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(May peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
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Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih v aba writes: 

"It gives me great pleasure to introduce 
this book written with painstaking research 
and a grand effort by the author on the life 
of Muhammad, the Holy Prophet of Islam, 
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him. It is a most welcome addition for the 
English speaking world to better under
stand the life and teachings of Muhammad 
peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him ... 

. . . it is our obligation to make manifest in 
the English language the life and excellent 
example of the Holy Prophet of Islam, may 
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, 
so that the maximum number of people in 
the English speaking world should become 
aware of his life and his character ... 

The book can be purchased from: 

i. In charge Bookstore 
Baitur Rahman Mosque 
15000 Good Hope Road 
Silver Spring, MO 20905 

301-879-0110 

PRICE OF THE BOOK: $10 

ii. KZ Publications 
14-21 Saddle River Rd 

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 

ka ri mzirvi@ya hoo. com 
207-794-8122 
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Al-Qur'an 

He who would avail himself of the Umrah together with the Pilgrimage, should ITlake 
whatever offering is easily available. But such of you as cannot find an offering should 
fast three days during the pilgrimage, and seven when you return home; these are ten 
complete. This is for him whose family does not reside near the sacred mosque. (2: 197) 

COMMENTARY 

TheUmrah and the Ha1} may be combined in two ways (a) The pilgrim who 
intends to perform the Umrah alone should enter the state of the lhram and perform its 
rites and finish it. Then on the eighth day of Dhul Hijjah he should again enter into the 
state of lhram and perform the prescribed rites of Hajj This form of combining the 
Umrah and the Hajj is tecnically called 'Tamattu'which literally means, 'availing oneself 
of a thing', (b) The pilgrim may perform the Umrah and the Hajj simultaneously, He 
should, in this case, enter into the state of lhram with that intention and should remain in 
that state till the end of the pilgrimage. This combination of HaJ] and Umrah is called 
Qiran which literally means, 'the putting together of two things'. In both 'Tamattu' and 
Qiran it is obligatory to offer the sacrifice. In the verse under comment the word 'Tamattu' 
is not used in the technical sense and covers Qiran also. 

Fasting is mentioned in the clause, should fast three days during the Pilgrimage is 
distinct and separate from the fasting mentioned above. The first-mentioned fasting is 
meant for those who cannot shave their heads while this fasting is meant for those who 
are unable to offer sacrifice in case of 'Tamattu~ The three days spoken of are preferably 
the 11th, 12th and 13th of Dhuf Hijjah. The remaining seven fasts may be observed after 
one has returned home. 

The words mean that the permission to combine Ha1} and Umrah is meant not for 
the residents of Mecca but for those who come from outside. By some, however, the 
words "the Sacred Mosque" have been extended to include the whole of Haram, i.e., the 
sacred territory in and around Mecca. 
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Al-Hadith 

Prayers for Acquiring Useful Knowledge 

Hadhrat Abu Hurairah
0 

has related this prayer of the Holy Prophet"w: 

"' " I ,I, ,_ •, • , "' Iii ,. ,I,, 

I< I~ ill .i:..;J\' ~ • ·~ ·"'' ~o~ ~ • ~!le"'' cfalC:: ~ ~~\~!II\ i.r ~ ... ... ... ~ JJ i.,p-r J ; ...,... r-r-... , 

"' ... ,I, ,. ,: 

_ l!ll I i:1 J6:= •. illl,! ~ ~,"' J6:= J i.r ... c)-! ...... .rJ., ... ... , 

O Allah! Let me benefit from the knowledge You have taught to me and teach me_ such 
knowledge which is beneficial to me and increase me in knowledge. All praise, in all 
circumstances, belongs to Allah. I seek protection of Allah from the condition of the inmates of 
the Fire. 

(Tirmidhi Kitabudda 'wat Ibni Majah Kitabuddawat) 

Hadhrat Ummi Salamah" relates that when the Holy Prophet'"w observed the Fajr 
Prayer, he used to supplicate the following at the end of the Prayer: 

, ... , ... , • ... • ... "" ... "' ,I, ... 

-~~ ... '~u· "''~u~~w,.·,µu", . J ... JJJ ... ... ': ,J ... ... ... "r" 

0 Allah! I seek from You beneficial knowledge and pure provision, and deeds that will be 
accepted. 

(Ibni Majah Ki tab Iqamatas-Sa/at) 

Had.brat Zaid bin Arqam .. relates that the Holy Prophet'"w used to supplicate: 

.... ... .... ... ... .... ... ... • ... ,. .... "' ,1,.,. 
.... , ...... 'y . ....lj ~- ...... J ... ~ 'y ~ • .... ,. •!, 'y ~le.•. ~ ~· .. , •. , ~!ll\ 
c)'!J ~ v-- V, \,,... ~ • c)'!J ~ I"' cJ! ; Y ~ ... r-r-., ., , 

... ... 
l,iJ ,. ~ .... ,. "' ......... - "-' - ~ o·&J-.~ . ,.r 

0 Allah! I seek Your protection from the knowledge which does not benefit; the heart which does 
not have (Your) fear, the body which does not satiate and the supplication which is unacceptable. 

(Muslim Kitabuddu 'a') 
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SAYIN6SOF 
TH£ PROMISED MESSIAHAS 

Blessings of Islam 
I would now wish to enlarge upon the fruits of Islam. When a true seeker of God es

tablishes himself fully on Islam and every one of his faculties begins to tread naturally upon 
the paths of God Almighty without any kind of artificiality, the ultimate result of his effort 
is that the higher manifestations of Divine guidance, freed from all obstructions, are directed 
towards him. Diverse types of blessings descend upon him. The commandments and doc
trines, which were accepted on faith and as hearsay, are now experienced by him as realities 
and certainties through true visions, and definite and unambiguous revelation. The mysteries 
of the faith and the law are revealed to him and he is afforded a view of the Divine kingdom 
so that he should arrive at the stage of perfect certainty and understanding. A blessing char
acterises his tongue and his words and all his actions and his movements. He is bestowed 
extraordinary courage and steadfastness and his understanding is expanded at a high level. 

The narrowness of human obstructions, meanness, miserliness, the tendency towards 
frequent stumbling, short-sightedness, proneness towards passion, lowliness of behaviour 
and every darkness of his ego are totally removed from him and he is filled with the light of 
Divine attributes. Thereupon, he undergoes an entire change and puts on the garment of a 
new birth. He hears through God Almighty, sees through Him, moves with Him and stops 
with Him. His anger becomes the wrath of God Almighty, and his compassion becomes the 
compassion of God Almighty. 

When he arrives at that stage, his prayers are heard as a mark of his having been cho
sen, and not merely as a trial; and he becomes the proof of God on earth and personifies se
curity from God. There is joy in heaven on his account and the highest gift that is bestowed 
upon him is the word of God which descends upon his heart free from any doubt, like the 
light of the moon shining through without any mistiness. It carries an effective sense of de
light with it and bestows satisfaction, comfort and security. The difference between this 
converse with God and revelation is that revelation is like a perennial spring that flows con
tinuously to the chosen ones of God. They speak with the Holy Spirit, hear through it, and 
all their desires are born of the Holy Spirit. It is an absolute certainty that they become the 
reflection of the verse: 

Nor does he speak out of his own desire. It is nothing but pure revelation that has been 
revealed by God (53: 4-5). 



November 2009 5 Ahmadiyya Gazette USA 

But converse with God is different. It means that the word of God descends upon them like a 
continuous revelation. They hear the response to their questions from God such as a friend 
receives from a friend. We can only define it by saying that it is a special manifestation of 
God the Glorious, which is conveyed through a favourite angel. Its purpose is to give intima
tion of acceptance of prayer, or to communicate a new or secret matter, or to make aware of 
something that is to happen in the future, or to convey God's pleasure or lack of it concern
ing any matter, or to create certainty and understanding concerning some matter. It is a Di
vine voice that manifests itself in the form of converse in order to create understanding and 
satisfaction. It is not possible to define it any more than to say that it is a voice which pro
ceeds from God and is experienced in delicious words full of blessings, which is not induced 
by any thinking or reflection or any intrusion of self and is surcharged with a Divine mani
festation and Divine majesty. 

[Ayena-i-Kamalat-i-lslam, Roohani Khaza'in, Vol. 5, pp. 226-233] 

I believe in Islam alone as a true religion and consider all other faiths as bundles of 
falsehoods. I perceive that by believing in Islam fountains of light are coursing through me. 
Through the love of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on him), I have ar
rived at that high stage of converse with the Divine and of acceptance of prayer which can 
only be achieved by a follower of the true Prophet and by no other. If the Hindus and the 
Christians and others were to supplicate their false gods, even unto death, they could not 
achieve that stage. 

I hear the words of God, which the others believe in only as a theory. I have been 
shown and have been told and have been made to understand that Islam alone is the true 
faith in the world, and it has been disclosed to me that I have received all this through the 
blessing of following the Khatamul Anbiya (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) and that 
the equal of it cannot be achieved in any other religion for they are all false. 

[Ayena-i-Kamalat-i-Islam, Roohani Khaza'in, Vol. 5, pp. 275-276] 

******* 
HADITH 

Hadhrat Abdullah bin Abbasra relates that the Holy Prophetsaw related 
that Allah the Blessed and Exalted informed him that He had defined and 
clearly explained good and evil. Therefore, whoso intended to do a good deed 
but did not do it, Allah the Blessed and Exalted counts it as a complete virtue, 
and if he intended to do it and carried it out, Allah the Most Honoured and 
Glorious rewards him from ten to seven hundred times and even many more 
times. And if he intended to commit an evil but did not carry it out, Allah the 
Exalted counts it as a complete virtue, but if he carried it out then Allah counts 
it as a single evil. 

Muslim kitabal Iman bab idha hammal 'abdu bi hasanatin 
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Summary of the Friday Sermon Delivered by 
Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, 

Khalifatul Masih vaba, 

on September 11, 2009 
On 11th September 2009, Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih yaba delivered the Friday Sermon at Bai

tul Futuh Mosque, London. 

After reciting verse 22 of Surah Al-Hashr, which is translated as follows: 

"If We had sent down this Qur'an on a mountain, thou wouldst certainly have seen it humbled 
and rent asunder for fear of Allah. And these are Similitudes that We set forth for mankind that they 
may reflect." (59:22) 

Hazooraba said: Some people's hearts become So hardened that the Holy Qur'an no longer in
spires them and they lose sight of the hereafter. In Surah Al-Baqarah, Allah says that if you do not 
fear Him your hearts will also become hardened You must, therefore, free yourself from the 
clutches of Satan and soften your hearts with the remembrance of Allah. 

Hazooraba spoke about the situation of Ahmadis in Pakistan and asked the Jama'at to pray for 
them and for the country. 

Hazooraba Said: No One can win Allah's love and approbation without fulfilling two condi
tions. The first is to give up pride and arrogance and adopting humility and meekness. And the sec
ond is to give Allah precedence over all other relationships and friendships. 

Hazooraba said: In order to attain the love of Allah and His Prophetsaw it is essential that you 
attach yourself to the Imam. If you do so, you will find that you are honored everywhere and that 
you are able to grasp the meaning and exegesis of Divine word. The Holy Qur'an is a compendium 
of all verities which manifest themselves as and when mankind needs them The Holy Prophetsaw 
says: "One who recites the Holy Qur'an and acts upon it, in heaven his parents will be given 
crowns that will shine brighter than the sun." From this we can imagine what his own status would 
be. The Holy Qur'an is the perfect book and its teachings are in keeping with human abilities. 

Hazooraba said: The teachings of the Holy Qur'an are for all times to come. It encompasses 
the knowledge of all books and all verities. It explains itself and provides guidance for every occa
sion. It is a sign whichever way we may look at it. Whoever reads it and acts upon it is guided by 
God on the right path. 

The Promised Messiah35 says: "Leave all other books and read the Qur'an alone. He is with
out faith who does not care for the Holy Qur'an and is ever bent over other books. Our Jama'at 
should busy themselves with the recitation and understanding of the holy Qur'an. If you carry the 
weapon of the Holy Qur'an, the victory shall be yours. No darkness will be able to withstand its 
light." May Allah enable us to do so. In the end Hazooraba spoke about the sad demise of Muham
mad Tariq Islam Sahib, who had been serving as missionary of the Jama' at in Canada. Hazoor3ba 
led his Janaza Gha'ib after the Jumu'ah Prayer. 

J_ 
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Eighty Nine Years Ago in The Daily Al-Fazl, June 25, 1920 

THE PRINCIPLES OF QURA'NIC 
UNDERSTANDING 

From the writings of: 
Hadhrat Mirza Bashirud Din Mahmood Abmad 

Khalifatul Masih lira 

Muhammad Idris Chaudhry, Valdosta, GA 

A cleric who was not a 
member of the Ahmadiyya 
Community in his letter to 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih the 
ura presented a question re
garding the principles of 
Quar'nic exegesis and under
standing. 

Hazoor responded by 
dictating the following: 

I am very glad to learn 
of your desire to become 
knowledgeable about the 
principles of Qur' anic under
standing. If it was possible to 
set aside principles of the 
kind that would have no 
room for doubt, and remove 
all the incongruence then the 
companions of the Holy 
Prophetsaw would have no 
difference of opinion while 
deriving meanings of the no
ble Qur' an, nor would the 
leaders of Islam have dif
fered from one another. 
However, if you are implying 
the principles of such sort if 
they are applied by a sincere 
and well intentioned person 

to become abreast of the is
sues related to the princi
ples of the noble Qur' an; 
and about the branches ( of 
Islam) his step is at such a 
station that after reaching 
there he is left with no in
congruence that would 
cause defect in his belief, or 
cause no hurdle in acquir
ing nearness to Allah the 
Most High; then without a 
doubt such principles are at 
hand. Their proof is found 
in the noble Qur' an. 

First and Second 
Principles 

That which we learn 
from the noble Qur' an is 
that the noble Qura'n is re
vealed in Arabic language. 
Therefore, when deriving 
meanings from the noble 
Qur' an, it should be kept in 
mind that they are in accor
dance with the lexicon and 
phraseology of Arabic. If 
the meanings we have come 
up with are against the lexi
con and phraseology of 

Arabic then such meanings 
cannot be correct. Thus, here 
we discover two principles, 
first, the meanings of the no
ble Qur'an we have come up 
with should not be against 
the lexicon. 

Secondly, they are not 
contrary to the phraseology 
prevalent among the Arabs. 

Third Principle 

For the purposes of exe
gesis of the noble Qur' an we 
learn from the noble Qur' an 
that the works of Allah the 
Most High are not senseless. 

Wa Ma Khaluktussamawat ... 

We have not created the 
heavens ... 

None of the words of 
the noble Qur' an neither any 
arrangement of the words of 
the noble Qur' an is devoid of 
meanings. Any person who 
says that a certain word of 
the noble Qur' an is extra or 
concludes that a certain ar
rangement of the words is 
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wrong, he is indeed farthest 
from real truth. He cannot 
possess understanding of the 
meanings of the noble 
Qur'an. 

Fourth Principle 

We learn from the no
ble Qur' an that there is no 
discrepancy found in the no
ble Qur' an. The ignorant out 
of their ignorance say that 
what is revealed by Allah the 
Most High should have only 
"much discrepancy". This is 
a wrong notion that what is 
revealed by Allah the Most 
High therein even a little bit 
of discrepancy is not permis
sible. They are deceived from 
the words of much discrep
ancy. Allah the Most High 
also says that: 

Wa ma ana bay zallamin 
lilabeed 

Allah the Most High is not 
unjust to His servants. 

It does not mean that 
Allah the Most High is nei
ther a lot of nor a little bit of 
unjust. 

Fifth Principle 

We learn from the no
ble Qur' an that Allah the 
Most High is a Powerful be
ing and not a machine. As 
have the philosophers prom
ulgated the thought that in 
order to understand the real
ity of His works it is essen-

8 

tial to keep in mind all of 
His attributes. 

At the time meanings 
are ascribed to the noble 
Qur' an if all of His attrib
utes are not collectively 
considered and their mutual 
relatedness is not kept in 
sight then might err in un
derstanding the meanings of 
the noble Qur' an. 

Sixth Principle 

The noble Qur' an tells 
us that some of its parts are 
firm and decisive in their 
meanings (Muhkamat), 
while the others are suscep
tible to different interpreta
tions (Mutashabayhat) The 
later should be made sub
servient to the foregoing. 
Some people have faced re
luctance when deriving 
meanings from decisive and 
susceptible parts. In my 
opinion, meant from deci
sive are such verses mean
ings of which receive sup
port from other verses. If 
you change them it brings 
about change in the princi
ples governing religion. 
Thus, their meanings can be 
only one. By saying one it 
does not mean that a second 
meaning cannot be de
duced, rather what it means 
is that all the meanings de
rived will have the same 
substance running through 
them. Meant from suscepti
ble to different interpreta
tions are those verses for 
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which two meanings are pos
sible. One of the meanings is 
opposite to the other and un
der the situation both mean
ings are not acceptable. In 
such a situation we are en
joined that in the verses hav
ing two meanings which can
not be acceptable at the same 
time, they should be com
bined with those verses in 
which similar kind of content 
has been described. 

Two meanings that are 
contrary cannot be lifted. 

Seventh Principle 

This too becomes ap
parent from the noble Qur' an 
that it is revealed under a dis
tinct system. Therefore, when 
deriving meanings must keep 
an eye on afore-context, aft
context, and the verses that 
preceded and followed. 

Eighth Principle 

The meanings that the 
noble Qur' an itself states 
they will take precedence 
over all the rest. At some of 
the places the noble Qur' an 
itself has told the meanings. 

Ninth Principle 

The noble Qur' an tells 
us that one of the tasks of the 
Holy Prophetsaw is , 

Yu allaymu humul kitaba 



November 2009 

Therefore, the mean
ings that the Holy Prophet 
has given out will take 
precedence over all the oth
ers. 

Tenth Principle 

We learn from the no
ble Qur' an that it is essen
tial for the Muslims coming 
after the earlier followers of 
the Holy Prophetsaw to fol
low their example. There
fore, their discourse will be 
given added respect com
pared to the wisdom ex
pressed by other people. 

Eleventh Principle 

In the noble Qur' an 
Allah the Most High says 
that each and every bit of 
the universe is His creation, 
and the noble Qur' an is de
scribed as His word. Be
tween His word and His 
works there should be no 
discrepancy, Therefore, the 
meanings that stand oppo
site to the works of Allah 
the Most High will not be 
correct. In contrast only 
such meanings will be cor
rect that are in accord with 
His works. 

The topic is rather 
vast, however, I think, for a 
person gifted with under
standing, this much should 
suffice. 

{ Translated from The Daily 
Al-Fazl, Rabwah, February 

16, 2009) 

9 Ahmadiyya Gazette USA 

RESEARCH CELL 
PROJECT 

Please contact us immediately if you have ever 
written any thesis or a book or have any publication 
under your name. 

The Research Cell is collecting data of all such 
books and thesis' that have been published under the 
name of any member of Jama'at Ahmadiyya since 
1889. Additionally, also contact us if you have any 
old books in your possession. 

Please fax or email us the following detail. We 
anxiously await your responses. 

Required Details 

Book Name: Author: Edition: Publishing Place: 
Publishing Date: 

Publisher: Pages: Language: Subject 

Phone: 

Fax No: 

Emails: 

For Reply: 

Office:0092476214953 

Res: 0476214313 

l\fob:03344290902 

0092476211943 

tahqeeqi@yahoo.com, 
tahqeeq@gmail.com, 
ayaz313@hotmail.com 

In-Charge Research Cell Rabwah 

Research Cell Jamia Ahmadiyya 
P.O Box #2 Rabwah (Chenab Nagar) PAKISTAN 
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Qaseedah: A Welcome Address to the 
Advent of Masih Mau'oodas 

By 
Naimatullah Shamas Walirh 

Muhammad Sharif Khan, Philadelphia 

Saint Naimat Ullah Shamas Wal{h lived in Kandahar, Afghanislan, in the 6th century Hijra. 
He foresaw in a vision the great happenings that would take place in the future, and described 
them in a long poem in the Persian language. The composition is popularly known as "Naimat 
Ullah Wali's Qaseedah." It foretells at length the great changes that would occur in socio
politico-religious spheres in India and countries there around. Maulvi Muhammad Ismael Sha
heed acquired this Qaseedah and included it in his book (Arbaeen .fil Ahwallil Mahddyeen, pub
lished, November 1851, Calcutta). 

The details of the coming events described in the Qaseedah exactly fall in the explanation 
of the Qur'anic Ayah 30:42: 

l..A.t "~•, - <ir · ..;t....:uiir .,.1; ;~ ~-r-' ~ 

~ ~~ o,uUll (>~· ::-,, .-.,< ,. ,. ,. ,. ... 

