro
duced himself as the coun
cilor of the area and also 
showed his ID to that ef
fect. I also introduced my
self, but he said that he al
ready knew about me; that I 
was kidnapped and that a 
search was going on. He as
sumed that my going with 
him would be a sort of prize 
and a great achievement for 
him. He also thought that 
by rescuing me in this way, 
the government would ap
preciate it. He seated me in 
front m between himself 
while he was driving and 
another man who was sit
ting on the second seat for 
safety reasons. I was wear
ing a turban and scarf and 
had completely disguised 
myself. 

In fact, at that time 
Mr. Kunwar Idrees was the 
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Chief Secretary of Sindh, 
who knew me. He very 
kindly through the IG Po
lice had already alerted all 
police stations in Karachi 
and Sindh in order to search 
for me. I will always re
main grateful to him. I can 
never forget him, rather my 
heart always keeps on pray
ing for him. He still lives in 
Karachi, May Allah bless 
him. 

The counselor took 
the same old track where I 
was caught the previous 
night at 3 a.rn. but on my 
directions he drove cross 
country. Eventually we 
reached the toll plaza police 
station Super Highway 17 
miles away from Karachi at 
about 1200 hours the same 
day. I spoke with my wife 
over the telephone from 
there, but she did not recog
nize me initially as I was 
not in good shape and my 
voice was feeble. She was 
already perturbed and men
tally and physically ex
hausted. The Inspector of 
Police at the toll plaza 
called the Inspector of Po
lice Clifton and informed 
him about my arrival. I 
used to patrol these areas 
which fell in my jurisdic
tion when I worked as Di
rector of security with the 
Port Qasim Authority. So 
the inspector knew me well. 
There was a bit of wran
gling between this inspector 
and the inspector at the 
Clifton Police station as to 
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who would escort me to the 
Clifton Police station to file 
my First information report 
(FIR). However, on my in
tervention it was decided 
that the inspector of Clifton 
would come with a group of 
armed policemen and take 
me to Karachi. 

I reached the Clifton 
Police atation at about 3 p. 
m.(201

h of August 1998) 
and gave my FIR. My 
younger brother, the late Lt. 
Col. Mohiuddin Akbar, 
then working in the General 
Head Quarters in Rawal
pindi and two other broth
ers, Nasir Uddin Mehmood 
and Rafiuddin Baber, and 
my son Amin Uddin Zain 
(who is currently in San 
Jose) were all present at the 
Police station. At about 
4:30 p.m., I reached my 
home (Sea View Apart
ment) where I was greeted 
by my family members, 
neighbors and family 
friends. The news of my ar
rival spread like wildfire. 
The representative of the 
Inter Service Intelligence, 
Major Irfan, also came and 
audio taped the statements 
which lasted over 2 hours. 
Later on I also informed the 
GHQ in detail. Hadhrat · 
Khalif atul Masih rvrh was 
also informed for prayers, 
though my wife had in
formed Hazoor"h about my 
incident a day earlier. 

Very humbly, I must 
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mention that by the Grace 
of Allah and His blessings, 
I was fortunate enough to 
get a 2nd life, even a 3rd life 
in the whole episode. I 
firmly believe all this could 
not have happened if I was 
not an Ahmadi, although I 
was very weak and sinful. I 
have a message to every
one, "Don't give up in 
your struggles. Miracles 
do happen, Allah exists''. 

In my absence, 
phone calls came to my 
wife from the so-called so
phisticated kidnappers of 
Karachi. I was actually a 
captive for 14 hours only, 
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. I had 
escaped at 8 p.m. and again 
fled at 3 a.m. when caught 
in the morning. The kidnap
pers called my wife the next 
day (20th of August) several 
times and asked her if she 
was Syeda Nusrat Sahiba, 
wife of Zain Ul Abedin Sa
hib? Zain Sahib is in safe 
hands. How much can you 
pay? If you are in trouble 
we are also in trouble, so 
decide quickly and don't 
tell others. They also gave 
assurances of my safety etc. 
In my opinion the kidnap
pers in Karachi were not 
aware that I had escaped 
around 8 p.m. the previous 
day, as they did not have 
any contact with the later 
kidnappers of Dadu Hills to 
whom I was sold by the 
first kidnappers. My wife 
told them that she could not 
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pay more than Rs. 
50,000.00. This amount tal
lied with my promise, so 
they perhaps agreed to it. 
However, when they knew 
about my arrival at the toll 
plaza the last phone call 
came from them at about 
noon, saying that Zain Sa
hib has gone into the wrong 
hands, and that they would 
see how he reaches Kara
chi, and that they would de
stroy our home with rocket 
launchers etc. As per the 
advice of Mr. Kanwar 
Idrees and police we left the 
house the same day (20th of 
August 1998) at about 
21 :30 hours. All this infor
mation became known to 
me after I arrived back 
home by 4:30 p.m. 