~ - .. ~ 

0 ~~ :.-..,J.;J ·~ ~.µt 

Corruption has appeared on land and sea because of what men's hands have wrought, 
that He may make them taste the fruit of some of their doings, so that they may turn back 

from evil. [30:42] 

However, amid awesome socio-political upheavals occurring all over the world, the saint 
saw a glimmer of hope in the advent of a redeemer whose name he was told was to be A H M 
A D. Allah Almighty will prove the authenticity of the Promised Redeemer by the darkening of 
the sun and the moon, and by blessing him with an illustrious son, who will be like him, and 
will strive to establish Islam to its deserved high status. The love and devotion shown to the 
Promised Redeemer indicates that actually saint Wal{h presents an ode: a welcome address to 
Hadhrat Masih Mau'ood08

• 

The Promised Redeemer Hadhrat Masih Mau'ood08 in his book "Nashan-i
Asmani" (Heavenly Decree) quoted the full text of the Qaseedah and the testimonies of other 
saints prophesising the advent of a Redeemer in the 14th century Hijra. Hazoor°s gave special 
importance to Naimat Ullah Wali's poem by opening his book by quoting the poem in full, and 
translating and explaining some of its important parts himself. 

The poem in the Persian language, consists of 55 stanzas. Hazooras translated and ex
plained about half of the poem. When one reads through the poem with a pure heart and without 
preconceived doubts, they will definitely be guided to recognize the Promised Redeemer of our 
time. 
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We present the English translation of the Persian poem, preserving the English rendering of 
Hazoor' sas translations and explanations in Italics. (for the Persian text and Urdu translation of the 
Qaseeda please see Al-Noor USA June, 2009: 33-40). 

In fact Saint Wali's poem is a welcome address to the advent of the Imam of our times 
Hadhrat Masih Mau'oodas as was foretold in the Bible (Isaiah 42) and other scriptures. 

The Poem 

1. I see with the blessed help of the all powerful God what will happen in the future. 

2. What I write is not from knowledge gained by reading stars rather it is from what is revealed 
to me by God Almighty. 

3. I see chaos, disturbances and wars in Egypt, Syria and Iraq. 

4. I see the rich and poor, everyone in a wretched condition. 

5. I hear strange pathetic stories from all around, full of grief and sorrow. 

6. I see pillage, murder, and invasion of armies in the East and West. 

7. I see people with little knowledge being honoured as teachers and scholars. 

8. I see faith and religion weak and defenceless, while heretics are proud of their heresies. 

9. I see sincere friends of nations deep in sorrow and dejected at the plight of their peoples. 

10. I see the public unconcerned at the dismissals and appointments of the public servants. 

11. I see Turks and Tajiks disputing with each other and fighting. 

12. I see hypocrisy, deceit and guile everywhere, among high and low. 

13. I see peace in shambles in places which were once an abode of peace, the mosques and 
shrines, instead evil issues out of them. 

14. I see only hilltops peaceful. 

15. Despite the utterly sad conditions all around, I see a glimmer of hope in the news of joy which 
consoles me. 

16. I see after some years the world will be beautified as a bride. 

17. I see a majestic graceful king who knows the wisdom of past and future. 

18. I do not daydream what I am describing, rather these are the interpretations of what is re
vealed to me. 

19. As twelve hundred years would pass, I see strange things happening all over the world, it 
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means with the start of 12th century Hijra, great upheavals will start occurring in the world. 

20. During the 13th century, reformation and righteousness will disappear. Dusty storms of mis
chief and discontentment will blow, the rust of sin will spread, sympathy will disappear, and en
mities between people will grow. One should not be disappointed and grieved at this state of af
fairs. 

21. Darkness of oppression, injustice and violence will engulf countries. Rulers on ruled, kings on 
kings, partner on partner will extort. Justice will become rare. 

22. Unrest will spread inside and around India. Wars and oppression, and tyranny will be on ram-
page everywhere. 

23. Master will tum to slave and slave to master, the rich will tum destitute and destitute rich. 

24. All that I foresee happening in future sickens my heart. 

25. The Indian kingdom will fall and be replaced gradually by a less valued currency (less popular 
government). 

26. I see great kings disputing each other authority. 

27. I see the face of the moon blackened and the sun injured (eclipse of sun and moon). 

28. I see that traders coming from far off countries are dejected and varied in the way, failing to 
reach destinations (because of the difficulties in the passage). 

29. I see India wretched and Turkey rampaged by tyranny and destruction. 

30. I see the world in the grip of famine, trees in orchards will bear no fruit. 

31. Being dejected, I have no choice but to retire in seclusion putting my trust in God. 

32. One should not be saddened by 13th century intrigues and misfortunes, as it is also the time 
when the beloved Redeemer will come. He will come when the 13th century mischief are at their 
height. He will bring God's blessings and kindness all over the world. 

33. As the fall of the 13th century will come to a close, the Mujaddad of the 14th century will ap
pear. 

34. When his time will successfully come to an end, his son, who will be in his model and colour, 
will be his successor. It is destined that Allah Almighty will give him a pious son who will be in 
his colour. (It refers to my prophecy regarding birth of a son.) 

35. It is destined that rich and kings will believe in him. Their love for him will make them hon
oured, raising their status in the world. It is according to my prophecy in which Allah Almighty 
told me: 'I will shower my Graces so much on you that kings will seek blessings from your 
clothes.' At another place it is said 'your friends and lovers will be blessed.' 

36. I see him in my revelation that he belongs to a highly placed noble family. It is as is said in my 
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prophecy written in 'Azala Auham ':- 'God's vicegerent, a king who will be given a large 
territory and for him treasures of earth will be opened' by kingdom here does not mean 
worldly kingdom, rather spiritual kingdom. 

Footnote: In the scriptures it was prophesised that Christ will come as a king, but when he 
appeared as a poor and destitute man, the Jews outright negated him because he did not 
fulfil the apparent signs written in the scriptures. 

37. He has prophetic qualities in body and soul, grandeur of prophethood is depicted in his 
personality. Knowledge and gentleness is his character, because he follows closely the foot 
steps of his mentor the Holy Prophef3

w. In form and character he has become like him. It is 
according to my revelation published in Braheen: 'Allah's fighter in the garb of Prophets.' 

38. His hand sparkles like a sword. I see him holding a sword, despite that the age of swords 
has gone. However, 'the sword' which was in the hand of Ali (may Allah bless his face), 
will be given to the Imam by Allah. His bright hand will do the work which was done by 
the sword in the early days, as if it is the hand of Ali who has reappeared. It points to the 
fact that the Imam will be the King of the Pen, and his pen will work like a sword. This 
prophecy is an exact translation of my revelation published 10 years ago in Braheen 
Ahmadiyya: "The Book of this saint is like the sword of Ali," exactly refers to me, so I am 
called Ghazi (victorious) at different places in Braheen Ahmadiyya." 

39. He will refresh the religion and it will sprout out. It is according to the revelation noted at 
page 498, which translates, 'Islam will be proved supreme over all other religions through 
me.' Then at page 491 of Braheen there is: 'God will not leave you, until the pure is distin
guished from the impure. ' 

40. The Promised Imam will live for 40 years from the day he is ordained. Now it should be 
noted that I was ordained by a revelation at the age of 40, and was given the glad tidings 
that I will live for nearly 80 years. So I have 40 years yet to call, of which 10 years have al
ready passed (see Braheen Ahmadiyyah page 238). God has command over everything. As 
was with the Prophet Noah, the result of my calling to Allah are not yet evident, however, 
all the prophecies in this regard will be fulfilled at their destined time. 

41. It points out that the Imam who will come at the start of the 14th century, will face opposi
tion and rejection. At last the opponents will be sorry and dismayed at what they did. It 
points to the revelation published in "Nishan-i- Asmani" that is: "I am the awarder of victo
ries, I will give you victory, and you will see help coming from unexpected quarters. At that 
time people will fall in prostration crying: 'O our God! Forgive us, we were at fault.' 

42. I see the redeemer is God's hero, who will save friends and kill the enemies. 

43. His advent will glorify religion and Islam will be populated by his efforts. The religion of 
Muhammad will be strengthened and purified. It is according to the revelation published 10 
years ago in Braheen: 'Be happy that your time is nearing and the foot of the Muslims is 
now placed at a strong citadel.' In another revelation: 'He it is who sent His messenger 
with guidance to establish His religion on all other religions' see Braheen Ahmadiyya 
page 239 footnote. 
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44. I see the treasures of Chosroes and the wealth of Alexander wasted and is of no avail. Destitu
tion and helplessness is everywhere (even great powers are economically bankrupted). 

45. I see the Imam will redeem the world from all these difficulties to comfort humans. 

46. I read from the revelation that the name of the Imam will be Ali!, Ha, Mim and Dal (A H 
MAD). 

47. With the advent of the Imam the flow of the wind will start blowing in favour of Islam, and 
Islam will progress by leaps and bounds. Allah will pardon excesses and strengthen the faith 
of his followers. They will be planted by God, they will grow and their progeny will increase. 
They will become an honoured nation in the world. Accordingly the revelation written in Bra
heen 'and God will make your followers above your opponents till doomsday,' refers to the 
advent of the Imam. Islam will be purified and its status will be raised in the world. He who 
comes from God will be followed by Allah's blessings, though he will be preceded by famine 
and calamities which will come as God's warnings. 

48. He will hold the office of Mahdi as well as the Messiah and both these attributes will be mani
fested in his life. This stanza clearly indicates that he will claim to have been appointed as 
Messiah by God, since for the last 1300 years to date nobody has ever claimed to be the 
PROMISED MESSIAH except me. 

Note: We have taken these few verses from long poem by Naimat Ullah Wali, it is advised that 
everybody should consult the full poem for his satisfaction. May peace be upon him who fol
lows the guidance. 

Rest of the Poem 

49. I see the world converted to a big city, the justice of that king will reach to everybody. 

50. I see the king and his seven ministers. The efficiency of his ministers is evident in the pro
gress of his Jama' at (perhaps it refers to the seven departments of Sadar Anjuman Ahmadiy
yah or the Ameer Jama' at Ahmadiyyah in the seven continents of the world?). 

51. I see this beautiful man distributing the aromatic drink of the Unity of God all around the 
world. 

52. I see the hearts of his opponents rusted, blunted and undependable, losing their sense of rea
soning. 

53. I see that jackals, sheep, lions and deer roam about together in the same meadow. 

54. After the advent of the Messiah the Turkish Sultanate will weaken, its enemy Russia will not 
enjoy victory over its enemy for long. Soon the intoxication of its victory will fade away. 

55. I see Naimat Ullah varied by the events occurring all around, retired in a secluded comer 
and resorting to prayer (noble people have no option but to retire in peace of a corner and 
pray for the early advent of the Redeemer). 
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HIDDEN TREASURES AND READING 
BOOKS 

Who taught man by the pen 
(96:5) 

The Promised Messiah35 

says: 

"I have come to dis
tribute the precious treas
ures hidden and buried for 
centuries: but only to those 
who yearn for it." 

The Promised Messiah05 

further says: 

"If you do not read my 
books at least three times, 
you have a kind of arro
gance within you. (Seeratul 
Mahdi) 

Having read these 
words first casually and 
then very carefully, and 
having pondered the impor
tance of these messages, 
knowing very well that The 
Promised Messiahas came 
to distribute these treasures 
of spirituality only to those 
who desire it, and feeling 
an immense need for these 
spiritual treasures, I finally 
decided that the days of 
procrastination are over and 

Naseer A. Tahir, MD 

I must acquire the habit of 
regular reading. I had al
ways known it to be essen
tial for learning and gaining 
knowledge, but like those 
students waking up sud
denly by the jolt of ap
proaching finals; I did it oc
casionally and only sporadi
cally. The usual diversions 
in my life left me with little 
time for regular reading. 

I knew all along that 
the smart and highly ac
complished people planned 
their lives differently. They 
have an innate drive to ac
quire knowledge. 

"The things I want to 
know are in books," Abra
ham Lincoln said. 

The Promised Messiahas 
has admonished his follow
ers: 

About the book writ
ten by me, Haqiqatul Wa
hee, one who reads it word 
by word, I am sure, he or 
she will be bestowed upon a 
new knowledge about my 
status. He or she will not 
think of me same as he or 
she did before reading of 
the book. (Al-Fazl. 5-09) 

The Promised Messiah35 

has written over 80 books; 
over 15,000 pages. And 
there is more: what he said 
to his companions is pre
served in Malfoozat and 
those are almost 5000 
pages. Reading 20 pages 
daily - an easy task for 
many- will take me 1,000 
days to finish reading all of 
20,000 but only once. 
Reading them 3 times will 
take 3000 days: almost 10 
years. It cannot be done by 
casual reading, I must read 
regularly. Once habitual I 
can finish the task at a 
greater pace. 

It is not hard to ac
quire new habits; all it takes 
is consistency, something I 
learned over the course of 
the month of Ramadan. 
Waking up at early dawn 
for 30 days had the linger
ing effect on my sleeping 
habits. I was able to wake 
up for Tahajjad without the 
help of alarm clock for sev
eral days after Ramadan. 
The experts tell us that it 
takes six weeks to develop 
a habit and only two weeks 
to break it (except for the 
habits of addictions like 
smoking). The habit of 
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reading could become the 
most enjoyable habit. Smart 
people equate it to the 
Heavens: 

"I always imagined that 
Paradise will be a kind of 
library," said Jorge Luis 
Borges. 

Allah expects Mus
lims to take care of their 
bodies to the best of their 
abilities. Obesity, weak
ness, and physical laziness 
are blameworthy afflictions. 
The benefits of regular ex
ercise are well known, but 
many among us, out of 
sheer laziness and procrasti
nation, neglect exercise of 
mind. Perhaps they should 
listen to Joseph Edison who 
said: 

"Reading is to mind 
what exercise is to body." 

Reading regularly is 
important for gaining kno
w ledge. All scholarly minds 
become so only from this 
single habit. Mark Twain 
expressed that thought best: 

"The man who doesn't 
read good books has no ad
vantage over the man who 
can't read." And a similar 
opinion by Walt Disney: 

"There is more treas
ure in books than in all the 
pirate's loot on treasure Is
land." Malcolm X con
fessed to this fact by say
ing: 
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"I have often reflected 
upon the new vistas that 
reading opened to me. I 
knew right there in the 
prison that reading had 
changed forever the course 
of my life. As I see it today, 
the ability to read awoke in 
me some long dormant 
craving to be mentally 
alive." 

Books are more easily 
available than any time be
fore. with many available 
by just a click of a button. 
Our Jama'at website www. 
alislam.org has a host of 
books on its site written by 
The Promised Messiah-. all 
of the Khulafa and many of 
the Ahmadiyya scholars. 
Books are available in 
Urdu, English and Arabic. 
Some of us might like to 
join a library while others 
must buy their books for 
permanent possession. In
ternet sites like www. 
amazon.com have a star rat
ing system to help a reader 
to choose a book from 
many available on the same 
topic. 

While so many books 
on so many topics are avail
able, what kind of books 
should one read? Perhaps a 
better question is what kind 
of books one should not 
read? A good admonish
ment comes from William 
Murray, he said: 

'A dose of poison can 
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do its work but once. A bad 
book can go on poisoning 
minds for generations." 

One should read books 
on all topics but obviously 
the "poisonous" books must 
be avoided. Hadhrat Mirza 
Bashir Ahmadra relates that 
his father The Promised Mes
siah35 once admonished him, 
"being my son, you should 
never read novels." (Seeratul 
Mahdi Vol 3 p241) It should 
be explained here that word 
"novel" refers to books of 
cheap romantic stories and it 
does not mean works of fic
tion in present day context. 

Thinking about the pre
cious treasures hidden in 
books of The Promised Mes
siah35 and their importance. I 
like what Francis Bacon, the 
English Philosopher said: 

"Some books are to be 
tasted, others to be swal
lowed, and some few to be 
chewed and digested: that is, 
some books are to be read 
only in parts: others to be 
read, but not curiously: and 
some few to be read wholly, 
and with diligence and atten
tion." 

Many of the most elo
quent speakers owe their suc
cess to this single most im
portant habit. For example, 
Henry Clay who ranked with 
them said: 

"I owe my success in 
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life to one single fact, 
namely, that at an early age 
I commenced and continued 
for some years the practice 
of daily reading .... It is to 
this that I am indebted for 
impulses that have shaped 
and molded my entire des
tiny." 

Winston Churchill wrote 
in his autobiography that 
when he was 22 years old 
he felt himself 'wanting in 
even the vaguest knowledge 
about many large spheres of 
thought. . . so I resolved to 
read history, philosophy, 
economics, and things like 
that." Winston Churchill 
was an eloquent orator. 
How did he achieve mas
tery in this field? He an
swered it best himself: 

"A good knowledge of 
facts would arm me with a 
sharp sword," a sword that 
he used so effectively to 
sharpen his speeches for the 
appropriate occasions. Aga
in, Churchill said, '1 hope 
by preserving continuance 
of this practice ( of reading) 
to build up a scaffolding of 
logical and consistent views 
which will perhaps tend to 
the creation of a logical and 
consistent mind." 

What takes a lifetime 
of study and research for 
the author is available, to 
the reader, in a fraction of 
that time. An English writer 
Thomas Carlyle said: 
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"All that mankind has 
done. thought. gained, or 
been is lying as in magic 
preservation in the pages of 
books." 

Reading feeds your 
mind as it nourishes your 
future thoughts. This was 
best described by Charles 
Lamb when he said he felt 
like saying grace as much 
before reading as before 
eating. 

Reading books m
creases your knowledge, 
makes you think, and in
spires you to achieve more 
in life. 

Now that I know what 
the smart people had said 
about the habit of reading, 
the next step for me was to 
see this useful habit of read
ing as practiced by accom
plished people. 

Even though he was 
the recipient of divine 
knowledge The Promised 
Messiah- was a devoted 
reader. He read books on 
various topics and different 
religions. He read and pon
dered the meaning of verses 
of The Holy Qur'an for 
long hours of days and 
nights. In his book Ahmad 
the Guided One the author 
lain Adamson has quoted 
The Promised Messiah35 on 
page 29, "By that time 
(early days of his life) I had 
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become very fond of read
ing books, so much so that I 
paid little attention to any
thing else." And in the 
same book on page 32 the 
author writes: "The princi
pal books he studies at this 
period of life - from 13 to 
20- were the Qur'an, then 
the Bukhari which he read 
constantly. . . By the time 
he was 16 he had also stud
ies intently both the Bible 
and the Vedas of the Hin
dus and the commentaries 
of Christian writers." The 
Promised Messiah35 told a 
friend: "In my room I have 
collected the objections 
raised against Muhanm
adsaw. They number nearly 
3000." And on page 34 of 
the same book: 

"His study of the 
Qur' an was so intense that 
the driver of the bullock 
cart recounted that once he 
took Ahmad from Qadian 
to Batala, some 11 miles 
away. The journey took five 
hours and throughout that 
time Ahmad read and re
read only one page. that of 
the Surah Fatihah the open
ing chapter of the Holy 
Qur'an.' 

Hakeem Nooruddinra 
the first Khalifa of Ahmadi
yyat was a habitual reader 
and valued rare books. He 
traveled extensively for the 
sake of his education. Being 
reputable both as a religious 
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scholar and as an Hak
eem-knowledgeable in art 
of eastern art of healing
he was appointed to court 
of the ruler (Raja) of Kash
mir. He was recognized as a 
highly esteemed scholar in 
all of India. Many of non
Ahmadi Muslim scholars of 
that time, even though im
pressed by the eloquence 
and richness of the writings 
of the Promised Messiah0

s 

believed them to be written 
by Hadhrat Nooruddinra. 
Hakeem Nooruddint- wrote 
in Mirqatulyaqeen fl hiyate 
Nooruddin, his autobiogra
phy: I read Bible dasateer, 
Veda and books on all other 
religions ... " (p 209) and: "I 
spent a lot of money, time, 
and worked very hard to 
read and re-read so much 
that it will surprise you to 
listen to details ... " (p 211) 

Hadhrat Khalifatul Ma
sih the 2ndra was well 
versed both in worldly and 
religious knowledge. Those 
fortunate ones who listened 
to his speeches during Jalsa 
will vouch for that. while 
others can taste it from 
reading his numerous 
books. He was the Musleh 
Mau' ood and as such re
cipient of divine help. In his 
huge library were books on 
all topics, a library that was 
to be used by his sons: two 
of them to become the 
Khalifa later on. 

The great scholar and 
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author of Seerat Khai
'inumabeen and Our God 
Hadhrat Mirza Bashir 
Ahmadra was a son of The 
Promised Messiah0

s. He did 
his Masters in Arabic in 
1916. Before that, in 1912, 
while he was a student at 
The Government College 
Lahore he suddenly inter
rupted his education which 
surprised the Principal 
(Dean) of the college and 
he wrote: "An excellent stu
dent. His leaving is a loss to 
the College." Mir Mah
mood Ahmed Nasir de
scribed the cause of his sud
den departure. Someone 
asked him a question about 
Islam or Ahmadiyyat and 
he could not answer it. This 
disturbed him so much that 
he decided to go back to his 
education of The Holy 
Qur' an and religion and de
layed his worldly education 
for later. He was always 
fond of reading. When in 
1916. Mufti Mohammad 
Sadiq- donated 5000 books 
library to Anjuman Ahmadi
yya and Hadhrat Mirza 
Bashir Ahmadra was made 
incharge of it, he must have 
cherished it. 

Hadhrat Mirza Nasir 
Ahmadrh the third Khalifa, 
did his M.A from Oxford 
University. Once remem
bering his student days he 
advised the Ahmadi stu
dents: At Oxford you were 
considered a good student if 
you spent 12 hours in stud-
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ies after your regular 
classes, and mediocre if you 
studied for 8 hours only, 
and if you studied for less 
than that, they wondered 
what were you doing 
there?" (Hiyate Nasir page 
101) 

Discussing the reading 
habits of Hadhrat Khalifatul 
Masih 4thrh Iain Adamson 
in his book Man of God 
wrote: "He had also discov
ered his father's library. In 
it were books discussing 
Darwin's Theory of Evolu
tion, various textbooks of 
biology and works of 
Freud. . . He fell asleep on 
many nights with a book in 
his hand." And on page 28 
of the same book: "Tahir 
had become an omnivorous 
reader. He read not only 
classical Urdu writers but 
translation in Urdu of 
Shakespeare, Charles Dick
ens, Conan Doyle. and 
other English writers. He 
found Jerome K. Jerome's 
Three men in a boat up
roariously funny." 

Dr. Abdus Salam was 
the first Muslim scientist 
ever to win a Nobel Prize in 
Physics. Abdul Hameed, his 
brother, has written a biog
raphy in Urdu entitled Ab
dus Salam, he wrote on 
page 40 which is translated 
here: 

"He lived in New 
Hostel. 40 to 50 days before 
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his exams he had his room 
locked from outside. This 
was done by his servant 
Syeda and he did it very se
cretly. After locking Syeda 
would slide the key under 
the door, and all visitors 
thought Dr. Abdus Salam 
was not in the room and 
thus he could read uninter
rupted." 

And on page 52 of the 
same book it is stated: 

"He reached Cambridge 
University in 1946. . . in 
spite of his in-depth under
standing and knowledge in 
his own field, he soon real
ized how limited he was in 
general knowledge. In his 
opinion the faulty education 
system of his home country 
was to be blamed for the 
lack of his general knowl
edge. . . he made best use 
of the grand library of the 
University (Cambridge) and 
read several books on his
tory of Islam. Islamic cul
ture, history of great nations 
of the world, and the earlier 
scientists and scholars of 
the Islamic world. He even 
read the 18 shasters of Hin
duism as translated by Max 
Muller. This is abundantly 
evident from the quotations 
he used freely in his writ
ings and speeches." 

To gain more knowl
edge is a duty for all Mus
lims from the cradle to the 
grave. To establish a regu-
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lar habit of reading books is 
the way to gain knowledge. 
We must fulfill this duty 
and here is my plan for any
one to use: 

1. I will set a target of 
reading 10 pages every 
day. The target will be 
increased slowly but 
persistently. 

2. I will set aside a fixed 
time for reading: an 
hour after the Fajr 
prayer and recitation of 
the Holy Qur'an and an 
hour before going to 
bed. 

3. Continuation and perse
verance is the key to 
success. I will not worry 
if I missed a day or two, 
but I will just keep on 
going. I know the habit 
will develop in about 6 
weeks. 

We must first develop 
a habit of reading ourselves 
and then pray our children 
follow in our footsteps. Our 
children are our asset and 
torch-bearers of our value 
system for the future. 
Books have great influences 
on culture of a nation. We 
should value dearly what 
Ray Bradley said: 

"You don't have to 
bum books to destroy a cul
ture. Just get people to stop 
reading them." 
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HADITH 
Hadhrat Abu Hurairahra 

relates that the Holy Pro
phetsaw said: "Each night, 
Our Lord descends to the 
lower level of the sky. 
When one third of the night 
is left, God Almighty ann
ounces: 'Who will call Me 
so I can respond to him? 
Who will beg from Me so I 
can give him? Who will ask 
Me for forgiveness so I can 
forgive him?' " 

(Tirmadhi kitabudda 'wat) 

Hadhrat Abu Musara 
relates that he and some 
others were accompanying 
the Holy Prophetsaw on a 
journey when people started 
saying the slogan 'allahu 
akbar' very loudly. Notic
ing this, the Holy Prophet83 

said: "O People! Be mod
erate. You are neither call
ing someone Who is hard of 
hearing nor someone Who 
does not exist. You are 
extolling the greatness of a 
Being who is Sarni (All
Hearing). He is close to 
you and with you." 

(Muslim kitabudhdhikr 
istihba-b khafadassaut 

bidhdhikr) 

******* 
PAYZAKAT 

******* 
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JOURNEY TO THE JOURNEY OF SALAT 

When we reflect on 
the greatness of past saints 
and the unimaginable spiri
tual heights they reached, we 
are overwhelmed with a feel
ing of grief at the inadequacy 
of our own condition, and a 
sense of urgency to improve 
our own state. However, 
when we venture to improve 
our spiritual condition, we 
quickly find ourselves in a 
world foreign to us, groping 
in apparent darkness. We 
find the spiritual sphere an 
unfamiliar realm, and im
proving our spirituality 
proves to be a confusing and 
frustrating task. 

Fortunately, Allah has 
not abandoned us. He has 
given us the most fundamen
tal spiritual exercise, which is 
Salat, but this is also the first 
place we encounter diffi
culty. We observe Salat re
peatedly every day, and 
though we know the words 
and their translation, the 
deeper meanings seem to al
lude us. It seems that there is 
a formula to offering prayer 
properly that eludes us, as if 
we have failed to understand 
its profound depths and to 
make a direct connection be
tween it and our practical 
lives. We feel a desperate 
need to have someone hold 
our hand and guide us step 
by step on how to observe 

Rizwan Khan 

Salat and how to improve 
our relationship with Allah. 

Fortunately, Allah 
has not abandoned us; by 
reflecting on the words of 
Salat in light of the guid
ance He has given us, new 
meanings open up to us that 
revolutionize the way in 
which we observe it. Con
sider the opening words of 
Salat, 'I have turned my 
face toward Him Who cre
ated the heavens and the 
earth, being ever inclined to 
God, and I am not of those 
who associate gods with 
God.'; on this verse of the 
Holy Qur'an, the Promised 
Messiahas has said, "Until 
man does not fully incline 
towards Allah and seek 
from and ask of Him, know 
that he is not truly worthy 
of being called a true Mus
lim and a true believer. The 
very reality of Islam is this, 
that all of man's powers, 
whether they be internal or 
external, all should be pros
trate at the threshold of Al
lah. As a large engine runs 
many parts, in the same 
way, until man does not 
make every act and move
ment, and even his rest, un
der the superior power of 
that engine, how can he be 
one who accepts the divin
ity of Allah? And how can 
he truly call himself ever 

inclined when he says 'I have 
turned my face toward Him 
Who created the heavens and 
the earth, being ever inclined 
to God." If even one part of 
an engine stops working, the 
entire engine malfunctions; 
similarly, if even a part of us 
is not in submission to Allah, 
our Islam, submission, is in
complete. Now, after under
standing the true import of 
this verse and at what stan
dard we are to be, we en
counter another difficulty; 
the attainment of the condi
tion that the Promised Messi
ahas has described here seems 
to be a near impossibility. 
The words that start our spiri
tual journey of Salat seem to 
be the end of an even greater 
spiritual journey in and of 
themselves. Again, we are 
thrown into a world of appar
ent darkness and confusion 
as to how we are to attain 
even the initial condition re
quired to begin Salat. 

Fortunately, Allah has 
not abandoned us, for this 
verse is not simply an inde
pendent verse, but just as it is 
the end of a spiritual journey, 
it is also the end of a story of 
the Holy Qur'an which ex
plains the process of reaching 
this condition. Once, Hadhrat 
Ibrahimas had a debate with 
his people which extended 
over a period of 3 days. His 
people were worshipers of 
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heavenly bodies who were 
given to astrology. He hypo
thetically adopted their be
liefs, as a form of argumenta
tion, and made their fallacies 
apparent from within, one by 
one. 

"And when the night 
darkened upon him, he saw a 
star. He said: 'This is my 
Lord!' But when it set, he 
said: 'I like not those that 
set. ' And when he saw the 
moon rise with spreading 
light, he said: 'This is my 
Lord.' But when it set, he 
said, 'If my Lord guide me 
not, I shall surely be of the 
people who go astray. ' And 
when he saw the sun rise 
with spreading light, he said: 
'This is my Lord, this is the 
greatest. ' But when it set, he 
said, 'O my people, surely I 
am clear of that which you 
associate with God. 'I have 
turned my face toward Him 
Who created the heavens and 
the earth, being ever inclined 
to God, and I am not of those 
who associate gods with 
God.'" 6:77-80 

Now apparently, this 
narration has nothing to do 
with us, however the stories 
of the Holy Qur' an are not 
mere stories of the ancients, 
historical notes for our infor
mation and entertainment, 
rather, they carry deep teach
ings that provide wisdom for 
various aspects of our lives. 
This verse seems to speak of 
a form of idolatry that has lit
tle to do with our present age, 
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but the Promised Messiah38 

has spoken of different 
forms of idolatry that exist. 
He said, "Remember, there 
are many types of idolatry, 
of which one is called Shirk 
Jali (apparent idolatry) and 
another Shirk Kha.ft (hidden 
idolatry). The general ex
ample of apparent idolatry 
is how idolatrous people 
consider idols, trees or 
other things as objects of 
worship, and hidden idola
try is that a man glorify a 
thing just as he does or 
should do to Allah or that 
he love a thing as Allah 
should be loved or that he 
fear it or place his trust in 
it". Now, when we apply 
this interpretation of idola
try to these verses, a com
pletely new interpretation 
appears which has precisely 
to do with us. 

In life, we tend to 
excessively love the things 
of this world, which is the 
idolatry of this age. It may 
be asked, what is wrong 
with the love of material 
pursuits, after all, they do 
bring pleasure. If we have
n't noticed already, we will 
realize soon that they will 
invariably and inevitably 
disappoint us. Material pur
suits are a pleasure we 
share with animals as well, 
whether it is the pursuit of 
love or the accumulation of 
wealth. Even in animals, 
the love mothers have for 
their children or spouses 
have for one another is as-
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tonishing, and their examples 
of loyalty even put some hu
mans to shame. The accu
mulation of wealth is not a 
concept foreign to animals 
either; even squirrels gather 
acorns which they are proba
bly quite proud of. For us to 
devote our lives to worldly 
pursuits is like an adult de
voting all of his time to 
childish diversions. A child 
can be appeased with a paci
fier and amused by dangling 
keys in front of its face, but 
an adult must have refined 
food to be pacified and a new 
car with those keys. That is 
why Allah has referred to this 
world as a pastime and sport, 
for to be wholly occupied in 
it is as absurd as an adult be
ing wholly engulfed in play
ing children's games. That 
adult will soon become hope
lessly bored with such 
amusements; similarly, those 
humans who devote them
selves entirely to this world, 
which we share with animals, 
inevitably find themselves 
thoroughly disappointed and 
empty. Thus, when we find 
that all our efforts to find 
happiness and peace in this 
hidden idolatry have come to 
naught, our hearts are filled 
with repulsion towards these 
objects of our love which 
have so thoroughly frustrated 
us, and a voice calls from 
within, 'I like not those that 
set.' (6:77). This is the first 
stage, when we become 
aware of the emptiness of 
worldly pursuits despite their 
apparent grandeur, and when 
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we see the star of our hopes 
fall, our nature turns away 
from it and, in aversion to 
such false love, repeatedly 
gives expression, 'I like not 
those that set.' 

Hadhrat Abdul Qadir 
Jilan{h wrote about man, "So 
long as he finds resources in 
his own self, he does not tum 
towards the people, and so 
long as he finds resources in 
the people, he does not tum 
towards the Creator." Thus, 
when man is disappointed by 
the love of one worldly pur
suit, he tries desperately to 
fill the void with a greater 
one. When the star of his de
sires sets, he turns his atten
tion to the moon, oblivious to 
the obvious fact that it too 
will set. For instance, we 
make finding love the noble 
purpose of our life, not 
knowing that when the in
fatuation wears off, all of our 
na'ive expectations will fall 
from the sky. Any one who 
has seen the sequel to a love 
story knows the difficulty 
writers face in picking up af
ter 'happily ever after'. Take 
Shirk for example, the first 
movie is filled with love and 
happiness, but the sequel is 
little more than one domestic 
problem after the other. 
When reality hits, the impact 
is never pleasant. Or, we 
make our ambitions for 
wealth and power the higher 
purpose of our lives, but 
when we have attained our 
object, we find that void still 
there, only greater than be-
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fore. 

The Holy Prophet'aw 
said, 'If Adam's son had a 
valley full of gold, he 
would like to have two val
leys, for nothing fills his 
mouth except dust." In 
every level of society, dis
satisfaction is the undercur
rent which finds its extreme 
expression in suicide. If we 
would only reflect, we 
would realize that our lives 
have been little more than a 
succession of disappoint
ments. When we were chil
dren, our ambitions were 
limitless, and we wanted to 
be world leaders and astro
nauts and so on. Then, with 
each impact of reality, our 
hopes fell. We hoped to 
find the perfect lover, live 
in the perfect home, and 
have the perfect job. One 
by one, each disappoint
ment forces us towards con
formity with our reality and 
circumstances. Again, our 
hearts are broken by the 
loss of what we falsely 
thought belonged to us, for 
what possession 1s that 
which can be taken away at 
any time by people or by 
circumstances; it never be
longed to us m the first 
place. The object of a Mus
lim's desires exists outside 
of this world, in his Lord; 
nothing in this world can 
harm him. A Muslim has a 
characteristic of invulner
ability to him, for he only 
exists in this world, he does 
not actually live here. 
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Thus, from these disappoint
ments, we finally come to the 
realization that the pursuits 
of this world bring nothing 
but discontentment and frus
tration, and our hearts at last 
cry forth, 

'If my Lord guide me not, I 
shall surely be of the people 
who go astray.' (6:78). 

When we at last come 
to this realization, we think 
our objective is attained, that 
this epiphany was the pur
pose of our journey all along, 
however, we have only seen 
the light at a distance, we 
must now go towards it. We 
have come to know that it is 
only Allah who can guide us 
but we have not yet under
stood it, and there is a dis
tinct difference between the 
two. Often, someone will be 
smoking in front of us, and at 
the same time he will be tell
ing us what a terrible habit it 
is and how we should never 
do it, and he will continue 
smoking. He knows that 
smoking is harmful and that 
it should not be done, but he 
has yet to understand it, for if 
he understood it he would 
have acted on it. Similarly, 
though we have realized that 
it is only Allah who can 
guide us and we know that 
we must tum fully to and in
cline towards Him, we have 
yet to understand it; we have 
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yet to prove the conviction of 
our belief by acting on it. 

Hadhrat Abdul Qadir 
J.l ·rb 

1 am wrote about man in 
this condition, "Allah the 
Great and Mighty, however, 
tires him out in his prayer 
and does not accept it until 
he is completely disappointed 
in all the means of the 
world." When we realize 
that only Allah can save us 
from the destructive cycle of 
worldly pursuits, we seek his 
help, but we still continue to 
hold out hope and love in our 
hearts for our worldly means 
and objects. This is the 
greatest trial of all, for just as 
Hadhrat lbrahim88 hypotheti
cally turned to the sun, saying 
that it was the greatest, simi
larly, we hold on to our clos
est desires to the bitter end 
and part with them only with 
great difficulty. 

We should all try this 
spiritual exercise the next 
time we are in Sajda, we 
should reflect on the fact that 
this position is symbolic of 
our complete submission to 
Allah, and that we must thus 
also bring our mind and all of 
its desires into submission to 
Allah. Then, we should 
search for the greatest desires 
within us and submit them to 
Allah. These desires will not 
be difficult to find, and a 
process to finding them is as 
follows. We are all particu
larly fond of certain vain de
sires and are most averse to 
abandoning them in prefer-
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ence to submission to Al
lah, so we try to deny their 
very existence to protect 
them and we thus stunt our 
ability to spiritually pro
gress. For instance, the first 
step to overcoming a drug 
addiction is admitting that 
one has a problem. For a 
drug addict, admitting that 
he suffers from denial is the 
most difficult step, for he 
knows that if he admits that 
he has a problem he will 
have to address it. As a re
sult, when one tries to tell a 
drug addict that he has a 
problem, he spontaneously 
becomes defensive and re
acts to even the implication 
that he has a problem. In 
the same way, we know our 
greatest sins and become 
extremely defensive at even 
the thought of those short
comings. So, if we want to 
know precisely that which 
we must let go of to achieve 
the level of submission of 
which the Promised Messi
ahas spoke, we need only 
think of that which we love 
most. Then, our lower self 
will suddenly become ex
tremely defensive and send 
a wave of agitation across 
our minds to warn us not to 
even think of those useless 
desires, for to reflect on 
them is to realize their use
lessness and to ultimately 
abandon them. This reac
tion leads us directly to 
those desires which we 
must rid ourselves of, those 
suns which we must cause 
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to set before we can reach the 
final stage of turning away 
from all else and towards Al
lah. Whether that desire is 
for self glorification, sympa
thy, love and physical pleas
ure, wealth and affluence, 
etc., the thought of bringing 
that desire in submission to 
Allah and in line with His 
will triggers our lower self to 
react with aversion, that reac
tion leads us precisely to 
what we must tum our atten
tion away from in order to 
tum our attention towards 
Allah. 

Then, when we have 
finally understood that all 
worldly desires ultimately 
lead to disappointment, and 
have despaired, in effect, of 
all of our means and hope in 
this world, then our heart at 
last helplessly cries out, 'O 
my people, surely I am clear 
of that which you associate 
with God.' (6:79). At this 
point, we are completely dis
illusioned and embittered 
with this world and we fi
nally attain understanding 
and reach the condition nec
essary to begin Salat, and our 
heart gives expression to the 
words, 'I have turned my 
face toward Him Who cre
ated the heavens and the 
earth, being ever inclined to 
God, and I am not of those 
who associate gods with 
God.' (6:80). 

Just as the words of 
turning towards something 
necessarily mean that we are 
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turning away from something 
else, when we say the words 
wajjahtu wajhiya, we declare 
that we have now turned 
away from every idol in our 
hearts. After this, Allah 
guides us to that which we 
are turning our attention to
wards with the words, allazi 
fataras-samawati wal-arza. 
Fatara means to create, par
ticularly to create from noth
mg. In the words as
samawati walarza, Allah re
fers to all which we wrong
fully worship and love in the 
heavens and the earth, all the 
means to and objects of our 
desires. Thus, in the words 
'Him Who created the heav
ens and the earth, ' Allah re
minds us that all the false ob
jects of our worship are in 
fact created by Him, and He 
not only created those things 
but He is the cause of all 
causes. Hadhrat Abdul Qadir 
Jilanirh wrote, "The allotter is 
Allah and the executor is Al
lah and the creator is Allah, 
so He is more deserving of 
thanks than others. For ex
ample, one does not look to
wards the slave who carries a 
present but towards the mas
ter, the sender of the gift." 
Allah calls our attention to 
the fallacy of looking to this 
world as the object of our 
love, to not only look to the 
hand that feeds us but to the 
person behind it. Here, Allah 
appeals to our intellect, for, 
"whoever looks to the out
side and the cause, and his 
knowledge does not go be-
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yond these, is ignorant and 
defective in his intelligence. 

The term 'intelligent' 
applies to a person on ac
count of his insight into the 
ultimate end of things."8 In 
these words, Allah gives us 
the antidote to all forms of 
shirk when we encounter 
them, which is the use of 
our intellect, that whenever 
we find ourselves submit
ting to a desire, we simply 
remind ourselves that by 
itself that object of our love 
is empty and nothing, it is 
in fact Allah's power that is 
behind it, it is His beauty 
that makes it attractive. 

After this, we end 
with the words, wa ma ana 
minal mushriqeen. Earlier, 
we had absolved ourselves 
from the action of idolatry 
with the words, 'O my peo
ple, surely I am clear of 
that which you associate 
with God' (6:79). Now, 
with the words '/ am not of 
those who associate gods 
with God.' (6:80), we ab
solve ourselves of those 
who commit idolatry; this 
difference represents the 
progress in spiritual condi
tion from the previous verse 
to the present. When we try 
to leave a habit, we rid our
selves more easily of the 
harmful action than the 
harmful company that we 
keep. This is because when 
we leave a bad habit, we 
simply leave a specific ac
tion that we are accustomed 
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to, but when we leave bad 
company, we don't simply 
abandon that shared activity 
but we also sever our senti
mental attachment to that 
friendship. Nevertheless, it 
must be remembered that 
friendships are based on cir
cumstances, and when those 
circumstances are removed, 
friendships tend to fade away 
on their own. An alcoholic 
who gives up drinking will 
suddenly find himself with 
little left in common with his 
current friends. Similarly, 
when we leave idolatry be
hind, we naturally find our
selves moving away from 
those given to that habit. 
Thus, when we say these 
words, we give expression to 
the final stage of absolving 
ourselves of idolatry, for 
when we abandoned the 
harmful action, we purified 
our internal condition, but 
when we abandon the harm
ful company, we purify our 
external condition as well. 
When we say '/ am not of 
those who associate gods 
with God. ', we say that we 
are ready to abandon every 
love for the love of Allah, we 
say that our love for Allah is 
so great that we only love 
those who love Allah. Thus, 
with words befitting the end 
of this spiritual journey away 
from shirk, we say, 

wa ma ana minal mushriqin. 