The Senior Superin
tendent of the Sindh Prov
ince asked me to physically 
take him around with police 
commandos to those spots 
and rendezvous where I 
was taken by the kidnap
pers. Already a long list of 
kidnappings of prominent 
people and industrialists 
had taken place in those 
days. However, at the sug
gestion of some senior offi
cials I declined to undertake 
this task as some members 
of Sindh police were stated 
to be unreliable. However, I 
did give them a detailed 
briefing on the maps from 
milestone 40 at the super 
highway from where I was 
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taken to Dadu hills. The po
lice carried out a few opera
tions as I had indicated and 
had rescued many victims 
and captured many kidnap
pers. The SSP of Sindh held 
a news conference. He dis
closed many cases of kid
nappings and particularly 
mentioned me, which was 
published in Daily Dawn 
newspaper of October 23rd, 
and many other newspapers 
like the Muslim, Jang and 
several evening newspa
pers. The glimpses of a few 
are quoted here: 

"He said a retired army 
officer who escaped from 
the custody of the gang 
over a month back pro
vided the lead to the gang 
following which the CIA 
organized the raid and 
captured the five mem
bers of the gang." (Front 
Page Dawn, Oct 23, 
1989) 

"The only exception was 
Major Zain Ul Abedin, in 
his sixties who had es
caped from their custody 
after overpowering armed 
guards, and managed to 
get back to his Defense 
Society residence from 
the hideout to the interior 
of the province. None of 
their victims had ever ut
tered a word about paying 
any ransom, nor did they 
cooperate with the police 
investigators in providing 
them with details of their 
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ordeal in captivity or any 
lead to their captors. 
Some of the kidnapped 
businessmen even re
sented their names ap
pearing in the press when 
they were kidnapped, or 
returned home after pay
ing the ransom. However, 
it was Maj. Zain Ul Abe
din who came forward 
and gave initial informa
tion to the investigators, 
which led to the arrest of 
Qalandar Baksh Khoso, 
an insider close to the 
gang." (Back page Dawn, 
Oct 23, 1989). 

Such information 
came in the press in almost 
all the newspapers of Kara
chi including the Daily 
Muslim, Jang and the eve
ning newspapers etc. the 
very first day the news of 
my kidnapping came in the 
press and of the escape the 
next day. Hence it became 
impossible for me to live in 
my own home or even in 
Karachi and eventually I 
went to Rawalpindi and 
stayed with my brother Lt. 
Col. Mohiuddin Akbar 
(Late) then working in 
Pakistan Army General 

.Headquarters (GHQ) 

I am skipping off 
many details of my episode 
because of the paucity of 
space, but one thing which I 
remember and cannot skip 
is about respected Mudood 
Ahmad Khan, presently the 
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He showed deep brotherly 
concern and sympathy all 
the time and he had readily 
arranged the ransom of Rs. 
50,000. I am grateful to his 
wife also who was with my 
wife all the time during the 
time of my ordeal. 

I am equally very 
grateful to Mr. Kanwar 
ldrees, then the Chief Sec
retary of the Province and 
presently in Karachi who 
used all his resources along 
with the IG police for pro
viding general police pro
tection around the neigh
borhood. 

I also cannot forget 
the love and affection of 
Wudood Chaudhry, son of 
respected Commander. 
Aslam Chaudhry presently 
living in Toronto, Canada 
and the late. Rtd. Col. 
Mubarak (Ordinance), who 
along with my son Amin 
Zain searched for my 
whereabouts all over Kara
chi, all the hospitals and 
neighborhood etc. Com
mander Aslam Chaudhry, 
then in Karachi gave me 
constant support and shelter 
like a brother which I will 
remember all my life. May 
Allah bless them all. With 
my heart ever filled with 
gratitude to Allah I end my 
story. 

******* 
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FARGO FORUM 

Published May 15 2009 

It is human to err 
and to achieve 

By: Syed Sajid Ahmad, Fargo 

Recently there has been some 
discussion of evil in the Forum 
(April 25, Opinion). In fact, 
good cannot be distinguished or 
defined or recognized without 
evil, light cannot be distin
guished or defined or recognized 
without darkness, truth cannot 
be distinguished or defined or 
recognized without a lie, except 
for material objects. 
Man has the choice to be good 
or evil or a spectator so that his 
mettle be tested, his reward be 
determined, bis status be elicited 
and his destiny be written. 
God could make man unable to 
choose evil as he has made ani
mals unable to choose other than 
their designated limited role. But 
he chose man to show and ob
serve how good he could be 
unless man chooses otherwise. 
Man, with the right combination 
of guidance, will and strategy, 
can rise to be an angelic prophet, 
or can fall to the lowest animal
istic depths with the lack of right 
guidance, by choosing wrong 
behavior and traits, and not us
ing the God-given capabilities in 
the right way at the appropriate 
time. It is human to err, but it 
also is only a human trait to 
learn, improve and achieve the 
highest levels of being a human 
spiritually, morally and intellec
tually. 
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Dr. Mujeeb R. Malik 
Elected Fellow of 

American Institute of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics 

(AIAA) 

By the Grace of God, Dr. Mujeeb R. Malik, 
Northern Virginia Jama' at, has been elected Fel
low of the American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics (AIAA). The Society bestows this 
honor on a select few, in recognition of profes
sional distinction and notable and valuable contri
butions made to the arts, science, and technology 
of aeronautics and astronautics. He was recog
nized for this honor during the 2009 Aerospace 
Spotlight Award Gala held at the Ronald Regan 
Building in Washington, DC, on May 13, 2009. 

Dr. Mujeeb Malik's contributions are spread 
over fifty refereed journal articles and over one 
hundred papers in the proceedings of conferences 
and symposia in the USA and in countries outside 
the USA. 

He is currently the Head of Computational 
Aero-Sciences Branch at NASA Langley Re
search Center, where he leads research in ad
vanced computational methods development for 
the analysis and design of aerospace vehicles. He 
is also a Fellow of American Society of Mechani
cal Engineers (ASME), and American Physical 
Society (APS). 

Dr. Mujeeb Malik is son of the late Malik 
Saifur Rehman and Amatul Rashid Shaukat. May 
God Almighty bless his achievements and grant 
him many more such prestigious achievements. 
Ameen 
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"Where is the Muslim Pope?" 
Originally published in The New York Daily News, April 11, 2009 

By Amjad Mahmood Khan 

A few years ago, National Review editor-at-large Jonah Goldberg illuminated our national 
conversation about religion by asking a simple yet profound question: "Where is the Muslim 
pope?" Goldberg discussed the emergent need for a central authority figure within the Islamic 
world to provide Muslims with a well-defined moral compass and help isolate "jihadists" who taint 
Islam. 

Goldberg's question remains as important as ever. 

For millions of Muslims, the war within Islam is more important than the war against Islam. 
The battle lines grow increasingly clear: on one side stands a tiny minority of so-called "Muslims" 
who view their faith as an instrument of conquest and carnage, and on the other side, a majority of 
Muslims who view their faith as an instrument of hope and humanity. 

The war within Islam plays out politically as well. In South Asia, the Pakistani government 
seeks to apprehend the perpetrators of the horrific terrorist attacks in Mumbai. In Central Asia, the 
Afghani government struggles to prevent the resurgence of the Taliban. In Southeast Asia, Indone
sian President Yudhoyono refuses to concede to the demands of religious hardliners. In the Middle 
East, the reformists in Iran defy President Ahmadinejad' s brazen regime. 

On our home front, President Obama recognizes the importance of isolating the extreme 
fringe groups within Islam. His Al-Arabiya interview and address in Turkey earned the United 
States newfound respect from the Islamic world. He managed to unsettle extremists who would per
vert Islam to dangerous ends, invigorate moderate Muslims and remind Americans of the virtues of 
diplomacy and the power of an unclenched fist. 

Now that the Muslim and Western worlds stand poised to resist extremism, the time is ripe for 
Muslims to take the final step towards rescuing their faith from the clutches of militancy: selecting 
and rallying around a single spiritual leader to defeat extremism. The prospect of a Muslim "pope" 
spearheading a spiritual revolution is not a fantastical notion. Indeed, Islam contemplates the need 
for a pope-like figure, a Khalifa of Islam, to reinvigorate the original message that Muhammad 
brought. Many millions of Muslims still await such a Khalifa. 

For some Muslims, such a Khalifa already exists. The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community - a dy
namic, fast-growing international revivalist movement within Islam - boasts of having the only 
thriving Islamic caliphate in the Muslim world. Its current caliph, His Holiness Mirza Masroor 
Ahmad, advocates a resurgence of Islam's true and essential teachings. For example, addressing a 
cadre of American journalists ana intellectuals at a special gathering in Virginia last June, he pro
claimed: "Violent jihad is unlawful in Islam and constitutes a grave sin." His community is the 
foremost Islamic organization to endorse a separation of mosque and state. He cautions against irra
tional interpretations of Quranic pronouncements and misapplications of Islamic law. Despite the 
vibrancy of his message, his Community faces brutal persecution in much of the Islamic world. 

Many hope that Ahmad - or some other Khalifa - will begin to rid the Muslim world of ex
tremism through a central and unifying message of peace and tolerance. The time is ripe for Mus
lims to find a reformist "pope." 

Khan, a former editor-in-chief of the Harvard Human Rights Law Journal, currently practices 
law in Los Angeles, California. 
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SUFFICE 
Wajeeha Choudhary, Philadelphia 