Allahu-Akbar. 

******* 
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ISHMAEL AND NOT ISAAC 

Zia ff Shah MD 

When the boy (Ishmael) 
began to run about with him, 
Abraham said to him: Son, I 
have seen in my dream that I 
am slaughtering you. So con
sider what you think of it. 
The boy replied: Father, do 
what you are commanded; 
you wilt find me, if Allah 
please, steadfast. When both 
were ready to submit to Al
lah's will, and he had thrown 
him down on his forehead, 
We called to him: Abraham, 
you have indeed fulfilled the 
dream. Thus do We reward 
those who do their duty to the 
utmost. That was surely a 
manifest trial. We ransomed 
the boy with a great sacri
fice, and We preserved for 
Abraham a good name in 
succeeding generations. 
Peace be upon Abraham. 
Thus do We reward those 
who do their duty to the ut
most. Surely, he was of Our 
believing servants. We gave 
him the glad tidings of Isaac, 
a Prophet, and one of the 
righteous. (37:103-113) 

The Holy Qur'an says 
that it was to Ishmael as that 
Abraham as said, "Son, I have 
seen in my dream that I am 
slaughtering you. So consider 
what you think of it." 1 The 
Holy Bible on the other hand 
wants to reserve this honor 
for Isaac as. Which account 
is true, on this issue, is the 

subject of this article. 
There are no archeological 
findings to make either 
case. Additional evidence 
may be there in Dead Sea 
Scrolls or other books of 
the Bible that are being dis
covered now but for now 
we have the account of the 
Qur'an and the Bible only 
to pursue this question. In
terestingly, the contradic
tions in the Bible give an 
easy victory to the Holy 
Qur'an. Incidentally, this 
also helps the broader case 
that the Holy Qur'an is not 
borrowed from the Bible, 
but is correction of the limi
tations of the Bible and 
much more. 

All the quotes from 
the Bible are from the New 
King James Version that is 
available online. 2 The ac
centuations in the text have 
been added by the author of 
this article. Note that in 
this translation Abraham is 
called Abram and Sarah as 
the first wife of Abraham is 
also called Sarai. To con
trast the claims of the Holy 
Qur' an and the Bible some 
basic information is neces
sary to grasp the discussion. 
The Holy Qur'an gives a 
wholly positive and uplift
ing account of Isaac and his 
immediate progeny but the 
same cannot be said for Bi-

ble when it comes to Ishmael 
and his immediate descen
dents. A chapter of the Holy 
Qur' an is named after the 
grandson of Isaac, namely 
Joseph the Arabic being Yu
suf. The Bible gives away its 
prejudice in the contradic
tions that are seen in its ac
count. 

Abraham lived in the 
holy land about 2000 years 
before Jesus Christas. Sarah 
and Hagar were Abraham's 
wives. Sarah is mother of 
Isaac and Hagar is mother of 
Ishmael. Ishmael was 13 or 
14 years older than Isaac. 
Isaac is forefather of many 
prophets including Moses, 
David, Solomon and Jesus 
Christ and represents Juda
ism and Christianity. Ish
mael is the forefather of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad saw 
and represents Islam. So, 
who had the honor of being 
the sacrifice, whether it was 
Ishmael or Isaac is of more 
than symbolic importance. 

We will examine the 
evidence in favor of Ishmael 
under a few headings. 

THE ONLY SON WAS 
TOBE 

SACRIFICED 

The Bible on more than 
one occasion highlights that 
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it was the 'only son,' the 
one that Abraham deeply 
loved that was to be offered 
in sacrifice. 

Abraham was sev
enty-five years old when 
God commanded him for 
migration. He journeyed 
from Ur (Mesopotamia) to 
Harran and from there to 
Canaan, which God de
creed to give to his poster
ity. Abraham migrated 
from Ur with a few se
lected members including 
his nephew Lot. They 
passed through Egypt. The 
king was impressed by 
Abraham and offered some 
presents and a royal lady 
by the name of Hagar to 
him. Abraham and Sarah 
did not have any child, so 
when Hagar was presented 
to Abraham by the king of 
Egypt, Sarah married her to 
Abraham so that they can 
have a child. Abraham was 
eighty-five when he mar
ried Hagar. All of them 
were earnestly supplicating 
God for righteous progeny. 
The Bible mentions the 
childless state of Abraham 
as follows: 

"But Abram said, 'O 
Sovereign Lord, what can 
you give me since I remain 
childless and the one who 
will inherit my estate is 
Eliezer of Damascus?' And 
Abram said, 'You have 
given me no children; so a 
servant in my household 
will be my heir.' Then the 
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word of the Lord came to 
him: 'This man will not be 
your heir, but a son coming 
from your own body will be 
your heir.' He took him 
outside and said, 'Look up 
at the heavens and count the 
stars-if indeed you can 
count them.' Then he said 
to him, 'So shall your off
spring be. "'3 

And: 

"Then the Angel of 
the Lord said to her 
(Hagar), 'I will multiply 
your descendants exceed
ingly, so that they shall not 
be counted for multitude.' 
And the Angel of the Lord 
said to her, 'Behold, you 
are with child, And you 
shall bear a son. You shall 
call his name Ishmael, be
cause the Lord has heard 
your affliction.' "4 

The first child was 
born to Abraham from Ha
gar. The Bible says, "So 
Hagar bore Abram a son· 
and Abram named his son' 
whom Hagar bore, Ishmael'. 
Abram was eighty-six years 
old when Hagar bore Ish
mael to Abram. "5 After the 
birth of Ishmael, Sarah the 
elder wife of Abraham was 
also promised by God of a 
child, in words that con
firmed sonship of Ishmael 
at the same time. In fact 
multiple promises were 
given to both Sarah and Ha
gar and their progeny: 

"Then God said to 
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Abram, 'As for Sarai your 
wife, you shall not call her 
name Sarai, but Sarah shall 
be her name. And I will 
bless her and also give you a 
son by her; then I will bless 
her, and she shall be a mother 
of nations; kings of peoples 
shall be from her.' Then 
Abram fell on his face and 
laughed, and said in his heart 
'Shall a child be born to ~ 
man who is one hundred 
years old? And shall Sarah , 
who is ninety years old, bear 
a child?' And Abram said to 
God, 'Oh, that Ishmael might 
live before You!' Then God 
said, 'No, Sarah your wife 
shall bear you a son, and you 
shall call his name Isaac; I 
will establish My covenant 
with him for an everlasting 
covenant, and with his de
scendants after him. And as 
for Ishmael, I have heard 
you. Behold, I have blessed 
him, and will make him fruit
ful, and will multiply him ex
ceedingly. He shall beget 
twelve princes, and I will 
make him a great nation.' "6 

Ishmael was yet a child 
when in obedience to divine 
command and in fulfillment 
of divine plan, Abraham 
brought him and his mother 
Hagar to the bleak and barren 
tract where Mecca now 
stands. At that time there was 
no sign of life and no means 
of sustenance at the place 
(Bukhari). But God had so 
designed that the place 
should become the scene of 
the activities of God's last 
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message for mankind. Ish
mael was chosen as the vehi
cle for the implementation of 
this divine plan. The proph
ecy in response to a prayer of 
Abraham was made at a time 
when not a blade of grass 
was to be seen for many 
miles around Mecca. 

It is recorded in the his
tory that when Abraham left 
his child and his wife in that 
barren land, Hagar ran after 
him and asked Abraham, 
'Are you leaving us here?' 
He did not answer. Then she 
asked him again saying, 'Are 
you leaving us here by the 
command of God?' Abraham 
just pointed towards the sky. 
She understood this and said, 
'Then God will not waste 
us,' and returned to her son. 
What a faithful lady she was! 
She trusted in God and He 
provided her with all the nec
essary things and protected 
them. The child grew in that 
atmosphere, under those cir
cumstances and in due course 
this place became a town. 

Abraham had seen a 
dream that he was slaughter
ing his only son. When Ish
mael was twelve, Abraham 
came to visit them and men
tioned the dream to him. The 
Holy Qur' an mentions the 
whole episode in Surah As
Saffat that has been quoted in 
the beginning of this article. 
By reading all the quoted 
verses it is clear that the 
honor of this sacrifice be
longed to Ishmael. On the 
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contrary, the Bible says, 
"Then God said, 'Take your 
son, your only son, Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to 
the region of Moriah. Sacri
fice him there as a burnt of
fering on one of the moun
tains I will tell you about. 
(Genesis 22:2). 7 

In this self-contradicting 
statement in Bible, Isaac 
has been mentioned as the 
'only son,' while the reality 
is that Isaac was at no time 
of his life Abraham's 'only 
son.' The 'only son' was 
Ishmael who was, as men
tioned before, thirteen or 
fourteen years older than 
Isaac. It is clear from the 
Bible and the Holy Qur'an 
that the incident took place 
when the son was able to do 
some work along with the 
father. It sets the age of the 
child at the time of the inci
dent at about twelve years. 
And it was Ishmael who 
was the 'only son' of Abra
ham up to the age of twelve 
as Isaac was not yet born. 
However, after this incident 
God gave glad tidings about 
the birth of Isaac. The Holy 
Qur' an soon after describ
ing the incident of the sacri
fice says, "And we gave 
him the glad tidings of 
Isaac, a prophet, and one of 
the righteous."8 Not only 
Genesis 22:2, but Genesis 
22: 12, as well as Genesis 
22: 16 mention that this 
honor belonged to the 'only 
son.' 
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A year after this sacri
fice, when Abraham was a 
hundred years old, Isaac was 
born. The Holy Qur'an 
quotes Sarah about her and 
Abraham's age when she 
heard of the prophecy about 
birth of Isaac, "She said, 'Oh, 
woe is me! Shall I bear a 
child when I am an old 
woman, and this my husband 
is an old man? This is indeed 
a strange thing!' " 9 

The Genesis also tells 
us that the son offered as sac
rifice was not a baby. 10 He in 
fact carried the wood of the 
burnt offering on his head. 
At the time of sacrifice Abra
ham was ninety-nine years 
old and the only son he had 
at that time was Ishmael. 

Christian apologists al
lege that Hagar was not a 
lawful wife of Abraham, so 
somehow Ishmael was not 
the lawful son of Abraham. 
But the fact of the matter is 
that she belonged to the 
Egyptian royal family and 
the Bible itself laughs in their 
face when Ishmael has re
peatedly been mentioned in 
the Bible as Abraham's son, 
exactly as Isaac has been 
mentioned as his son (Gen. 
16:16; 17:23,25). Addition
ally, the Bible calls Hagar a 
lawful wife of Abraham, 
"Then Sarai, Abraham's 
wife, took Hagar her maid, 
the Egyptian, and gave her to 
her husband Abraham to be 
his wife." 11 
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Moreover, analogous pro
mises were made to Abraham 
in regard to the future great
ness of Ishmael as were made 
to him about Isaac. The Bible 
says, "And as for Ishmael, I 
have heard you. Behold, I 
have blessed him, and will 
make him fruitful, and will 
multiply him exceedingly. 
He shall beget twelve 
princes, and I will make him 
a great nation." (Gen. 17:20). 
And about Hagar we read, 
"Then the Angel of the Lord 
said to her, 'I will multiply 
your descendants exceed
ingly, so that they shall not 
be counted for multitude.' 
And the Angel of the Lord 
said to her, 'Behold, you are 
with child, And you shall 
bear a son. You shall call 
his name Ishmael, Because 
the Lord has heard your af
fliction.'" (Gen. 16:10-11). 
Once one diffuses the lame 
excuses of the Christian 
apologists that Ishmael was 
not the rightful progeny of 
Abraham it becomes amply 
clear that the son to be sacri
ficed was the 'only son,' Ish
mael. 

It seems that the inter
polators of the Bible have 
substituted two words to steal 
the credit from Ishmael and 
give it to Isaac. Maulana 
Daud A Hanif, Missionary In 
charge for USA writes in his 
article Prophets of God in the 
second volume of Muslim 
Sunrise of 2003, "It seems 
that the writers of the Bible, 
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while claiming credit of 
sacrifice, have deliberately 
changed Isaac with Ish
mael, and Moriah for Mar
wah, a hillock in the vicin
ity of Mecca."12

· 
13 So, apart 

from the substitution in the 
Bible of Isaac for Ishmael 
which seems to be deliber
ate, and of Moriah for Mar
wah, there is nothing in the 
Bible to lend the slightest 
support to the view that 
Abraham offered Isaac for 
sacrifice and not Ishmael. 

GREAT FUTURE 
WAS PROMISED 

FORBOTH 
ISHMAEL AND 

ISAAC 

God made many 
promises to the Patriarch 
Abraham. He was born in 
Ur; from there he migrated 
with his father to Canaan. 
His father stopped on the 
way at Haran and died 
there. On his father's death, 
Abraham was commanded 
by God to leave Haran and 
go to Canaan and had the 
following revelation: 

"I will make you a 
great nation; I will bless 
you; And make your name 
great; And you shall be a 
blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, And I will 
curse him who curses you; 
And in you all the families 
of the earth shall be 
blessed.' " 14 
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And: 

"I will surely bless you, 
and I will surely multiply 
your off spring as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand that is 
on the seashore. And your 
offspring shall possess the 
gate of his enemies, and in 
your off spring shall all the 
nations of the earth be 
blessed, because you have 
obeyed my voice." 15 

And again: 

"And the Lord said to 
Abraham, after Lot had sepa
rated from him, 'Lift your 
eyes now and look from the 
place where you are
northward, southward, east
ward, and westward; for all 
the land which you see I give 
to you and your descendants 
forever. And I will make 
your descendants as the dust 
of the earth; so that if a man 
could number the dust of the 
earth, then your descendants 
also could be numbered. 
Arise, walk in the land thr
ough its length and its width, 
for I give it to you.' " 16 

We find in the Bible 
that circumcision was an ex
ternal mark of the covenant 
with Abraham and Ishmael 
was definitely circumcised. 
To understand this and a lot 
more one should read the 
brief Chapter number 17 of 
Genesis in its entirety; the 
verses 19 and 21 which seem 
to deny the promise to Ish
mael, and as such contradict 
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other portions of the Old Tes
tament, have been taken out 
and their place indicated to 
maintain a clear flow of the 
subject: 

"When Abram was 
ninety-nine years old, the 
Lord appeared to Abram and 
said to him, 'I am Almighty 
God; walk before Me and be 
blameless. And I will make 
My covenant between Me 
and you, and will multiply 
you exceedingly.' Then 
Abram fell on his face, and 
God talked with him, saying: 
'As for Me, behold, My 
covenant is with you, and 
you shall be a father of many 
nations. No longer shall your 
name be called Abram, but 
your name shall be Abraham; 
for I have made you a father 
of many nations. I will make 
you exceedingly fruitful; and 
I will make nations of you, 
and kings shall come from 
you. And I will establish My 
covenant between Me and 
you and your descendants af
ter you in their generations, 
for an everlasting covenant, 
to be God to you and your 
descendants after you. Also I 
give to you and your descen
dants after you the land in 
which you are a stranger, all 
the land of Canaan, as an ev
erlasting possession; and I 
will be their God.' And God 
said to Abraham: 'As for 
you, you shall keep My cove
nant, you and your descen
dants after you throughout 
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their generations. 

This is My covenant 
which you shall keep, be
tween Me and you and your 
descendants after you: 
Every male child among 
you shall be circumcised; 
and you shall be circum
cised in the flesh of your 
foreskins, and it shall be a 
sign of the covenant be
tween Me and you. He who 
is eight days old among you 
shall be circumcised, every 
male child in your genera
tions, he who is born in 
your house or bought with 
money from any foreigner 
who is not your descendant. 
He who is born in your 
house and he who is bought 
with your money must be 
circumcised, and My cove
nant shall be in your flesh 
for an everlasting covenant. 
And the uncircumcised 
male child, who is not cir
cumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin, that person shall 
be cut off from his people; 
he has broken My cove
nant.' Then God said to 
Abraham, 'As for Sarai 
your wife, you shall not call 
her name Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. And I 
will bless her and also give 
you a son by her; then I will 
bless her, and she shall be a 
mother of nations; kings of 
peoples shall be from her.' 
Then Abraham fell on his 
face and laughed, and said 
in his heart, 'Shall a child 
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be born to a man who is 
one hundred years old? 
And shall Sarah, who is 
ninety years old, bear a 
child?' And Abraham said 
to God, 'Oh, that Ishmael 
might live before You!' ... 
And as for Ishmael, I have 
heard you. Behold, I have 
blessed him, and will make 
him fruitful, and will multi
ply him exceedingly. He 
shall beget twelve princes, 
and I will make him a great 
nation. 

. . . Then He finished 
talking with him, and God 
went up from Abraham. 
So Abraham took Ishmael 
his son, all who were born 
in his house and all who 
were bought with his 
money, every male among 
the men of Abraham's 
house, and circumcised the 
flesh of their foreskins that 
very same day, as God had 
said to him. Abraham was 
ninety-nine years old when 
he was circumcised in the 
flesh of his foreskin. And 
Ishmael his son was thir
teen years old when he 
was circumcised in the 
flesh of his fores kin. That 
very same day Abraham 
was circumcised, and his 
son Ishmael; and all the 
men of his house, born in 
the house or bought with 
money from a foreigner, 
were circumcised with 
him."17 

From these quotations 



November 2009 

it is obvious that Abraham 
had two sons, Ishmael and 
Isaac, Ishmael being the 
elder and Isaac the 
younger. God promised 
Abraham that He would 
multiply and bless his prog
eny. The promise applies to 
both Isaac and Ishmael, as 
is evident from the reading 
of chapter 1 7 of Genesis 
above. In the Bible in the 
mention about Ishmael, in 
between negative insinua
tions there is repeated men
tion that he was son of 
Abraham, that his father 
loved him and that God es
pecially favored him as he 
was growing up: 

"The child (Isaac) 
grew and was weaned, and 
on the day Isaac was 
weaned Abraham held a 
great feast. But Sarah saw 
that the son whom Hagar 
the Egyptian had borne to 
Abraham was mocking, 
and she said to Abraham, 
'Get rid of that slave 
woman and her son, for 
that slave woman's son will 
never share in the inheri
tance with my son Isaac.' 
The matter distressed 
Abraham greatly because 
it concerned his son. But 
God said to him, 'Do not 
be so distressed about the 
boy and your maidservant. 
Listen to whatever Sarah 
tells you, . . . I will make 
the son of the maidservant 
into a nation also, because 
he is your offspring.' 
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Early the next morning 
Abraham took some food and 
a skin of water and gave them 
to Hagar. He set them on her 
shoulders and then sent her 
off with the boy. She went on 
her way and wandered in the 
desert of Beersheba. When 
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plied exceedingly. From 
among them arose the Proph
ets, Moses, David, Ezekiel, 
Daniel and Jesus. For two 
thousand years they ruled 
over Canaan. Their hold on it 
was never really abolished, 
though for a short time it be
came weak until the advent 

the water in the skin was of Islam and then the Mus-
gone, she put the boy under lims that is the Ishmaelites 
one of the bushes. Then she had control of the Canaan or 
went off and sat down nearby, the Promised Land until the 
about a bowshot away, for she recent creation of Israel. 
thought, 'I cannot watch the 
boy die.' And as she sat there 
nearby, she began to sob. 
God heard the boy crying, and 
the angel of God called to Ha
gar from heaven and said to 
her, 'What is the matter, Ha
gar? Do not be afraid; God 
has heard the boy crying as he 
lies there. Lift the boy up and 
take him by the hand, for I 
will make him into a great na
tion. Then God opened her 
eyes and she saw a well of 
water. So she went and filled 
the skin with water and gave 
the boy a drink. God was 
with the boy as he grew up. 
He lived in the desert and be
came an archer. While he 
was living in the Desert of 
Paran, his mother got a wife 
for him from Egypt."18 

The land of Canaan was 
given over to the sons of 
Abraham, and the external 
sign of the covenant which 
God made with Abraham was 
circumcision of all males. All 
these promises were fulfilled. 
The progeny of Isaac multi-

THE CHRONOLOGY 
OF EVENTS OF 

ABRAHAM'S LIFE 

And remember when his 
Lord tried Abraham with cer
tain commands which he ful
filled. He said, 'I will make 
thee a Leader of men. ' Abra
ham asked, 'And from among 
my offspring?' He said, 'My 
covenant does not embrace 
the transgressors."' (2:125) 

This verse of the Holy 
Qur'an summarizes in a nut
shell the chronology of the 
salient events of the life of 
Abraham as is explained in 
this section. He was seventy
five years old when God 
commanded him for migra
tion. He journeyed from Ur 
(Mesopotamia) to Harran and 
from there to Canaan. Abra
ham was eighty-five when he 
married Hagar; and he was 
eighty-six years old when 
Hagar bore Ishmael to him. 19 

According to the Holy 
Qur'an Allah tried Abraham 
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with certain commands be
fore giving him the covenant, 
as is said, "And remember 
when his Lord tried Abraham 
with certain commands 
which he fulfilled. He said, 'I 
will make thee a Leader of 
men.' Abraham asked, 'And 
from among my offspring?' 
He said, 'My covenant does 
not embrace the transgres
sors.' "20 This will imply that 
the sacrifice took place be
fore the covenant and before 
the circumcision as described 
in Chapter 17 of Genesis 
quoted above. According to 
Bible Abraham was 99 years 
old at the time of his and Ish
mael's circumcision. Abra
ham was a hundred years old 
when his son Isaac was born 
to him.21 If the time of sacri
fice was before the circumci
sion as the Holy Qur' an 
states then the case is sealed 
in favor of Ishmael. The 
group circumcision 1s de
scribed in the chapter 17 of 
the Bible and it is in Chapter 
18 of Genesis that the prom
ise of Isaac is given: 

"Then the Lord said, 'I 
will surely return to you 
about this time next year, and 
Sarah your wife will have a 
son.' Now Sarah was listen
ing at the entrance to the tent, 
which was behind him. 
Abraham and Sarah were al
ready old and well advanced 
in years, and Sarah was past 
the age of childbearing. So 
Sarah laughed to herself as 
she thought, 'After I am 
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worn out and my master is 
old, will I now have this 
pleasure?' Then the Lord 
said to Abraham, 'Why did 
Sarah laugh and say, 'Will I 
really have a child, now 
that I am old?' Is anything 
too hard for the Lord?' "22 

However, the Bible 
does not talk about the sac
rifice until Genesis 22. The 
words used for this trial are 
similar to the Holy Qur'an, 
"Some time later God 
tested Abraham. He said to 
him, 'Abraham!' 'Here I 
am,' he replied." The 
Qur' anic chronology 1s 
much more logical that God 
tried him and when he 
passed the trial, gave him 
the covenant and made cir
cumc1s10n an external 
marker for the covenant. In 
the Biblical chronology the 
cart is before the horse. 
The covenant has been set
tled and agreed and then 
God chooses to try Abra
ham! 