The Ahmad, The Amin, the chosen one of men, 
Runs to the comforting confines of a cave, 
The crisis of discovery looming a pace or two behind. 
A silent supplication to the mightiest Protector 
Harnesses a web of security and the curious delight of a nesting bird. 
The pursuers momentarily halt and continue the fruitless search 
For Al-Muhaimin protects His most beloved of servants. 
After all, is not Allah sufficient for His servant? 
The servant of Ahmad, the Imam today, the Sultanul Qalam, 
Fervently pens revelations of the Unseen power, 
Though fear strikes his heart as many a prophet has: 
Will his words fall on ears of deaf, the message lost and shunned? 
For a simple man is he, of the humblest abode, east of Damascus, 
Ridiculed by adversaries left and right. 
Yet the plans of Al-Qadir are beyond man's comprehension; 
After all, is not Allah sufficient for His servant? 
The successors of the Messiah, tried in the daunting depths of challenge: 
Awwal, uniting the community at the danger of division; 
Sani, upholding the lofty pedestal of a challenged Khilafat; 
Salis, steadfastness in the face of laws that belittle and shun; 
Rabay, life-threatening flight to safe-guard God's second manifestation; 
Khamis, thwarting rampant lies against Ahmad and his Ghulam. 
None came to the aid of these blessed five except An-Nasir, the Helper. 
After all, is not Allah sufficient for His servant? 
We listen, we hear, we watch 
The countless examples of unwavering trust in the High and Mighty. 
Yet we practice not what we listen, we hear, we watch. 
The faith of a humrur can be a funny thing, 
Like the blossoms that bloom in spring yet wilt in the bitter winter winds. 
Though human we are, Muslim we are too: submissive to the will of God. 
So walk we must towards the God who loves, provides, sustains, is Al
Kafee, 
Thus He in turn runs with arms wide to conceal the faults of human faith. 
After all, Allah is sufficient for His servant. 
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Local News 

Four faiths represented at symposium in 
mosque 

By: Richie Rathsack, 

MERIDEN - In keeping with its motto, "Love for All, Hatred for None," , the Ahmadiyya Mus
lim Community hosted an interfaith symposium Sunday afternoon to showcase the similarities 
among people of all faith. 

The event featured speakers from four faiths - Islam, Christianity, Judaism and Hinduism - talk
ing about the theme of the symposium, Holy Founders' Day. All the speakers appeared happy 
for the chance to get together at the Ahmadiyya Mosque in South Meriden to talk about faith 
with each other. 

"The purpose for us, for this meeting, was peace," Mahmood Qureshi, Ahmadiyya's Connecti
cut chapter president. said. 

Qureshi said the symposium was a great follow-up to a recent speech by President Barack 
Obama in Egypt that talked about the need for mutual respect and cooperation among all faiths. 
The Ahmadiyya Community has been doing just that by getting involved in interfaith programs, 
he said. 

Rabbi Seth Riemer, of Temple Beth Torah in Wethersfield, has hosted the Muslim group at his 
temple. Riemer said he has become friends with members of Ahmadiyya and was quite excited 
to be speaking at their mosque. 

''I'm loving it. These are my friends. The very fact they are doing this is great," Riemer said. 

When seeking members of other faiths to speak at the event, the Muslim Community contacted 
Susan James at the Middletown Interfaith Clergy Association, who helped put them in touch 
with some of the other speakers present. 

"It's incredible that a small community has reached out like this. I think there is more and more 
of an interfaith awareness," James said of the symposium. "I think it strengthens the commu
nity. Our differences give rise to fears and distance us. We are all basically human beings with 
shared experiences. It's lovely that we can get together in a learning situation like this." 

More than 50 people of different faiths came out to hear the speakers at the symposium present 
a brief 20 minute presentation on their particular founding fathers. James said the time limit 
forces them to boil down their talks to the bare bones, which makes it easier to understand. 

After hearing from Riemer, Suresh Shenoy of the Hindu temple in Middletown, the Rev. Norm 
Erlendson of the Third Congregational Church in Middletown and Ahmadiyya Outreach Direc
tor Sohail Husain, the guests took a short break for refreshments and to mingle. 

Some of the women, who were watching the speakers on a video screen from the other side of a 
large curtain during the first part of the symposium, came out to chat as well. 
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As the adults enjoyed friendly conversation and a quick snack, children ran around playing 
with paper airplanes, drawing smiles and Jaughter from the adults. 

After the break, Qureshi led a question-and-answer session with some candid questions for the 
speakers about their faiths, including how common it is for Jews to argue with God, what Jesus 
meant by the "lost sheep" of the house of Israel, and why violence is often associated with Is
lam when it is called the religion of peace. 

In response to the last question, Sohail said it is permissible 'to defend oneself, but he is con
cerned that many Muslim groups have moved away from the traditions of Islam that call for 
Muslims to defend not only themselves, but all people and creations of God. 

At the end of the event, people again stopped to engage in conversation. James said this was the 
first local event of its kind she has seen and hopes it is just the beginning of interfaith programs 
in the area. 

"It is wonderful that we can have this kind of gathering without getting arrested, like in other 
parts of the world," James said. 

******* 
A Muslim's Reaction to President Obama's 

Speech in Cairo 

AtifMir 
As a Muslim, I welcome President Obama's effort to build bridges between America and 

the Muslim world. Let us hope that the rational forces in the Muslim world will genuinely re
spond to his cordial gesture. I pray that he succeeds in translating his friendly rhetoric into con
crete peaceful policies that will improve the fractured relationship between the Muslim world 
and America. The first eight years of the 21st century has seen it all: the surge of intolerance, 
the rise of "clash of civilizations" and worse of all: the depletion of hope. 

The time has come to act collectively as a human race to promote peace. Otherwise, the 
history text books of the future will view the human race of our times as a collection of irra
tional individuals who failed to manage their power, control their fear and overcome hatred and 
brought disaster upon themselves. We will be viewed as a globalized nation whose fanaticism 
drained away their moral strength and collective wisdom to the extent that they chose destruc
tion over progress. Let us hope that our generation is credited in the history for bringing the 
civilizations together. Let us hope that, going forward, President Obama will continue to see the 
policy of harmony between America and Muslims in line with the national interest of the 
United States. Let us hope that he will be guided by the following verse of the Bible: 

Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. (Psalm 34: 14) 

I hope the Muslim world will respond to your gesture with this Qur'anic verse in mind: 

And if they incline towards peace, incline thou also towards it, and put thy trust in Al
lah. Surely, it is He Who is All-Hearing, All-Knowing. (8:62) 
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WAQFE NAU DEPARTMENT, USA 

2009 JAMIA ORIENTATION 
COURSE 

for US Waqfe Nau boys 
( 14 years and older) 

July 28th (Tue) -August 6th (Thu) 
Al-Nasr Mosque 

500 Bridge Street, Willingboro, NJ 08046 

};;> Classes taught by senior Jamia students 

};;> Daily sports activities 

};;> Highly rated by past year's students 

};;> Boarding and lodging is provided 

Participation is limited to 50 students only! 
Register immediately by sending the student's 

o name 
o age 
O phone and email contact to 

hammad.malik@alumni.utexas.net 

For further information, call Hammad Malik at 
201-388-9857 or contact your local Waqfe Nau secretary . 

.• ,_ 
.J 

!! - - !,I -
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Southeast Regional Waqfe Nau Ijtema 
Hammad Malik 

The Regional Waqfe Nau Ijtema for Southeast region was held on Saturday, May 2nd at 
Nasir Mosque, Philadelphia. About 70-75 people attended this Ijtema of which 46 were 
Waqfeene Nau. The program began with the recitation of the Holy Qur'an by Shoaib Malik 
and poem by Asadullah Chaudhary. Next, the Regional Secretary Waqfe Nau Mansoor 
Ahmad sahib gave the opening speech. Then, President Philadelphia Jama'at Mujeeb 
Chaudhary Sahib gave the welcome address. This was followed by the regular program for 
the day. 

First, we had the young Waqifeen and Waqifaate Nau presentations. All the children 
under the age of 7 years were invited one at a time to make their presentation on anything 
from their age syJlabus. Each child was given a book and a chocolate for the presentation. 
Next, we had the educational competitions for Waqifeen and Waqifaate Nau between the 
ages of 7 and 10 years. Then, ages 11-15 years as well as 16 years and above had their com
petitions but these were held separately for boys and girls. This consisted of recitation of the 
Holy Qur'an, poem and speech competitions. 

After lunch and salat, National Waqfe Nau Secretary Hafiz Samiullah Chaudhary 
Sahib led the afternoon session. First, a group photograph was taken with the Waqifeene 
Nau, their fathers and honored guests. For the very first time in USA Waqfe Nau history, the 
whole afternoon session was broadcast Live on www.waqfenau.us website. By the Grace of 
Allah Ta'ala this afternoon session was successfully broadcast live with clear audio and 
video. Alhamdu lillah. 

We began this afternoon session with Zafarullah Khan Sahib's Urdu workshop. The 
Urdu workshop consisted of multiple slides on the projector while Zafarullah Khan Sahib 
went through an overview of the Urdu History with detailed information. This was followed 
by question and answers by the parents. Next, Hafiz Samiullah Chaudhary Sahib presented 
the workshop on Re-dedication of the Waqifeen and Waqifaate Nau. This was a very de
tailed and comprehensive workshop explaining all the aspects of re-dedication that the 
Waqifeen need to know. 

After all the competitions and workshops, the prize distribution ceremony was held. 
Prizes were distributed by Hafiz Samiullah Chaudhary sahib on the boys' side and by local 
Lajna President Nusrat Jehan Bashir sahiba on the girls' side. Those Waqifeene Nau and 
Waqifaate Nau who had outstanding attendance in their local Waqfe Nau classes received 
certificates. Recognition certificates were also given to the judges and workers of the 
Ijtema. 

After the prize distribution, Hafiz Samiullah Chaudhary Sahib gave his concluding 
address and the Ijtema program concluded with silent prayer. Among the workers who dis
tinguished themselves to make the Ijtema a success, the contributions of Ataul Aleem Sahib, 
Nudrat Qureshi Sahiba and Rana Waqas Sahib especially stood out. Jazakumullahu Ta'ala 
Ahsanal Jazaa. 
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Northeast II (Upstate NY) Regional Waqfe Nau Ijtema 

Regional Waqfe Nau Ijtema for Northeast II (Upstate NY) region was held on Satur
day, May 30th in Rochester, NY. A total of 6 Waqifeene Nau and 4 Waqifaate Nau attended 
the program in addition to their parents. The Ijtema started at IO AM with the recitation of 
the Holy Qur'an followed by poem. Regional Waqfe Nau secretary Tahir Khokhar Sahib 
welcomed the Ijtema participants. Various educational competitions were conducted during 
the Ijtema for both boys and girls. Maulana Yahya Luqman Sahib attended the ljtema and 
remained with the ljtema participants from the beginning till the end. The ljtema concluded 
at I PM. 