THE LOVING 
RELATIONSHIP OF 
THE FATHER AND 

THESON 

When we contrast the 
story of the Bible and the 
Holy Qur'an of the events 
close to sacrifice itself, it 
becomes apparent which 
one is the literal word of 
God and which one is in 
keeping with the tempera
ment of a prophet of God. 
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In the Holy Qur'an we read, 
"When the boy (Ishmael) be
gan to run about with him, 
Abraham said to him: Son, I 
have seen in my dream that I 
am slaughtering thee. So con
sider what thou thinkest of it. 
The boy replied: Father, do 
what thou art commanded; 
thou wilt find me, if Allah 
please, steadfast. When both 
were ready to submit to Al
lah's will, and he had thrown 
him down on his forehead, 
We called to him: Abraham, 
thou hast indeed fulfilled the 
dream. "23 These verses speak 
of a loving relationship be
tween the father and the son 
and the willingness of both to 
honor the words of God. 

The mention m the 
Genesis in the Bible is, "My 
father: and he said, Here am 
I, my son. And he said, Be
hold the fire and the wood: 
but where is the lamb for a 
burnt offering? And Abra
ham said, My son, God will 
provide himself a lamb for a 
burnt offering: so they went 
both of them together. And 
they came to the place which 
God had told him of; and 
Abraham built an altar there, 
and laid the wood in order, 
and bound Isaac his son, and 
laid him on the altar upon the 
wood. And Abraham stre
tched forth his hand, and 
took the knife to slay his 
son." 24 Here the father is be
ing deceptive to the son and 
has to use coercion to off er 
the sacrifice. 
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Whereas, the Qur' anic 
description is sublime and 
humane, demonstrating mu
tual love and respect between 
the father and the son, the 
Biblical hint of coercion and 
treachery in the sacrifice 
story, gives opportunity to 
the atheists to laugh at the is
sue. According to Richard 
Dawkins in his book the God 
Delusion: 

"Such unpleasant epi
sodes in Abraham's story are 
mere peccadilloes compared 
with the infamous tale of the 
sacrificing of his son Isaac 
(Muslim scripture tells the 
same story about Abraham's 
other son, Ishmael). God or
dered Abraham to make a 
burnt offering of his longed
for son. Abraham built an al
tar, put firewood upon it, and 
trussed Isaac up on top of the 
wood. His murdering knife 
was already in his hand when 
an angel dramatically inter
vened with the news of a 
last-minute change of plan: 
God was only joking after 
all, 'tempting' Abraham, and 
testing his faith. A modem 
moralist cannot help but 
wonder how a child could 
ever recover from such psy
chological trauma. By the 
standards of modern moral
ity, this disgraceful story is 
an example simultaneously 
of child abuse, bullying in 
two asymmetrical power re
lationships, and the first re
corded use of the Nuremberg 
defense: 'I was only obeying 
orders.' Yet the legend is one 
of the great foundational 
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myths of all three monothe
istic religions."25 

Dawkins' criticism is 
ill founded as it was this 
sacrifice event and earlier 
the duel between the sons 
of Adam that are the root 
cause of the value of human 
life. It is precisely this even 
that has established the mo
rality on this issue for bil
lions of people including 
Dawkins' ancestors. The 
'Law' is in making, if you 
will! Secondly, Dawkins 
wrongfully attributes the 
details of the Biblical story 
to the Holy Qur'an also. 
He raises questions about 
the psychological impact on 
the child and bullying in the 
asymmetrical relationship 
that does not apply to the 
Qur'anic description at all. 
In the Qur'anic story Ish
mael had consented in a 
very loving manner for the 
sacrifice. Thirdly, Dawkins 
brings out the Nuremberg 
trial. Andrew Conway Ivy 
(1893-1978) was appointed 
by the American Medical 
Association as its represen
tative at the 1946 Nurem
berg Medical Trial for Nazi 
doctors. He writes about 
origin of human morality in 
one of his articles: 

"Only in a moral 
world, a world of responsi
bility, can man be free and 
live as a human being 
should. Men are truly equal 
and free only as creatures of 
God, because only as the 
children of God and only in 
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the sight of God and ultimate 
moral law are men truly equal. 
If God and the ultimate moral 
law are denied, there can be 
no absolute argument against 
slavery, against 'might makes 
right' and man's greedy ex
ploitation of man. If human 
beings have no absolute in
trinsic value, no absolute in
trinsic freedom of decision, no 
absolute liberty, no absolute 
duties, they possess only ex
trinsic value and may be used 
as chattels, slaves or serfs by 
those who have the intelli
gence and power. Rights 
given to man by God can be 
taken away only by God, but 
rights given to man by man or 
man-made institutions can be 
denied or taken away by man 
or man-made institutions. 
Unless inalienable rights 
come from the Ultimate, from 
the Creator, it is irrational to 
say that human beings have 
rights which no man-made in
stitution may ignore or deny. 
Man has no absolute claim of 
intrinsic worth and dignity, no 
absolute duties and responsi
bilities, except as a creature of 
God."26 

For Dawkins to criticize 
the very source of the inalien
able rights that he enjoys is to 
cut the very branch that he is 
sitting on. Andrew Conway 
Ivy argues that intrinsic worth 
of human life does not lie in 
the ramblings of fundamental
ist atheists but in divine law: 

"In the absence of a be
lief in the intrinsic worth and 
dignity of the individual, 
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the doctrine of 'superior 
orders' and the doctrine 
that the welfare of the State 
is the supreme good and 
end, and that the end justi
fies any means. This was 
the dilemma at Nuremberg. 
How could the Nazi leaders 
and doctors who were re
sponsible for the atrocities 
be indicted and convicted 
when they were obeying 
Nazi law and orders? They 
could be indicted and con
victed only under the Eter
nal Natural Law of God, 
called in condescension to 
the atheistic Russian repre
sentatives the Laws of Hu
manity. If man-made law is 
the sole source of basic hu
man rights, why condemn 
the Nazi assault on Jews, 
Gypsies, Poles, and politi
cal enemies? Why con
demn the assault on the 
Hungarian Patriots? Under 
Nazi laws Jews had no 
rights. Under Red Commu
nist laws the Hungarian Pa
triots had no rights. Under 
the communist govern
ments behind the 'iron cur
tain' no human being has 
inalienable rights. If inal
ienable rights exist, what 
made them inalienable? If 
man did not create the 
world, how can he delegate 
to himself the creation of 
his worth, dignity, rights, 
duties, freedom of choice, 
and liberty? You always 
get into a causal chain 
which leads to God."27 
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Dawkins is looking at 
it in the present day context 
not in the social milieu of 
2000 BC. It was monothe
ism that assigned human 
dignity for children as well 
as for the grown ups, other
wise human sacrifice was in 
vogue to please different 
Gods and human life did 
not have any intrinsic value. 
This dream of Abraham and 
subsequent sacrifice of a 
lamb was an effective de
sign of God to put an end to 
human sacrifice that were 
common in many societies 
even in the eighth century 
of the common era. It was 
Islam that put an end to hu
man sacrifice of young 
brides that were thrown in 
Nile in Egypt. 

In reality, Abraham 
was not required to fulfill 
his vision in the literal 
sense. It was only a practi
cal demonstration of his in
tention and preparedness to 
sacrifice his son which was 
desired of him. The vision 
had already symbolically 
been fulfilled in Hagar and 
Ishmael having been left by 
Abraham in the valley of 
Mecca, a land of arid and 
barren waste. That brave act 
had, in fact, symbolized the 
sacrifice of Ishmael. The 
other purpose of the divine 
command to Abraham first 
to sacrifice his son, and 
then to abstain from it, was 
to abolish human sacrifice, 
a most inhuman practice 
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prevalent among most na
tions at the time. 

MUSLIMS 
CELEBRATE THE 

INCIDENT AND 
NOT THE JEWS OR 

CHRISTIANS 

In the religious cere
monies of the Jews and the 
Christians, no trace of the 
supposed sacrifice of Isaac 
by Abraham is found. Mus
lims, who are the spiritual 
descendants of Ishmael, 
commemorate with great 
fervor his intended sacri
fice, by slaughtering every 
year rams and goats all 
over the world on the tenth 
day of the Muslim month 
of Dhul-Hijjah. This uni
versal sacrifice of quadru
plets by Muslims, at the 
time of Hajj, establishes the 
fact that it was Ishmael and 
not Isaac whom Abraham 
offered for sacrifice. 

The early Jews had no 
reason to celebrate sacrifice 
of Isaac as it did not hap
pen. Later day scribes in
serted these details in the 
Bible for Isaac; but as in 
any forgery or crime they 
left many clues at the crime 
scene. Some of these have 
been pointed out in the ap
parent contradictions of the 
biblical account and we 
pray to God that additional 
clues may be revealed in 
the study of Dead Sea 
Scrolls and the banned 
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books of the Bible. 

EPILOGUE 

So, what is the big deal 
whether it was Ishmael or 
Isaac, who was offered for 
sacrifice? If it were only a 
matter of history perhaps we 
would have ignored these de
tails; but it continues to be a 
burning issue for the present 
and foreseeable future. What 
is at stake is the religious fu
ture of the world and how the 
promise of Allah to Abraham 
would be fulfilled in our 
times! Would it be fulfilled 
through the spiritual progeny 
of Ishmael or that of Isaac? 
That is the burning question? 
One clue is immediately ap
parent. Circumcision was to 
be the external marker of the 
covenant with Abraham so 
those who have shied away 
from it are not the recipients 
of this God's grace. 

The first Christian 
Church Council in Jerusalem, 
held in approximately 50 AD 
decreed that circumcision 
was not a requirement for 
Gentile converts. This be
c a me known as the 
'Apostolic Decree' and is 
one of the first acts diff eren
tiating early Christianity 
from Rabbinic Judaism. The 
Coptic Christians continue to 
practice circumcision. Once 
one moves away from the 
twisted logic that Ishmael 
was not heir to Abraham, 
then it becomes immediately 
obvious that he was the son 
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intended to be sacrificed as 
the Old Testament mentions 
three times that the 'only 
son,' was to be sacrificed. 
Khalifatul Masih II Hadhrat 
Mirza Bashiruddin Mah
mood Ahmadra writes in his 
book Muhammad in the Bi
ble: 

"After the seventh 
century A.D., however, the 
sons of Isaac, and those 
who observed the letter of 
the Law of Moses had to 
withdraw from Canaan. The 
sons of Ishmael, instead, 
became its political as well 
as its spiritual leaders. The 
fact that the sons of Israel 
had to surrender the land of 
Canaan shows that they had 
become unworthy of the 
promise which God had 
made to them through 
Abraham. This promise was 
that Israel would remain in 
possession of this land until 
the Last Day, and the prom
ise was true. The Last Day 
in the di vine promise, there
fore, cannot mean the day 
which is to mark the end of 
the world, but the day on 
which the Law of Moses 
was to be superseded by the 
promulgation of a new Law 
for the guidance of the 
world. In the language of 
divine revelation the advent 
of a new Law is often de
scribed as the birth of a new 
heaven and a new earth." 

In the Holy Qu'ran it is 
stated, "And We have al
ready written in the Book of 
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David, after the Reminder, 
that My righteous servants 
will inherit the (Promised) 
land. "28 Here the reference 
in the words, 'in the book of 
David' is to Psalms 37:9, 
11,22 & 29. Khalifatul Ma
sih nra continues his descrip
tion in the context of this 
verse of the Holy Qur' an: 

"Therefore, when the 
prophecy said that the sons of 
Israel would retain their hold 
over Canaan until the Last 
Day, it meant that their hold 
would continue until the ad
vent of a new Law-giving 
Prophet. In the utterances of 
David we have a hint of this 
meaning of the prophecy. 
The promise contained in 
Genesis that Israel would re
tain possession of Canaan 
until the Last Day is ex
pressed differently. Thus in 
Psalms (37:29) we read: 

The righteous shall in
herit the land, and dwell 
therein forever. 

The promise of eternal 
possession is not for Israel as 
such but for the righteous. 
This utterance of David, in 
fact, was a clear warning that 
the days of Israel's domi
nance were numbered. The 
Prophet seemed to point out 
that the Divine Promise, after 
a time, was to be understood 
not in a racial but in a spiri
tual sense; that the sons of 
Ishmael were going to inherit 
the promises made to Abra
ham by inheriting the truth 
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and a new covenant was 
going to be initiated 
through them. If our inter
pretation of the prophecy is 
not correct, then the ques
tion is, Why did God make 
the sons of Ishmael-and 
believers in the Message of 
the Qur' an--dominant m 
Palestine? The prophecy 
was quite clear. The sons of 
Isaac were to hold Palestine 
until the Last Day. The 
question is, Why did they 
not? Why did God allow a 
transfer of political power 
from the sons of Isaac to 
the sons of Ishmael?" 29 

Muslims retained the 
control over the Holy land 
for almost thirteen hundred 
years before the creation of 
state of Israel. This historic 
fact is strong evidence that 
the prolllise to Abraham 
has now moved to the 
house of Ishmael. The state 
of Israel has been created 
in accordance with another 
Qur' anic prophecy and is 
the exception rather than 
the rule.30 Hasdhrat Khali
fatul Masih ura concludes 
the chapter titled, God's 
Promise to Abraham in the 
book Muhammad in the Bi
ble with the following 
words: 

"In short, the proph
ecy of Abraham promised 
blessings to both Isaac and 
Ishmael. According to this 
promise, the sons of Isaac 
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were established over Ca
naan and the sons of Ish
mael over Arabia. But when 
the Last Day arrived for the 
sons of Isaac, then, in terms 
of the prophecy of David, 
the promise was transferred 
from Israel to Ishmael. The 
claim of Israel was now 
only a racial claim. The 
claim of Ishmael was spiri
tual."31 

To read the whole of 
the book go to the follow
ing link: 

http://alislam.org/library/ 
books/muhammadinbible/ 
MITB.pdf 

The Holy Qur'an 
highlights that it was prom
ised in the very beginning 
that the covenant to Abra
ham will not apply to those 
who are not righteous, 
"And remember when his 
Lord tried Abraham with 
certain commands which he 
fulfilled. He said, 'I will 
make thee a Leader of 
men.' Abraham asked, 
'And from among my off
spring?' He said, 'My cove
nant does not embrace the 
transgressors.' "32 
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IS NOT ALLAH SUFFICIENT FOR HIS 
SERVANT? 

Mansura Bashir Minhas, Miami, FL 

The subject revelation 
of the Promised Messiah38 is 
significant in every Ahmadi' s 
life. Some have it inscribed 
in jewelry, while others 
choose to display it as 
plaques in their homes. This 
verse of the Qur'an carries 
exceptional value in the per
sonal life of the Promised 
Messiah38 as well as the Ja
ma'at Ahmadiyya he foun
ded, which has flourished 
and prospered as a result of 
staying steadfast to the Di
vine message laid down in 
this revelation. It ascertains 
how Allah has fulfilled His 
promise to the Guided Re
former and Messiah of the 
age. 

These revealed words 
of the Holy Qur'an are ex
tremely gripping and in the 
hardest of times, we all turn 
towards our Lord and ask for 
His help. And these words 
provide comfort and solace 
while battling with trials and 
tribulations. Whenever we 
feel, depressed or lose faith 
in ourselves and this world, 
this prayer reminds us that 
Allah Almighty will listen to 
our silent prayers and we feel 
the weight shifting and the 
lessening of our worries and 
anxieties. Such faith in Allah 

grips us through trials; the 
faith in Him, that He will 
stand by in all our griev
ances, losses and miseries 
and pave the way. Such is 
the Lord ... such is Our 
Creator - the One who 
blesses unlimitedly and dis
misses all our follies. 

Every human goes 
through the state of mind 
where they tend to feel 
helpless and overwhelmed 
in the face of great adver
sity, sorrow or hardship. 
Even a person of the stature 
of the Promised Messiah38 

was not immune to this 
state of mind. In June 1876, 
he received a revelation 
from Allah informing him 
that his father would die 
soon. He was worried since 
it entailed hardship for his 
family. His father's busi
ness, upon which his family 
subsisted, would come to an 
end. While he was in that 
state of anxiety, Allah re
vealed to him: 

I . 

~/b~ ~~ at, ~' - ' 
Is not Allah sufficient for 

His servant? (39:37) 

The key word in this 

revelation -'Kafi' is derived 
from the Divine attribute of 
Allah, 'Al-Kafi', which 
means - The Sufficient. This 
reassured the Promised Mes
siah38 that Allah would take 
care of him through all hard
ships. As Jama'at Ahmadi
yya has progressed, we see 
how Allah has fulfilled this 
revelation in the Promised 
Messiah's personal life and 
his Jama'at has also became 
the true recipient of this reve
lation as it passed through 
hard and difficult times and 
eventually triumphed as a re
sult of adhering to this Di
vine message. 

When Allah reveals 
something to his messengers, 
the Almighty also requires 
that their followers adhere to 
the message laid down in the 
revelations. Tawakkul alallah 
(having unwavering faith in 
Allah), requires great cour
age. Even though we have 
faith in the truth of this reve
lation, it can be somewhat 
challenging to put into prac
tice in our personal lives. We 
become impatient and start 
questioning Allah and lose 
faith at the slightest of dis
tress. Lack of Twakkul alal
lah is the root cause of major 
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disputes-be it family dis
putes, issues with co
workers at our work places 
as we become competitive 
and strive to gain an edge 
and even in regional con
flicts. Countries go to war 
over water, land and other 
resources such as oil, gas, 
minerals. This all ensues 
due to a lack of faith in Al
lah and overlooking of His 
Divine attribute of Kafi; 
that HE will provide for us 
nevertheless. 

True believers not 
only merely state that Allah 
is their sole provider, but 
their lives also bear testa
ment to this and their char
acter is a true reflection of 
their faith. Their deeds and 
actions demonstrate their 
Iman (faith) that Allah is 
sufficient. They strive to 
stay steadfast as they en
counter hardships; be it fi
nancial setbacks, loss of 
loved ones or any other un
bearable tragedy. 

The success of Jama
'at Ahmadiyya is due to its 
unwavering belief in Allah 
being Kaafi, which has al
lowed it to triumph and 
achieve astounding success 
as it has been established in 
all the continents of the 
world. Jama'at's opponents 
have tried hard, and done 
every thing conceivable to 
stop this progress, but 
Ahmadis stay steadfast and 
demonstrate Tawakkal in 
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Allah and never ever react 
or retaliate. Their lives are 
being taken, they suffer the 
worst form of discrimina
tion in Pakistan, Bangla
desh, Indonesia and else
where, but they stay stead
fast and their Iman never 
wavers. This proves that 
they are on the right path 
and they are indeed a party 
of true believers. They have 
a belief in a Living God - a 
God who listens to their 
earnest prayers and pro
vides for them always. This 
allows them to face the ut
most hardships with ex
treme strength and forti
tude. 

The Promised Messiah35 

became Allah's beloved 
due to his supreme and ar
dent love and devotion for 
the Holy Prophet Muham
mad saw. We see this attrib
ute come into play in the 
life of the Holy Prophetsaw 
when he was in great dan
ger and it appeared as if his 
safety was not possible. 
Had he not been a true 
Prophet of God, he would 
not have survived these in
cidents. Similarly, there are 
many occasions in the life 
of the Promised Messiah35 

that his honor and life were 
in danger. But, in light of 
his perfect obedience to his 
Master Hadhrat Muham
madsaw, Allah demonstrated 
His attribute of Al-Kafi to 
the Promised Messiahas and 
he always emerged safe and 
victorious. 