HQl and HQ2 Regional Waqfe Nau Ijtema 

Regional Waqfe Nau Ijtema for Headquarters I and Headquarters II regions was held 
on Sunday, June 7th at Masjid Baitur Rehman. Approximately, 56 Waqifeene Nau and 35 
Waqifaate Nau along with 40 parents participated in this /jtema. The ljtema started at IO 
AM and included various presentations, workshops as well as educational competitions. 
Around 27 boys and girls under 7 years of age did their presentations. Waqifeen and Waqi
faate Nau between the ages of 7 and 21 were divided into 3 groups by age for educational 
competitions. Later, 10 Waqifeen and 3 Waqifaate Nau (13 years of age and older) pre
sented their career plans. A workshop to translate verses of the Holy Qur'an into Urdu and 
then to write the Urdu translation was also conducted. Prizes were distributed among those 
Waqifeen and Waqifaate Nau who have shown extraordinary performance at school. 

The Jjtema was attended by Na'ib Ameer Maulana Daud Hanif Sahib and National 
Secretary Waqfe Nau Hafiz Samiullah Chaudhary Sahib. Hafiz Sahib addressed the ljtema 
participants during the morning and the afternoon sessions. At the end of the ljtema pro
gram, Na'ib Ameer Maulana Daud Hanif Sahib distributed prizes and addressed the partici
pants. The Ijtema concluded at 4:30 PM with silent prayer led by Na 'ib Ameer Sahib. 

******* 
Excellence of Calling Allah's 

Blessings on the Holy Prophetsaw 

It is my personal experie}lce that to obey the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Al
lah be on him) with a sincere heart and to love him, ultimately makes a person beloved of 
God. God creates in his heart a burning for His Own love and such a one, withdrawing his 
heart from everything else, leans towards God and his affection and desire remain only for 
God Almighty. Thereupon a special manifestation of Divine love falls upon him and, be
stowing upon him the full colour of love and devotion, pulls him towards itself with great 
force. He then overcomes his passions and from every direction extraordinary works of God 
Almighty appear as signs in his support and to help him. 

[Haqiqatul Wahy, Roohani Khaza'in, Vol. 22, p. 67-68] 
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TABLIGH ACTIVITIES 
OF NORTH NEW JERSEY JAMA' AT 

(April and May 2009) 

Aamer Khokhar, Secretary Tabligh 

A Seerat-un Nabisaw Conference was held on Sunday April 19, 2009 at Re
gency House Hotel, Prompton Plains, New Jersey. The conference started with 
Zuhur and Asar prayers at 1:30PM. The meeting was presided by out National 
Secretary Tabligh, Ali Murtaza Sahib. Three non-Ahmadi Imams, Imam Ameer 
Pir Salaahuclin of Paterson, Imam Karim Muhammad of Newark, and Imam 
Dr. Ozcan Gungor (United Islamic Center of Paterson) participated in the pro
gram. The total attendance was about 225 people. Approximately 50 to 60 non
Ahmadi Muslim and non-Muslim guests were present. Maulana Daud Hanif 
Sahib, Missionary In-charge and Na' ib Ameer spoke on the life of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammadsaw as a model for the whole of mankind. Imam I. H. 
Kauser spoke on the topic "Why the Holy Prophet'aw was the best of all." Na'ib 
Ameer Zinda Mahmood Bajwa Sahib was also present at the conference. There 
was a questions and answer program at the end of the Jalsa. The questions 
were answered by Respected Na 'ib Ame er and Missionary In-charge, Daud 
Ahinad Hanif Sahib. By the grace of Allah, the Jalsa was a great success. Rep
resentatives from three Local Urdu Newspapers were at the Jalsa. They cov
ered the event in detail in their respective newspapers with pictures of the 
event. Gifts along with the new publication on Ahmadiyya Muslim Mosques 
were given to the guests and to the news reporters. Non-Ahmadi guests bought 
some books from the bookstall and free literature was also distributed. The 
conference ended with early dinner at 5:30PM. 

Furthermore the following activities took place during the report period: 

1. Number of literature distributed: Approx. 100 
2. Number of Books given: 10 
3. Number of new contacts: 3 

Two churches were contacted and an introduction of our community was 
given to the Pastor with an invitation for presenting our community's belief. 

******* 
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A PEACE CONFERENCE HELD AT 
BAITUZ ZAFAR MOSQUE, 

QUEENS, NEW YORK 

Ghulam Rabbi 

On Sunday, June 7th, 2009, a Peace Conference was held at Baituz
Zafar Mosque, focusing on "How to Establish Peace, Love and Harmony in 
our Diverse Society". The program successfully fulfilled its sole purpose 
which was to bring together, leaders of all major faiths of the New York Metro 
Area including Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Sikh
ism under one roof discussing peace. The eminent speakers included Madelien 
Brecher, who is a representative of United Nations for Women, Rev. Charles 
Norris Sr., Missionary Baptist Church of Jamaica, Rabbi Joseph Potasnik, Ex
ecutive Vice President of Board of Rabbis, New York, Dilip V. Shah, President 
JAINA, Philadelphia, Edward J. Klein, Queens Community for Cultural Juda
ism, Rev. Sam Hoppie, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Marcia 
Kennry, Chairman Interfaith Organization Brooklyn, Bhai Sahib Giani Ranjit 
Singh, Head-Makhan Shah Lubana Gurdwara, Radhika Mohan, Executive 
member of Hindu Temple Queens, Rev. Edwin C. Reed, Pastor Morris Brown 
AME Church S. Ozone Park, and Rev. T.K. Nakagaki, Buddhist Temple New 
York. Imam Inamul Huq Kauser Sahib was the host and speaker from the Mus
lim Community. David Weprin, State Councilman, was the guest speaker, and 
he emphasized the diversity of Queens and how people of so many different 
cultures are living together in peace and harmony and sharing their cultural be
liefs and learning each others' as well. This was a very successful program 
since over 150 guests partook of this gathering to hear how to bring peace 
within our society through different faiths. This event was planned and coordi
nated by Imam Inamul Huq Kauser Sahib, along with Ghulam Rabbi Sahib, 
and others. When asked, Rabbi Sahib responded, "The response from the com
munity was overwhelming. ·we were blessed to be able to provide a platform 
for so many people to come together to focus on peace." The MTA department 
led by Rizwan Akbar Sahib did an excellent job in recording and broadcasting 
the program. Zia/at department, led by Mansoor Ahmad Sahib also deserves 
recognition for preparing food for vegetarians and for the rest. Kosher food 
was also presented. Siddique Rahim Sahib and his team coordinated the regis
tration and served everyone. Books and DVDs on Islam and Ahmadiyyat were 
presented to the guests. 
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Sahibzadi Amatul Qayyum Sahiba, 
the Daughter of Hadhrat Musleh Mau'oodra 

and Wife of the late Sahibzada Mirza 
Muzaffar Ahmad Sahib, Ex-Ameer Jama'at 

USA Passes Away 

It is sadly announced that Sahibzadi Amatul Qayyum Sahiba, the daughter of 
Hadhrat Musi eh Mau' ood and wife of the late Sahibzada Mirza Muzaffar Ahmad Sahib, 
ex-Ameer Jama'at USA Passed away on June 22, 2009. She was 92 years old. 

- -zc:. "' e. : · .,. • ... -.tr u f - 4.lJ UI ~.....,~, ,....!I,, , 

Hazooraba in his Friday sermon delivered on June 26, 2009 remembered Sahibzadi 
Amatul Qayyum Sahiba, who had passed away a few days ago and led her funeral Prayer 
in absentia. 

Hazooraba said, she was the second daughter of Hadhrat Musleh Mau 'oodra and 
wife of the late Sahibzada Mirza Muzaffar Ahmad Sahib. She was born in 1916 and took 
her Maulwi Fazil (Islamic scholarship) as well as passed the F.A examination. She served 
as Sadr Lajna Washington, USA for four years. Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IIlrh appointed 
her as an honorary member of the USA Majlis-e-Mashawarat. Hazoor said with the 
Grace of God she was mentally alert till the end. She would relate early incidents and 
about Hadhrat Musleh Mau'oodra. She was most charitable and regularly supported wid
ows and orphans. She also gave to various international charities. She offered her Salat 
with deep devotion. Hazoor8ba said he had the occasion to witness her offering her Salat 
many times. She had a special bond with God. Despite her husband's high office she was 
most humble and modest. In their condolence letters to Hazooraba many women have ex
pressed about her humility. She had a great sense of honor for religion and for Khilafat. 
She was very particular about her purdah and if she did not recognize a visiting young
ster relation she would maintain her purdah until the introduction was made. 

She did not have an.y children of her own but had adopted the son of her sister Sa
hibzadi Amatul Jameel Begum Sahiba. She gave him a lot of love and always undertook 
his Tarbiyyat. He has written to Hazoor that she would relate brief stories with reference 
to the Holy Propher1w and the Promised Messiah05 in his childhood and also to his chil
dren. Hazoor said Zahir Ahrnad (her adopted son) has written that she would read the 
Holy Qur'an with great reflection and had made notes on pages upon pages. She had a 
particular love for Khilafat. Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IIIrh was her elder brother but she 
had a very special bond with him as the Khalifah of the time. Hadhrat Khalifatul Masib 
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rvrh was her younger brother, yet after his Khilafat she showed him the utmost of re
spect. During the first Jalsa Salana at Islamabad Tilford, she was told that Hazooraba was 
asking for her. She promptly got up and started walking and the person who was to ac
company her had to run to catch up. Hazooraba said this is reminiscent of her maternal 
grandfather (Hadhrat Khalifatul Masib ya) who would run when beckoned by the Prom
ised Messiah. 