Ahmadiyya Gazette USA 

Indeed even after the 
Promised Messiah' S35 pass
ing, every time hostility 
raises its head, Allah's help 
saves his Community from 
any bad consequences of 
enmity. Despite opposition 
and restrictions on govern
mental levels, Jama'at 
Ahmadiyya continues to 
prosper and thrive. Despite 
meager financial resources, 
Jama'at continues to spread 
the true message of Allah 
throughout the world. Its 
success is unparalleled and 
quite intriguing for the 
worldly eye which can only 
correlate such astounding 
success to huge financial 
investments, as propagation 
of any message to the far
flung places of the world is 
no small feat. This is sheer 
evidence of the fact that Al
lah's help is with Jama' at 
Ahmadiyya and this is true 
Sign of the Living God of 
Islam which is apparent all 
the time and which each 
Ahmadi feels and the world 
also senses. 

When God, Who is 
the Master of the heaven 
and the earth, sends His ser
vants to this world to propa
gate His message, He as
sures them in every way 
and declares to them in 
every matter: 

'Is not Allah sufficient for 
His servant?' (39:37). 
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He also states: 

'And Allah knows your 
enemies fall well. And suffi
cient is Allah as a Friend, 
and sufficient is Allah as a 

Helper. ' ( 4:46 ). 

We witness Divine 
support and help for the 
Promised Messiah85 and his 
Jama' at of true believers 
every step of the way. May 
Allah enable us to be com
pletely obedient to the one 
who is sent by Allah as the 
Messiah and Mahdi. May 
He may keep us in His 
mercy and grace and con
tinues to make us those who 
attain His nearness. Ameen. 

******* 
HUMANITY 

FIRST 
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YORK/HARRISBURG 
LAJNA PRESIDENT 

ATTENDS A RECEPTION 
AT THE INVITATION OF 

MR. JOE BIDEN, 
VICE PRESIDENT, USA 

By the grace of Allah, Farzana Safiullah Sahiba, 
Lajna President, York/Harrisburg was invited to a re
ception at the Vice-President's residence to com
memorate the 15th Anniversary of the Violence 
Against Women Act on September 29, 2009, Wash
ington DC. She was chosen among 120 guests from 
throughout the country for her work with Lajna 
Imaillah and with other Muslim Domestic Violence 
Organizations. She met with Joe Biden and gave him 
a copy of the Philosophy and Teachings of Islam and 
also discussed future meetings with him to discuss 
needs of the AMC. He said he doesn't do these kinds 
of appointments and added that was the truth! She 
found him to be very congenial and receptive. She 
also met Anthony Brown, Lt. Gov of Maryland, who 
too was very enthusiastic, and gave him a copy of the 
Philosophy and Teachings of Islam book. Farzana 
briefly met Attorney General Eric Holder and Al 
Franken (Senator from Minnesota). She had a pro
ductive conversation with Rev. Marie Fortune, Direc
tor of the Faith & Trust Institute and gave her also a 
copy of the Philosophy and Teachings of Islam book. 
Farzana was wearing her formal Islamic dress at the 
event. 

Alhamdulillah it was a very productive evening. 

******* 
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Is not Allah sufficient for His servant? 

Sumbul Jattala, (Waqf-e-Nau) 
LA Inland Empire Chapter 

We are so preoccupied with the worldly belongings, 
In this society, we waste our time in materialistic things, 
Where has that gotten us now, let us think for a second; 

We lose our focus in what we believe, 
We lose the spirit of faith we all have, 

We ignore His commandments in the Holy Qur'an 
We stay in bed; not getting up before dawn, 

' 
'o:~ ~~, .Js, ~I 

Now the world is facing a crisis of its own making, 
and we are relying on humans to solve our problems; 

But all we really need is - the help of Allahswi, 
and the example of the Prophetsaw, 
and the guidance by the Mahdias, 
and, the blessings of the Khilafat; 

with the strength of our 'Soldiers of Islam'" 

' 
'o~ ~~, .JJ, ~I 

If we have strength in our hearts, 
And listen through our ears, 

And see the vice of society with our eyes; 
And beseech Allah for help; 

to keep our "Spiritual Fountain of Faith" 

* 'Soldiers of Islam' is referring to Waqfe Nau Mujahideen 
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In Memory of My Beloved Late Father: 

Khan Sahib Qazi Muhammad Rashid 

His Memories Stay with Us Every Step of the Way 

Saliba Qanita, Wife of Rashid Ahmad Bhatti, Philadelphia 

Remember the Good 
Things of Your 
Deceased Ones 

The time of death is 
predestined. No one among 
the creations is exempt 
from it. Blessed is he who 
spends the time of his life 
seeking pleasure of Allah 
the Exalted and trium
phantly appears before his 
Lord. 

My late father (Abba 
Jan) was one of those peo
ple who were abundantly 
successful m gaining the 
real objective of life and 
personified the fulfillment 
of the following verse by 
his sacrifices: 

There are some of them 
who have fulfilled their 

vow. (33-24) 

The deceased people 
have a right to be remem
bered by their good deeds 
in order to persuade, in-

spire, and motivate others. 

Family History 

My late father, Khan 
Sahib Qazi Muhammad 
Rashid Retired Civilian Ga
zetted Officer (C.G.0), for
mer Wakilul Maal II, Te
hrik-e-Jadid Rabwah was 
born to Hakim Maulvi Mu
hammad Azam Ansari and 
Sakina Bibi on September 
3«\ 1897 in the rural town 
of Haji Purah, District 
Sialkot. He was the eldest 
among four brothers and 
two sisters. Late Maulana 
Muhammad Saeed Ansari, 
Missionary Borneo, Malay
sia, Singapore and Indone
sia was his youngest 
brother. He acquired educa
tion up to primary school in 
the rural town of Mundi 
Karal, District Gurdaspur. 

As my grandfather 
was a Hakim and had a 
friendship with Hadrat 
Khalifatul Masih Ira, he sent 
Abba Jan to Qadian for fur
ther education. He studied 
from the sixth to ninth 
grade in Qadian. It was in 

Qadian where he was 
drawn to Ahmadiyyat. 
Abba Jan loved the Holy 
Quran since his childhood. 
He mentioned to my elder 
brother that when he got ad
mission in the Talimul Is
lam High School Qadian, 
he lived in a village by the 
name of Dallah close to 
Qadian. In those days, Had
rat Khalifatul Masih ya used 
to deliver Dars-e-Qur' an 
(lecture on the Holy 
Qur'an) after the Asr Salat 
in Masjid Aqsa which was 
known by the name of 
'Dars for Mian Abdul 
Hayee'. Since my father 
had to go back every day to 
his village after school, he 
was unable to attend the 
Dars. After school, he 
would put his school bag in 
his desk and walk light
handed to his village. 

Sahibzada Abdul Hayee 
was his class-fellow and 
knowing that my father had 
excellent handwriting he 
would give his Dars notes 
to my father to neatly copy 
them in his notebook. My 
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father because of his excel
lent memory greatly bene
fited from these notes in 
spite of being unable to per
sonally attend the Dars. 

Abba Jan used to say 
that he probably benefited 
more from the Dars be
cause of copying the notes 
than those who personally 
participated in the Dars. 
Because of the blessings of 
this Dars, Abba Jan's asso
ciation with the Holy 
Qur' an lasted his whole 
life. He became ill when he 
was in the ninth grade forc
ing him to privately appear 
in the matriculation exami
nation which was known as 
the Entrance Examination 
in those days. Allah the Ex
alted blessed him with ex
traordinary vision and great 
memory. He had memo
rized all 70 verses of the re
nowned Arabic Qaseeda 
written by Promised Messi
ahas, which he usually re
cited before going to bed. 
By the special Grace of Al
lah, he entered the Bai' at of 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih 
rain 1911 at the age of only 
14 even before his parents. 
Alhamdolillah ! 

Association With 
Khilafat and Jama'at 
Related Services and 

Distinctions 

Abba Jan joined the 
Ordinance Depot with the 
help of Hadhrat Khan Sahib 

41 

Maulvi Farzand Ali. He 
started his service from 
Ferozepur, India and slowly 
progressed to Civilian Ga
zetted Officer before his re
tirement. Though he dedi
cated his life for the Ja
ma' at in 1944 but Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih Ilra asked 
him to complete his service. 
While in service, the British 
Government awarded him 
the title of 'Khan Sahib' 
and a medal in 1945. He 
served as Ameer Jama'at 
Rawalpindi, Quetta, and 
Poona (India) and Naib 
Ameer for Nowshera. Once 
Hadrat Khalifatul Masih ura 
in a Friday sermon during 
the J alsa Salana said the 
following complementary 
words about him: 

"Though the Ameer of 
Rawalpindi Jama'at is a 
young clerk, he has such 
an influence on the Ja
ma' at that all the Jama'at 
members follow his ges
tures very obediently. 
This is how an Ameer 
should be." 

Abba Jan retired as C. 
G .0. on December 241

\ 

1952 from Nowshera. He 
constructed his house in 
Rabwah and served for 
many years as Wakilul Mal 
II Tehrik-e-Jadid. At the 
time of the janaza of my 
father, Professor Hamidul
lah, Wakil-e-Aala Tehrik-e
Jadid told my elder brother 
that he obtained his earlier 
training of Mal from the de-
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ceased. 

By the special bless
ings of Allah the Exalted, 
he was committed to one 
third Wassiyat (Wassiyat # 
1535). He also abundantly 
participated in other chan
das as well. He not only 
had the honor of being part 
of the five thousand muja
hideen of Tehrik-e-Jadid, 
but also included his family 
members, parents, and elder 
sister in this blessed scheme 
and continued paying on 
their behalf all his life. He 
would first take money out 
of his paycheck for chari
ties and then spend the rest 
on his household. In this 
connection, he enjoyed full 
cooperation of our dear 
mother. Alhamdolillah! 

When the Daftar A wwal 
of Tehrik-e-Jadid (1934 -
1944) was about to end, he 
included his youngest 
daughter Qanita Shahida 
(now wife of Ataul Mujib 
Rashid, Imam Masjid Fazal 
London), who was born on 
February 2nd, 1944 in the 
Daftar Awwal by paying 
her full 10 years dues in ag
gregate. Most probably 
Qanita Shahida was the 
youngest ever member of 
the five thousand Muja
hideen of Tehrik-e-Jadid. 
(In my view, it was because 
of the blessings of this con
tribution that Allah the Ex
alted granted her with so 
many opportunities to serve 
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Jama'at and awarded her so 
many distinctions.) Simi
larly he made his seven 
children members of Daftar 
Awwal of Tehrik-e-Jadid. 
May Allah further reward 
her in abundance! 

He was always ready 
to act upon every instruc
tion received from the 
Markaz and participate in 
every scheme. In November 
1941, while Abba Jan was 
posted in Mumbai before 
the end of the Second 
World War, the ship 
boarded by Maulvi Muham
mad Din (Missionary Alba
nia) from Mumbai sank af
ter a few days. The survi
vors were transported back 
to Mumbai. Maulvi Mu
hammad Din did not sur
vive. Hadhrat Khalifatul 
Masih Ura assigned the duty 
of verification of his mar
tyrdom to Abba Jan. Abba 
Jan had the honor to send 
the report about the drown
ing of a man with the green 
turban to Hadhrat Khali
fatul Masih ura in Qadian 
with the testimony of an 
eye witness. Ahmad Ali Sa
hib of Rawalpindi writes in 
an article published in Al
F azl of April 16th, 1966: 

In 1941, when Khan Sa
hib was posted in Khar
toum (Sudan) during the 
Second World War, an 
opponent falsely reported 
that Khan Sahib belonged 
to a group that was invol-
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ved in scheming against 
the British Government. 
When the police brought 
a 200 page report against 
him to his British officer, 
the officer returned the 
report and wrote highly 
appreciative comments in 
favor of Qazi Muhammad 
Rashid stating that the 
group mentioned in the 
report is a real well
wisher of the government 
and had helped the gov
ernment in many critical 
matters. 

He also wrote that: 

"Qazi Muhammad Rashid 
is his duty clerk. He 
knows one thing about 
him that he had never 
seen a more resolute and 
truthful Muslim than him 
in his entire service in In
dia." 

Thereafter he writes: 

"Once probably in 1951, 
the opponents decided to 
hold a Jalsa in Nowshera 
against our Jama' at. 
Maulvis came from out
side and pasted greatly 
inciting flyers on the city 
walls. One day before the 
Jalsa, the leading mem
bers of the Jama'at ap
proached the higher au
thorities without success. 
In the evening, he went to 
Khan Sahib and discussed 
the situation. He said that 
if there was any other 
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higher authority left 
whom they could meet. 
Ahmad Ali Sahib asked 
him that who else they 
should meet with. He said 
that there is one authority 
higher known as 'All
Knowing God'; why not 
meet Him? 

So, please take his request 
to all of the Jama' at 
members that he will of
fer Tahajjud Prayers to
night at the place where 
the opponents wanted to 
hold the Jalsa. If they 
want to participate in the 
Tahajjud, they should 
come at 2 AM. About 40 
Jama'at members gath
ered and offered Tahajjud 
led by Khan Sahib in 
great earnestness and hu
mility. It sparked their 
spirituality like electric
ity. 

By the Grace of Allah, 
the next day the govern
ment issued Sec. 144 mora
torium on all kinds of gath
erings and processions. Al
hamdolillah! 

Ahmad Ali Sahib fur
ther describes in his article 
that Abdul Rashid Khan Sa
hib mentioned an incident 
of 1936 that after the earth
quake of Quetta, the Gov
ernment of Baluchistan is
sued a directive to all of
fices expressing great con
cern about Muslims proba
bly about the distribution of 
compensation for the fear 
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of inadvertently treating 
them unfairly according to 
their Shariah law since they 
were the only nation that 
observed the Shariah. 
Therefore, they desired to 
consult with some scholar 
knowledgeable in the Shar
iah law to advise the gov
ernment. The commanding 
officer of the Quetta Depot 
sent the name of Qazi Sahib 
with a forceful recommen
dation without even con
sulting him. In this way, 
Abba Jan was nominated by 
the Government to perform 
this important task and got 
this golden opportunity to 
serve Muslims at large. Al
hamdolillah! 

Also, Abdullah Khan 
Sahib of Rawalpindi once 
told Ahmad Ali that the Ja
ma' at held a Jalsa to cele
brate the Siratun Nabi day 
in Quetta which was heav
ily participated by non
Ahmadi Pathans. Though 
the speeches of most of the 
speakers were very good, 
but the speech made by 
Qazi Sahib had such a dis
tinctive charm that after the 
Jalsa all the Pathans sur
rounded him and out of rev
erence they touched his feet 
and knees, and demanded 
ta 'viz. Qazi Sahib repeat
edly told them that he did 
not give ta 'viz to people 
and only prays for them. 

Let me present an ex
ample of his obedience to 
Khilafat. Hadhrat Musleh 
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Mau' oodra asked a number 
of people to find a mar
riage-partner for Abul Mu
nir Noorul Haq without 
success. Finally Hadhrat 
Musleh Mau' oodra himself 
proposed my elder sister 
Safia Siddiqa for him and 
told him that he is going to 
write to a person who 
would never say 'No' to 
him and pref er to shed his 
blood for my perspiration. 
Abba Jan was posted in Si
kandarabad Deccan at that 
time. Hazoor wrote to Abba 
Jan about the proposal and 
mentioned Maulvi Abul 
Munir Noorul Haq and 
asked him if he knew him. 
Abba Jan replied with great 
devotion that he did not 
know him, neither did he 
need to know him, and that 
it is enough for him to 
know his leader. 

Thus this match made 
by the Khalifatul Masihra 
with his prayers proved 
greatly blessed. Alhamdolil
lah! 

Abba Jan was a de
vout Ahmadi and a big be
liever in prayers. He would 
not let any opportunity of 
preaching go by. He always 
preferred faith over worldly 
matters. He had a great fer
vor for serving the human
ity and a great trust in God. 
He greatly cared about the 
rights of God and the rights 
of fellow human beings. He 
was very obedient to his 
parents, treated well his 
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relatives and was good in 
hospitality. 

Marriage and 
Children 

In 1919, he was mar
ried to Arnatul Hamid 
Begarn, the elder daughter 
of Hadhrat Maulvi Muham
mad Abdullah Botalvi and 
Arnatul Aziz (both were 
companions of the Prom
ised Messiahas). My mother 
had the honor of drinking 
the blessed leftover lassi 
(yogurt drink) of the Prom
ised Messiahas and also the 
honor of weaving the cotton 
for the Ahrnadiyya Flag in 
1939. 

His Nikah was an
nounced by Hadrat Musleh 
Mau' oodas on the day of 
Hajj m Masjid Mubarak 
Qadian. Allah the Exalted 
blessed this couple with 10 
children. One child died in 
the early age and another 
daughter, Razia Afifa who 
was married to Khalid 
Hadayat Bhatti died on 
January 1954 in Rabwah at 
the age of 21 and was bur
ied in the Bahishti Maq
bara. 

Surely, to Allah we belong 
and to Hirn shall we return. 

Here, for the sake of 
encouraging people to pray 
for my grandfather, Hakim 
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Maulvi Muhammad Azam 
Ansari, I would like to 
mention that from the time 
of the birth of his first 
grandson Mubarak Ahmad, 
he daily offered two rak'ats 
of Nafal (supplemental 
Salat) without any break. 
May Allah greatly elevate 
him in rank in the paradise! 
Ameen! 

Our Abba Jan took 
great care of the education 
and training of his children. 
In spite of being a Punjabi, 
he taught Urdu to his chil
dren 82 years ago to help 
further education and also 
studying and understanding 
of the books of the Prom
ised Messiahas. He also in
formally taught us numerol
ogy. God enabled him to 
become successful in all as
pects. He provided a reli
gious environment at home; 
arranged for higher educa
tion and admitted eight of 
his children in the Wassiyat 
program during his life, and 
advised his youngest son to 
do Wassiyat at the age of 18 
which he did. He used to 
say that my children are 
raised to help the Jama' at, 
not as burden to the Ja
ma' at. 

He had a wish that all 
of his children would dedi
cate their lives for Jama'at. 
Two of his sons dedicated 
their lives during the time 
of Hadhrat Khalifatul Ma
sih Ira. and two during the 
time of Hadhrat Khalifatul 
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Masih IIYh. So Mubarak 
Ahmad Ansari M.Sc. Re
tired Professor of Chemis
try TI College Rabwah, cur
rently serving as Professor 
at the Jamia Ahmadiyya 
Canada, and Rafiq Ahmad 
Saqib, M.Sc. Chemistry, 
currently living in Rabwah, 
worked for about 13 years 
at TI College Rabwah and 
also served for 20 years as 
Principal Fazal-e-U mar 
Secondary School Kano, 
Nigeria. Both of them dedi
cated their lives during the 
lifetime of Abba Jan. The 
third brother, Munir Ahmad 
Munib, former Principal 
Ahmadiyya Bashir High 
School Kampala Uganda 
(currently Professor Jamia 
Ahmadiyya Rabwah) and 
the fourth brother, Dr. 
Laeeq Ahmad Ansari 
served in Gambia Ivory 
Coast and Kenya (currently 
serving at Fazal-e-Umar 
Hospital Rabwah) dedi
cated immediately after 
completion of his educa
tion. Similarly three of his 
son-in-laws, the late Mau
lana Abul Munir Noorul 
Haq, Lutfur Rehman Shakir 
Retired Lab Technician 
Fazal-e-Umar Hospital 
Rabwah (now living in Ger
many) and Maulana Ataul 
Mujeeb Rashid (Imam Mas
jid Fazal London) were 
devotees. This is merely be
cause of the great blessings 
of God that He bestows on 
His chosen ones. 

Here, I consider it 
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necessary to mention a few 
faith-inspiring incidents re
lated to my brothers. In 
1954, while Abba Jan was 
serving as Wakilul Mal II 
Tehrik-e-Jadid, he gave the 
good news to Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih ura that 
his son, Mubarak Ahmad 
Ansari, who dedicated his 
life earlier in 1944 had 
passed his M.Sc. Hazoor 
asked him to bring him the 
next morning. The next 
day, Hazoor interviewed 
him and asked a few ques
tions. The first question was 
that whether he had any in
terest in teaching. My 
brother said, "No". Both of 
them were silent after that. 
My brother felt that his an
swer was not appropriate. 
He felt the silence like a 
mountain on his chest but 
he did not find courage to 
break it. After a moment, 
Hazoor himself broke the 
silence and said, "If you are 
entrusted the job of teach
ing, will you try to develop 
interest in it?" My brother 
was relieved and said, 
"Yes, by all means". Ha
zoor asked him to start his 
service the following day at 
the College. This was the 
beginning of his career. 

In 1956, Abba Jan 
gave another good news to 
Hazoor when his second 
son, Rafiq Ahmad Saqib 
passed his M.Sc. Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih ura asked 
Hadhrat Mirza Nasir 
Ahmad, Principal TI Col
lege Rabwah to take Qazi 
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Sahib's second son in his 
staff which he did though 
there was no position avail
able at that time. After 
serving there for about 13 
years, he was sent to Nige
ria (West Africa), where he 
served for 20 years. (All 
praise for Allah). In 1968, 
the third son, Munir 
Ahmad Munib after com
pleting his education, he 
appeared before Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih IIIra and 
offered to devote his life 
after listening about Ha
zoor' s speech regarding the 
Nusrat Jehan Scheme and 
the need of teachers in Af
rica. His request for dedica
tion was accepted and he 
was sent to Kampala 
Uganda (East Africa) and 
first appointed as a science 
teacher, and later the Prin
cipal. The fourth son, Dr. 
Laeeq Ahmad completed 
his MBBS from Nishtar 
Medical College Multan 
(because of riots in 1974, 
he completed a part of his 
course in Bahawalpur and 
Lahore that was left incom
plete). One day Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih IIIra sent 
for Mubarak Ahmad Ansari 
to see him. Hazoor men
tioned to ask Dr. Laeeq to 
dedicate at least three years 
for the Nusrat Jehan 
Scheme as the Jama'at was 
in need of doctors in West 
Africa. So, Dr. Laeeq 
Ahmad Ansari appeared 
himself before Hazoor and 
dedicated three years and 
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was sent to Gambia (West 
Africa). After three years, 
Hazoor wrote to him urging 
him to dedicate another 
three years, which he 
obliged. After three years, 
he dedicated his entire life 
for the sake of Jama'at. Al
hamdolillah! 

Abba Jan loved Holy 
Qur' an and recited it very 
frequently. In his final 
years, a daily get together 
with a few of his retired 
friends was arranged to 
ponder over the Holy 
Qur' an that included 
Hadhrat Sheikh Fazal 
Ahmad Batalw{a (father of 
Laeeq Ahmad Tahir, former 
Principal Jamia Ahmadi"yya 
U.K.) and Haji Malik Mu
hammad Abdullah former 
Na'ib Nazir Baitul Mal 
Rabwah, Khawaja Ubaidul
lah Engineer (father-in-law 
of Maulana Jalalud Din 
Shams, Khalid-e-Ahma
diyyat) and a few others. 

On January 20th, 1971, 
(Abba Jan had already 
passed away at that time) 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih 
IIIrh personally attended the 
wedding ceremony of my 
third brother Munir Ahmad 
Munib with Amatul Hakim 
Laeeqa, daughter of Mau
lana Abul Ata. Looking at 
the sign of 'Baitul Ata at 
the entrance, Hazoor liked 
the words 'Baitul Ata' and 
said pointing to our house 
next door that it should be 
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named 'Baitul Wafa'. 

Abba Jan had a great 
literary taste. Having suffi
cient proficiency in Urdu, 
English, Arabic and Persian, 
he composed very rich poetry 
in these languages. For ex
ample, I am quoting here few 
verses from one of his long 
Urdu poem composed m 
1959 at the third birthday of 
his first grandson, Mubashar 
Ahmad Shahab. 
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All praise and glorifica
tion for Him who is the 
Creator of the universe 

His creation is evident but 
the Creator is hidden 

There was a time when I 
was childless 

That haunted place has 
now turned into a bustling 
abode 
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0 my Lord, you re
moved all my past hard
ships from my memory 
Instead, now there is a 
sweet tale on my lips 

You first gave me chil
dren, and now a, grand 
child 

My heart is brim-full 
with gratitude and con
tentment 

May Allah keep him un
der His shelter forever 

Along with my daugh
ter-in-law who is the 
mother of my grandson 

The father and mother 
may see happiness and 
so do their parents 

And blessings of the 
Lord, Who is the shield 
for the helpless 

At the end of this 
poem is an advice to all his 
children: 
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This is my advice to all 
of you my dear children 

Remember Allah, which 
is the hallmark of a 
Muslim 

The world is a filthy 
place, a heap of dirt 

Yes like a sewer drain, 
a place of trials 

Avarice, greed, selfish
ness and stinginess 

These are serpents of 
the sleeve and bunch of 
robbers 

Do not set your heart on 
it; build house in the 
hereafter 

The house worth living 
is the one where we all 
have to go 
Continue worship and 
obey Allah 

The verse contains the 
purpose of life of all of 
us 

I said a few things; rest 
of it is in my heart 

0 Lord, You being the 
knower of the secret, 
know well what's in my 
heart! 

Abba Jan composed 
his last poem in the Persian 
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language m 1964 at the 
time when his youngest 
daughter Qanita secured 
first position in BA from 

the Punjab University 
among boys and girls and 
won two gold medals. In 
that poem in addition to 
glorifying Allah, he greatly 
appreciated the attention, 
prayers and efforts of 
Hadhrat Choti Apa (Dir
ector Jamia Nusrat College 
Rabwah and wife of 
Hadhrat Musleh Mau' oodra) 
and Mrs. Frakhanda Shah 
(Principal). 

Chaudhry Shabbir 
Ahmad, Wakilul Mal Aw
wal Tehrik-e-Jadid writes 
in daily Al-Fazal, April 
19th, 1966: 

"It was probably in 
1949 when I had to go to 
Nowshera for service. On 
Friday, I found out that the 
Jumu'ah Prayers would be 
offered at the house of an 
elder of the Jama' at by the 
name of Qazi Muhammad 
Rashid. So I found my way 
to his house. Before this I 
had no acquaintance with 
Qazi Muhammad Rashid. 
In my first impression I 
saw signs of godliness and 
taqwa apparent from the 
appearance, looks, motions, 
and gestures of Qazi Sahib 
who rose to deliver the ser
mon. When he opened his 
lips, every word of the ser
mon penetrated straight to 
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my heart. The sermon was 
very heartening and exten
sive from the point of view 
of delivery and content. I 
was surprised to find out that 
the person delivering the ser
mon was not one of the 
scholars from the center, but 
an officer of the government. 
His knowledge of Arabic, 
Urdu and religion was so 
comprehensive that no aspect 
of any issue required further 
explanation. These were my 
initial impressions from my 
first meeting with Qazi Mu
hammad Rashid. 

His Death 

My Abba Jan remained 
ill for about a month. During 
his illness, he advised Ummi 
Jan to bathe him with plenty 
of water and take special care 
of purdah (sattar). And that 
the ladies who observed pur
dah from him during his life 
should not see his face after 
his death. His burial should 
not be delayed. No one 
should cry loudly on his 
death. On February 23rd 
1966, he was taken to the 
PAF Hospital Sargodha in 
the Emergency Ward for 
treatment, where he passed 
away on February 25th on a 
blessed Friday at the age of 
69 and a half years. 
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"Surely, to Allah we belong 
and to Him shall we 

return." 
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His body was taken to 
Rabwah the same day 
where his funeral was lead 
by Hadhrat Khalifatul Ma
sih IIIrh after the Isha Pra
yer. Because of his merito
rious services, he was bur
ied in the Qit 'a Khas of the 
Bahishti Maq-barah. Al
hamdolillah! 

I would like to men
tion here that when his 
body reached our house in 
Rabwah from Sargodha, 
our maternal uncle, Mau
lana Abul Ata' Jalandhary, 
Khalid-e-Ahmadiyyat con
soled my elder brother by 
reading the verse of the 
Holy Qur'an, 

And no soul knows in what 
land it will die. (31: 35). 

It was probably the 
night of Feburary 24th, 
when Chaudhary Muham
mad Arshad, Professor TI 
College Rabwah, had a 
dream that the funeral of 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih 
Ira is taking place in an open 
ground led by Hadhrat 
Promised Messiahas. Con
sidering it a strange dream 
he inquired about its inter
pretation from Hadhrat Al
lama Hafiz Sayyad Mukhtar 
Ahmad ShahJahanpurira. 
Hadhrat Hafiz Sahib said 
that someone would pass 
away today having some 
resemblance to Hadhrat 
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Khalifatul Masih ira. When 
the news of Abba Jan's death 
was received, he said, "This 
is the fulfillment of the 
dream". 

His Character 

Our uncle, late Maulana 
Abul Ata, Khalid-e-Ahma
diyyat expressed his views in 
the following words that 
were published in Al-Fazl on 
March 181

'\ 1966: 

My marriage to my cur
rent wife, who is the sister of 
the wife of Qazi Sahib took 
place in 1930. I had closely 
known him since then. He 
was in the habit of serving 
the Jama'at quietly. To 
spend in the way of Allah 
was his practice. He prea
ched often in his circle. He 
greatly possessed the quality 
of Taqwa. He set an example 
in good treatment of rela
tives. 

He then writes: 

Qazi Sahib maintained 
relationship of great sincerity 
and obedience with our fa
ther-in-law Maulvi Muham
mad Abdullah Botalvi until 
his death. Hadhrat Maulvi 
Sahib had a great desire that 
the houses of his sons and 
daughters should be together 
in Rabwah. He was greatly 
pleased when I and Qazi Sa
hib bought plots next to each 
other. Qazi Sahib, who was 
my brother-in-law was also 
greatly pleased that the three 
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brothers and two sisters 
would live close to each 
other. Two years ago, when 
the construction of Baitul 
Ata ' started, Qazi Sahib took 
great interest in it and gave 
valuable suggestions and was 
greatly pleased on its com
pletion. Hadhrat Qazi Sahib 
spent his life remembering 
Allah. He greatly cared about 
the education and training of 
his children. It was a special 
blessing of God that he re
mained highly pleased with 
his children during his life 
and also left the world 
pleased with them. In es
sence, as far as household 
and children are concerned, 
Hadhrat Qazi Sahib is coun
ted among greatly blessed 
people. 

He further writes: 

When I was about to 
travel to East Pakistan (Ban
gladesh), he was very weak. 
I informed him (about my 
travel plans) and left praying 
for him. My wife was also ill 
in those days. By the bless
ings of God, my wife recov
ered in 4 or 5 days, but the 
illness of Qazi Sahib pro
gressed further. Maulvi Abul 
Munir Noorul Haq told me 
that Qazi Sahib kept asking 
about my return. He would 
ask how many days left be
fore I return. When I got 
back in the evening of Febru
ary 22"ct, he was very weak 
and not fully conscious. 
When I inquired him about 
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his health, he repeated 
'Salam' three times. There
after he said 'Sala-m' to 
one of his sons by his 
name. Then he said, 
"Salam to my sister." I was 
greatly moved and visibly 
overwhelmed with tears on 
hearing his last words. I 
said to him that he had ful
filled his responsibilities 
towards his relatives in the 
best possible way. 

In the end, English 
translation of the letter that 
Abba Jan wrote to Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih ura on the 
demise of his adult daugh
ter Razia Afifa is given be
low and also the translation 
of the hand-written re
sponse of Hazoor is given: 

In the name of Allah the 
Gracious, the Merciful 

We praise Allah and 
invoke His blessings upon 

His noble Prophera 
My benefactor and 

affectionate father! My 
leader and lord! My 

beloved guide! 
Allah may help you with 
His powerful support! 

Allah may increase your 
happiness and your desire 

for His love! 

Assalamo Alaikum 
W arahmatullah Wa 

Barakatohu! 

0 my dear father! Today 
at 6:35, daughter of your 
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servant, i.e. my daughter, 
Razia Afifa departed for 
her Real Creator. 

"Surely, to Allah we 
belong and to Him shall 

we return." 

We are pleased with the 
decree of our dear God 
who is the only support 
we have. Once the time of 
the funeral is set, a hum
ble request will be pre
sented to Hazoor. Hazoor, 
please pray for the eleva
tion of her ranks in the 
paradise and Allah may 
cover her with His mercy. 
And keep her in the here
after in the feet of the one 
whose ummah she be
longs (Peace and bless
ings be upon him), and 
the one whose Jama'at 
she belongs to (Peace be 
upon him). 

All of us bereaved are 
praying earnestly for the 
health, well-being, long 
life, and success in the re
ligious service of Hazoor 
Anwar. Khilafat is a great 
blessing. Allah may keep 
Hazoor under His protec
tion and keep it always as 
the center of our happi
ness. Wassalam 

We are all grateful for 
Hazoor' s affection to
wards all of us. May Al
lah abundantly reward 
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Hazoor for comforting our 
hearts. Ameen. 

Your most humble servant 

Khak:sar, 

Muhammad Rashid 
(signed) 

Thursday, January 21 si, 
1954 

Hazoor's response (writt
en on the back of the let
ter) 

"Surely, to Allah we belong 
and to Him shall we re

turn." 

Her condition apparently 
was critical and as I heard 
this was the second attack 
of typhoid. Allah the Ex
alted may grant patience 
to the bereaved family and 
become their patron. 

Khak:sar, 

Mirza Mahmud Ahmad 
(signed) 

Khalifatul Masih II 

I pray to Allah the Ex
alted to make us and our 
children steadfast Ahmadi 
Muslims firmly attached to 
Khilafat. Ameen! 

******* 
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SISTER TAHIRA LATIF 
PASSES AWAY 

Sister Tahira Lateef wife of Dr. Yusef Lateef, passed away on 
Thursday, October 29, 2009 at home. 
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She was born in Yazoo City, Mississippi, on January 16, 1936, 
the daughter of the late Leon and Mary Simpson of Chicago, IL. Mrs. 
Lateef was raised and educated in Yazoo City, MS and Chicago, Illi
nois. While in Illinois, she earned a B.A. in Visual Arts from the Uni
versity of Chicago, and taught art classes at Parker High School. She 
moved to New Jersey upon her marriage to Yusef A. Lateef in 1972. 
Mrs. Lateef received a M.A. from the William Patterson College in 
Patterson, NJ in 1975. After giving birth to her only child, she and her 
family moved to Shutesbury, MA in 1977. She became a moosi in 
1982, while temporarily living in Nigeria, Africa from 1981-1985. 
Upon returning to USA, she was an active substitute teacher at Amherst 
and Easthampton public schools from 1985 to 1989. In 1987, she 
earned a Master <;bs degree in Education. Art was her hobby and she 
enjoyed teaching art classes as well. She was a member of the Ahmadi
yya Movement in Islam community since 1971. For 12 consecutive 
years, she held the duty of Tahrik-e-Jadid Secretary for Lajna Imaillah 
USA. She often cooked meals and donated food to community 
churches and the survival center in Amherst, MA. She was in charge of 
Social Services for the Boston, MA Jama'at for many years, as well. 
She had also performed Hajj pilgrimage twice, most recently in 2003. 

She leaves her husband of thirty-seven years, Yusef A. Lateef;, 
her son, also named Yusef A. Lateef, both of Shutesbury; her mother, 
Mary Simpson; five brothers, Leon Simpson, Jr. of Denver, CO, Earl 
Simpson of Alexandria, VA, Mylon Simpson, Jerome Simpson, 
Eugene Simpson, all of Chicago, IL; two sisters, Marguerite Simpson, 
Mattie Broome both of Chicago, IL; and many nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services and visitation were held privately on Friday, 
October 30, 2009 at the Mack Funeral Home, 91 Vernon St., Gardner, 
Massachusetts. She was buried in Maqbara Moosian in Sykesvile, 
Maryland on Nov. 3, 2009. Many members from far off Ahmadiyya Ja
ma'ats including Lajna members attended the funeral service at the bur
ial site. Many of her relatives were in in attendance along with her hus
band and the only son also named Yusef Lateef.May Allah elevate her 
ranks in paradise and give strength and patience to her husband and 
son. 
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USMAN KHALID, PIONEER AHMADI 
Aziza Ahmad, Milwaukee, WI 

and Jameela Hamid, Philadelphia, PA 

It was brought to our 
attention that our father has 
not been introduced to you, 
as he was a pioneer 
Ahmadi. His name is Us
man Khalid. He passed 
away September 8, 2009. 
He was 96 years old when 
he passed away. He was 
one of seven children. His 
father died when he was 8 
years old. When he became 
older he had to work to help 
his mother take care of his 
siblings. He came from a 
devout Baptist background. 
Yet he lived a mundane 
life. When he accepted Is
lam the change was so posi
tive in his life, that Ameena 
Khalid (his wife) saw such 
a positive change and the 
beauty of Islam that she ac
cepted as well. Our father 
had a strong conviction. 
When he decided to do 
something he did it. Decid
edly, he said that he was 
going to stop smoking and 
he did such a strong will 
power. 

Islam became his re
ligion in 194 7. His mother 
and siblings didn't accept 
his new religion, but our fa
ther became stronger in his 
faith. Finally they said 
nothing about his faith, they 
were silent. 

Usman Khalid always 
had a thirst for knowledge. 
He studied Ahmadiyyat, 
learned how to read Holy 
Qur'an in Arabic, as well as 
his prayers. He memorized 
Surahs from the Holy 
Qur' an and helped teach 
others what he learned. He 
became the educational sec
retary, and later the presi
dent of the St Louis Ja
ma'at. He was the president 
for a number of years. 

He was an advocate 
for Islam, always preaching 
about Ahmadiyyat. On Sun
days, he would go out with 
the other brothers wearing 
sandwich signs, saying 
"JESUS DID NOT DIE ON 
THE CROSS, HE IS BUR
IED IN SHRINAGAR 
KASHMIR" "THE PROM
ISED MASSIAH HAS 
COME ACCEPT HIM." 
The signs were heavy, yet 
he wore them and passed 
out literature on the streets 
of St Louis Missouri a very 
prejudiced state. We re
member hearing our father 
say "people would spit on 
us, curse us, and throw 
away the literature" Usman 
loved preaching so much. 
He worked for the Mount 
Santo Chemical Company. 
My uncle, by marriage, also 

worked there. He was 
against Islam and always 
spoke ill about Ahmadiyyat 
whenever he could. Well, 
Usman Khalid was fired 
from his job. And my uncle 
said "you were fired from 
that job because you 
preached your religion on 
the job." Usman replied 
"Allah gave me that job and 
he will give me another." It 
wasn't long before he was 
blessed with a job at South
western Bell Telephone 
Company, where he worked 
until he retired. Our father 
said "Alhamdolillah this is 
from Allah." 

He was very dutiful 
about giving money to Al
lah. Whatever scheme was 
needed, he contributed to it. 
He told us "subscription is 
like one of your bills. You 
pay it every paycheck, Al
lah gives us the money and 
we must give a portion back 
to Allah" Also "Never 
make a pledge that you 
can't fulfill" "Allah says 
why do you say what you 
do not, therefore pledge 
whatever you feel you can 
pay, because it's a promise 
to Allah. You can always 
pay more later." 

When missionaries or 
guests came to St Louis, 
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usually they came to our 
house. Our father would 
drive them to the radio sta
tions, newspapers, compa
nies, or any place they 
wanted to go. He would sit 
outside in the car while they 
went inside. He was very du
tiful to Ahmadiyyat. 

In his later years he 
couldn't prostrate for Salat, 
yet he was always praying. 
We remember hearing him 
saying Sura Al-Fatiha in his 
96th year. He often thanked 
Allah for letting him live 
long enough to spend time 
with his daughters, grand
children, and great-grand
children. He was always 
thankful to Allah. 

After our mother 
Ameena Khalid, also a de
vout pioneer Ahmadi, passed 
away, our father went to live 
with his daughter Jameela 
Hamid wife of Munir Hamid 
(Na 'ib Ameer, may Allah 
have mercy on him) Usman 
Khalid went to Philadelphia 
in 1995. In 2009, he breathed 
his last breathe. We ac
knowledge the most valuable 
thing he has given us in life, 
it wasn't diamonds and it 
wasn't gold, it is Ahmadiyyat 
the true Islam. Which 
showed us how to develop 
closeness with our Creator. 
We thanked our father for 
this. We are very grateful to 
Allah for allowing us the 
years that we had with our 
father, Usman Khalid 
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SENATOR DAVID VITTER 
ATTENDS AN EVENT 

HELD BY AHMADIYYA 
MUSLIM COMMUNITY 

INNEW ORLEANS 

Mobashir Ahmed 

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community of New Orleans 
held its monthly meeting on November 1, 2009. The keynote 
speaker was the United States Senator David Vitter. We in
vited many Muslim leaders of the eclectic mix of sects and 
from several mosques in New Orleans. Several non Muslim 
and non Ahmadi Pakistanis, Indians, Arabs and African 
American constituents attended the function. Our on-going 
objective is to provide orientation to the high level Govern
ment and Legislative officials about our faith and practices. 
Senator Vitter has been a loyal supporter of ours and has 
helped us in approaching the Secretary of State Hillary Clin
ton and many relevant senatorial staff members in highlight
ing the conditions and treatment of minorities in Pakistan. 

It was quite apparent that while many Non-Ahmadi 
Pakistani attended the function they seemed curious as to how 
this small community can muster such influence within the 
highest level of Government. Several of them enquired about 
the feasibility of seeking similar propinquity with these lead
ers. Our success with these officials clearly shows the uni
maginable blessings Allah Ta'ala has bestowed upon our 
small community. 

The audience was engaging and asked copious questions 
on various topics. The Senator's Chief of Staff provided the 
contact information in case of any assistance needed by the 
community. We presented him with a copy of the Holy 
Qur' an and several books of the Promised Messiaha5. A 
scrumptious luncheon buffet was served which undoubtedly 
received many accolades and generous compliments. 