Hazooraba said he was her nephew. When he was made Nazir-e-A 'la of Pakistan 
and she came for a visit from USA Hazoor3ba noted clear deference in her deportment to
wards Hazooraba, such was her regard for office-holders of the Community. Hazoor said 
this aspect about her unfolded to him at that time. After Hazoor' Saba Khilafat this connec
tion further developed. Hazooraba said when he thinks about it there was no difference 
whatsoever in the respect and regard she accorded to Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih mrh and 
that she accorded Hazoor3ba. Her regard was so heightened that at times Hazooraba would 
be embarrassed. Hazoor3ba said when he went to USA [last year] his residence was at the 
mission house due to Community matters. She had wanted Hazoor3ba to stay at her place. 
When Hazooraba went to visit her she was overjoyed. Hazooraba said it is due to the deep 
connection she had that her family also has a very close connection with Khilafat. Ha
zooraba said she had read the books of the Promised Messiah nine times. Hazoor3ba said 
during her illness he had the chance to speak with her a few times. Zahir Ahmad has told 
Hazooraba that once he tried that she would eat her meal before telephoning Hazooraba; 
which she did not. After the phone call it was said to her that now that she had spoken 
with Hazooraba she may eat her meal. After this he got busy somewhere. Shortly after
wards he noticed the food was eaten. Hazooraba said he thinks she may have misheard 
and assumed that Hazooraba had asked her to eat her meal and that is why she ate it de
spite, due to ill health, not wanting to eat. Hazoor3ba said such was the level of her obedi
ence. 

Hazooraba said during her illness she called her nephew/son, daughter-in-law and 
the children and counseled them for three hours and then thanked them for serving her 
although what they did for her was nothing compared to the way she had served them. 
May God enable her family to continue with the piety of the Tarbiyyat of Sahibzada 
Mirza Muzaffar Ahamd and Sahibzadi Amatul Qayyum and may they be the recipients of 
their prayers and stay firm on their humility. 

Hazooraba said she was very close to her father. On her marriage he wrote to Sa
hibzada Mirza Muzaffar Sahib that he had cared for his daughter like one cares for a blis
ter on one's palm ... and now he entrusted her to him. If she was pained in any way he 
would not be able to bear it. This is the model that the families who have conflicts should 
observe. When they bring someone else's beloved daughter into their family, they should 
be most careful about her feelings, mindful that she is someone's daughter. 

Sallibzadi Amatul Qayyum once dreamt [in childhood] that a person said to her 
that he has come to get her mother. She pleads with him weeping not to take her. The per
son Lhen says be would take her father. She again pleads with him not to take him. She is 
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then given an option to either let her mother or father go. Upon insistence that under no 
circumstances could she keep both, she agreed to let her mother go. As a result of this 
dream she became very clingy with her mother. Her mother passed away when she was 
ten years old. Hazoor°ba related that earlier Hadhrat Amma Janra would say to her that she 
was always hugging her mother why did she not hug her father. Once she responded to 
this by saying: I will cling [to my father] and will do so all my life. Hadhrat Amma Jan 
would relate this incident with tearful eyes. 

Hazoorabu read a couple of Urdu poetic verses that Hadhrat Musleh Mau'oodra 
wrote on the occasion of his daughter's marriage. They broadly translate as: 

May His love never diminish 
His connection never breaks; 
No matter who else breaks off 
His devotion is never abandoned. 

Hazooraba said someone has written to him from USA that twenty five years ago 
they dreamt hearing a voice that said 'Bibi Amatul Qayyum is a waliullah' (friend of 
God, saint). Hazooraba said she indeed had a deep relationship with God and was very pi
ous. This was only because she always put the teachings of her great father in practice. 
May God elevate her status. Hazooraba led her funeral Prayer in absentia after Jumu'ah 
Prayer 

Her funeral Prayer was led at Baitur Rahman Mosque after Friday Prayer by Dr. 
Ahsanullah Zafar Sahib, Ameer Jama'at USA which was attended by hundreds of 
Ahmadis from All over the USA. After the funeral Prayer her body was taken to Pakistan 
for burial in Bahishti Maqbarah Rabwah. 

In Rabwah, her funeral Prayer was led by Sahibzada Mirza Khurshid Ahmad Sa
hib, Nazir A'la and Ameer Maqam.i after Asr Prayer on June 29, 2009. He also led the si
lent prayer after the burial in Bahishti Maqbarah Rabwah Thousands of people from 
throughout Pakistan attended the funeral. Before the funeral thousands of women from 
Rabwah and its surrounding areas did the last viewing of Sahibzadi Amatul Qayyum Sa
hiba. 

******* 