******* 
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GOD'S MIRACULOUS TREATMENT 
TO SOME PEOPLE 

Maulana Naseer Ahmad Qamar, London, UK 

Translated by: Belal Khalid 

It is proven from the 
Holy Qur'an and the 
ahadith of the Holy Proph
et5aw that when a person 
gets closer to God, he 
reaches a stage when God 
the Exalted becomes his 
hands and feet, and eyes, 
ears and tongue. It means 
that all of his limbs and 
powers are fully subservient 
to the will of Allah the Ex
alted. The Promised Messi
ahas has described the real
ity and the details of this 
stage in his book A 'ina Ka
malat-e-Islam in the follow
ing words: 

"When all the limbs 
are colored in the submis
sion to God to the extent 
as if they have become an 
instrument of God mani
festing God's acts from 
time to time or as if they 
are a clear mirror where 
God's wills appear in the 
form of a pure and perfect 
image. When submission 
and services to God attain 
this stage of perfection, it 
becomes appropriate to 
say about the faculties 
and limbs of a person 

possessing such qualities 
that with the blessings of 
acquiring Divine color his 
eyes have become the 
eyes of God and his 
tongue has become the 
tongue of God and his 
hands have become the 
hands of God and his ears 
have become the ears of 
God and his feet have be
come the feet of God 
when looked at from the 
manifestation of com
munion perspective. It's 
justification is that all of 
the limbs and faculties af
ter being fully aligned to 
His Will and becoming a 
personification of His De
sires are apt to be called 
His image. As limbs of a 
person are fully submis
sive to his wishes and de
sires, similarly a perfect 
person after reaching this 
stage becomes perfectly 
attuned to God the Ex
alted' s wishes and de
sires." 

(A 'ina-e-Kamalat-e
Islam, Ruhani Khazain, 

Vol. 5, pp. 62) 

Hazooras. while de-

scribing the three grades of 
the perfection of good for
tune, i.e. Jana (extinction of 
the self), baqa (revival), 
and liqa (communion) says 
about the attributes exhib
ited during liqa: 

"In the grade of 
liqa, sometimes a human 
being exhibits acts show
ing a Divine color appar
ently beyond the capacity 
of a human being. For ex
ample our master and 
lord, the Best of the 
Prophets and the Seal of 
the Prophetssaw threw a 
fistful of rocks towards 
the disbelievers in the bat
tle of Badr. That fistful 
was thrown by his spiri
tual powers, not by his 
prayers. This act exhib
ited Divine powers and 
had such an extraordinary 
impact on the army of the 
enemy that there was not 
a single person among 
them whose eyes were 
safe from it, and all of 
them were acting as if 
blinded by it and started 
running losing their 
senses in a state of great 
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anxiety and concern. The 
Majestic Allah points to
wards this miracle in the 
following verse of the 
Holy Qur'an: 

"And you threw not when 
you did throw, but it was 

Allah who threw ... " (8:18) 

Meaning that Di vine 
powers were working be
hind the scenes. It was not 
a work of a human being. 
Another similar miracle 
exhibited by the Holy 
Prophet8aw was the mira
cle of Shaq al-Qamar, 
which was also exhibited 
by the same Divine pow
ers without any prayers. It 
was exhibited merely by 
pointing of a finger that 
was full of Divine pow
ers. There are many such 
miracles that were exhib
ited merely by the per
sonal powers of the Holy 
Prophet8aw without any 
prayers. Many times, just 
by dipping his fingers in a 
bowl of water he in
creased the water so much 
that the entire army and 
the camels and the horses 
drank from it and it still 
remained there as if un
touched. Many times, he 
blessed a few pieces of 
bread by touching them, 
and thousands of hungry 
and thirsty people ate it. 
Many times, he fed milk 
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to a large party after 
blessing it by touching it 
by his lips. And many 
times, he turned bitter 
wells into sweet wells by 
putting his saliva into 
them. Many times, he re
stored badly wounded 
people to health by touch
ing them by his hands. 
Sometimes he restored 
the sight of those people 
who had lost their eye
balls during battles by the 
blessings of his hands. He 
did many such acts using 
his personal powers that 
had Divine powers blend
ed with them." 

(A 'ina-e-Kamalat-e
Islam, Ruhani Khazain, 

Vol. 5, pp. 65-66) 

Hazooras describing 
the reality of these authori
tative miracles says: 

"The real explanation 
of these authoritative 
miracles is that due to 
the intensity of com
munion this person is so 
much colored in the 
color of the Majestic 
and Glorious God in a 
metaphorical sense that 
the Divine manifesta
tion permanently occu
pies him and the real 
Beloved embraces him 
lifting the intervening 
veil because of the ex
treme proximity. He 
puts the same blessings 
that He Himself pos-
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sesses in his sayings, ac
tions, motions, food, 
clothes, house and time 
and all of his belongings. 
At that stage, everything 
that touches him is 
blessed even without his 
prayers. His house is 
blessed and the thresh
olds of his doors are full 
of blessings. Blessings 
descend on the doors of 
his house which he wit
nesses every day and he 
smells them. When he 
travels, God is with him 
with all of His blessings 
and when he arrives at 
his home, he brings a 
river of Divine enlighten
ments with him. In es
sence, he is a strange per
son, and no one knows 
his secrets except God 
the Exalted." 

(A 'ina-e-Kamalat-e
Islam, Ruhani Khazain, 

Vol. 5, pp. 69) 

Hazooras after de
scribing that these miracles 
were exhibited in their most 
perfect form, purity, and 
count at the hand of the Holy 
Prophet8aw, says that these 
miracles were not limited to 
the person of the Holy Proph
et8aw. Rather the being of the 
Holy Prophet8aw was gracious 
and these extraordinary 
events continued in his um
mah because of the blessings 
of their love for him and obe
dience to him. So, Hazoor 
says: 
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"Our guide and leader 
not only himself show
ed these authoritative 
miracles, but also left a 
long chain of these ex
traordinary events in his 
ummah till the Day of 
Judgment that have 
been manifesting in 
every era according to 
the needs of the time 
and will continue mani
festing until the last 
days of the world. It is 
hard to find the parallel 
of the extent to which 
the lights of the Divine 
powers have illumina
ted the pious spirits of 
this Ummah in any 
other Ummah." 

(A 'ina-e-Kamalat-e
Islam, Ruhani Khazain, 

Vol. 5, pp. 67) 

So we see that in 
this age many such authori
tative miracles appeared at 
the hands of the Promised 
Messiahas and after him, 
these signs appeared at the 
hands of the second mani
festation, i.e., the true 
Khilafat of Ahmadiyya, Is
lam, and are still continu
ing. Hazoot8 describing 
different forms of these au
thoritative miracles says: 

"When someone be
comes recipient of the 
grade of liqa, Divine 
matters are definitely 
executed by him at the 
high times of this posi-
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tion and some of these 
extraordinary miracles 
are definitely witnessed 
by those who spend a 
portion of their lives in 
the close company of 
such people. At the high 
times of his status, some 
of the Divine attributes 
are vested in that person 
in metaphorical sense to 
the point that his mercy 
becomes the mercy of 
God the Exalted and his 
punishment becomes 
punishment of God the 
Exalted. And sometimes 
without any prayers, he 
says for a thing to be 
created and it gets cre
ated, and if he looks 
with displeasure at 
someone, some kind of 
punishment overtakes 
him. And if he looks at 
someone with mercy, he 
becomes recipient of 
Divine mercy. As when 
God says kun (be), it in
discriminate! y produces 
the desired results per
manently, similarly his 
saying of kun in the 
high time and pinnacle 
of his state doesn't go 
fruitless." 

(A 'ina-e-Kamalat-e
Islam, Ruhani Khazain, 

Vol. 5, pp. 68, 69) 

In reference to the 
above saying of Hazoor: 

"Some of these ex
traordinary miracles are 
definitely witnessed by 
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those who spend a portion of 
their lives in the close com
pany of such a person", this 
humble person says that 
though such extraordinary 
miracles exhibited by the 
Khulafa-e-Ahmadiyyat are 
spread out in the entire 
world, this humble servant of 
Khilafat-e-Ahma-diyya also 
had the good fortune of ob
serving these authoritative 
miracles. For the sake of re
membering the bounties, this 
humble person will mention 
three such events related to 
the three Khulafa of Ahmadi
yyat that were personally 
witnessed by this humble ser
vant. These events provide a 
clear proof of the truthfulness 
of the Khulafa of Ahmadiy
yat and their closeness to 
God Almighty, their lofty 
status, their love and affec
tion for their workers, and 
the sanctity and the blessings 
associated with the Khilafat. 
"This enlightenment of Khi
lafat may continue to grow." 

• In 1978 when I passed the 
examination of shahid, 
our principal, Malik Sai
fur Rehman arranged a 
meeting of the entire class 
with Hadhrat l(halifatul 
Masih IIIrh. All of the stu
dents sat in rows on the 
rug on the floor. On the 
left side of Hazoor, Malik 
Saifur Rahman Sahib was 
sitting on a chair. He in
troduced all the students 
one by one to Hazoor. 
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When my turn came, 
Malik Saifur Rahman 
Sahib introduced me as 
Naseer Ahmad Qamar. 
Hazoor in his particular 
style looked at me with 
his loving and smiling 
face with his beautiful 
and blessed eyes and 
asked, "Are you the son 
of Bashir Ahmad 
Qamar?" I said, "Yes." 
Hazoor said, "Are you 
Kashmiri ?" I again said, 
"Yes." (My father had 
migrated from Rajuri 
Kashmir. Hazoor said 
Kashmiri in that refer
ence.) Thereafter Ha
zoor said, "You are also 
African!" I said, 
"Yes." (In those days 
my father was serving in 
Ghana as Missionary. I 
understood that Hazoor 
had said that in that ref
erence. This was also a 
loving expression of 
Hazoor's affection.) 
Thereafter Hazoor look
ing at this humble wor
ker with his adorable 
smile, loving, enlighten
ing, and mesmerizing 
eyes said, "So you are 
Kashmiri as well as Af
rican and." After a little 
pause he said, "God 
only knows what the fu
ture is going to bring." 

Apparently, these were 
ordinary loving words, 
but 

Guftah ou guftahi Allah 
bawad 
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So it is like saying: 

Az halqoom Abdullah 
bavad 

these blessed words of 
the holy Third Khalifarh 
of the chosen Messiah 
of God transformed into 
a prized treasure and a 
grand prophecy in my 
favor. Its background is 
that when my father re
turned from Ghana, he 
went back twice to 
Ghana for a term of 
three years each as a 
missionary. So, I was 
still an 'African'. In 
1984 (my father was 
still in Ghana at that 
time), after the migra
tion of Hadhrat Khali
fatul Masih IVrh from 
Pakistan to UK, Hazoor 
appointed this humble 
person to UK and I 
moved to UK in May, 
1985. So I became Brit
ish as well. Thereafter 
my father was appointed 
as missionary of Fiji, so 
I became Fijian. In Au
gust, 1987, Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih 1yrh 
honored this humble 
worker by appointing 
me as his Private Secre
tary. When I got the 
honor of accompanying 
Hazoor from 1987 to 
1994 on his visits to 
Norway, Sweden, Den
mark, Switzerland, Ger
many, Belgium, France, 
Holland, Ireland, Portu-
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gal, Spain, America, 
Canada, Mauritius, Tan
zania, Uganda, Kenya, 
Guatemala, Japan, Fiji, 
Australia, Singapore, 
India etc., further inter
pretations of the vast
ness hidden in the fol
lowing words of Ha
dhrat Khalifatul Masih 
Illrh "God only knows 
what the future is going 
to bring" became even 
more evident. Alham
dolillah, Allahumma Zid 
Barak. 

• My family came to Lon
don from Pakistan in the 
second week of July, 
1988. Two or three days 
ater, my family met 
with Hazoor. At that 
time I had only two 
daughters. In those 
days, the Jalsa Salana 
of UK Jama'at was held 
in the end of July in Is
lamabad (Tilford). A 
week before the J alsa, 
Hazoor came to Islama
bad to inspect the ar
rangements of the J alsa. 
This humble person also 
accompanied Hazoor as 
his private secretary. 
When Hazoor passed by 
the quarter where my 
family was staying, my 
two daughters were 
standing outside the 
quarter. Hazoor sud
den! y turned towards 
them and lovingly said 
to them, "Where is your 
brother?" He himself 
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then remarked, "lnsha 
Allah he will arrive be
fore the n.ext Jalsa." At 
that occasion the pho
tographer took a picture 
of Hazoor with the 
daughters on Hazoor' s 
request. This all hap
pened very quickly, 
spontaneously and with
out any planning. In the 
end of August, 1988, 
Hazoor had to go to the 
tour of different coun
tries of Eastern Africa 
including Mauritius and 
others for more than a 
month in regards to the 
centenary celebrations 
of the Jama'at. Hazoor 
gave this humble person 
the honor to accompany 
him. Time was passing, 
and there were no signs 
of pregnancy of my 
wife. So I wrote a letter 
to Hazoor and men
tioned the incident re
minding Hazoor of the 
time when Razor has 
told my daughters about 
the arrival of a brother, 
and requested him to 
pray that Allah the Ex
alted might fulfill Ha
zoor' s words, his desire, 
and his prayers in our 
favor. Hazoor read my 
letter while going 
through his mail and 
forwarded the letter to 
me saying, "Allah may 
give more than one 
brother!" When I got 
home, I told my wife 
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about Hazoor and said 
that God would Insha 
Allah bless us with at 
least two boys. It did 
happen exactly as Ha
zoor has said. Allah the 
Exalted fulfilled both 
the things said by Ha
zoor with grandeur. So, 
exactly as Hazoor had 
said. On July 4th, 1989, 
just before the next 
Jalsa, a boy was born to 
my wife. When the baby 
was born, I was with 
Hazoor at Atitlan in 
Guatemala. On the way 
back to Los Angles 
from there I received the 
news about the birth of 
the boy. Hazoor ex
pressed great joy on 
hearing this news and 
named the boy with his 
own pen, "Mustansar 
Ahmad Qamar". By the 
blessings of God, this 
boy is included in the 
Waqf-e-Nau Program 
and is studying at the 
Jamia Ahmadiyya U.K. 
at this time. Thereafter 
God gave another 
brother to my daughters 
in December, 1990. Ha
zoor named him Lubib 
Ahmad Qamar. He is 
also included in the 
Waqf-e-Nau Program by 
the grace of God. Allah 
may keep them healthy, 
progress them in knowl
edge and deeds, they 
may have a special love 
for Khilafat and always 
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advance in sincerity and 
loyalty. 

• One of my maternal 
cousins developed de
pression in her prime 
youth. Because of the 
failure to diagnose the 
disease on time, the dis
ease advanced. Because 
of her disease, her entire 
family in addition to her 
sisters and parents were 
going through great pain 
and hardship. Doctors 
said that if she got mar
ried her depression mig
ht slowly go away and 
her health might im
prove. First, it was hard 
to find a match because 
of her illness, and sec
ond, when few matches 
were suggested, she re
fused to get married be
cause of a certain fear in 
her mind. In February, 
2004, just before going 
to Pakistan on leave 
with my family we ap
peared before Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih yaba. 

At that occasion we also 
mentioned the illness of 
our dear cousin and 
mentioned that she had 
been suffering from this 
disease for the past 15 
years and all the rela
tives were going thro
ugh great pain because 
of her. We also men
tioned that according to 
doctors she might get 
better if she was mar
ried. When the entire 
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situation was presented 
to Hazoor, Hazoor said 
to arrange for her mar
riage. My wife men
tioned to Hazoor that 
who would marry her in 
that condition. Also she 
did not want to get mar
ried, and if she felt bet
ter and agreed to a pro
posal, she would refuse 
later. My wife earnestly 
requested Hazoor for 
prayers in a very painful 
voice. Hazoor, who was 
looking down moments 
ago suddenly raised his 
head and looked directly 
at me and said, "Now 
that you are going, 
make sure she gets mar
ried." When Hazoor 
said this, his face was 
glowing and was bri
ghtly lit with enlighten
ment. There was a par
ticular grandeur in his 
words, and an unusual 
authority. In response, I 
only affirmed and requ
ested for prayers. When 
we came out of the 
room after the meeting, 
my wife said, "How did 
you say 'yes'? She 
never agrees to marriage 
and moreover she 1s 
sick. We are only going 
for a few days, how are 
we going to find a 
match? How will this 
happen?" I said, "I felt 
an unusual thing in Ha
zoor's words. These 
words were said with an 
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unusual spiritual agita
tion. You just see, Allah 
the Exalted will produce 
some means for it. Ha
zoor' s spiritual state in 
which Hazoor looked at 
us with mercy and love 
gives me the conviction 
that God the Exalted 
will have mercy upon us 
and show us a miracle." 
We started the journey 
with prayers. We were 
to stay only for three 
weeks at the house of 
Mamoon Jan. During 
our stay, we arranged 
for the cleaning, white 
washing of the house 
and doors, put new cur
tains in different rooms. 
Time passed really fast 
till the time that only 
five days of stay were 
left when an acquaint
ance mentioned a match 
to Mamoon Jan for the 
girl. Mamoon Jan told 
the person pointing to
wards me that I would 
make the decision in 
this matter. I remember 
that it was a Friday. I 
met the boy and accord
mg to the command
ment of God the Exalted 
to talk straight, I went 
into details of the girl's 
ailment. I also men
tioned that the girl was 
older than him. He more 
or less already knew al
most all the things from 
his relatives. He was 
pleased with the fact 
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that the girl's relatives 
did not hide anything 
from him. In spite of 
girl's sickness, he was 
ready to marry the girl 
with full contentment of 
heart. Thereafter the girl 
was told all the facts 
about the boy, and she 
agreed to the marriage. 
However, after a while 
she expressed her hesi
tation in front of her sib
lings and mother. They 
all came to me in a state 
of worry. My wife said, 
"God knows what fear 
this girl harbors in her 
mind. Sometimes she 
agrees and thereafter 
she refuses. We came 
here only for a few 
days. You should not 
get in the middle of this. 
You are a life devotee. 
If something happens 
tomorrow, you would be 
blamed without any rea
son." But I had Ha
zoor' s glowing face in 
front of my eyes and the 
words that came from 
Hazoor' s blessed face, 
"You arrange for her 
marriage." My Mamoon 
Jan, even before listen
ing about our meeting 
with Hazoor had left the 
entire matter in my 
hands. I explained to my 
wife that this appears to 
be God's decree that the 
marriage 1s arranged 
through me according to 
Hazoor's words. In 
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short, we called the girl 
and asked again. She hap
pily expressed her agree
ment to the marriage. 
Then we made the girl 
and the boy sit next to 
each other in front of all 
the relatives and asked 
everyone to express if 
they had any concerns or 
questions so they could 
be addressed. In short the 
proposal was accepted. 
The boy and his relatives 
wanted to have the mar
riage ceremony while we 
were there. So the next 
day, which was a Satur
day, all the clothes and 
jewelry were bought. The 
Nikah and reception were 
arranged on Sunday with 
modesty. The groom side 
feast was arranged on 
Monday and we left on 
Tuesday. With the grace 
of God, that beloved 
niece now has two 
healthy sons and is hap
pily married. 

Everyone who heard the 
story of this marriage was 
surprised at how it all 
took place in such a short 
time. I had only one an
swer that it was because 
of the words uttered by 
the blessed mouth of Al
lah's beloved person and 
our Imam, Hadhrat Khali
fatul Masih v•ba, during 
his special moments 
which Allah the Exalted 
fulfilled. 
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It is true: 
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God's entire treatment 
to them is miraculous 

It is because of their 
umque love for their 
friend 

God has granted them 
distinction over all 

The Almighty God ex
hibits signs for them 

It is not possible for 
this humble person to ex
press my gratitude to God 
Almighty for enabling me 
to observe so closely these 
authoritative miracles of his 
beloved ones due to their 
closeness to Him, but also 
for showing these illustri
ous signs in our houses, and 
families with His blessings. 
Allah the Exalted may con
tinue enabling us and our 
coming generations to re
ceive the blessings of the 
true Khilafat. Ameen. 

******* 
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The Holy Prophetsaw 
Joined Hilful Fudul 
Association During 

His Youth 
When Muh~adsaw was 15 

years old, a skirmish broke out 
between the Quraish and Haw
azin tribes at the occasion of a fair 
known as, '"Ukaz Fair". Despie 
the fact that war was prohibited 
during Hajj, this war not only 
started during the Hajj season, it 
continued for four years but with 
intervals. This war is known as 
the Battle of Fijar. The length of 
this senseless war made people 
think of ways to stop it. A 
meeting was called by Az-Zubair, 
an uncle of Muha-mmad58w. The 
concerned people gathered in the 
house of 'Abdullah ibn Jad'an, a 
wealthy resident of the town. In 
this meeting a society was formed 
to help the oppressed, the poor 
and the needy. The society was 
named, 'H ilful Fudul' after the 
common name, 'Fad/' of all its 
members. The members of this 
association took a responsi-bility 
under oath to do the following: 

"They will help those who 
were oppressed and will restore 
them their rights as long as the 
last drop of water remained in the 
sea. And if they do not do so, they 
will compensate the victims out 
of their own belongings." 

Muhammadsaw having 
sincere concerns about the 
conditions of the poor and the 
needy became a member of this 
society. 


